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The Faggottinis present..

MUSIC FOR A

SUMMER EVENING

TUESDAY, 14TH JULY 
7PM

ST BRIDGET’S CHURCH

BRIDESTOWE
TICKETS:

MINIMUM DONATION £5
WINE & LIGHT

REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED

If you’re wondering what a bassoon trio

might sound like, we have a varied program

of compositions from Gibbons to Gershwin.
Please come and join us. 

The bassoon is rarely seen outside its more

usual orchestral setting.It’s our mission to
change this.

Proceeds to be shared between St Bridget’s
Church and the Faggottinis

Tickets available from Riverside Stores

After the terrible tragedy of the helicopter crash in which three members of the Royal Navy lost

their lives, many people came forward to help in any way they could. The Currant Bun Catering

Truck at the A30 Sourton Down services is one example. Jan and her team supplied free food,

drink and support to the teams of personnel attending. Their car park was commandeered as

a parking place for personnel vehicles and the Currant Bun was closed to the public. The Royal

Navy was very appreciative of their kindness and generosity and wanted to reimburse them

but the owners were adamant that they were ‘simply doing what many others would have

done’ in the face of an appalling tragedy. 

Now we can thank them indirectly. The monthly quiz at the White Hart on 8th July is in aid of

‘Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Blood Bike Service, a charity dear to the owners’ hearts.

Please support it.



The Vicar writes....
 

  What with haymaking in full flow at the

moment, I was thinking about the

haymaking terminology. Some of it is

obvious like mowing or baling, some of it

less so like, tedding or wuffling. Then there
was the haymaking machinery like an

‘acrobat’ or ‘a cock pheasant’. Sometimes
the language changed according to which

part of the country you were in, in Somerset

bringing the bales back to the barn was
‘carting’ or ‘hauling’, whereas in Devon it’s

usually ‘draying’. When the hay was ready to
bale it was called ‘fit’ or ‘vitty’, I remember

an old chap referring to hay that was bit

green as ‘gay’. Saying you didn’t want to bale

the hay because it was a bit gay could land

you in a whole heap of trouble these days. 

I wonder what previous generations would

make of our regulated language today
where job titles are changed, whether it be:

secretaries (administrative assistants),
dustbin men (sanitation engineers),

stewardess (flight attendant), waiter

(server); or the annoying: chairman

(chairperson), mankind (humankind).

Sometimes it can be almost comical: fat

person (differently weighted), being a

person of girth myself, I can relate to that

one, short (vertically challenged).
All nice and PC you may think but language

is important, it describes how we perceive
the world. When prostitute becomes ‘sex

worker’, criminal offender becomes a

‘justice involved individual’ or more
concerningly, a paedophile is a ‘minor

attracted person’, what is it saying about
our moral values?

Of course, all of this is nothing new, homo
sapien persons have always changed the

labels to quieten the conscience.  About
700BC (sorry BCE) the prophet Isaiah wrote

“Woe to those who call evil good, and good

evil; who substitute darkness for light and
light for darkness”. To the modern mind sin

is just sneaking an extra piece of chocolate

but it has serious consequences. We can call

lust love, greed ambition, pride confidence,

cowardice self-care; It does not become

harmless because we rename it or culture

approves it or our hearts explain it away.

Before God, sin remains sin, and it will

damage your life. Or as Shakespeare put it:
‘A rose by any other name would smell as

sweet’. Carting or Draying, it’s the same job.

In the old Prayer Book service, it tells us not

to ‘dissemble nor cloke’ our sins but to
confess them before Almighty God. 

Jeremiah Knight is an ex-Hindu who
converted to Christianity, he says:

 “There is nothing that truly explains the

condition of the world as it is today except

the Bible. Man can describe the symptoms,

but only Scripture exposes the disease.

Politics may explain conflict. Psychology
may explain behaviour. Sociology may

explain patterns. But only the Word of God
tells us why the human heart is so restless,

corrupt, proud, violent, confused, and

hostile to its Creator. The Bible says, “The

heart is more deceitful than all else and is

desperately sick; who can understand it?”

(Jeremiah 17:9). That one verse explains

more about the world than all the proud

theories of man. The problem is not merely
bad systems, poor education, poverty,

trauma, or lack of opportunity. Those things
matter, but they are not the root. The root

is sin. Scripture tells us that men suppress

the truth in unrighteousness, exchange the
truth of God for a lie, and worship the

creature rather than the Creator (Romans
1:18, Romans 1:25). That is the story of the

world. Man rejects God, then wonders why

everything collapses when God is removed
from the centre.”

So why not try, ‘acceptance of your shadow
side and self-disclosure to the supreme

being?’ or as we say in church, ‘confession’. 

Adrian Brook
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Friends of St Bridget’s Annual Report

2026
The Friends of St Bridget’s (FOSB) continues to

work towards its original purpose: preserving

and protecting the fabric of St Bridget’s Church

for future generations.

St Bridget’s remains one of the most

recognisable and important historic buildings

in our village.  While the regular congregation

is small, the church continues to serve the

wider community through baptisms, weddings,

funerals, school events, seasonal celebrations

and as a place of quiet reflection.  The FOSB

welcomes support from anyone who values

the building, regardless of religious affiliation.

During the past year, volunteers have once

again given generously of their time. Regular

churchyard clean-up days have helped keep

the church and churchyard looking cared for

and welcoming.  The Support a Grave initiative

continues to make a visible difference, and we

remain grateful to everyone who has taken

part in these efforts.

A number of practical improvements have also

been completed.  A new noticeboard has been

installed in the church porch, providing a more

attractive and effective way of sharing

information with visitors and villagers alike.  A

new screen door has also been fitted to the

vestry to improve ventilation and help reduce

moisture build-up within the building.

Community events continue to be an

important part of our activities.  The annual

plant sale returned this year and proved to be

a tremendous success, attracting support from

across the village and raising valuable funds

for the church building.  We would like to thank

everyone who donated plants, helped organise

the event, or came along to support it.

The FOSB Photo Competition has now reached

its third year and we hope it will continue to

generate interest within the community when

it is launched again this summer. 

Alongside these activities, much of the

committee’s effort over the past year has been

focused on understanding and planning for the

significant repair challenges facing the church.

Following recommendations arising from the

Quinquennial Inspection, attention has centred

on the condition of the tower, associated roof

structures, and safe access for inspection and

maintenance.  Water is entering the tower and

nearby church areas, and access to the tower’s

upper levels is unsafe.

There have also been recent concerns

regarding the condition of the bells and bell

frame, which will need further attention and

specialist advice. This adds another important

dimension to the work required within the

tower.

St Bridget’s has now been registered with

Historic England on the Heritage at Risk

Register.  While this underlines the seriousness

of the building’s condition, it should also

strengthen future applications for grant

funding and help demonstrate the importance

of acting before further deterioration occurs.

As a result, the FOSB and PCC have begun

developing a phased project to address these

issues.  The scale of the work is likely to be well

beyond the resources currently
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Friends of St Bridget’s
Membership fees are now due - still only £6

per year. 

This is really important at the moment as the

approach to grant bodies for the large sum of

money needed for the restoration of the

tower in the first instance and the main roof

following on, will require that we demonstrate

that the community supports this. Having a

substantial membership of FOSB is one way of

demonstrating this. 

If we wish to keep the church building

functioning within the village, not only for

those who wish to worship regularly there, but

for the important family events like weddings,

baptisms and funerals and the festivals

through the year we all love, we need to find

the money for very significant repairs. 

So if you’ve been thinking about joining or

haven’t got round to renewing your

membership, do it now. It will make a

difference for greater than the £6 you give.

Forms in the church or contact Georgina

Hodgson on 07789146177 or 01837 861183



available to the Friends group alone, and

external funding will be essential.

Encouragingly, discussions have begun with

contractors, architects, the Diocese and other

relevant bodies to identify the most

appropriate way forward.  Although there is still

much work ahead, the committee is committed

to taking a careful and measured approach so

that decisions are based on proper

investigation, expert advice and the long-term

interests of the building.

We would like to thank everyone who has

supported the FOSB over the past year,

whether through membership, volunteering,

attending events or making donations.

Support for the FOSB remains vital.

Membership costs just £6 per year and,

perhaps more importantly, demonstrates to

grant-making bodies that the church building

matters to the community it serves.

Membership forms are available in the church.

Together, we can help ensure that St Bridget’s

continues to stand at the heart of Bridestowe

for generations to come.
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FIRST ...  Electrical Tools for Sale

                Makita Chain Saw. £35

                Saw bench ideal for sawing logs £30

                Ryobi Heavy Duty Drill £30

                Makita Circular Saw £35

               Offers taken on all items

01837 861194

A Thankyou 

   Thank you to those who came to our Crazy

Art Sale  at Rowdens Barn we were pleased to

see that pictures  were going to new homes.

Some sales are still going through but we

hope to donate at least £300 to the Paediatric 

 Oncology Unit at the RD&E.

 Thank you  again 

Brian and Cynthia 

Bridestowe Parish Council

The next full meeting of the Parish Council will

be held on Wednesday 15th July at 7.30pm in

The Ark ( Methodist Church)

Clerk’s contact details:

Kayleigh Walker

Little Kellacott Farm, St Giles on the Heath,

Launceston PL15 9SW

Tel:  07854 275 955

Email: clerk@ bridestowe.org.uk



Saddle Up, Bridestowe — the

Wild West is Coming to Town!
Bridestowe is gearing up for the biggest event

we’ve ever hosted. Get ready, because Wild

West Bridfest is riding into the village and it’s

going to be one unforgettable

afternoon/evening.

Saturday 1st August  Kicking

off at 1pm  Bridestowe

Sporting Green
 Live Music Line-Up

We’re opening the show with an Open Mic

session — local talent taking to the stage to get

the party started.

Then the music keeps rolling with:

    

   • The UP

   •  Longshore Drift

    • Headline Act: The Swamp 

Stomp String Band - bringing

foot-stomping, high-energy Americana

to close the night in style.

Wild West Attractions

Think you’ve got what it takes? Test

your grit on the Bucking Bronco

throughout the afternoon.

New for This Year ...

• Lassoing 

• Whip-Cracking Display 

• Cowboy Horses

Plus, festival favourites return

organised by Bakers Builders

    • The Famous Crockery Smash

    • Egg Throwing and Egg and 

Spoon races

    • Tug of War

 Plus plenty more including the ever

popular tombola stall.

Food & Refreshments

Enjoy the famous Hog Roast, followed

by an evening BBQ.

Drinks available include: • Beer / Cider

/ Wine – provided by White Hart PH •

Cocktail Bar serving Snake Oil and

other Wild West delights

Treats for all ages: • Sweets • Soft

Drinks • Ice Creams  supplied by

Riverside Stores • Popcorn • Tea &

Cake Stand

Can’t wait to see you all there. It’s going to be

a brilliant day, rain or shine, and don’t worry —

we’ve got lots of undercover areas if the

weather decides to misbehave!

---------------------------------------------
Would you be prepared to lend a hand

at Bridfest? If so, please come to a

volunteers’ meeting at 7pm in the White

Hart on Monday 20th July.

-------------------------------

Calling all BaSE advertisers. As you

advertise in this newsletter free of charge,

I wondered if you might consider donating a

raffle prize or sponsoring one of the

attractions? Any contribution would be

appreciated. Contact Ali  Young 

07857 677 627
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Just a Coincidence by Howard Barkell

It might be called a coincidence but both my wife

and my mother have the same initials, as well as

some other shared characteristics! None of the

four Christian names are the same. Imagine

Mary’s surprise that while tidying up some graves

in St. Petroc’s churchyard recently she uncovered

the same three initials E.M.B. It was a substantial

memorial cross with granite kerbstones but had

no other means of identification except the date

1941, suggesting that shortage of money hadn’t

been an issue when selecting it. So who was this

mysterious person whose family seemed to want

this relation to remain anonymous? Naturally I

had to investigate further.

The burial register for that far back now resides

in the record office, but somebody had

thoughtfully made a list of the names and date of

burial it contained before depositing it. Scrolling

through the list of entries for 1941 produced the

name E.M.Boundy.

It transpires that she, Elsie Maria, was born in

Exeter on 17th October 1872, the seventh and

youngest daughter of a well to do business

family. She was educated at Exeter High School

for Girls and in 1891 passed The Cambridge Local

Examinations, the equivalent of today’s A Levels.

For whatever reason she doesn’t appear to have

ever had any paid employment but rather

involved herself in ‘good works.’ She directed a

concert in aid of St. Sidwell’s Church and

organised an Easter Fair at the Barnfield Hall for

the funds of the proposed Buller Hall, for

example. 

The highpoint of her life’s work probably

occurred during the First World War. The

Devonshire Regiment’s depot was in Topsham

Road, Exeter and initially most of the soldiers

were from Devon. The Mayoress of Exeter, Lady

Owen, created a charity fund to provide the

troops serving abroad with a few extras to try

and make life more bearable. Miss Boundy was

an assiduous worker alongside the Mayoress and

was in charge of that part of the fund earmarked

for Prisoners of War. In late 1918 they both

attended a meeting in London to discuss the

winding up of such funds when she was

described as the superintendent of the Packing

Department. In 1920 she attended the funeral of

Harry Medland, an ex- P.O.W. who had a leg

amputated in captivity, and had died, aged 23 on

his return home. She represented Lady Owen

who was no longer Lady Mayoress. Later that

year Miss E.M.Boundy (Devonshire Regiment

Prisoners of War Care Committee) was appointed

a Member of the Order of the British Empire ‘for

services in connection with the war.’

When she moved to Lydford from Exeter is not

known, but she was resident by the 1921 census.

Unfortunately, her address is just given as

Lydford and her occupation is Home Duties. She

certainly hadn’t deserted Exeter and during the

next few years was involved in the Exeter

Cathedral Shilling Fund, the Building and

Endowment Fund for the College of the South

West, the forerunner of Exeter University and the

Devon and Exeter fund for the Treatment and

Relief of Cancer. 

Whether she or the family had Langworthy built

is uncertain, but as Langworthy was a Boundy

family name it seems likely. It is an old Devon

name formed from Old English words meaning a

long farmstead and dates from Anglo- Saxon

times. At Lydford she was an active Vice Chair of

the Conservative and Unionist Association and

was a prominent member of St. Petroc’s Church,

for several years being both Secretary and

Treasurer of the Parochial Church Council, just as

another E.M.B. has. In 1928 it was largely due to

her efforts that an extra £100 was endowed

towards Parson Thorpe’s stipend. The Prince of

Wales as Duke of Cornwall, Patron of St. Petroc’s,

agreed to match the £50 raised locally due largely

to the efforts of Miss Boundy.

A life changing event took place in December

1936 when as she was crossing the A386 road by

the Dartmoor Inn she was knocked down by a

car. She received fractured ribs and head injuries

and spent several weeks in Chollacott Nursing

Home at Whitchurch until she recovered.

At the time of the 1939 Register she wasn’t at

Langworthy, but appears to have been acting as

Housekeeper for a young clergyman who was the

School Chaplain at Bradfield School. However,

two people called Boundy were at Lydford,

probably a brother and sister-in-law. Her stay

away was curtailed by the increasingly poor

health she had suffered since her accident. In

1941 she needed constant care and entered the

Whincroft Nursing Home at Horrabridge where

she died on 15th September after a stay of about

two months. She was 68 years old. Her funeral

took place at St. Petroc’s two days later.

I wonder how many other interesting people are

waiting to be ‘unearthed’ in our churchyards. Miss

Boundy strikes me as being a hard working, no

nonsense sort of person who liked to get things

done. I expect she ruffled a few feathers among

the locals during her time among

them!
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COUNT YOURSELF IN FOR BUTTERFLIES

The Big Butterfly Count returns from 17 July to

9 August, gathering vital data to help us

recover butterflies and moths. full detais are

available on the website

https://campaigns.butterfly-conservation.org/b

ig-butterfly-count-2026-pre-register

Okehampton u3a
Established in November 2001 

Our July speaker is Sally Smith

Tuesday 21 July

2.30pm at Fairplace Church

“Magnificent women in their flying machines”

Journalist and writer Sally Smith has had a

lifetime involvement in

aviation, including starting

and running the world’s only

all-girl skydiving display team

and coming second overall

female in the world

ballooning championships. In

2024 Sally was awarded the

Royal Aeronautical Society’s

Women in Aviation,

Aerospace and Space Award. 

Sally’s highly entertaining talk, supported by old

photographs, covers the British women who

achieved real firsts in aviation, from the women

who merrily sailed over London in a balloon in

1785 and the first woman to gain her pilot’s

licence in 1911 (her husband forbade her to fly!)

to the first women to go up into space. 

There is something for everyone in this talk, not

just women and aviation enthusiasts but for

anyone interested in hearing some extraordinary

stories of pioneering women, the obstacles they

faced and the part they have played in the

development of aviation.

Admission - £1.00 to help towards the cost of the

speaker, hiring the venue and refreshments. Non

members welcome.

Tavistock Parkinson’s Support Group -

open to surrounding areas
If you have been diagnosed with or care for

someone who has Parkinson’s, please join us

for support and information.

Four sessions are held a month, all in the

mornings at the Anchorage Centre, 10.30 -

12pm

1st Friday: Singing

2nd Thursday : Exercises

3rd Friday: Coffee morning

Last Tuesday: Talk by a member of

TALKWORKS - Living with long term illness on

Tuesday 28th July 

For further information please contact Pam

01822 614204 or call in at The Anchorage,

Chapel Street, PL19 8AG for a leaflet.

‘Brian says in 1976 we just got on with 
it.’

The Over 60’s Lunch

will be held on

Tuesday 14th July
Meet at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30. 

Please let Jennifer know if you cannot
attend. (01837 861592)

Thank you 
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Roadford Lake Summer Fair
5 July  11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Get ready to embrace summer at the Roadford

Lake Summer Fair! This exciting South West

Lakes Trust event promises to be a day of fun,

entertainment and connection with

nature for visitors of all ages.

What to look forward to:

Explore an array of unique local

crafts lovingly created by talented

artisans and enjoy live music

performances that will set the

perfect backdrop for a delightful

lakeside day. Gain insights into the

natural world with engaging wildlife

talks by our experts. For the

adventure seekers, there will be

watersports activities to make a

splash. There will also be fun games

and activities to entertain the entire

family, and don’t forget to bring your

furry friends along for scenic dog

walks around the lake.

Event details:

The Roadford Lake Summer Fair will

run from 11am to 4pm. With free

parking and free entry, it’s the perfect

opportunity to gather your loved ones and

enjoy a memorable day.

Location:

Roadford Lake, Broadwoodwidger, Lifton,

PL16 0RL

Website:

https://www.swlakestrust.org.uk/Event/roadfor

d-lake-summer-fair

The Bridfest

Tombola

Ann Allen and I will

be running the

tombola stall at

Bridfest. We are

always amazed at

how popular the

stall is, especially

with children. We

would be grateful

for any donations: bottles, cans sweets, toys,

in fact anything to which a ticket can be

attached. You can drop them off at 11

Crandford Close or at Glebe Park before the

events.

Thank you so much. Ali Young



St Thomas à Becket Church, Sourton

July

Future Dates

July 5th Patronal Service to celebrate St

Thomas à Becket Day

9.30 a,m. Holy Communion

Cream Teas on August 9th, 16th and

23rd with the assistance of our friends at

the Parish Hall.

We also hope to have one on the 30th

August providing we have enough helpers

to cope with the Bank Holiday weekend!

If you would like to lend  a hand, please get

in touch with Ruth:07967 357505 or

Jenny:07879 253903

Regular Services for July

 July 5th  Patronal Festival Holy

Communion at 9.30 a.m.

July 12th     Service at Bridestowe

July 19th    Morning Prayer at 9.30 a.m.

July 26th      Service at Bridestowe.

Jenny Batten

   

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all

occasions
Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for

special events such as wedding receptions,

birthday parties, concerts, family parties and

wakes following funerals.  It is also an ideal

function venue for conferences, meetings,

training seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large

hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing

comfortably; a well appointed kitchen and  a

small meeting room . There is a male, female

and disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside

there is a patio to the right hand side of the

hall and this is often used to have a covered

bar. The hall has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. There is a small area

to the front of the village hall for parking but

often extra parking can be made available for

a large function on request.

For prices and to book contact

  Paul Alford 07799 778 779  

  Sally 07305 112 586   

Visit the website to see prices and view the

calendar for availability

 www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk      

 Facebook - Sourton Village Hall  

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING

GROUP Our meeting this month will

be the annual bring and share

lunch.That will be at 11 Crandford
Close on Thursday, July 16th at

12noon for 12.30. If you have not

already done so, please let me know if

you can come and what you would like

to bring.
Ann Allan on 861551 or

annallan1948@gmail.com
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Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

Summer opening times  

April - September

Monday - Friday       9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm    



Movie Watch - June 2026

With School Holidays largely controlling the

schedules, June is never a vintage month at the

cinema. Last year we endured Mission

Impossible – The Final Reckoning, which was

unashamedly terrible, along with The Salt

Path, entertaining enough at first viewing but

soon devalued and ultimately revealed to be

duplicitous nonsense.

We struggled this time but managed one

cinema visit, to see Steven Spielberg’s big-

budget Disclosure Day. Not really our cup of

tea but positively reviewed and starring the

excellent Emily Blunt, amongst others.

As a point of comparison, all we could really

offer would be Close Encounters of the Third

Kind, released to critical acclaim 49 years ago.

ET would be another Spielberg title,

demonstrating the great man’s fascination with

the possible existence of alien beings.

This film follows cybersecurity expert Daniel

Kellner (Josh O’Connor) and Kansas City TV

weather presenter Margaret Fairchild (Emily

Blunt) as they become state-secret

whistleblowers, working with Hugo (Colman

Domingo) to expose nearly eight decades’

worth of evidence that the US government has

known about extraterrestrial life.

Files are stolen from Wardex, a shady

organisation run by Noah Scanlon (Colin Firth)

which include video footage showing US

organisations not just meeting alien life forms

but exploiting, vivisecting and killing them too.

KC traffic is brought to a standstill by stolen,

harrowing footage that a newscaster later

apologises for streaming on the local network

without providing any warning to viewers. Call

me heartless but I didn’t find scenes showing

the mistreatment of aliens particularly

harrowing.

Disclosure Day is emphatically not a

documentary, despite suggestions otherwise.

Colin Firth is not hoarding state secrets and

Emily Blunt is certainly not an intergalactic

sleeper agent. In many ways it’s a shame but in

an otherwise terrific cinematic experience, we

were hopelessly unable to shake our disbelief.

It’s all good fun though.

July and August don’t look great at the New

Carlton but there may be a few bright spots

buried away in the listings.

The Invite is an 2026 American comedy film

directed by Olivia Wilde, and written by Will

McCormack and Rashida Jones. It is an English

language remake of the Spanish film The

People Upstairs. 

Joe and Angela’s marriage is on thin ice. When

they invite their upstairs neighbours for a

dinner party, the night spirals into unexpected

places. Have they reignited the spark, or lit the

match that burns it all down? The Guardian

make The Invite ‘consistently funny and stylishly

directed, made with the kind of care and rigidity

that comedies just aren’t afforded now.’

The Invite goes on general release during the

first week in July. No firm scheduling details as

yet, so keep your eyes open.

In The Odyssey, Odysseus, king of Ithaca,

embarks on a perilous journey to return home

after the Trojan War. Not for me, but a cast

comprising Matt Damon, Tom Holland and

Anne Hathaway suggests it should be worth a

check when released on 17th July.

Spider-Man: Brand New Day launches locally

on 29th July and will require advance booking.

Fighting crime full-time as Spider-Man, in a

world that doesn’t remember him, coupled

with the pressure of seeing old friends move

on without him, sparks a change in Peter that

he may not have the power to control. Tom

Holland and Zendaya star. 

There are some decent-sounding titles

scheduled for August and beyond. We’ll take a

close look at them next month but in the

meantime it’s always worth keeping an eye on

the New Carlton website, for when the weather

breaks.

Television output has been dominated by what

the BBC annually, if unimaginatively, describe

as ‘A Great Summer of Sport.’ To be fair, it has

already been pretty good. I write, post-Ascot

and pre-Wimbledon, but there’s
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plenty more just around the corner. The Tour

de France, the British Grand Prix, the Vitality

Blast domestic T20 competition, The Hundred,

the F1 season (peaking across June and July),

the Open Championship and many other

events, all of which will mean plenty to their

respective groups of devotees.

And then of course, if you’re so disposed,

there’s the World Cup 2026. A bloated event

covering 48 teams and 104 matches, played

across three countries in 16 host cities. The

most overblown, commercialised sporting

event in history, with every single game

televised live on ITV or BBC.

I’m loving it but then I was always going to. My

Dad took me to Wembley for the 1966 World

Cup, since when I’ve been hooked. As I write,

the Group Stage, designed purely to prolong

the event and maximise TV revenue, is lurching

to a conclusion, having taken almost three

weeks to eliminate just 16 of the original 32

entrants. 

The serious stuff begins on Sunday 28th June

when the knock-out stages begin. The final will

be played in New York at 8pm on Sunday 19th

July. I should make whatever domestic

arrangements are appropriate.

To close, a few thoughts for non-sports

programming, which at least one of us has seen

and can recommend. These should all be

available on the various catch-up services.

Cornwall – A Year by the Sea (C5). A

beautifully-shot Cornish travelogue

Tip Toe – quality C4 drama starring Alan

Cumming and David Morrisey

The Hotel Inspector (C5) – Alex Polizzi

continues to insult hapless hoteliers

Great Central Asian Railways (BBC) – the

latest Portillo travel series. Educational.

Victorian Britain on Film (PBS America) on

Satellite Channel 173

World War 2 in Colour (also PBS America)

Dear England (BBC1) – acclaimed Gareth

Southgate drama, starring Joseph Fiennes

Mortimer & Whitehouse: Gone Fishing – (new

BBC2 series expected soon)

And finally, we both make Clarkson’s Farm

(Amazon Prime) just about the most

entertaining show currently being transmitted,

on any channel. Consequently we were

distressed to learn of Jeremy’s prostate cancer

diagnosis, filmed last May but only recently

revealed. However all would appear to be well,

with the all-clear having been received and

shooting of Series Six already underway.

Very much worth catching when the time

comes.

DAVID HARRISON

June 2026
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Boasley Chapel - Happenings 

   in July

Sunday 5th July 3-4.30pm 
Afternoon Tea ( The Okehampton Lions

will also be with us, handing over their

Chain of Office, so this will be a busy

afternoon.)

Thursday 16th July 12 -2pm

 Soup and Sweet

Sunday 19th July 9.30am 
Communion Service with Rev Chris

Jackson

Thursday 23rd 11-1pm July

 Reflection and Refreshments with
Angela Banfield

Everyone very welcome at any time.

Thankyou very much to all who
supported our scrap event....we filled

two skips!

-----------------------------------------------------------

BRIDESTOWE  READING

GROUP 
Our next meeting will be on

Thursday 2nd July at 

7.30pm at Sanctuary with

Esther kindly hosting. We will

be discussing The Betrayal by

Kate Furnivall.

About the book 

Could you kill someone? Someone you love?

Paris, 1938. Twin sisters are divided by fierce

loyalties and by a terrible secret. The drums of war

are beating and France is poised, ready to fall. One

sister is an aviatrix, the other is a socialite and they

both have something to prove and a murder to

hide. THE BETRAYAL is about choices. Hard choices,

destructive choices, brave choices, personal and

political, current and past. They build into a

powerful, epic story of love, loss and the long

shadow of war.

https://katefurnivall.com

About the author, in her own words

I had the shock of my life when I learned when I

was in my forties that I was part Russian. Not a

demure all-English rose after all then! It

changed my life. Triggered those Russian genes

into action. Inspired by my grandmother’s

dramatic St Petersburg life-story at the time of

the Soviet Revolution and her escape to China, I

wrote my first historical novel, The Russian

Concubine, which hit the New York Times

Bestseller list and was sold in 25 countries.

I was hooked by the thrill of setting powerful

emotional stories in dramatic far-off locations. I

took to travelling with a vengeance – Russia,

China, Malaya, Egypt, Bahamas, Italy, France. All

became backdrops for my sweeping tales set in

the first half of the 20th century when the world

was in turmoil.

 Research trips were riddled with wonderful

adventures and weird discoveries that enrich

my books. I delve into dark themes as well as

intense love stories, and strip my characters to

the bare bones in times of crisis to see what

they are made of. My books are full of tension,

twists and thrills, atmosphere and romance.

I was raised in Wales, went to London Uni and

worked in advertising in London. I now live in

blissful Devon with my husband, within walking

distance of Agatha Christie’s house for

inspiration. I have two adult sons and two

Burmese cats who call the shots.

I have written thirteen historical novels. They

have been on the Sunday Times and New York

Times Bestseller lists and been shortlisted for

the RNA Historical Novel of the Year Award.

Kate Furnivall

01566 783529

email: neil@neiledgson.com 
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Bridestowe Village Hall

Chairperson’s Report

The past twelve months have been another

busy and successful period for the Village Hall.

The Village Hall Trustees and Committee

members continue to meet monthly to discuss

the smooth running of the Hall and also

review the programme of improvements and

maintenance to keep things in as good an

order as possible as funds and time allow.

Firstly, I would like to thank all the Trustees for

their ongoing commitment to keeping the Hall

running effectively.   

The current team has continued to commit

time and energy to run this important

community facility.  Much of the work and

time commitment provides a very meaningful

contribution to Community life in the village

and I am sure that everyone (particularly

former Trustees and Committee members

appreciate the support that they continue to

give on a completely voluntary basis).

In particular I would like to thank Phil Down,

who for over ten years was responsible for the

relationship with regular hirers and for raising

all the invoices for all hirers alongside other

accounting duties.  Phil’s last meeting will be

the 2026 AGM and we will miss Phil - not only

did he do the invoicing; he supported the

Treasurer in keeping the Hall accounts in

order and could be relied upon to visit the Hall

on an ad hoc basis when things needed

checking or help was required.  Phil will be

missed and I am sure everyone who knows

him will be aware of what a supportive, kind

and reliable person he is – thank you again

Phil.

I would also like to welcome Fiona Moore who

has been on the Committee for about a year

and has now agreed to become a Trustee –

Fiona will take responsibilities formerly carried

out by Phil and we are delighted to have Fiona

on the team.

I would also like to thank Committee members

and volunteers who help to keep the Hall

going and in particular Terry Pritchard for

continuing to be chief cook at bacon baps and

Ali Young for making sure the Hall is ready and

supplies are in as well as overseeing the

session.  Thank you too to Debbie Pritchard,

Ann Allan and the other volunteers who

support this event. 

In February 2026 takings for Bacon Baps

reached a record of high of over £250 and this

is a valuable contribution to Hall funds. 

A special thank you to Jimmy Sidgwick and Val

Ramsay – it has made a huge difference to

have the Hall cleaned to such a high standard

and we have had many comments from hirers

about how clean and tidy the Hall is.  Thank

you too to Jimmy who, at time of writing, has

nearly completed repainting the side and front

of the Hall – it looks so much better and his

commitment is very much appreciated.

Another big thank you goes to the regular

Hirer’s of the Hall whose continued support

has ensured that we can continue to keep

things going and provide the all-important

income stream.  We were sad to lose the Keep

Fit class on Monday evenings and hope that

someone will step forward to fill this gap

offering either keep fit, pilates, tai chi or

similar.  

The next time you are at the Hall please stop

and admire the beautiful mosaics in the lobby

(picture) which has been created by the

Bridestowe Scouts Group.  It looks great and

the Scouts continue have been regular hirers

at the Hall since it was open – so a big thank

you to this Group.

The Hall has managed to keep the hire

charges at the same rate for four years but

with the increase in costs, particularly

electricity and oil, we will review our rates in

2026.  Please see the Village Hall website for

the new rates in due course.

In 2025 some of the money raised was used

towards replacing the flooring in the entrance

lobby and the Maragaret Moore Suite.  This

has given these areas a much-needed face lift.

The outside carpark lighting has also been

replaced and this has improved the overall

visibility both in the car park and on the ramp.

All the Trustees greatly appreciated the gift of

£500.00 from the Bridestowe Commoners –

chairs, tables etc are getting worn out/need

replacing so this will enable us to replace them

sooner rather than later.

The Hall floor is still in need of a complete

overhaul at some point but given the

enormous cost it has been decided to keep

the old floor going for as long as possible.  We

have also been advised that the Village Hall

roof will need replacing within the next ten

years. 
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Most of the existing Trustees have now been

supporting the Hall for over eight years so we

would really love to welcome some new

members.  Any contribution, no matter how

small would be welcome as there are often

odd jobs or simple tasks that need to be done

so do please consider being either a volunteer

or a Trustee.  If you are interested why not

come along to one of our meetings – we

would be delighted to have you join our team.

Esther C Winter

Chairperson

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Another Day of the Triffids?

75 years ago, John Wyndham’s dystopian

novel ‘The Day of the Triffids’  unleashed

invasive plants across the planet and made

such a

memorable impact that ever since, his

triffids have entered the language to

describe difficult, dangerous or tenacious

plants. The irony is that  Dartmoor National

Park, founded in that same year, has its own

problems with some invasive alien species, OK

perhaps not the fictional triffids, but some

awkward species, nonetheless. Himalayan

balsam is one of those and which, with a bit of

local help, could be driven off the moor before

it spreads its seeds and risks spoiling some of

Dartmoor’s precious habitats and familiar

views. So please find or perhaps

establish your own local balsam control group

and help to keep your local stream or river or

hillside clear of this plant. If there is no group

already helping to clear Himalayan balsam,

help and advice can be given by the Dartmoor

Invasives Project. Contact:

invasives@dartmoor.gov.uk

Starting in May, there will be organised

balsam days in and around Lustleigh,

Belstone and Princetown. So, if you can spare

a day or half a day and have

boots and gardening gloves, do come along

and enjoy some time outside with

like-minded people who are on a mission to

prevent this particular ‘triffid’ from taking over.

Please register your interest by contacting

invasives@dartmoor.gov.uk

Mervyn Newman, Dartmoor Invasives

 Co-Ordinator
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New advertiser..

A Voice For Times of Remembrance 
When someone we love dies, music can

become one of the most meaningful parts of

saying goodbye.  A familiar hymn, a favourite

melody, or a beautifully sung piece can offer

comfort, stillness, and a moment of peace for

family and friends.

Local classically trained singer Kate is now

offering live singing for funerals, memorial

services and celebrations of life.  With a broad

repertoire of sacred, classical, traditional and

reflective music, Kate can help families choose

something fitting and personal for their service.

Whether the occasion is a church funeral,

crematorium service, graveside committal or a

more informal gathering, Kate brings

sensitivity, warmth and care to each

performance.

A sample recording is available on You Tube

for anyone wishing to hear Kate sing before

making an enquiry.

For further information, or to discuss suitable

music for a service, please contact:

KATE on 01566 471401 /  07999917183

You Tube sample available on request. 

Dartmoor History Day

Saturday, 4 July 2026 at 10:00 - 17:00

This free public event in Chagford will bring

together exhibitions, music, stories and

community memories from across Dartmoor.

Dartmoor History Day will celebrate the history

and heritage of Dartmoor. It will take place in

Chagford on Saturday 4 July 2026, marking the

75th anniversary of Dartmoor’s designation as

one of Britain’s first National Parks.

Organised by the Chagford Local History

Society, Dartmoor History Day will run from

10am to 5pm at Jubilee Hall, Chagford, bringing

together local history groups, exhibitions, live

performance, refreshments, and community

memory projects from across Devon.

Visitors will be able to explore historical

displays curated by some of Devon’s most

active local history organisations, including

groups from Lustleigh, Moretonhampstead,

Okehampton, Throwleigh and Widecombe in

the Moor. The Devon History Society will

present a special exhibition, Devon in the

1920s, offering a fascinating glimpse into

everyday life in the county a century ago.

The event will also feature live performances of

Dartmoor-themed songs and stories, alongside

displays from the Chagford Heritage Centre

showcasing highlights from its rich local history

collections.

In partnership with the Chagford Community

and Memory Café, organisers will also invite

local residents to share memories of life on

Dartmoor in decades past, helping preserve

personal stories and experiences for future

generations.

Jon Lawrence, Chair of Chagford Local History

Society, said:

“Dartmoor has an extraordinary history shaped

by its landscape, communities and traditions.

Dartmoor History Day will bring together people

from across the moor to celebrate that heritage

and to share stories that might otherwise be lost.

We hope the event will appeal to anyone with an

interest in Dartmoor’s past, present and future.”

This free event is open to everyone with an

interest in Dartmoor’s heritage, landscape and

communities.

Location: Jubilee Hall, Chagford

No booking required

Free to all

Memorial

Vocalist

Kate

Contact: 01566 471401
Details: 07999 917183
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  Michael and Ness Pearce

have been selling their eggs

for over 20 years, leaving

them at the corner of Beech

Tree Meadow with people

paying for them in an ‘honesty box’. (A

quick thanks to Aunty Trish for allowing

them to use the spot!) Parents dropping off

children would often buy them, along with

passersby. Now, however, eggs have been

taken without payment and even the

money has been stolen. With regret,

Michael and Ness have decided to stop

selling eggs in this way as it’s not financially

viable. However, if you would still like some

eggs, Ness will drop them off to you on her

weekly visit to the village

Contact: 07979253041

 Bacon Baps will be

served on Saturday

25th July

10am - 12 noon

Bridestowe Village
Hall. 
Ian and Dawn will be there with their locally

sourced meat and eggs.

Remember we do have a card machine.

 If you would like to have a table at a bacon

bap session, either as a one-off or on a regular

basis, do get in touch. 

01837 86115

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW

The hall is a fantastic facility, that can

be used for a wide range of events,
from small meetings to large scale

wedding receptions and parties. The

venue is divided into a number of
units, including meeting rooms,

kitchen and a large hall which can be
hired out separately. Also the venue

can be hired in its entirety.
The hire charges are reviewed annually

and there is a special discount scheme

for local residents (within a 4 mile
radius of Bridestowe).Please contact

the Bookings Clerk for more

information
Esther Winter     Mob: 07946 992200

Visit the website
www.bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to

see prices and view the calendar for

availability.Seth’s Grass Cutting Services

Reliable and energetic local young

person offering lawn mowing in
Bridestowe.

Own mower and tools used. 

Can take cutting away for small
additional fee.

Competitive rates - please contact for a

free quotation visit.

01837 861114

 Friends of St. Bridget’s Church

      PHOTO COMPETITION

 Please support this

fundraising event buy buying

a quiz sheet that will be on

sale at Riverside Stores from

1st July until 8th August. Great prizes to be

won!

Pictures are slightly easier this year and you

don’t necessarily have to have all the answers

to win.

            GOOD LUCK!
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The Ark
We hope you can cope with this very hot

weather. Remember that the ARK is a COOL

place.

The Coffee Morning in June raised money for

Tavistock Memory Cafe. We were able to send

£225. Thank you to all who attended.

The  Coffee morning in July is on Saturday 11th

July. 10 am to 12 noon. The charity this month

is Farming Community Network, a voluntary

organisation & charity that supports farmers

and families within the farming community.

Whether the issue is personal or business-

related, FCN is here for you. It run a

confidential, national helpline and e-helpline

which is open every day of the year from 7am to

11pm and our volunteers provide free,

confidential support to anyone who seeks help.

Over 10,000 people a year benefit from FCN’s

support and it can help with a variety of issues.

Do come along and support our farmers.  The

hot weather has impacted on them greatly.

We look forward to seeing you all.

 The Ark opening times 

Tuesdays 10 - 12 with coffee, cake and a friendly

chat, and 2 - 4, when you can play whist.  

Thursday 10 - 12. Laugh and Craft.You can come

to the Thursday morning for coffee and a chat

and there’s no need to bring your craft work!

Jennifer Thorne  handles bookings. 

Phone 01837 861592 Email:

j.thorne2013@btinternet.com

Bridestowe Church Partnership

Sunday Worship for July 2026
Sunday 5th 

9.30am Service at Sourton

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church at The Ark

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s

activities)

9.00pm  Compline service in St Bridget’s.

Compline, also known as Night Prayer, is the

final church service of the day and lasts about

15 minutes.

Sunday 12th 

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s

Church

11.00am Service at the Methodist Chapel with

Angela Banfield

6.30pm Praise service at the Methodist Chapel

with Rev Chris Jackson

Sunday 19th  

9.30am Morning Prayer at St Bridget’s Church

11.00am United Service at Methodist Chapel

with Chris Jackson. Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper

Sunday  26th 

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s

11.00am Morning Service at the Methodist

Chapel with Bridestowe worship group

Let’s sing

From the brain to the heart, singing has been

found to bring a wide range of benefits to

those who do it, particularly if they do it in

groups. It can draw people closer together,

prime our bodies to fight off disease and even

suppress pain. So might it be worth raising

your own voice in song! Psychologists have

long marvelled at how people who sing

together can develop a powerful sense of

social cohesion, with even among the most

reluctant of vocalists becoming united in

song. Research has shown that complete

strangers can forge unusually close bonds

after singing together for an hour.

Bridestowe Church partnership are hoping to

start an all-age community singing group in

September. Singing a variety of songs.  If you
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are interested in being involved please look out

for more details next months BaSE and in other

places.

On Tuesday 14th July in St Bridget’s at 7.00pm,

The Faggottinis are presenting Music for a

Summer Evening.  Tickets (min donation of £5)

can be secured from Riverside Stores and

includes a glass of wine and light refreshments.  



EVENTS IN JULY

Summer Book Quest Launch: Saturday 11

July

Join us for the launch of this year’s Summer

Book Quest, ‘The Mission to Wayfarer Island’.

Call in to sign up and take part.  Also help us to

create our Summer Book Quest display in the

children’s area of the library.  

The Pearl Exchange On Tour: Thursday 2

July 18:00-20:00 

The Pearl Exchange is a creative community

space based in Bude for 18-35 year olds.

Throughout June and July they are bringing

pop up workshops to towns across Cornwall

and Devon. Come along to Okehampton

Library for a free creative workshop where

they’ll be making zines and badges - all

materials are included as well as free tea,

coffee and snacks. Find out more and book a

spot on The Pearl Exchange website -

thepearlexchange.org.uk/events/okehampton-t

he-pearl-exchange-on-tour/

NHS Speech & Language Drop-in Session:

Tuesday 7 July 9:30-12:30 

Would you like any advice and support for

your child’s speech, language and

communication skills? Visit this easy access

drop-in session with your pre-school child to

see an NHS Speech and Language therapist to

get advice, support and strategies from the

team.

Summer Book Quest Display Craft: 20-25

July During library opening hours

Help us to create our Summer Book Quest

display in the children’s area of the library.

Call in during library opening hours.  Free

activity for ages 5+, donations welcome.  

Check our Facebook and Instagram or posters

in the library for our upcoming events.

Recycling for Good Causes: Okehampton

Library have taken some inspiration from

other Devon Libraries who are doing their bit

assisting in tackling the climate crisis and we

are proud to say that we have also teamed up

with Recycling For Good Causes to offer a

recycling point in our library! You can now

drop off certain electronics, stamps, currency

or jewelry at the recycling point in front of the

customer service desk and these items will get

sorted and recycled, whilst also raising money

for our charity Libraries Unlimited.

Badges for sale

Okehampton Library now have badges for

sale! Collect all of the designs to support our

library. Suggested donation £1 each, all

proceeds will go to Libraries Unlimited, the

charity that runs libraries in Devon and Torbay.

Opening Hours  

Monday 09:00-17:00  

Tuesday 09:00-17:00  

Wednesday 09:30-12:30  

Thursday 09:00-17:00  

Friday 09:00-18:00 

Saturday 09:30-12:30

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, EX20 1AR 

Okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk

Lunar cycle for  July
 New moon         14th 

 First quarter     21st

 Full moon       29th

 Last quarter     7th

July’s full moon is known as

the Buck Moon, relating to the new antlers

that emerge on a deer buck’s forehead around

this time.

17 July – 24 August - The Perseid meteor

shower

In July and August the Perseid meteor shower

will take place, caused by the debris stream

from the comet Swift-Tuttle.

The Perseids are a highlight of many

astronomers’ calendars due to their high

hourly rate and bright meteors. At the peak

you could see up to 150 meteors per hour,

and you might even catch some fireballs too.

The Perseid meteor shower is active between

17 July and 24 August, with the shower

peaking on 13 August. Fortunately, this year

the peak of the shower occurs during new

moon, so conditions are ideal for seeing the

best of the Perseids  – moonlight won’t drown

out the fainter meteors.

Meteors will appear to radiate from the

constellation of Perseus, so find a dark spot

and look there for the best chance of seeing

some shooting stars. 
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Date for August

Exhibition
West Dartmoor Art at

Peter Tavy Village Hall
Sat 8th - Sat 15th August

10am to 5pm
Cafe -   Raffle  -   Free Entry



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote
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Wendy’s Sewing Box 
I offer the following services but am not limited to: 

Clothing repairs and alterations  • Curtain making and alterations  • Soft

furnishings, cushions, throws,etc  • Pet beds  • Upholstery and furniture

recovering. I am also happy to discuss bespoke requests. If you have any projects

or requirements you need looked at, please feel free to contact me. Wendy

Hannaford on 07960 026385 

or via email wendyhannaford@yahoo.co.uk

Morris Bros(Tavistock) Ltd
Your Local Independent Funeral Director

Services start at £1500 for a direct cremation,
£2995 for a simple cremation, to a full tailor made funeral service with “The Morris Way”

01822 612023  (24 hrs)
The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside Tavistock, PL19 0AZ

www.morrisbros.co.uk

Weekday appointments £40/hr

email: kate@katecornfield.com

mob:   07913 855 231

Based in Meldon, Nr Okehampton

Supporting individuals with all their concerns, historic and current. 
West Devon Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy & EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the Okehampton and Tavistock area. 
For more information or to book a FREE 20 minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting soon, please see website for further details. 
“Therapy should never add to the distress that someone has experienced, I try and make
every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”

Dartmoor Domestic Appliance Repairs

 07368 656 897

johnhunkin@ddarepairs.co.uk

18 Turnpike Close Whiddon Down EX20 2RN

John 

Hunkin
Engineer specialising in appliances

and sales  



SBG Plumbing & Heating Services 

Renewables - Air source, Ground Source 

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating
Boiler Installation & Upgrades 

Gas Boiler Servicing        Gas Safety Checks Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing     07811 490 356       sigilbert@btinternet.com

 Moorcare Gardening & Home    Maintenance Services

Grass cutting & lawncare • Hedge trimming & pruning
Weed control & maintenance  • Planting beds & pots

Garden clearance • General tidying • DIY jobs and home maintenance
Call 07530 365125

Martin           Sourton - Okehampton

L Knight Event Catering 

Weddings - Parties - Wakes - Holiday Cottage Catering - Corporate Events and
Meetings. 

Large and Small events catered for with bespoke menus to suite every catering need. 
Full staffed service or Delivery only also available 

Please call Leanne on 07706 767 831
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Based in Bridestowe          ANIMAL MICROCHIPPING 

Home visits by arrangement also.

 Call or text Jane 07809 747 379          £16.80p inc. VAT per animal

Dino Fencing
Specialising in all aspects of agricultural, equestrian and garden
fencing.
Please ring for free quotes Mobile 07730436329
Home 01837861223 Email: dinohorn1@gmail.com

MOORLAND GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE
Please call for a free quote! 07845 758 702 // 07718 220 309

Based in Okehampton and surrounding area
Services we offer: Grass/hedge cutting, turfing, domestic fencing,weeding,

landscaping, garden clearance, strimming, pressure washing.



Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs Fish &

chips with peas and

bread and butter

£10.95

 Our Sunday roasts

are as popular as ever. 

Booking is advisable to

avoid disappointment.

Mike, Sarah and the

team

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE     Tel: 01837 861318

    Opening hours: 

Open daily 

12 - 3pm       5pm - close

Open all day Saturday and Sundays and Bank holidays

from 12 midday. Home-cooked food available

Sunday food Roast dinners served 12 - 2pm and from

6pm. Last orders for food at 7.45pm

Quiz on Wednesday

 8th July at 8pm in aid

of Freewheelers Blood

Bike Service
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HYDROTHERAPY AND PHYSIOTHERAPY FOR YOUR DOG

An experienced and passionate team committed to improving your dog’s quality of

life. We treat a variety of conditions and injuries, including:

• Hip and Elbow Dysplasia  • Patella Luxation • Spinal disease or Injury

• Cruciate Ligament Injuries • Lameness • Obesity
• Pre and Post Op Rehab • Osteoarthritis • Neurological disorders
9 X 4 METRE POOL   UNDERWATER TREADMILL     PHYSIOTHERAPY      MASSAGE

The Retreat, Canine Rehabilitation Centre, Tavistock Road, Okehampton, EX20 4LR 

Tel: 07711 492689                          W:  theretreatrehab.co.uk

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We

pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,                call 01837 658696      



Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £15 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £20 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding, effective from 

1st January 2024
Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage
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Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Chloe Elkins Freelance Groom and Pet Services
BHSQ Level 3 Groom     BHSQ Level 2 Rider and Coach

Holiday cover, pet sitting and checking, dog walking, general yard duties, etc

Contact Chloe on                07922 423219 or

email:                       chloeelkinsfreelancegroom@gmail.com



Raw Meat Animal

Feed for Dogs & Cats
Convenient 400g blocks

Frozen to preserve    No

preservatives and no

artificial colourings -

both can be harmful to

your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079

(*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown,

Okehampton EX20 4DL

EXPERT CARPENTER & BUILDER
Friendly, reliable Devon based carpenter with exceptional Facebook/Instagram reviews!

We can meet all your home and garden needs!

Extensions, renovations, kitchen and bathroom installations, custom-made
furniture/storage, patios, fencing and much more. 

Message for a free quote.

Phone: 07764 536935

Email: mscriv10@gmail.com

Facebook: Mark Scrivener Carpentry
Instagram: mark_scrivener_carpentry



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired
Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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MOOR
  INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS          01837 748218    www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES     NO OBLIGATION  HIGHLY COMPETITIVE

PENSIONS l INVESTMENTS l PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX l TRUSTS l BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Diamond cleaning 

With over 10 years experience covering windows, guttering cleaning repair and
replacement, solar panels, conservatory roof, internal cleaning and much more.

For a free none obligation quote please contact me on 07723359373 or
diamondcleaning81@gmail.com

New advertiser



Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566
783418

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes
Greetings cards  Available from Riverside Stores. 

Commissions accepted 

 Do you have an interesting home/garden/business premises

which would look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a possible

commission, or details of the full range and prices of products,

ring me, Penny McInnes, on 07535 049623 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

Bathroom - Kitchen - Floors & Walls
Interior & Exterior Tiling
a professional finish is guaranteed fitting ceramic,
porcelain and natural stone tiles to your property
7 Day Turnaround Quote Guarantee - City & Guilds
qualified - Fully insured - All Work Guaranteed
07725 954124

A traditional approach to window cleaning.
Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Traceable • Authenticated • Nutritious  • 100% grass-fed  •
Sustainable
Grass - fed Beef Boxes available
01822 820699     moo@warsonbeef
Warson Barton, Coryton, Nr Lydford, Okehampton EX20 4PQ
com www.warsonbeef.com/beef-boxes



Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and

repair   Landlord certificates.  Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.      Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marble cut to any size and
shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com
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Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering,

Tadelakt & Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings,

Repointing, Construction Skills Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark

Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Lynn Murphy              

Fully insured with DBS         

 Diploma in Pet Sitting & Dog Walking

Pet First Aid Certified 

NVQ Level 2 Small Animal Care 

  07785 712 159

Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range
of high quality arboricultural services Services include:

Tree removals, tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping

and dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump grinding
and tree planting. Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote.

 Tel:     07398 26 8877           Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

 We have plenty of bedding and container plants coming

on plus lots more on offer, all very competitively priced

Our polytunnel is now open so why not drop in to see what we’ve got. 

John and Angie            01837 861866



Champion Tree Services

All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied                Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093

NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails
@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk   

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming    Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience
Call Richard on 01837 861220 
or mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning for Dogs 

CANINE DENTAL CARE
Call for an appointment 07930 303760

Susannah - Professional Dog Groomer

www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk
Ultrasound is the most advanced technology for oral hygiene, removing tartar and

destroying bacteria
• cleans with oscillation • removes plaque and tartar • no movement or vibration

•  reaches deep into gum pockets • destroys bacteria • improves blood circulation

• no abrasive particles •  no anaesthetic

M&M CONSTRUCTION

BUILD •  RENOVATE • RESTORE
Mark Shepherd 07850 785395

Mark Turner 07860 736480

mandmconstructiondevon@gmail.com

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL BUILDING EXPERTS

Home extensions &conversions• Renovation and Property makeovers • Kitchens & bathrooms

Carpentry, roofing &outdoor projects • Landscaping, patios & outdoor projects • Lime, cob and

oak work.
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www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

BAKER’S BUILDING

Telephone: 01837 861 509

  07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

River Walks House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience Dogs, cats, small animals to 
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and 

cleaning available Please call Louise on         07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT
preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097
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Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

SGC ELECTRICAL
Sam Coward Electrician Bridestowe

sgcoward@yahoo.com

07914 750 728      Okehampton

WINCHATS PORK & POULTRY DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR
Sausages     Bacon Pork packs     Free range eggs

Gammon joints  Oven ready chickens Pork & apple burgers    Oven ready ducks

Contact Ian or Dawn Vanstone 

     Mobile 07811 351 807
   Email: dawnbrake@hotmail.com 

                   Free local delivery of your food from Devon



Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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P.S. Electrical All electrical work undertaken

Office 01837 8811112 Mob: 07792 163156   Email: Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk66

Spears Fishleigh, Sanctuary Lane, Hatherleigh, EX20 3LH

THE VILLAGE VALET  -  Car valeting  by M. Amhof

0792 607 5341
Covering a wide range of vehicles • Competitive rates offering a range of services 

• No job too big or small Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

Lydford Taxis Serving Lydford, Tavistock, and the surrounding Dartmoor area, our friendly

drivers are here to deliver dependable service 7 days a week. Currently operating with two vehicles, we

offer private hire for up to 8 passengers. We serve all villages and towns in the region, and offer long-

distance travel to stations, airports, hospitals and all major transport hubs.

01822 660430        ride@lydfordtaxis.co.uk                            www.lydfordtaxis.co.uk/

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY

Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges  Tel: 07591 655072        Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com



Contact details for BaSE: Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)
Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible. It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just
follow the link for BaSE.
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 SALT OF THE EARTH
Rare breed gammon
Bacon, chipolatas and 

sausage-meat 

PLUS our whole range of grass-fed lamb and slow-grown pork
Contact Alyse or Isaac:

 email office@saltoftheearth.farm or order online at www.saltoftheearth.farm

Forthcoming Events - July 2026
Thursday 2nd   7.30pm, Sanctuary, Pig’s Leg Lane, Reading Group
Friday 3rd 6pm, Bridestowe School Ground, Family rounders

Saturday 4th 10am - 5pm, Jubilee Hall, Chagford, Dartmoor History Day
Sunday 5th 11am - 4pm, Roadford Lake, Summer Fair

1pm - 4pm, Belstone Village Fair

Wednesday 8th 8pm, The White Hart, Quiz in aid of Freewheelers Blood Bike Service
Saturday 11th 10am - 12 noon,The Ark, Coffee morning in aid of Farming  Network

Tuesday 14th 12.15 for 12.30pm, Over 60’s Lunch
7pm, St Bridget’s Church, Concert

Wednesday 15th 7.30pm, The Ark(Methodist Church), Bridestowe PC meeting

Thursday 16th 12 for 12.30pm, 11, Crandford Close, Thursday Morning Group lunch
12-2pm, Boasley Chapel, Soup and Sweet 

Monday 20th, 7pm, White Hart, Bridfest Volunteers’ meeting

Tuesday 21st 2.30pm, Fairplace Church, Okehampton u3a, talk
Saturday 25th 10am - 12pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps

9.30am, Cemetery gates, Volunteer Group 
Tuesday 28th  10.30am - 12 noon, The Anchorage Centre, Tavistock, Parkinson’s 

Support group talk

6-8pm, Sourton Village Hall, Pottery event


