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ST BRIDGET’S CHURCH TOWER APPEAL PLANT SALE
BRIDESTOWE SPORTING GREEN

Saturday 23rd May 2026

10 am
Plant Sale in aid of the St Bridget’s Tower Appeal with the support
of Friends of St Bridget’s

Refreshments and cake stall
*Tomatoes plants available in advance of the Sale!
Multiple varieties, red, orange, green, black, striped, etc
Please contact us - can be delivered in the village*

We would be grateful for any contributions of plants, ornamental or
vegetable, gardening books or good quality gardening tools (no knives
please) which can be bought to the Sporting Green on the morning of
the sale.
contact either
Deborah Dreyer by email deborahdreyer@ gmail.com or by text on
07854613337

Or
Jo Fleming by email jofleming59@gmail.com or by text on 07976547412
For collection or to arrange drop off and for tomato plants.




The Vicor wrutes....

| am indebted to an American colleague for
this piece of wisdom:
Go to church.

If the sermon is boring, take a nap. If the
sermon is compelling, well then, you got lucky.
Most weeks neither one is going to happen.
Most weeks the vicar will preach the same
three things he’s been preaching for years
because they are the three things that still
matter, and your kids will scribble on the hymn
book, and afterwards there will be tea at the
back of the church that has been brewing since
1987.

Go to church anyway.

Go to the small one. The village church. The
one with the broken heating that nobody goes
to anymore. The one where the widow in the
second row remembers your grandfather’s
name and the churchwarden has the same
hairstyle as he did when he was forty.

Go.

Maybe the solitary person in the choir sings a
little flat. That is fine. He has been doing it for
twenty-six years and he is doing it for Jesus.
Maybe the organ hasn't been played since
Christmas. Fine too. Maybe the kid in the pew
in front of you is building a paper airplane out
of the gift aid envelope and his mom is
pretending not to see. That is discipleship. Let
him build the airplane. Hopefully there will be
a notice about a cake sale next week and a lady
named Doris will bring a cake made to exactly
the same recipe as her mother used for the
cakes she used to bring in 1974, and she will
tell you about her knee surgery whether you
asked or not.

Go to church.

Not to find the perfect one. You won't. You can
spend years looking far and wide, and you will
never find one that everybody in your house
will like at the same time. The whole thing is
going to be awkward, and too long, and you
are going to wonder if the man two rows up is
actually asleep or just really focused. He is
asleep.

Go anyway.

Skip the aesthetics. Watch the weirdos. The
men with rough hands who say amen in the
wrong place. The old lady in the back row who
has mouthed every word of every hymn for
sixty years and means it. The teenager who
thinks the whole thing is fake until one Sunday

it isn’t. Your kids are going to remember the
windows and the smell of the hymn books and
the things you kneel on embroidered with an
emblem of an organisation that closed thirty-
one years ago. That is a real inheritance. Do
not underestimate what stewed tea and cake
and a sermon on Romans you will forget by
Tuesday is doing to their souls. The perfect-
theology people do not need a small church
like that. They need another conference. They
need a podcast. They need a bigger audience.
You need a small church, a bored teenager,
and an uncomfortable pew.

Go to church. It is going to save you from your
own perfectly curated life.

Advrion Brook

A reader responds

In last month’s “A Vicar Writes”, Adrian stated
that on 18th March 2026 the House of Lords
had passed a law making it legal in this
country to abort a baby up to birth. This is
factually incorrect. Itis not legal in this
country to abort a baby up to birth, except in
clearly defined exceptional circumstances.
The law in question is an amendment (to the
Crime and Policing Bill) seeking to
decriminalise women wishing to have an
abortion. It would remain illegal to abort a
child beyond 23 weeks and 6 days except in
very limited circumstances (for example, to
save the mother’s life). As stated by Reuters
in its Fact Check
(www.reuters.com/fact-check/britains-house-lo
rds-has-not-legalised-abortion-up-birth-2026-
03-20/) “... the Lords voted to keep an
amendment, inserted last year by MPs in the
House of Commons, that would decriminalise
abortion for women, not legalise abortion up
to birth.” Reuters goes on to quote the actual
amendment: “It would not change any law
regarding the provision of abortion services
within a healthcare setting, including but not
limited to the time limit ... or the
requirement for two doctors’ approval”’ (my
boldface).

Angela Elkins
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Life in the Twenties
by Howard Barkell

Just recently | came across an old newspaper
cutting from about a hundred years ago which
confirmed one of the tales my father used to
tell. It is virtually impossible to imagine what
village life was back then even if we try hard in
an effort to understand the events and
mindsets of those times.

Life was certainly different, no mains water
supply, no sewerage disposal system, no
electricity for starters. The majority of jobs
involved some sort of manual labour. Several
men were still working on farms either as
owners, self-employed tenants or as labourers,
sometimes called cattlemen or shepherds or
carters. There were at least six places keeping
cattle in the village itself, the top house at
Bridhayes, the White Hart, Town Farm, South
Ball, the Royal Oak and North Ball (now
Hillside). Most homes had a good sized garden
where mainly vegetables were grown as an
important part of the family food supply.
People looked upon anything which interfered
with food production as a pest or vermin which
needed to be vigorously controlled.

Poultry keeping was a popular pastime and the
Bridestowe Fanciers Club held an annual show
with dozens of different classes and hundreds
of entries. Breeds of all shapes, colours and
sizes from Rhode Island Reds to Indian Game
and Bantams were catered for. Similarly various
kinds of pigeon were shown. My father and his
brother kept homing pigeons in the loft at the
White Hart. They were very proud of the fact
that they sold their prize hen to the Royal Loft
at Sandringham.

Rabbit keeping was not so popular, but they
were included in the show as well. It is more
likely that men would be involved in catching
wild rabbits than breeding tame ones. Apart
from using a gin trap or a wire which only
caught one rabbit three main requisites were
needed for a field trip, permission to be on the
land, a good supply of nets and a ferret. The
most common sort was the white furred albino
with pink eyes, although the fitch or fitchy,
which looked more like a polecat, was not
uncommon.

If an active bury, never called a burrow, was
being hunted in a hedge both sides of the
hedge needed to be policed. Every hole had to
be covered with an individual net before the

ferret was introduced. As soon as the rabbit
knew a ferret was around it would flee to the
nearest hole to bolt or escape only to get
tangled up in the net and be quickly dispatched.
As soon as the ferret appeared in pursuit it had
to be grabbed by the neck and put back in its
box. Rabbits were a useful supplement to a
family's meat supply.

My grandfather, who was probably thought of
as a village worthy (he seemed to be involved in
everything) always kept a dog, usually a fox
terrier, as well as a ferret. He took the view that
as long as he had permission once he could
return as many times as he liked until he was
seen. He also took part in the dubious practice
of sending live rabbits in a crate to London by
railway. A brother-in-law worked as a mason in
Finchley. He and his mates kept whippets and
they needed live rabbits to course.

| doubt that my grandfather ever sat on a horse,
but he was a keen follower of hounds. I'm not
sure how he managed with a pub to run, got his
housekeeping daughter to stand in for him
perhaps. He was well known for travelling miles
on his bike, often loading it on the train if that
happened to be passing near a meet. Once
back home he would write a detailed account of
the day's proceedings, including the names of
the more illustrious riders and post it off to the
local newspaper. It was always published under
the name Ringwood, maybe the name of his
favourite hound.

It was once thought worth reporting one
summer that William Sutton, who farmed at
Sprighill, had killed 46 snakes near his house
and farm buildings. It didn't state any other
details. Maybe some unfortunate slow worms
were included.

So, what was that original newspaper cutting all
about. An otter had been seen at East Bridge
three nights running. It had raided the poultry
yard at the Royal Oak and carried off two ducks.
This state of affairs couldn't be allowed to
continue, so on the third night as it approached
the yard it was shot. It was a fully grown dog
otter and was estimated to weigh about 25
pounds. My father reckoned that the marksman
lived in the Square and it was the last otter ever
seen in the village. Wouldn't it be great to think
that otters were once again present on the
upper parts of the River Lew. Is there any
evidence this might be so?
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EASTER CHICKS

A BIG thank you to
everyone who supported
St.Bridget's with knitting
chicks, donating money or eggs, selling
them and of course, buying them. Some
went as far as London!

What a great community effort.

The total raised was a fantastic £232.50

Thank you
Georgina

Friends of St Bridget's annual

subscriptions are due this month.
Still £6 a year

Major work needed on the tower so we

need all the friends we can get!

Contact Georgina Hodgson
(07789 146177) or Bill Thirtle (07921
540990) to pay for the year.

Standing orders will continue as always.

Bridestowe Village Hall
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 27th May 2026
at 7pm* at the Hall.

Do consider coming along to find out

how your community building is faring.

*Please note earlier start time.

Duiz

Wednesday 13th May

Quiz at The White Hart for St
Bridget's Church.

Starts at 8.00pm

SHEEP TRAIL
Thank you to everyone “ -

who took partin the ¥
Sheep Trail around the

village. u u
1st Prize was a lovely

Easter basket of

chocolate goodies.

Won by Georgia Bewes with all the correct
answers and the winning name Lady BaBa.
Runner up was a large Easter egg which was
won by Niamh Amhof also with all the
correct answers and a great name of Baa
ram ewe!

£25 was raised for St.Bridget’s.

Thank you to everyone who hosted a sheep
to make the trail possible. | will be collecting
them back in in the next few days ready for
next year!

Thanks again.

A date for June’s diary..

BRIDESTOWE PRIMARY SCHOOL

sUMMER
FAIR

Save the date!
Saturday 13 June 2026

Bridestowe School Grounds
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Okehampton Recycling
Centre
0345 1551010

[ 4

e

Summer opening times
April - September
Monday - Friday

9am - 5pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

The Bridestowe Volunteer Group met in
April and achieved a good deal, despite
reduced numbers. The grass was cut
around the fruit trees in the community
orchard. Do drop in and see the fruit trees
in blossom - it will gladden your heart! The
inner side of the top hedge of the cemetery
was cut back. Volunteers walked the length
of Pool Hill picking up litter. The village too
was strewn with items from recycling boxes
following the recent very strong winds. A
total of six bags were filled.

The group will meet again on Saturday 30th
May, congregating at 9.30pm at the
cemetery gates.

New faces are always welcome

Tavistock Parkinson’s Support Group -
open to surrounding areas

If you have been diagnosed with or care for
someone who has Parkinson’s, please join us
for support and information.

Four sessions are held a month, all in the
mornings at the Anchorage Centre, 10.30 -
12pm

1st Friday: Singing

2nd Thursday : Exercises

3rd Friday: Coffee morning

Last Tuesday: Talk: Update with Community

Specialist Nurse - Emma Edwards on
Tuesday 26th May

For further information please contact Pam
01822 614204 or call in at The Anchorage,
Chapel Street, PL19 8AG for a leaflet.

uda

learn, laugh, live

Okehampton u3a

Established in November 2001
Our May speaker is Stephen Powles

Tuesday 19 May
2.30pm at Fairplace
Church
“The Unbelievable
Truth”

Wildlife stories that
must be seen to be
believed

Formerly a vet, Stephen Powles changed career
to pursue a lifelong passion for wildlife, wildlife
photography, filming and conservation.
Stephen’s material has made a number of TV
appearances, featured in the national press
and won major awards. His photography
concentrates on interesting and challenging
wildlife subjects.

“Sometimes you have to see something to
believe it”. Over many years photographing
and filming wildlife Stephen has been
fortunate enough to observe and capture
wildlife antics that he would not have believed
possible had he not seen the story unfold in
front of his own eyes. Stephen will share some
of those antics in his illustrated talk.

Admission - £1.00 to help towards the cost of
the speaker, hiring the venue and
refreshments.

For further information please contact Dee
McVey 01837 658590

A Big Thank You to Brian Higbee!

A heartfelt thank you to Brian Higbee, who so
kindly mows the grass at the bottom of
Trescote Way every week or two throughout
the spring and summer. It is very much
appreciated by everyone who lives in the road
— thank you, Brian!
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Open Gardens in aid of St Luke’s Hospice,
Plymouth

Lewtrenchard Manor
Wednesday 6th May,
12-4pm

A chance to visit the recently redesigned
spring gardens at Lewtrenchard. The gardens
original designed by Walter Sorel extend over
several acres with streams, a sunken garden, a
profusion of shrubs, a huge rustic dovecote
and a recently restored walled vegetable
garden. There are timeless walks from the
gardens along Madam'’s Walk, on the banks of
the River Lew and to the woods and beyond.

AND

Mary Tavy Village Gardens,

on Sunday 31st May

11am - 4pm

Due to popular demand we are delighted to
present the hidden village gardens of Mary
Tavy. A wonderful selection of gardens to
inspire and delight visitors. Take a stroll
around the lanes and meet garden owners
and enjoy homemade refreshments. Parking
area by Coronation Hall.

£6 per person - free entry if under 16.

BRIDESTOWE PARISH COUNCIL

Dog fouling is becoming an increasing
problem...again. It is an issue that never
really goes away but recent reports indicate
that some owners are being less
conscientious. Apparently the old Launceston
Road is one of the worst areas.

The Council would urge all dog owners to
clear up after their pets. There is an ample
number of bins so disposal of bags is not a
problem.

With the warmer weather coming children
will once again be playing in the Sporting
Green, rolling about in the grass and running
around in bare feet.

Please remember this is not a dog exercising
area so keep your dog on a lead as you walk
the footpath.

Thank you

The next full meeting of the Parish Council
will be held on Thursday 21st May at 7.30pm
in The Ark ( Methodist Church)

Clerk’s contact details:

Kayleigh Walker

Little Kellacott Farm, St Giles on the Heath,
Launceston PL15 9SW

Tel: 07854 275 955

Email: clerk@ bridestowe.org.uk

BEARSLAKE INN

LOCALS’

LOYALTY CARD

Join our Locals Loyalty
Scheme and enjoy:

10% off every visit
A Free drink on your 5th visit
25% off your 10th visit

CALLING ALL LOCALS

LIVE IN A EX20, e
PL16 OR PLI19
POSTCODE?

For full details on how to join and
redeem your rewards, head to
bearslakeinn.com/locals-loyalty or
just pop in to collect your card

YOU CAN GET UP TO 25% OFF
YOUR BILL AT BEARSLAKE INN




TEAM
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Hands-0n Adventures in
Art, Design and Engineering

TUTORING Acthity Clb in West Devan

Website: www.moor-tutoring.co.uk
Email: beci@moor-tutoring.co.uk
Mobile: 07486378007

| would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Rebecca Smith and | have
been a local resident in Bridestowe for at least 13 years. | am a Qualified Primary School
Teacher/Head Teacher/SENCO and Level 4 Mindfulness Teacher with 28 years of experience and
an Enhanced DBS Check. Recently, | started my own business called Moor Tutoring and am based
in the West Devon Area.

My vision is to put “Children and their Families First” and in order to do that, | offer a Bespoke
Tutoring and Home Education Service providing tuition to children aged 5 to 11 online and face to
face.

With the knowledge and experience gained over the past 28 years, | can also provide:
- SEND Consultation for Parents,
- mindfulness programmes for children and adults,
- beginner’s Flute lessons for children and adults and
- activity clubs during the school holidays.

This August, | am running ‘Hands - on Adventures in Art, Design and Engineering’ with children
aged 5to 11 (STEAM) in various places around the West Devon Area, including

Bridestowe Village Hall on Wednesday 5th August.

Limited places available and 10% off for advance bookings.

Please book via beci@moor-tutoring.co.uk

Please spend time looking at my website www.moor- tutoring.co.uk and | look forward to hearing
from you soon

Rebecca Smith at Moor Tutoring

MOOR ‘Putting Children and their Families First’

TUTCORING

A Bespoke Tutoring and Home Education Service
for Primary School Aged Children

We also provide: SEND consultation for parents, Mindfulness programmes
for children and adults, beginner’s flute lessons for children and adults and
holiday activity clubs.

[@usem |
Website: www.moor-tutoring.co.uk S8
Email: beci@moor-tutoring.co.uk ?&*Tﬁ"
Mobile: 07486378007 | OSET )
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News from Lydford

Gorge, National Trust
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience
Officer National
Trust

The team from Vertical

Technology is currently on site working to
make the rock face above the Devil's Cauldron
trail safe again. They started on Monday 13
April and are hoping the work will take around
two weeks to complete, meaning that we will
hopefully have the Devil's Cauldron trail open
by May. But as always with the gorge, we can't
be certain until it's done, and the work could
be delayed by closures for high winds or
unforeseen hitches. So please check the
website for updates or get in touch.

Two more recent moth surveys in the orchard
at Lydford Gorge, one in March and one in
April, found between them 42 different
species of moth, of which 33 had not been
recorded here before. On both surveys the
largest number of moths of a single species
was the common quaker Orthosia cruda. In
March, 93 were recorded and in April, 76.
Although they can be very variable in colour,
they can be recognised by their round-tipped
forewings, which have large, pale-outlined oval
and kidney shaped markings. We also had
good numbers of the small quaker Orthosia
cruda.

Another fairly common species, and the larvae
of both these quaker moths feed on a range of
deciduous trees including oaks. Another
species whose larvae feed on oak is the
frosted green Polyploca ridens. It's much less
common than the quakers and the surveyors
were excited to see it. Thanks to Andy Trout
and Dave Pakes from the Devon Moth Group
for carrying out the light trap surveys, and
identifying and recording the species. Once
the moths were recorded they were safely
released. Monitoring is important as it
increases our knowledge so we can help
conserve these fascinating creatures.

The bluebells should be reaching their peak
right about now. The best place to see them
here is along the Lyd link path. We also
spotted the leaves of the early purple
orchid(photo) back in March and so these

should now be
flowering too. We
have a spring
flower spotter
sheet available in
both visitor
welcome areas to
pick up for free if
you want some
more information on some of the species
found around the gorge.

We have a new pin badge for this year based
on a silver Lydford penny. Silver pennies were
minted in Lydford during the Anglo-Saxon
period from around 973 to 1050. The one
depicted on the badge was minted in the time
of Athelred the Unready (which meant ‘badly
advised’). The reverse of the coin, with a long
cross, is what we chose to show on the pin
badge. The text around the edge reads
/LFSTAN M O LYDA - which tells us this coin
was minted by the moneyer Zlfstan in Lydford.
The long cross was a guide to cut the coin into
halves or quarters, useful as one penny was
worth around one day’s pay. It's available for a
suggested donation of £3 as a memento of
your visit. All profits are used to help look after
Lydford Gorge for everyone, for ever.

Opening Times
Devil's Cauldron trail, Waterfall trail and
Lyd Link path open every day 10am-4.30pm.

Second-hand bookshops 10am-4.30pm.

Devil's Cauldron tea-room  10.30am-4.30pm.

Waterfall tea-room 10am-4pm.
As always, please check the website before
travelling in case of closures

- nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk
Tel: 01822 820320

Facebook: LydfordGorge Instagram:
lydford.gorge.nt

Registered Charity Number 205846
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BRIDESTOWE READING
GROUP

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday 7th May at
Rowdens Barn at 7.30pm.
We will be discussing In Cold Blood by Truman
Capote.

About the book ..

In Cold Blood is a non-fiction novel[1] by the
American author Truman Capote, first
published in 1966. It details the 1959 Clutter
family murders in the small farming community
of Holcomb, Kansas. Capote learned of the
quadruple murder before the killers were
captured, and he traveled to Kansas to write
about the crime. He was accompanied by his
childhood friend and fellow author Harper Lee,
and they interviewed residents and
investigators assigned to the case and took
thousands of pages of notes. The killers,
Richard Hickock and Perry Smith, were arrested
six weeks after the murders and later executed
by the state of Kansas. Capote ultimately spent
six years working on the book.

In Cold Blood was an instant critical and
commercial success. Considered by many to be
the prototypical true crime novel.

About the author..

Truman Capote was an American writer whose
non-fiction, stories, novels and plays are
recognised literary classics, including the
novella Breakfast at Tiffany's (1958) and In Cold
Blood (1965), which he labeled a “non-fiction
novel.” At least 20 films and TV dramas have
been produced from Capote novels, stories and
screenplays.

He was born as Truman Streckfus Persons to a
salesman Archulus Persons and young Lillie
Mae. His parents divorced when he was four
and he went to live with his mother’s relatives
in Monroeville, Alabama. He was a lonely child
who learned to read and write by himself
before entering school. In 1933, he moved to
New York City to live with his mother and her
new husband, Joseph Capote, a Cuban-born
businessman. Mr. Capote adopted Truman,
legally changing his last name to Capote and
enrolling him in private school. After graduating
from high school in 1942, Truman Capote

began his regular job as a copy boy at The New
Yorker. During this time, he also began his
career as a writer, publishing many short
stories which introduced him into a circle of
literary critics. His first novel, Other Voices,
Other Rooms, published in 1948, stayed on The
New York Times bestseller list for nine weeks
and became controversial because of the
photograph of Capote used to promote the
novel, posing seductively and gazing into the
camera.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Capote remained
prolific producing both fiction and non-fiction.
His masterpiece, In Cold Blood, a story about
the murder of the Clutter family in Holcomb,
Kansas, was published in 1966 in book form by
Random House, became a worldwide success
and brought Capote much praise from the
literary community. After this success he
published rarely and suffered from alcohol
addiction. He died in 1984 at age 59.
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/431149.
Truman_Capote

01566 783529
email: neil@neiledgson.com

CREAM TEAS
In aid of St Thomas a Becket Church,
Sourton AND
Sourton Village Hall

Served at Sourton Village Hall
on Sunday May 24th,1.30 to 4.30p.m
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St Thomas a Becket Church, Sourton
May

Easter Monday Cream Tea

Thanks go to all the wonderful people
who helped and donated food for our
special cream tea in aid of the Paediatric
Oncology Ward Exeter Hospital. It was a
wonderful result and very many people
came to support such a worthy cause.

The next CREAM TEA will be on SUNDAY
May 24th from 1.30- 4.30 p.m.

This will be a joint effort with the village
Hall to raise funds for the church and
village Hall.

We would be very grateful for any offers
of help .

Please contact Jenny: 07879 253903

Or Ruth 07967 357505

There will be a PCC meeting on May
20th at 7 p.m. at the Rectory
By kind invitation of Adrian and Diane

Regular Services for May

May 3rd
May 10th  Service at Bridestowe
May 17th Morning Prayer at 9.30 a.m.
May 24th Service at Bridestowe

May 31st To be arranged

Jenny Batten

Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all
occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for
special events such as wedding receptions,
birthday parties, concerts, family parties and
wakes following funerals. Itis also an ideal
function venue for conferences, meetings,
training seminars and exercise classes.
The hall has good facilities; it offers a large hall
that can seat 120 and 220 standing
comfortably; a well appointed kitchen and a
small meeting room . There is a male, female
and disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside
there is a patio to the right hand side of the
hall and this is often used to have a covered
bar. The hall has disabled /wheelchair access
with ramped entrances. There is a small area
to the front of the village hall for parking but
often extra parking can be made available for
a large function on request.

For prices and to book contact

Paul Alford 07799 778 779

Sally 07305 112 586
Visit the website to see prices and view the
calendar for availability
www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall

Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING
GROUP

This month we shall be meeting for
coffee and cake, or breakfast if you
prefer, at Alder Vineyard.That will be
on Thursday, May 21st at 10.30.
Please let me know if you can come.
Ann Allan on 861551 or
annallan1948@gmail.com
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Movie Watch - April 2026

March and April are invariably fallow months at
the cinema and so it proved once again this
year. We managed a couple of visits, but more
due to our availability than any great desire to
sample the output.

We saw The Drama, about which we knew next
to nothing. ‘An American romantic black comedy’
starring Zendaya and Robert Pattinson, neither
of whom were familiar to us, making the whole
evening something of a journey into the
unknown.

The promotional blurb went with, Just days
before they say ‘I do,” a picture perfect wedding
week goes off the rails when an unexpected turn of
events puts a happily-engaged couple to the test.
Needless to say, the reality was far more
dramatic.

Charlie, played by Pattinson, is a studious-
looking young British art historian who happens
upon the beautiful Emma in a Boston coffee
shop. They get talking, there’s an unmistakable
spark and the next thing you know a wedding is
on the horizon.

As their big day draws near, Charlie and Emma
go for dinner with close friends Rachel and
Mike, during which they dare one another to
each reveal the worst things they've ever done.
At this point, not unreasonably, things begin to
slip away, badly.

The first three could only muster lame
examples of juvenile misbehaviour, until Emma
brought the evening to a shuddering halt by
revealing that as a 14-year-old she’d planned, in
all seriousness, a high-school shooting. Happily
she’d been unable to go through with it but,
unsurprisingly, her claim put something of a
damper, not only on the evening's proceedings,
but on Charlie and Emma’s impending marriage.

Emma hoped they would all just accept her
assurance that she'd got through it and was
now perfectly normal but the damage was
irrevocably done. The friends couldn’t unhear
what they've heard and Charlie sensed their
picture-perfect relationship was beginning to
unravel.

The wedding went ahead but soon descended
into chaos. In fact the closing scenes lie
somewhere between the darkest comedy
imaginable and pure slapstick.

Fiona hated it, | rather enjoyed it. As ever, the
choice is entirely yours.

Just as the BaSE shutters dropped, we squeezed
in a second cinema visit. Project Hail Mary is a
well-reviewed sci-fi thriller starring Ryan Gosling
as a 6th Grade science teacher, Ryland Grace.
He wakes on a spaceship, light years from
home, with no recollection of who he is or how
he got there. | know the feeling, mate.

I'll let you know next month if that one was any
good. | have my doubts.

We were looking forward to Glenrothan which
marks the directorial debut of Brian Cox, who
also stars in the film. However the reviews were
sufficiently awful that we were dissuaded, quite
possibly wrongly.

The Devil Wears Prada 2 launches on 1st May
and will be heavily promoted and inevitably
popular. | know nothing about The Sheep
Detectives but it's been well reviewed and stars
Hugh Jackman and Emma Thompson so should
be good.

Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu will
appeal to the usual devotees. This one opens
on 22nd May. | could faithfully transcribe the
publicity blurb but may as well be typing
Swahili, so if you're that way inclined, | should
check for yourself. The Evil Empire has fallen
but imperial warlords remain scattered
throughout the galaxy and so on.

Also on the horizon, opening in early-June, we
find Savage House (Richard E Grant, Claire Foy
etc), Disclosure Day (Emily Blunt, Colin Firth)
and Toy Story 5 (Tom Hanks and friends). More
on those next month by which time hopefully
all three will have appeared at the New Carlton.

Meanwhile two April TV programmes jumped
off the page. One proved a big disappointment
while the other turned out quite the opposite.

We'd hugely enjoyed the spoof BBC
documentaries Twenty Twelve and W1A, so

were very much looking forward
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to Twenty Twenty Six, the follow-up based
around this summer's World Cup. Hugh
Bonneville and Hugh Skinner star in all three but
for some reason the most recent of the trilogy
falls horribly flat. The excellent supporting cast
originally included the likes of Jessica Hynes,
Jason Watkins and Monica Dolan but beyond
Bonneville and Skinner the latest incarnation
simply isn't funny. I'd steer clear.

On the other side of the coin, if you've not yet
seen The Assembly (ITV) I'd be inclined to rectify
that omission from your viewing repertoire. This
is a chat show with a difference.

The interviewers comprise a group of autistic,
neurodivergent and learning-disabled
individuals for whom no subject is out of
bounds. It's a perfect antidote to tiresome
interviewees  gushing about their latest
book/film/tour/fitness video or whatever.

There are any number of great moments.
Stephen Fry was quizzed by a young man called
Jacob who listed any number of products Fry has
endorsed across various TV commercials.
“Heineken, Alliance & Leicester, Twinings Tea,
Pioneer Hi-Fi, Walkers Crisps, Marks & Spencer,
Honda, Virgin Media, Extra Strong Mints, After
Eight Mints"......he's possibly still reeling them
off but eventually Jacob came to the end.
However the fun continued. “Stephen, is there
anything you wouldn’t do for money?”

The Times covered The Assembly under a
headline the read, ‘Claudia can't save the chat
show - but | know who can!’

It's outstanding television and if you've missed it,
| suggest you use ITVX to catch up.

The programme actually launched on BBC but
they claim not to have had sufficient finding to
commission a second series, so ITV gleefully
scooped it up.

A few other bits and pieces for you. The
Capture and Ambulance (BBC1) are both worth
checking out. DTF St Louis (Sky Atlantic) has
received strong reviews, as has The
Copenhagen Test (C4).

We've both really enjoyed the current series of
Race Across the World (BBC1) while Mrs
Harrison has deemed Grace (ITV) ‘a good ironing
programme.’ Faint praise.
The Hotel Inspector remains

(C5) very

watchable, unlike the aforementioned Claudia
Winkleman Show (BBC1) which serves merely
to demonstrate Graham Norton’s consummate
skill as a chat-show host. Sorry Claudia but it's
terrible.

Finally, 1 know | should start acting my age but

The Cure at the BBC (BBC4) was just terrific.

DAVID HARRISON
April 2026

Lunar cycle for May

New moon 16th
First quarter 23rd
Full moon 1st &31st
Last quarter 19th

On 1 May we will see the Flower Moon which
signifies the blooming of spring flowers and
represents a time of abundance.

But in a rare occurrence, there will be two full
Moons in May - on 31 May we will see the Blue
Moon.

A ‘Blue Moon' is the name given to a second
full Moon in a calendar month.

We usually get 12 full Moons a year but this
doesn't quite match up with the lunar orbit of
the Earth.

The Moon makes one revolution every 27.3
days so roughly every two and half years we
get an additional full Moon.

As it only happens every few years it is where
the expression ‘once in a blue Moon’ comes
from. The Moon will not look any different.

AT THE THIRD PoTHOLE,
5 TURN LEFT__ -

ﬁmtgf
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Boasley Chapel

May
Happenings

Sunday 3rd May 2.30-4.30 Cream Teas
Sunday 10th May 11am Service with
Rev. Philip Wagstaff

Thursday 21st May 12 - 2pm Soup and
Sweet Plus Annual Scrap Metal Event
(see below)

Sunday 24th May 2.30pm Service with
Rev Chris Jackson

Thursday 28th May 11am Reflection
and Refreshments with Angela Banfield
All are welcome at any time!

Our Annual Scrap Metal event will last from
Thursday 21st until Saturday 23rd May from
10-4.30pm each day

during which time we will have a skip on site to
collect all unwanted scrap metal you may wish
to donate. This is then sold on

to help with the upkeep of the chapel. We have
been doing this since 2012 and each year has
its own story to tell.

The value of scrap metal fluctuates
considerably, and the amount of scrap that is
brought along to the skip varies too!

2 years ago we ended up filling 3 skips as
several people were having a good spring tidy-
up.

Sometimes things are donated which are too
good to throw in the skip, so we invite offers
for these things. Consequently we now have a
‘Saleroom’ with many very interesting items
passing through!

Do come along on any of the days we are open
and have a browse, or bring along that old
metal bucket and throw it in the skip.

Some items are not permitted into the
skip...No fridges, freezers, microwaves, gas
cylinders, and any tyres removed if possible.
Any queries please ring 01837 871763 or
07841 836018.

Sourton Parish Council Update
www.sourtonpc.org.uk
parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk

07792958675

The closure of Lloyds Bank has had a real
impact on residents, businesses, and
community groups. We are asking anyone
affected to send us details of any problems
experienced, including dates and times, so that
we can report these concerns to Link and
challenge the decision not to provide a banking
hub for the town.

Our Annual Meeting will take place on Monday
11th May at 6:30pm. Residents are encouraged
to attend, ask questions, and share their views.

We are also currently seeking two new
councillors to fill existing vacancies. If you are
interested in helping shape the future of the
community, please get in touch.

» p J
On Saturday 2nd

May 2026
9.00-12.00noon

Full English Breakfast - Bacon, Sausage or Egg
Baps Available

Join the Okehampton District Lions
for a Great Devon Breakfast!

? Church Hall,
4 Market St,

Okehampton EX20 1HN
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Bridestowe Parish Council
Chair’'s Annual Report

This year has been one of both practical
challenge and steady progress for the Parish
Council, with a clear focus on safeguarding
our village environment, managing financial
pressures responsibly, and strengthening
the foundations for future decision-making.
Before going into a little more detail | would
like to thank Chris for his leadership and
commitment to Bridestowe and the council
both as a councillor and recently as chair. |
would also like to thank my fellow
councillors for supporting me in taking on
the role as chair following Chris’s
resignation.

Of note this year the council has addressed
a number of issues raised by residents. Two
of these requiring significant work.
Concerns were raised regarding trees
encroaching on properties in Tanyard Court,
as well as the urgent need to fund repairs to
the collapsed church wall. These were
substantial and unavoidable expenditures,
and they have had a direct bearing on the
financial planning that followed.

Discussions were held in the Autumn
regarding the management and planning of
the cemetery and a dedicated working
group was set-up. This group have worked
to formalise and update policies and
protocols, map remaining space, and ensure
that future management of the cemetery is
consistent, respectful, and sustainable.

It would be remiss not to acknowledge the
two major planning applications for housing
development that have been submitted this
year. The council objecting to one and taking
a neutral stance on the other. While
opinions on housing development in the
village understandably vary across the
parish, the council’s role has been to ensure
due process, transparency, and fairness.
The annual requirement of the Council to
set the precept always requires a
challenging and robust discussion and this
year was no exception. Given the pressures
of the past year and the responsibilities we
hold, this was an essential step to ensure we

can continue to serve the community
effectively and outline clear intentions to
future-proof the Parish Council’s financial
security.

Once again | would like to thank my follow
councillors, as well as our clerk, borough
councillors and parishioners for their
support and look forward to serving as chair
in 2026.

Jo Pritchard

Sourton Village Hall

Annual General Meeting
Monday 18th May 2026
7.30pm at the Hall

Everyone is warmly invited to
attend.

If you care about village life and
want to help keep an important
local space active, your
involvement would be greatly
appreciated.

Further details on our website
www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk
or please make contact by
emailing sourtonvh@gmail.com
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Bacon Baps will be
served on Saturday
30th May

10am - 12 noon in
Bridestowe Village
Hall.

lan and Dawn will be there with their locally
sourced meat and eggs.

Remember we do have a card machine.

If you would like to have a table at a bacon

bap session, either as a one-off or on a regular
basis, do get in touch.

01837 861157

WINCHATS PORK & POULTRY
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

Sausages Bacon

Pork packs Free range eggs
Gammon joints Oven ready chickens
Pork & apple burgers Oven ready ducks

Contact
lan or Dawn Vanstone
Mobile 07811 351 807
Email: dawnbrake@hotmail.com
for free local delivery of your
food from Devon

Seth’s Grass Cutting Services
Reliable and energetic local young
person offering lawn mowing in
Bridestowe.

Own mower and tools used.

Can take cutting away for small
additional fee.
Competitive rates - please contact for a
free quotation visit.

01837 861114

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW

The hall is a fantastic facility, that can
be used for a wide range of events,
from small meetings to large scale
wedding receptions and parties. The
venue is divided into a number of

units, including meeting roomes,
kitchen and a large hall which can be
hired out separately. Also the venue
can be hired in its entirety.

The hire charges are reviewed annually
and there is a special discount scheme
for local residents (within a 4 mile
radius of Bridestowe).Please contact
the Bookings Clerk for more
information
Esther Winter
Visit the website
www .bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to
see prices and view the calendar for
availability.

Mob: 07946 992200

For Sale

Extending aluminium ladder,
4 metres to 7 metres. In
good condition

£50

Call 01837 861194
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Bridestowe Churches Partnership

Sunday Worship for May 2026

Sunday 3rd

9.30am Service at Sourton

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church at The Ark
(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s activities)
Sunday 10th

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget's Church
11.00am Morning Service at the Methodist
Chapel with Cathy Wagstaff

Monday 11th

6.30 for 7.00pm. St Bridget's APCM in the
church.

Wednesday 13th

8.00pm. Quiz in The White Hart in aid of St
Bridget's Church. Donations of raffle prizes will
be greatly appreciated.

Sunday 17th

11.00am United Service at Methodist Chapel
with Chris Jackson. Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper

Sunday 24th

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget's
11.00am Morning Service at the Methodist
Chapel with Barry Searle

Sunday 31st

9.30am Morning Prayer with Christening
11.00am Morning Service at the Methodist
Chapel with Helena Haywood

“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”

These words are attributed to Charles Wesley
who was an Anglican Vicar and the founder of
the Methodist Church.

The words have a good message for all of us to
live by whoever we are and whatever we
believe. The world is a better place if we all look
out for and help each other.

The Ark

The Coffee morning in April raised £225 for
Cancer Research UK. Many thanks to all who
supported this.

The Coffee Morning in May will be held on
Saturday 9th May, 10am to 12 noon.

Coffee/ tea, biscuits and the
usual cake stall. The charity for
May is RNLI.

| R TANY
mie

Lifeboats

Thinking about the safety of our
families and friends who will visit us and our
beaches this summer. Do come.

The Ark opening times
Tuesdays 10 - 12 with coffee, cake and a friendly
chat, and 2 - 4, when you can play whist.
Thursday 10 - 12. Laugh and Craft.You can come
to the Thursday morning for coffee and a chat
and there’s no need to bring your craft work!

Jennifer Thorne handles bookings.
Phone 01837 861592
Email: j.thorne2013@btinternet.com

Lunch will be held

on Tuesday 12th i
May. Meet at 12.15

for lunch at 12.30.

Please let Jennifer know if you
cannot attend. (861592)

Thank you

The Over 60’s ‘ ‘
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A date for June’s diary..

Friends
ST BRIDéET’S
CHURCH

BRIDESTUWE

wssis WEDNESDAY | /7 % ST BRIDGET’S
[ (L) % CHURCH,
L==27) 24TH JUNE | >/ ¥V BRIDESTOWE

VEH.# A E W”ﬁ.{?/ Mﬁé ?Lﬂ‘ ﬁﬁm %

St Bridget's Church has been at the heart of our village for centuries —
a place of history, community and shared memories.

F ™
WHY COME ALONG? WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
Hear about the current 'r-{_" e i welcome —
condition of the church yeie don. T need T be a re?ufar ﬁwﬁ@ﬂ-ﬁr
Understand the proposed If you:
plans for repairs and + have a connpection to the church
improvements +" value local heritage
Find out how we plan to " want to support the village
secure funding for " or are simply curious to leam more
essential works
Share yaur views on the y _ HELP US SHAPE THE
future of this important FUTURE OF ST BRIDGET’S
building A R A= ) :
i el ek This is very much a commundty project, _
Get inwolved in Suppﬂrting . and your whether through L e
the project Fin idea g irformead — -
b 4, P e makes a real difference.
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Okehampton
MAY EVENTS
Author Talk & Q&A with Liz Fenwick: Friday
15 May, 19:00 for a 19:15 start
Join us for an Author Talk & Q&A with Cornish
author Liz Fenwick to celebrate the launch of
her brand-new book, Flora's Day. Tickets £5 for
library members and £7.50 for non-library
members to include refreshments, booking
essential via Ticketsource or Okehampton

Library. Books will be available for sale after
the talk.

‘Greetings From Okehampton’ - A Local
History Talk with Paul Rendell: Tuesday 26
May, 19:00 for 19:15 start.

As part of Local & Community History Month,
join us for a talk at Okehampton Library on the
history of Okehampton with local historian
and Dartmoor guide Paul Rendell. Paul's talk,
‘Greetings from Okehampton’, will look at the
history of Okehampton through picture
postcards. Paul will examine the history of
British picture postcards, started in the 1890's,
and the ‘tricks of the trade’ used over the
period of 120 years, as well as many other
aspects of postcards. If you own any
Okehampton Postcards, please feel free to
bring them along to the talk. 19:00 for a 19:15
start, tickets £5 for library members and £7.50
for non-library members (don't forget it's free
to join the library!)

Booking essential via Ticketsource or
Okehampton Library.

Please see our library website or Facebook
page for any additional events and library
services discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk
Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00

Tuesday 09:00-18:00

Wednesday  09:30-12:30

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday  09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:30-12:30

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, EX20 1AR
Okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk

At Tavistock Wharf
The Playboy of the Western World
NT Live
by John Millington Synge
directed by Caitriona McLaughlin

Thursday 28th May, 2pm & 7pm

Nicola Coughlan (Bridgerton) joins Eanna
Hardwicke (The Sixth Commandment) and
Siobhan McSweeney (Derry Girls) in John
Millington Synge’s riveting play of youth and
self-discovery.

Pegeen Flaherty's life is turned upside down
when a young man walks into her pub
claiming that he's killed his father. Instead of
being shunned, the killer becomes a local
hero and begins to win hearts, that is until a
second man unexpectedly arrives on the
scene...

Filmed live on stage at the National Theatre,
Caitriona McLaughlin directs this darkly funny
tale full to the brim with secrets.

£13.00
£11.00

Tickets ( matinee & evening)
Under 18s (matinee & evening)

wEsnan WORLD

Juhn Millington Synge

A prodiclan fam

Raticnol
atre
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BELSTONE’'S DAWN CHORUS WALK
Saturday 9th May from 5:30 am to
9:00 am

This year's annual Dawn Chorus walk, led
as usual by Chris Walpole, leaves Belstone
Village Hall at 5.30am on Saturday 9th May
(six days after International Dawn Chorus
Day) and follows a varied route around the
parish, through woods, across fields, along
lanes and over the open moor. Last year a
record turnout of early risers enjoyed a
beautiful morning seeing and/or hearing 35
different species, the highlight of which
was probably the moment we heard our
first cuckoo calling from somewhere near
Scarey Tor and at the same time all looked
up to see a red kite far above us. This year’s
summer visitors are arriving - | saw
swallows over the cricket ground on 11th
April, house martins in the village on 13th
April and was told that a cuckoo had been
heard at Gidleigh on 7th April.

Wear your walking boots for the rough bits
and bring your binoculars and bird-
identifying apps, but please leave your four-
legged friends at home.

We should be back at the Hall for an ‘all-
you-can-eat’ breakfast of cereals, toast and
bacon rolls by 8am. Suggested donations of
£6 for the walk, or £12 for the walk and
breakfast, will be gratefully received for

Hall funds.

Chris Walpole

In Memory of Stephen Rockett
Charity Tractor Run

Proceeds to

Boasley Primary School
Bramble Ward, RDE

Sunday 3rd May, 9.30 - 3pm
at Bratton Clovelly Parish Hall

Tractors meet from 9.30am and move off
at 11am.

If you have other vintage vehicles
(Landrovers or bikes) and would like to
join in, as long as it’s roadworthy and
insured, we would love to see you.
Tractor entry £10, passenger entry £5 to
include a bacon bap.

Other refreshments available until 3pm
Raffle
Advance entries would be appreciated
to Amy at rockettstores@gmail.com or
07970 800 454

'Wild West' Bridfest is only
3 months away...

Saturday 1st August

Would you like a stall on
the day? All enquiries to
Bridfest@yahoo.com
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Bridestowe to Okehampton Bus Timetable - weekdays
and Saturdays only

To Okehampton

Bus number

306 118 306 118 306 118 306

Bridestowe White Hart 8.45 11.47 14.47

Bridestowe Turn 6.58 9.58 13.58 17.58
Okehampton West St 7.10 9.00 10.10 12.00 14.10 1500 19.10
Okehampton Station 7.17 9.05 10.17 14.17 15.05 18.17

To Bridestowe

Bus number

306 118 306 118 306 118 306

Okehampton Station 7.30 8.25 10.25 14.25 15.32 18.25
Okehampton West St 7.37 8.30 10.32 12.37 14.32 15.37 18.32
Bridestowe Turn 7.48 10.43 14.43 18.43
Bridestowe White Hart 8.44 12.49 15.49

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ...

At the top of Pool Hill
We have plenty of bedding and container plants coming
on plus lots more on offer, all very competitively priced
Our polytunnel is now open so why not drop in to see what we've got.
John and Angie 01837 861866

® |rosie bracher

specialist family law solicitors

Award-winning family lawyers on East St, Okehampton

www.rosiebrachercouk 01837 510966  mail@rosiebracher.co.uk
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Wendy's Sewing Box
I offer the following services but am not limited to:
Clothing repairs and alterations * Curtain making and alterations * Soft
furnishings, cushions, throwsetc - Pet beds * Upholstery and furniture
recovering. I am also happy to discuss bespoke requests. If you have any projects
or requirements you need looked at, please feel free to contact me. Wendy
Hannaford on 07960 026385
or via email wendyhannaford@yahoo.co.uk

Q Supporting individuals with all their concerns, historic and current.
r West Devon Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy & EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the Okehampton and Tavistock area.
For more information or to book a FREE 20 minute consultation please call Melika on
07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting soon, please see website for further details.
“Therapy should never add to the distress that someone has experienced, | try and make
every session as positive and uplifting as | can.”

| BIAT] wrm._,‘:w
81 Devon

John Dartmoor Domestic Appliance Repairs
. 7 7

Hunkin 07368 656 89

Engineer specialising in appliances

and sales johnhunkin@ddarepairs.co.uk

18 Turnpike Close Whiddon Down EX20 2RN

kate cornfield

SPORTS MASSAGE|

Weekday appointments £40/hr

email: kate@katecornfield.com ”| ”l
mob: 07913 855 231 U U |

Based in Meldon, Nr Okehampton

Morris Bros(Tavistock) Ltd
Your Local Independent Funeral Director
Services start at £1500 for a direct cremation,
£2995 for a simple cremation, to a full tailor made funeral service with “The Morris Way”

01822 612023 (24 hrs)

The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside Tavistock, PL19 0AZ
www.morrisbros.co.uk

SAM ALLUM Boiler Maintenance
FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER
Call: 01822610668 Mobile: 07832024948 Email:samallum@gmail.com

+ Competitive rate + Friendly, tidy and efficient « Call now for a quote
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Dino Fencing o

Specialising in all aspects of agricultural, equestrian and garden

fencing.
Please ring for free quotes Mobile 07730436329
Home 01837861223 Email: dinohorn1@gmail.com

MOORLAND GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE
Please call for a free quote! 07845 758 702 // 07718 220 309
Based in Okehampton and surrounding area
Services we offer: Grass/hedge cutting, turfing, domestic fencing,weeding,
landscaping, garden clearance, strimming, pressure washing.

Based in Bridestowe ANIMAL MICROCHIPPING
Home visits by arrangement also.
Call or text Jane 07809 747 379 £16.80p inc. VAT per animal

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services

Renewables - Air source, Ground Source [B][B][@]

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating
Boiler Installation & Upgrades

Gas Boiler Servicing Gas Safety Checks Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing 07811 490 356 sigilbert@btinternet.com

- Agricultural/Domestic Fencing
- Landscaping/Gardening

- Patio/Decking

- Tree Felling/Clearance

e 07545 879 431 - Log Splitting
= j.e.landservices@outlook.com - Plant hire with Operator

Moorcare Gardening & Home Maintenance Services
Grass cutting & lawncare ¢ Hedge trimming & pruning
Weed control & maintenance e Planting beds & pots
Garden clearance e General tidying e DIY jobs and home maintenance
Call 07530 365125

Martin Sourton - Okehampton
L Knight Event Catering
Weddings - Parties - Wakes - Holiday Cottage Catering - Corporate Events and
Meetings.

Large and Small events catered for with bespoke menus to suite every catering need.

Full staffed service or Delivery only also available

Please call Leanne on 07706 767 831




HYDROTHERAPY AND PHYSIOTHERAPY FOR YOUR DOG
An experienced and passionate team committed to improving your dog's quality of
life. We treat a variety of conditions and injuries, including:

* Hip and Elbow Dysplasia * Patella Luxation < Spinal disease or Injury
* Cruciate Ligament Injuries  » Lameness * Obesity
* Pre and Post Op Rehab * Osteoarthritis * Neurological disorders

9 X4 METRE POOL UNDERWATER TREADMILL PHYSIOTHERAPY MASSAGE
The Retreat, Canine Rehabilitation Centre, Tavistock Road, Okehampton, EX20 4LR
Tel: 07711 492689 W: theretreatrehab.co.uk

Interior Design Consultants
based near Lydford..
BAYLEY

from running your entire project.. to a

bit of guidance to keep you on track of SKINNER

your own renovation or revamp of a & Co
small project - we can help..
www bayleyskinner.com

studicdbayleyskinnar.com Tel 01665 661129

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We
pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed
atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE Tel: 01837 861318

Quiz on Wednesday
13th May at 8pm in
aid of St Bridget's

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and

Church bread and butter
£10.95
= = " 7 Tomening hourer
| Opening hours: Our Sunday roasts
Open daily
| 12 - 3pm Spm - close | are as popular as ever.

Booking is advisable to
avoid disappointment.
Mike, Sarah and the
team

| Open all day Saturday and Sundays and Bank holidays |
| from 12 midday. Home-cooked food available

| Sunday food Roast dinners served 12 - 2pm and from |
|6pm. Last orders for food at 7.45pm |
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Itechmonster LTD
IT Support Website Design Business E-mail Web Hosting
Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 sales@itechmonster.com helpdesk@itechmonster.com

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes
from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open
space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West
Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet
whilst in our care.
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £15 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)
and £20 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding, effective from
1st January 2024
Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

I l I E LOGOS
I N IS D S I G N BUSINESS CARDS
POSTERS & BANMNERS

LEAFLETS & BROCHURES

DESIGN AND CONTENT STUDIO ATRIBE LD S P D

AND MORE

HELPING BRANDS STAND OUT @inthisdesign

inthisdesign@outlook.com

Chloe Elkins Freelance Groom and Pet Services
BHSQ Level 3 Groom BHSQ Level 2 Rider and Coach
Holiday cover, pet sitting and checking, dog walking, general yard duties, etc
Contact Chloe on 07922 423219 or

email: chloeelkinsfreelancegroom@gmail.com

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

Agricultural Law
« Farm and land sales  « Partnership matters
* Tenancy issues « Environmental issues
* Wills and estates * Health and safety
* IHT and APR advice * Sporting rights
Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00
9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

R&B REMOVALS e regular trips to London

¢ locall/long distance
friendly & efficient service 24/7 e secure storage

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336 or 07583 220243




Magna Maintenance
Emergency Repairs

Complete Property Service

07540956379

Commercial and Domestic I

Work Undertaken

WWw.magnamaintenance.com
info@magnamaintenance.com

B&B
Studio Barn Conversion
Accommodation

Studio Barm Conversion B&EB close to the main A30 with

a - - a
STUnRnNnInNg views over E.}{}." LMOoOor

Large living/dining area, modern bathroom, double bedroom
with king size 4 poster bed.

Dog friendly. Private fenced garden. Ample parking. Fast WIiFi

Comprehensive breakfast menu. Tea/coffee provided. Cooking
facilities, Fridge and microwave.

Self catering cottages with hot tubs also available.
Luddon Farm, Boasley Cross, Okehampton. EX20 4MNCk
Tel: 07787687309
Email: peterdeacon@@btconnect.com

Raw Meat Animal
Feed for Dogs & Cats
Convenient 400g blocks
Frozen to preserve No
preservatives and no
artificial colourings -
both can be harmful to
your animal

v v Mxﬂ
HANNAH PALFREY

- Gardening & Livestock Services —

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order; * Experienced Garden Maintenance
website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk 5 ) g .
Phone: 07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 Fruit Tree & Cider Orchard Pruning
(*Mobile number now corrected) * Qualified Vet Tech Care

Email:  sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown,
Okehampton EX20 4DL

07742 459931

hannah_palfrey@outlook.com - () ®
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INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS 01837 748218 www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES NO OBLIGATION = HIGHLY COMPETITIVE
PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS | PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX | TRUSTS | BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

THE TOY SHOP ‘st
We look forward to 5eeing You GLAiM gooul

A small independent toy shop, stocking all the popular brands such as
Lego, Orchard Toys, Green Toys, Lottie, Schleich, Smart Games, Djeco & Nerf.
If you’re looking for something a little bit different, then come and see our

range of toys that you wont see anywhere else in town!
Receive a warm welcome and helpful advice.

'_9 @ Schleich@ ( Sytvanion Families" ) @ @ %

el www.thetoyshopoke.co.uk g

18 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW | 01837 52368 | @ thetoyshopokey

a8 [HE GIFT SHACK &3

Gifts & Lovely Things | Personalised Gifts | Jewellery | Dog Gifts & Stationery

Order online & pick up locally from Treetops using coupon
ttopsfreepost at checkout.

Greeting Cards | Wrapping Service | Local Products | Gifts for Children

Gift Wrapping Service Available. Hand illustrated paper, 100% eco. Made in GB
@thegiftshackuk 0 TheGiftShackuk @ thegiftshack.uk = hello@thegiftshack.uk

lan Cann
Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms
* Full supply and fit service < Replacement doors and worktops
* Bespoke painted kitchens  « Made to measure bedrooms
» Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice
Tel: 01837 861480 Mobile: 07841043718 Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services
Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK

. W i WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
KP TREE SERVICES & FIREWODOOD MOBILE FIREWOODD PROCESSING
07783471922 SEASONED HAROWOOD LOGS
‘I i i | . ili KPTREESERVICES76EGMAIL.COM
BUJLER'S A traditional approach to window cleaning.
(k/ Please call John Butler on
e
S 07426 134 957
CLEANING for a FREE, no obligation quote.

Taking on new customers in the local area.

Traceable ¢ Authenticated e Nutritious ¢ 100% grass-fed e
Sustainable

Grass - fed Beef Boxes available

01822 820699 moo@warsonbeef

Warson Barton, Coryton, Nr Lydford, Okehampton EX20 4PQ
com www.warsonbeef.com/beef-boxes

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566

Stacey L 783418

| Stewardship applications Water regulations  Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences Farm Record Keeping

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny Mclnnes
Greetings cards Available from Riverside Stores.
Commissions accepted

‘Do you have an interesting home/garden/business premises
which would look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal
features and quirkiness? For a chat about a possible
commission, or details of the full range and prices of products,
ring me, Penny Mclnnes, on 07535 049623 or email
pennymcinnes@aol.com

Bathroom - Kitchen - Floors & Walls
@ F| NE TI I—l NG Interior & Exterior Tiling

SRV ERGEVALRIE 5 professional finish is guaranteed fitting ceramic,
e Sl 1o celain and natural stone tiles to your property

7 Day Turnaround Quote Guarantee - City & Guilds
qualified - Fully insured - All Work Guaranteed

www.finetiling.co.uk [




P Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range
Adam-Cden £ of high quality arboricultural services Services include:
g Tree removals, tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping

and dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump grinding
and tree planting. Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote.

Tel: 07398 26 8877 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

TreeCare *

Lynn Murphy

.. Fully insured with DBS

' Diploma in Pet Sitting & Dog Walking
PAWS Pet First Aid Certified

ANDVMIOOR NVQ Level 2 Small Animal Care
DOG WALS;(;&BFS'E;‘IS;;gg SERVICE 07785 71 2 1 59
Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &
Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills
Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and
repair Landlord certificates. Bathrooms and kitchens
Tel: 01837 658907 Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction. Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and
shape Tel: 0797 226 3780 Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

DIY Supplies homehardware

17 St. James Street, Okehampton * Tel 01837 52130 = WE DELIVER

e Cleaning e lronmongery
e Cookware o Key Cutting
e Decorating e Paints & Mixing
Supplies e Plumbing
e Electrical e Sharpening Service
e Gardening eTimber
e Housewares eTools

Quality Goodse Competitive Prices  Service Second To Nane
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,
Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied Fully insured
Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093
NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails o

@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

Charleyjones 1 99 @ymail.com l@l

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883  Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk www.hearingmobility.co.uk
1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220

or mobile 07939574767
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning for Dogs
CANINE DENTAL CARE

Call for an appointment 07930 303760
Susannah - Professional Dog Groomer
www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk
Ultrasound is the most advanced technology for oral hygiene, removing tartar and

destroying bacteria
* cleans with oscillation * removes plaque and tartar » no movement or vibration
+ reaches deep into gum pockets * destroys bacteria * improves blood circulation

* no abrasive particles * no anaesthetic

M&M CONSTRUCTION
BUILD « RENOVATE * RESTORE
Mark Shepherd 07850 785395
Mark Turner 07860 736480
mandmconstructiondevon@gmail.com
YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL BUILDING EXPERTS
Home extensions &conversions* Renovation and Property makeovers « Kitchens & bathrooms
Carpentry, roofing &outdoor projects * Landscaping, patios & outdoor projects * Lime, cob and
oak work
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Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172

SGC ELECTRICAL

Sam Coward Electrician Bridestowe
sgcoward@yahoo.com W

07914750728 Okehampton

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building
Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring 01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

- Telephone: 01837 861 509

(/@'9 BUy 0/4/ BAKER’S BUILDING

©?" Q 07789354435/ 07748344978
§T S Woodhead, Bridestowe,
\J/ I Okehampton
Golden Leaf Landscapes
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285 07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges Tel: 07591 655072 Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

River Walks House/Pet Sitting
Over 16 years veterinary experience  Dogs, cats, small animals to
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and

cleaning available Please call Louise on 07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.
Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s - servicing, repairs, welding, MOT
preparation and MOTSs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770 or Mobile: 07773 669097
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Lydford Taxis Serving Lydford, Tavistock, and the surrounding Dartmoor area, our friendly
drivers are here to deliver dependable service 7 days a week. Currently operating with two vehicles, we
offer private hire for up to 8 passengers. We serve all villages and towns in the region, and offer long-

distance travel to stations, airports, hospitals and all major transport hubs.
01822 660430 ride@lydfordtaxis.co.uk www.lydfordtaxis.co.uk/

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services
* Bookkeeping * Accounts preparation VAT * Secretarial services

* Many years office and business experience
Tel 01566 783 502 Mobile 07866 953708  Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com
The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

P.S. Electrical All electrical work undertaken
Office 01837 8811112 Mob: 07792 163156 Email: Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk66
Spears Fishleigh, Sanctuary Lane, Hatherleigh, EX20 3LH

Chimney Sweep A ] Musgrove
Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs
Certified and insured 07449 111 940

Dog walking and pet sitting

Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train. All sizes and types. Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

THE VILLAGE VALET - Car valeting by M. Amhof
0792 607 5341

Covering a wide range of vehicles « Competitive rates offering a range of services
e No job too big or small Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

Scrap cars collected
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael on 07831698676

Michael Lashbrook Any job undertaken! MAN e VAN

Garden Services - Treework - Hedge cutting - Handy
Tel: 0751 397 5711 all Handy Van

Email: mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com Bol i I8I3772

Bl Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

l@kehampton aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter
Glass Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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Forthcoming Events - May 2026

Sunday 3rd 9.30am - 3pm, Bratton Clovelly parish Hall, Tractor Run
2.30pm - 4.30pm, Boasley Chapel, Cream teas

Wednesday 6th  11- 4pm, Lewtrenchard Manor, Open garden

Thursday 7th 7.30pm, Rowdens Barn, Reading Group

Saturday 9th 10am -12noon, The Ark, Coffee morning in aid of RNLI
5.30am onwards, Belstone Village Hall, dawn chorus walk

Tuesday 12th 12.15 for 12.30pm, Over 60’s Lunch

Wednesday 13th 8pm, The White Hart, Quiz in aid of St Bridget's

Monday 18th 7.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, AGM

Tuesday 19th 2.30pm, Fairplace Church, Okehampton u3a, talk

Thursday 21st 10.30am, Thursday Morning Group, Alder Vineyard
12-2pm, Boasley Chapel, Soup and Sweet & Scrap metal event
7.30pm, The Ark, Bridestowe PC meeting

Saturday 23rd 10am, Sporting Green, Plant Sale

Sunday 24th 1.30pm - 4.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, Cream teas

Thursday 28th 2pm & 7pm, Tavistock Wharf, Play

Saturday 30th 9.30am, Cemetery gates, Bridestowe Volunteer Group
10am - 12pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps

The West Country
Lettmgs Experts

Sunday 31st 11- 4pm, Mary Tavy , Open village garden

01822619818 rentals.westdevon@stags.co.uk TRUST | REPUTATION | EXPERIENGE | KNOWLEDGE

* Experienced and knowledgeable team
* Tailored management services from 5%
* Pre qualified, database of potential tenants providing tenant choice
* Members of the Association of Residential Lettings Agents

SALT OF THE EARTH

Rare breed gammon

Bacon, chipolatas and @
sausage-meat $he

PLUS our whole range of grass-fed lamb and slow-grown pork SdLiedrth
Contact Alyse or Isaac:

email office@saltoftheearth.farm or order online at www.saltoftheearth.farm

Contact details for BaSE: Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER Tel: (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)

Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible. It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just

follow the link for BaSE.




