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Bridestowe Parish Council Annual Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting held – Wednesday 21st August 2024 at 7.30 pm The Ark, Bridestowe 

 

In attendance: Clerk, Parish Cllrs Young, Pritchard, Hodgson and Thirtle, Guest Speaker Jon Boyd 

from Devon County Council, members of the public (3). 

 

1. Apologies. 
Cllrs Proctor, Burder and Bickle. 

 

2. Possible Declarations of interest. 

Cllr Pritchard declared a possible interest in item 4. 

 

3. Public Open Question Time. 

A member of the public spoke to request the parish council considers providing allotments to parish 

residents. The Chairman agreed to put a notice in the Base magazine to see if there was enough interest 

to progress the request any further and to review it at the next parish council meeting. A member of the 

public commented that the Churchyard was looking very nice. Cllr Hodgson proposed a thank you 

message was sent to Simon for straightening up the path in the Churchyard and agreed to send the 

thanks on behalf of the parish council. The Chairman added that there would be one further grass cut 

close to Remembrance Day and requested that the number of grass cuts per year be added to the agenda 

for the next meeting. A member of the public expressed concerns over the pot holes in the village, 

particularly on the bend before Princess Elizabeth and the junction in Launceston Road. Additionally, 

there is also surface damage following the water board works on Station Road. It was also mentioned 

that the ’slow’ markings on the road outside the shop are considerably faded and need repainting. The 

Clerk will report the issues to Highways and the Chairman will put a notice in the Base magazine 

providing the link to reporting issues to Highways.  

 

4. Guest Speaker – Tree Planting consultation by Terry Pritchard.  

Mr Pritchard was welcomed to the meeting and in turn thanked the parish council for allowing him to speak. 

Mr Pritchard explained that he has a 12-acre field that he wishes to plant with a range of native trees including 

Oak, Hornbeam and Maple linking two pieces of woodland. The project would see a 40% coverage of trees and 

the plot would be deer fenced. Mr Pritchard is seeking funding for the project with help from Moor Trees and 

will be looking for volunteers to help plant the 7,000 trees. The parish council offered to provide a statement of 

support if needed and the Chairman will put a notice in the Base magazine regarding volunteers when funding 

has been secured.  

 

5. Guest Speaker – Public Rights of Way Officer – Jon Boyd. 

Mr Boyd was welcomed to the meeting and Councillors thanked him for taking the time to attend. Mr Boyd 

shared an overview of the ‘P3’ scheme which aids parishes to carry out minor maintenance work on public 

footpaths and bridleways by offering support, training and a small amount of funding (£30 per mile of 

footpath). He advised that there were already 150 parishes in Devon taking part in the scheme. Joining the 

scheme means a volunteer(s) of the parish would need to participate in a survey of the footpaths each year 

which is something that is already happening in Bridestowe. The scheme also provides the opportunity to bid 

for an improvement grant for larger projects. Councillors were keen to join the scheme and now wait to hear 

from Mr Boyd later in the year with regards to an application pack.  

 

6. District Councillors Report – circulated by email. 

No District Councillors present.  
 

7. Approval of minutes of meeting held July 3rd, 2024. 

Cllr Pritchard proposed the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting, this was seconded by Cllr 

Thirtle and agreed by all. The chair signed a copy.  
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8. Matters arising. 

8.1 Natwest – discuss progress of additional signatories. 

 Cllr Pritchard had submitted her response to the additional information requested by Natwest. Cllr Young had 

received a request to provide ID and had been in branch to try and resolve the matter. The Clerk agreed to 

follow up with Natwest.  

8.2 PAYE set up – complete.  

 Acknowledged. 

8.3 Asset register – review proposed replacement costs.  

 The Clerk reported an updated replacement cost for the mast and lighting, Cllrs asked for a price including the 

extra box with electric switching. Cllr Pritchard had taken photos of the playground equipment and will work 

on replacement costs for this and the benches within the parish with the Clerk.  

8.4 Cleaning of multiplay equipment in the Sporting Green – update from Cllrs.  

 Cllr Proctor leading the project was not present. The Clerk was asked to follow up with him and request he 

arranges an appropriate session before the next meeting.  

8.5 New electricity supply for the defibrillator – discuss quotes received.  

 Councillors discussed the quotes received and agreed further information was required from J Browning to 

confirm if the work quoted for would satisfy the requirements of the shop owners. Cllr Thirtle agreed to speak 

with the shop owners to confirm they are happy with the proposal. Councillors agreed that if the shop owners 

were happy then they would proceed with the quote from J Browning, proposed by Cllr Pritchard, seconded by 

Cllr Hodgson and agreed by all. 
 

9. Accounts for payment: 

9.1 Clerks wages – June - £291.53 (agree to this being a rolling monthly payment not required on the 

agenda)  

9.2 Clerks expenses – printer paper £16.09, stamps £1.70 

9.3 Hire of hall for meetings - £62.00 

Cllr Thirtle proposed the accounts to be paid and to remove the Clerks salary from the agenda, seconded 

by Cllr Hodgson and agreed by all. 

 

Current account statement balance as of 02/08/24:  £17204.05. Cashbook circulated to all Cllrs. 

 

10. Correspondence: Mostly circulated to councillors. 

10.1 DALC, WDBC; DCC: Newsletters. 

 Acknowledged.  

10.2 Highways – traffic notices.  

 Acknowledged.  

10.3 Okehampton Town Council – invitation to Okehampton Parade and Civic Service.  

 Acknowledged.   

10.4 Public Consultation - Alcohol related anti-social behaviour in West Devon. 

 Clerk to respond confirming no issues within the parish.  

10.5 Cornerstone notice of proposed mast 

 Councillors discussed the proposal and agreed that an improvement in communications would be welcome but 

concerns were raised over the site’s close proximity to a residential property. Cllrs would also wish to know of 

any radiation risks that the mast would pose.  

10.6 Proposed BT Pole 

 Cllrs reported that a notice has been erected outside the shop proposing a new BT pole is installed. Cllrs feel 

the location is inappropriate as it is directly on the footpath used to enter the shop. If the pole was sited approx. 

3 feet to the side it would be far less inconvenient. The Clerk will submit comments.  

10.7 Community Orchard  

 The Chairman said that some weed suppressant material was required in the community orchard. Cllr Pritchard 

offered to provide some.  

10.8 Graveyard 

 Cllr Hodgson raised concerns over sinking graves. The Clerk will seek guidance on the responsibilities of the 

upkeep and maintenance of the site.  

 

11. Agree date of next meeting (proposed date Wednesday 2nd October) and close meeting. 

 Proposed date agreed and the meeting was closed at approx. 9pm.  

 


