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Miss Kayleigh Walker - Clerk to the Council 
Email:clerk@bridestowe.org.uk  Tel: 07854275955 

 
 

Bridestowe Parish Council Meeting Minutes (draft) 
 

Meeting held – Wednesday 12th November at 7.30 pm The Ark, Bridestowe 
 

In attendance: Clerk, Parish Cllrs Young (Vice Chair), Thirtle, Proctor (Chair), Burder, Hodgson, 
Bickle, Pritchard, District Cllr Mott, members of the public (0) 

 
1. Apologies. 
None. 
 
2. Possible Declarations of interest. 
None. 
 
3. Public Open Question Time. 
None. 
 
4. Approval of minutes of meetings held September 17, 2025. 
Cllr Thirtle proposed the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting, this was seconded by Cllr 
Young and agreed by all. The chairman signed a copy.  
 
5. Matters arising. 
Cllr Proctor confirmed the village Christmas tree would be in place on either the w/c 7th or 13th December 
dependant on trailer availability. Cllr Young agreed to share this in BaSE.  
 
6. Sandbags for flood prevention. 
Cllrs will check whether the bin in the car park contains salt or sand. Cllr Bickle offered to provide dumpy 
bags if required. Cllr Mott agreed to check whether WDBC will provide smaller bags to be filled with 
sand. It was agreed that if they do not then the Clerk would purchase some.  
 
7. Cemetery regulations – review how to best manage the site, timescales and fees for parishioners 
and non-parishioners. 
Cllrs discussed the current map and found that there are approximately 64 plots left. With growth of the village 
and the terms and costs of the current cemetery regulations these plots are likely to be used up within the next 10 
years.  Cllrs agreed there was a need to better understand the rules and regulations for cemeteries to best decide 
any changes and to plan next steps for parish burials. The Clerk will obtain the regulations of cemeteries in 
neighbouring parishes as a comparison. Cllr Mott suggested that Woodland Burials was a consideration. Cllr 
Thirtle proposed a sub-committee was made to focus on this matter with a view to deciding on any change and 
plans within 6 months. Cllrs Thirtle, Young and Pritchard volunteered to be members of the group. This was 
proposed by Cllr Pritchard, seconded by Cllr Young and agreed by all. 
 
8. Station road flooding. 
The Clerk shared an email from the Neighbourhood Highways Officer who stated that an investigation into 
the source of the issue was being undertaken and included the following. 
‘1. Potential leak from SWW pipe. I am going to test the water to rule this one out. 
2. Damaged DCC pipe. I am going to dye the water and see if the dyed water reappears at the location of 
the wetness on the road. 
3. It could potentially be a natural spring.’ 
The Clerk advised she had shared photos and videos received from parishioners with the officer. Cllr 
Thirtle volunteered to provide a further video and Cllr Proctor said he would try to obtain a video on the 
next day of substantial rainfall. 
 
9. Tree care on the boundary of the cemetery/village hall. 
The Clerk shared the first quote received for the tree care and advised one further is awaited. The Council 
will decide on how to proceed at the next meeting. 
  



 

 

10. Accounts for payment: 
10.1 Tree Care in the Sporting Green £2500 
10.2 Martin Ashley Spraying £240 & rough cutting £180 
10.3 Petrol for mower £9.73 
10.4 Printer paper and envelopes £23.98 Black printer ink £39.52 
10.5 RBL Donation £25 in lieu of a wreath  
 
Current account statement balance at October 23rd, 2025, £16245.46. Cashbook circulated to all Cllrs. 
 
Cllrs agreed to pay all accounts stated above, proposed by Cllr Proctor, seconded by Cllr Thirtle, agreed by all.  
 
11. Correspondence: Mostly circulated to councillors. 
11.1 DALC, WDBC; DCC: Newsletters, District Cllr Reports, County Cllr Reports. 
Acknowledged.  
11.2 Running Events on The Granite Way 
Councillors shared concerns about parking, visibility, amenities and litter. The Clerk will respond to clarify 
arrangements over these matters and to see if there is any potential for a donation to the parish.  
11.3 DNPA Openreach project 
Acknowledged.  
11.4 Okehampton Edwardian Evening 
The invitation was received with thanks however no Councillors are available to attend. 
 
12. Date of next meeting and close (proposed date Wednesday 7th January) 
The next full council meeting was agreed for Wednesday 7th January 2026.  
 
** Part II Meeting** 

 
13. Clerks Employment – annual review of role and NALC salary guidance.  
A review of the clerk’s role took place and Cllrs agreed to follow the salary guidance provided by NALC. 
Proposed by Cllr Proctor, seconded by Cllr Pritchard and agreed by all. 
 
14. Close 
The meeting was closed at 8:29pm. 

 


