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The pace is ramping up as preparations are

made for Bridestowe’s annual community

event on August 3rd.  Many elements are

already in place.  Hatherleigh Silver Band is

booked as is the children’s entertainer,

Emazdad, who should delight the children

with his magic tricks.  There’s more music

from local musicians, One Point Five and Dave

and Neil.

 Also the 3 piece band Acoust -a-Sonic will be

starting at 5.00pm and headlining is Schofields

- 80’s 90’s 4  piece band performing in the

evening.

No one will go hungry on the day with a full

hog roast, tea and cakes , ice cream and

sweets available throughout the day.  A BBQ

will be provided in the evening while you enjoy

the music.  The beer and wine will be flowing

throughout the afternoon from the marquee

and there’s going to be a ‘Rum Bar’ - now that

is an innovation!

There is one concern though. Will there be

enough volunteers on the day? Could you

spare a couple of hours to help with

preparation and activities?

Please get in touch.  

Email Bridfest@yahoo.com

We need some items too. Have you any

bunting you would be happy to share? We

want the village and field to look really

attractive. Items are needed for the crockery

smash - yes, that’s back! Tombola and raffle

prizes are wanted. If you’re a regular

advertiser in BaSE you might consider

donating a small raffle prize please!

  Friends of St Bridget’s AGM  - Wednesday 19th June  at 7.30pm  at St

Bridget’s Church.   All welcome. You can read The Friends of St Bridget’s yearly

report on page p16.

Sourton’s D Day celebration  page 7

Call My Bluff  page 6



The Vicar writes...
I enjoy a pub quiz; I know all the correct

answers but they always ask the wrong

questions. So, while on holiday in Cornwall I

was inspired by the countryside and sea, and

came up with up a few questions I could

answer. NB It is against the law to use Google

for quizzes.

1. If dogs are canine and cows are bovine, what

are sheep?

2. Which of the following are not native to the

UK: Red Deer, Rabbit, Brown Hare ?

3. What part of a cow is used to make Tripe?

4. Mackerell and Mare’s Tails are types of what?

5. What is the smallest British bird?

6. What is neither animal, vegetable or mineral

but can still be eaten?

Name that ship!

7. Henry VIII’s flagship

8. Submarine that sank going to the wreck of

the Titanic

9. First Royal Navy ship lost in the Falklands war

1982

10. The Ferry in the Zeebrugge ferry disaster

1987

11. The lifeboat lost in the Penlee lifeboat

disaster

12. Lord Nelson’s flagship in the Battle of

Trafalgar

13. The ship found abandoned in the Atlantic in

1872

14. Capt. Hook’s pirate ship in Peter Pan

Answers next month.If you used Google you

can be traced – expect a call from the quiz

police.

 

Adrian Brook

There have been two responses to Adrian’s

May article..

Rev. Adrian Brook (who ostensibly leads a

section of the community, based on a set of

beliefs) should consider how, in quoting and

agreeing with Richard Dawkins, he is

demeaning the beliefs of a whole group of

people. Doing so puts him (and Richard

Dawkins) in very bad company. History shows

us where that ends up, time after time.

If we choose to understand other beliefs,

rather than condemn them, there is usually

more to unite, rather than divide us. Judaism,

Christianity and Islam are all related. They are

called Abrahamic religions because Abraham

figures in a key role (as he does in some other

religions). Jesus is central to Christianity, but is

also important in Islam. Each religion shares

books and authors. Each religion asks believers

to submit to their version of the same, single

God. Frankly, none of them would win any

prizes for representing women.

In writings about Jesus, his love and acceptance

of others knew no boundaries of faith, race,

sex, culture, or character. Respect and

compassion for others and the inclusion of

diverse viewpoints and cultures are

characteristic of the teachings of Jesus and

should, therefore, by Adrian Brook’s own logic,

be central to our personal actions and to

society in general.

I know something about the care that needs to

be taken when communicating with the public,

as head of a C of E Primary School and being

part of a group within the National Union of

Headteachers which works for equity, diversity

and inclusion. Anyone can express their views,

but there is an additional responsibility in a

leadership role. I am sure Adrian Brook is

aware that faith is one of the protected

characteristics in the Equality Act 2010, which

protects all of us, but perhaps he is unaware

that it is potentially an offence to incite hostility

on the basis of religion, for very good reason.

Perhaps we can all agree that there is already

too much misunderstanding and hatred in the

world today. 
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The words of Martin Luther King Jr. put it far

better than I ever could:

“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding

deeper darkness to a night already devoid of

stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only

light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only

love can do that.” Martin Luther King Jr.

Lorna Legg

A response to ’The Vicar writes’ in the May

edition of BaSE. 

I am a secular person. I can however agree

that, for me, living in a country with a

moderate Christian ethos seems preferable to

accepting the greater constraints on personal

freedom in an Islamic one.  But would I want to

live in America’s Bible Belt? Certainly not.

Mr Brook refers to our separation of State and

religion. Unfortunately, we still have a fair way

to go on that. For example:

    • There are 26 Bishops in the House of Lords,

there solely because of their religious

employment status

    • The interference of Christianity in state

education, including through the mandatory

“collective worship of a wholly or mainly

Christian character” 

    • A Monarch who is ‘Supreme Governor of

the Church of England’

Of course, the Vicar wants to show Christianity

in an entirely positive light, but why such a

negative, one-sided, portrayal of Islam? We live

in a multicultural country and I think any

Muslim reading his article would have been

justifiably aggrieved.  

Selectively referencing sections from centuries-

old texts is surely a very unfair way to

characterise any religion.  Even within the New

Testament there are examples of misogyny, of

homophobia, endorsing slavery, and

threatening non-believers with hell. I can’t

imagine that any reasonable person would

suggest that these represent the current-day

views of moderate Christians.

Perhaps Mr Brook fears for our commonly

shared societal values. However, I would argue

that intolerance and racism are the two

greatest threats.

Jane Hart
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PLANT STALL FOR RIPPLE EFFECT ( formerly

Send a Cow)

Very limited this year but we have a few of the

following:

Dahlias, dwarf marigolds, tomatoes

(Gardeners Delight - small and sweet)

courgettes, various shrubs and annuals

including the unusual and spectacular

Jamaican Primrose - a 4’ high yellow daisy

bush.   Flowers to first frosts.   

 Venue: Close Hill - opposite driveway to

Bidlake Manor

Jenny Reynolds - 01837 861678

Weekend ‘have a go sessions’ at
Roadford Lake
Every weekend in June and July 2024

Our ‘Have a go’ sessions are a great way to

try an activity for the first time with friends

or family. The one to two-hour sessions are

led by qualified instructors and are an ideal

opportunity to gain basic skills and have fun.

Advance booking essential!

 Saturdays

Windsurfing 9.30am-11.30am (£35)

Sailing 12.30pm-2.30pm (£35)

High ropes 3.15pm-4.15pm (£22)

 Sundays

Kayaking 9.30am-11am (£28)

Paddleboarding 11.15am-12.45pm (£28)

Archery 2.15pm-3.15pm (£22)

For more information and to book:

https://www.swlakestrust.org.uk/Event/week

end-have-a-go-sessions-at-roadford



ACE Archaeology Club

Please, not another

wet summer!

As I write this at the

end of a wet and

windy April, ACE is

looking forward to the summer and our

annual dig. We are hoping that it won’t be as

wet as last year. I’ve just been proof reading

the interim report and we spent a lot of time

sitting in the mess tent watching the rain

pouring down outside.  Our dig director writes

an interim report every year and that will soon

be available on our website.

Talking of websites, ours goes on in leaps and

bounds thanks to the new website member.

We went to Wells to show off some of our

pottery  from our dig near Winkleigh and we

are now hoping that a couple of members of

the Medieval Pottery Research Group will be

coming soon to look at our 2000+ sherds of

pottery to help us date it.

A new project has started. Looking at old

roads in mid Devon and seeing how they fit

with the idea of drove roads. We are looking at

two routes in particular, although probably

finding others while we do that. So, if you find

yourselves on a little road behind some

people who seems to be stopping for no

apparent reason and leaping out of the vehicle

to stand and stare and take photos, please be

patient with them!

Of course we have found ourselves looking at

old maps, thinking about the wool trade, old

markets and now the Enclosures Acts have

come into my mind.  But I’m trying to ignore

them as we cannot do it all. 

Dates.  Our dig dates for this year are -  13th

July to 11th August. No one has to do the

whole period. If you want to try it out or get

back into archaeology after a break you would

be welcome.  Unfortunately for insurance

reasons we cannot have under 16s on site.

The Open Day will be the 27th July ( weather

permitting!) .  Come along and have a look at

what we are doing, tea and cake available.

More information will be available on the

website and our Facebook page and in posters

etc around the area nearer the date.

On the 18th July we will be at Winkleigh

Community Fair .  We will have with us

Cressida Whitton , Devon County Historic

Environment Officer, who is hoping to get

some projects up and running around

Winkleigh as part of the Monuments

Management Scheme.  Come and talk to us.

We may also have some visitors from our dig

later in the day with any interesting finds fresh

from the ground!

Erica Williamson ( May 2024)

https://acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com/

and Facebook

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW
The hall is a fantastic facility, that can be

used for a wide range of events, from
small meetings to large scale wedding

receptions and parties. The venue is
divided into a number of units, including

meeting rooms, kitchen and a large hall

which can be hired out separately. Also
the venue can be hired in its entirety.
The hire charges are reviewed annually
and there is a special discount scheme for

local residents (within a 4 mile radius of

Bridestowe).Please contact the Bookings
Clerk for more information

Esther Winter     Mob: 07946 992200
Visit the website

www.bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to
see prices and view the calendar for

availability.
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For Sale

Hunter Ceiling Fan Savoy

132cm Indoor, pull chain. Rosewood

and oak. New in box. Beautiful fan

£69.99

01837 338218



Lewdown Past

The Lewdown and area local history

group
Visit to Higher Uppacott: 
a medieval Dartmoor longhouse 
Tuesday 18th June

(Make your own way or meet 5.30 pm at
Lewdown War Memorial )

Longhouses were a distinctive type of
medieval farmhouse, at one time found

countrywide. Their distinction was that

both humans and cattle lived under a
single roof, animals at the lower end (the

shippon), with a cross passage separating
the two sections. Longhouses persisted

longer in uplands like Dartmoor and
many are still lived in today. However,

Higher Uppacott, a Grade I listed

building, is one of the best preserved
longhouses in Devon, with many original
features outstanding.
Go via Tavistock, and from there follow

the B3357 to about two miles beyond

Dartmeet; the longhouse  is at
SX702728/what3words

replayed.cooks.utensil. About 25 miles
(just under an hour) each way and car-

sharing encouraged.

Only 20 places are available so please

register your intention to join us as early
as possible, and let us know if you have
to cancel: phone Graham on 01566

783511. A contact number or email would

also be useful, in case of a change of plan.

Note that there are many steps within the
longhouse, some uneven floors plus some
low overhead beams. Please also let us
know whether you can give, or would

like, a lift. Charge £3 members (half the

DNPA public rate!), £4 visitors, who are
very welcome, but members may be

given priority.

Thank you

 I would like to say a huge thank you to

everyone who supported me and donated

towards my fundraising for the London

Marathon in aid of Mind. 

We smashed my target of £2,000 (it currently

stands at £2,546, with a few more donations

to be paid in)! I have been blown away by the

generosity of the local community.

I completed the marathon on Sunday 21st

April and can confirm it was the toughest but

best experience! 

 Amy Pearce
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The Museum of

Dartmoor Life is a

gateway to the rich

history of Dartmoor.

Situated in a cobbled

courtyard in

Okehampton, the

museum exhibits a vast

collection of objects

spanning 5,000 years of life on Dartmoor from

the Bronze Age through to the mid-20th

Century. Opening hours 10 - 4pm. Closed

Sunday

 --------------------------------------------------------------

The annual quiz In aid of

The Museu

 m of Dartmoor Life will

be taking place on

Wednesday 12th June

at the White Hart,

Bridestowe 

Quiz commences at 8.00

Quizmaster Graham Crocker

Please come and have a fun evening 

RHS Rosemoor, Torrinton. EX38 8PH

Festival of Roses

15th June - 14th July, 10am 5pm,
Immerse yourself in the fragrance and

spectacle of thousands of roses in bud and in

bloom in two dedicated gardens at RHS

Garden Rosemoor.

Brought to their peak by the ideal conditions in

North Devon, there is no better place to

admire the breadth of colour, shape and

habitat of these national favourites in early

summer. Boasting one of the UK’s largest

collections of roses, Rosemoor is home to

more than 200 different varieties and over

2,000 specimens, ranging from traditional

cottage garden climbers to modern varieties,

all planted in different settings and

combinations in the heart of the

garden.Whether you are gardener or not, it’s a

sensory experience that is not to be missed!

Enthusiasts can join one of our weekly walks..

Or, join us on our Rose Weekend 21–23 June

where you can also enjoy family entertainment

and an artisan craft and food market. 

BaSE  Page  6



Sourton Parish Council’s year
It’s been another successful year of bringing

people together at grant funded community

events. Carrying on from last year’s Big

Breakfast & Curry night this year we have held:

·Coronation of King Charles and games

afternoon in May

• Fireworks Night in November

• Christmas Party in December.

The grass has been cut on the village green

and closed area of the churchyard at St.

Thomas a Becket. Increasing costs and the

appearance of these green spaces have been

weighed up and the Council decided to

continue with six cuts a year.Another kind

grant from the Commoners Council has

helped manage the cost.

Footpaths in the parish have been surveyed

by Councillors and volunteers. Where

a need for repair was identified, this was

reported to Devon County Council, which

has carried out some repairs, but there are

more to be done.

We have pursued a once in a lifetime

opportunity to buy the fields being sold

between the Village Hall and the Church. 90%

of Sourton parishioners supported

this in our Neighbourhood Plan 2016-2034,

and the recent survey we carried out

had 77% support to apply for a Public Works

loan (after our grant applications were

unsuccessful). The fields could also be used by

the Village Hall, helping ensure it

remains financially viable. We hope to be

successful, but if not, we tried our best

to secure this asset for generations to come.

The Council is a consultee on planning

applications in our parish, appraising them

against the published material considerations.

This year 15 responses have been

submitted to 15 applications to West Devon

and Dartmoor National Park.

We are delighted to have been awarded

£1,900 by the National Lottery for the

next financial year to host more events,

starting with D Day on Thursday 6 June.

We’d like to thank all the parishioners who

have joined Councillors taking part in

litter picks and tidying the village green and

around the village hall. Many hands

make light work! We plan to provide more

regular opportunities to volunteer in the

year ahead. 

Reminders

Green Week (8th June - 15th June)

Two projects: firstly, the bus stop spring clean,

and secondly, removing some of the scrub

now covering the old stone ruin beside the

Granite Way, near the church.  Meet on

Saturday  8th June on the Green at 10.30am

Photographic competition for children and

young people up to 18yrs.  The theme is the

Sourton environment.  Two photos should be

taken, one capturing what you like best about

the natural environment within Sourton parish

and the second depicting how nature is being

spoilt within the parish. Send with your name

and age to parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk 

WINNERS CHOSEN AT D DAY CELEBRATION

CLOSING DATE: MONDAY 3RD JUNE
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 June 1944 by Howard Barkell

I expect that everyone who happens to read

this article will be in no doubt that this month

marks the 80th Anniversary of the D Day

landings in France. The event will be given

extensive media coverage. Whether or not

history is our interest or whatever our views on

political decisions made before or since it

might be prudent to pause and try to imagine

what life would be like today if those landings

hadn’t taken place. It is also worth

remembering that American soldiers who

spent a year of their lives in Bridestowe were at

the forefront of those landings on Utah beach

and that young men from our villages fought

and lost their lives in the subsequent battles.

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour on

7th January 1941 the U.S.A. declared war the

next day. Three days later after Germany

declared war on the U.S.A. it officially entered

the European war. Conscription, or the draft

system, meant that all men between the ages

of 18 and 64 had to register for war service.

Those that were called up by the selective

service system had to serve for the duration of

the war plus six months.  

By the end of March 1942 the 29th Infantry

Division, also known as the Blue and Gray

Division, had been designated for the war in

Europe rather than that in the Pacific. Its

distinctive shoulder patch showed that it was

formed of men from both the North and South

whose forebears had fought on opposite sides

in the Civil War, The Union (Blue) and The

Confederate (Gray). It consisted of three

Infantry regiments, 115th, 116th,175th and

supporting services such as artillery, engineers

and medical staff.

The majority embarked on the former

transatlantic luxury liner Queen Mary which

had been converted into a troopship able to

carry up to 15000 men at a time at New York

on 5th October and reached Glasgow a few

days later after an uneventful voyage. The

ship’s speed meant that it was unlikely to be

targeted by a submerged U boat. The

remainder of the Division followed a few days

later aboard the sister ship Queen Elizabeth.

The Division was based initially at Tidworth but

in May 1943 moved to Devon and Cornwall to

train for an amphibious invasion of Europe.

There was no barracks available for all of the

116th, so the 1st Battalion was based at

Ivybridge, the 3rd and supporting services

around Plymouth, but the 2nd Battalion came

to the camp at Leawood which had been

vacated by the Welsh Guards as British troops

moved further east. The 2nd consisted of

companies E.F.G and H.

Initial training took place on Dartmoor which

the troops hated for its inclement weather and

for its apparent unfitness for purpose, but

when the Amphibious Training Centre based at

Woolacombe opened training started in

earnest. Disembarking from landing craft and

storming beaches defended with live

ammunition meant there were several

casualties. The 116th did so well in training that

when final details for Operation Overlord were

made it was decided they would lead the

assault on Omaha beach, known to be the

most difficult of the five beaches because of its

terrain and defences. After final training at

Slapton the 2nd Battalion left Bridestowe in

late May 1944 and made for the holding camp

at Blandford where everyone was confined to

camp in order to keep the date of the invasion

secret.

On 1st June the Regiment left Blandford for

Weymouth where 2nd Battalion embarked on

U.S.S. Thomas Jefferson, a well-armed, much

travelled attack transport ship capable of

carrying 1200 soldiers. Companies E, F and G

were three of the four from 116th Regiment

due to land in the first wave of invaders. It had

been decided to land at low tide, 06.30 on 5th

but the weather forecast caused a

postponement.

Once the weather cleared and the decision was

made to go ahead on the 6th the Infantry ghad

to leave the transport ship in mid channel at

04.30 by cargo nets hung over the side and

scramble into the small LCVP landing craft a

platoon (three dozen men) at a time. The wait

in the flat-bottomed boat for that fateful

moment two hours later when the hatch would

splash onto the beach in front of them didn’t

bode well. As the oft quoted phrase from the

Robert Burns poem To a Mouse suggests, “The

Best-Laid plans, etc” proved to be prophetic.

For a variety of reasons many craft hit the

beach in the wrong place and men and

machines landed in deep water. Some men

drowned because of the weight of equipment

they carried, while most of the ‘amphibious’

tanks sank. The first wave was met with

determined defenders well
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protected and heavily armed with machine

guns and mortars and those that survived to

reach the protection of the sea wall were in no

condition to attack the strongholds on the cliffs

above.  Successive waves of men met the

chaos of death and destruction but gradually

they managed to destroy the defences which

had caused so many casualties and by nightfall

a bridgehead had been established.

Major Sydney Bingham had been in command

of the battalion at Bridestowe. He landed with

the first wave but found himself unable to

exercise effective leadership over groups of

leaderless men scattered along the beach that

had already sustained heavy casualties. Later

in the day he personally led a successful attack

on a machine gun nest which finally enabled

the unit to advance. He was awarded the

Distinguished Service Cross, the second

highest American award for bravery, and

ended the war as a Lieutenant Colonel. He

later wrote that widespread seasickness

damaged morale and the ability to fight

effectively, but the biggest error was the

overloading of troops which hampered their

mobility as well as making them virtually

helpless in the deep water they unexpectedly

encountered.

The regiment lost 341 dead on 6th June as well

as suffering many more casualties wounded or

missing, presumed dead. Several of those had

spent the last year of their lives stationed at

Leawood camp. I wonder how they had settled

in and how they viewed life in a small Devon

village? 

Bridestowe Volunteer Group   is
continuing to clear and mow the edges of the

footpath that goes up past the village hall

towards the Trescote Way turning, a well-used

pathway. The fruit trees have been tended in

the community orchard; it’s worth a visit.

 Next month’s session will be on Saturday

29th June. Meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am as usual. 

To Celebrate Great Big Green Week

Join us for a 
Fairtrade Coffee Morning

at Fairplace Church 

Saturday 15th June, 

10 -12 noon

Fairtrade bakes, 
Fairtade stall

No charge but donations

welcome.

Youth Hardball - update 

This year, Bridestowe and Belstone have

come together to form two youth hard ball

teams - an Under 11’s and an Under 13’s.

With training sessions being held at Belstone

ground on a Friday evening there have been

high numbers filtering into the two teams and

both are off to a superb start to the season.

With great numbers in attendance at training

each week, all the children are learning new

skills, teamwork and making friends along the

way. 

The under 11’s are currently top of their

league after two wins, with the Under 13’s not

far behind them currently in 4th in their

league. What’s great to see is so many

children from different schools coming

together to learn all about the sport whilst

competing and having fun. 

If your child/ren would like to get involved

please contact: 

Under 11’s  Team Manager Jackie Butler on

07828323473 or jackie.butler128@gmail.com

Or For the Under 13’s Team Manager Richard

Drake on 07817271877 or

richarddrake1980@live.com

We are always welcoming new players so

come along to our training sessions on a

Friday evening from 7pm at Belstone.
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Bridestowe Parish Council report

Bridestowe Parish Council held its Annual

General meeting on 1st May in the Ark. Before

the meeting got underway, Alison Young

(Chair) and John Leonard (former Chair) paid

tribute to Pete Daniels’ 43 years as clerk.His

contribution over this long period of time has

been impressive and very much appreciated.

Kayleigh Walker joins the team as the newly-

appointed clerk. 

At the meeting Alison Young was re-elected as

Chair and Chris Proctor as Vice Chair.

An update was given on the ‘20 is Plenty’

initiative that encourages drivers to curb their

speed when driving through the village centre.

Letters from pupils from Bridestowe Primary

School, expressing their anxiety about

speeding traffic past the school were read by

councillors. Six signs have been distributed to

households in the village to display.

The representation made by the Parish Council

to Leander’s appeal against refusal of the Town

Meadow application was as follows:

Representations made previously by

Bridestowe Parish Council remain unchanged

and continue to reflect the strength of feeling

within the local community.

This winter saw an intensity and volume of

rainfall which far exceeded the percolation

capacity of the land with the result that

flooding was frequently observed.

This is clear evidence that concerns about

flooding, which formed a fundamental  basis

for our objection to the proposed

development, were justified based on recent

experience.  If this development goes ahead

the consequence of future events will be to

concentrate flooding within the gardens,

leisure areas and quite possibly, the homes of

the residents.

Experiences elsewhere have shown the folly of

building houses on or very close to flood

plains, and we do not wish to see similar

mistakes replicated in Bridestowe.

It may be many weeks before the Parish

Council is informed of the outcome of the

appeal.

Several councillors plan to spend a morning

brushing and cleaning the multiplay

equipment in the Sporting Green. The council

is aware that algae and detritus are causing

problems.

The next full meeting of the Parish Council  will

be on 3rd July at 7.30pm in The Ark

Clerk’s contact details: Kayleigh Walker

Little Kellacott Farm, St Giles on the Heath,

Launceston PL15 9SW

Tel:  07854 275 955

 bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
Alison, Pete, Kayleigh and John

 BOASLEY CHAPEL HOSPITALITY

Summer Cream Teas

on the first Sunday of the month

2.30 - 4.30pm

Sunday June 2nd, 

July 7th

August 4th

September 1st

ALL  WELCOME!

ALSO:

SOUP and SWEET 

( Established 2014)

A very busy, popular, regular event 

We boast a good choice of at least 4 or 5

soups , served with crusty bread

followed by an even greater choice of

puddings, followed by tea /coffee

We advise booking if you want to sit with your

friends ! ( 01837 861371 or 347 )

This is held every third Thursday of the month

all year round

20th June, 18th July, August 15th etc    12

Noon - 2pm
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The Organisers of Leawoodstock are pleased

to announce that on the 28th of September

2024 we will once again be running this

unique music event in Bridestowe.

Run by a group of friends, the original idea of

a Band in a Barn was born from a throw away

remark about how to repurpose a clean farm

building after the cattle had been turned out

for the summer.  The initial event in 2017 was

a one off to raise money and awareness of

the local Cancer Charities ‘Force’ of Exeter

and ‘Pooch’ in Plymouth.

We had all had personal experience of the

devastation that Cancer can bring and

wanted to give something back to these two

small organisations.   We realised that with

our combined backgrounds in Engineering,

Health and Safety, Hospitality, Project

Management and having possession of a big

barn and with an ‘in house’ electrician we

were perfectly placed to organise a Not-for-

Profit Music Event to which we could sell

tickets.  Leawoodstock was born!

Following a very successful evening we were

inundated by requests to run again.  We

decided that to run every year would be too

demanding - but we would organise a second

event in 2019.  This we did - and having

learned many lessons from 2017 we

streamlined the whole process and chose to

support Devon Blood Bikes (Freewheelers)

and The Devon Air Ambulance as being very

relevant to our daily lives as walkers, riders,

cyclists, motorcyclists, and farmers.

With Covid behind us we return with renewed

enthusiasm.  The line up for 2024 has yet to

be finalised, but we are in discussion with two

brilliant local Bands and should be able to go

public very soon.  We offer ample parking

and camping to those who wish to stay

overnight.  Food will be available and here we

are delighted to support the Okehampton

Lions who will bring their outside catering

unit for burgers, bacon baps, chips etc.  

Pasties will also be available from behind the

ultra-long Feed Barrier Bar which also will sell

a wide range of alcohol and soft drinks at

very competitive prices.

This year our chosen charities are the

Dartmoor Rescue Group and RABI - the Royal

Agricultural Benevolent Institution - which

provides mental health, wellbeing and

financial support to farming families.  

Please watch this space as we shall shortly be

announcing our line up, ticket sales, price and

admission details.   This event is fully insured,

licensed and will be stewarded at all times.    

Find us on Facebook @ Leawoodstock.

Live music at The Wharf...

The Guitar Legends Show

Sat 15th June at 8:30pm
The ‘Guitar Legends’ will mesmerise you

with the greatest guitar hits of all time...

From the early 1950’s, right up to the

present day - featuring tracks from the

World’s most legendary guitarists:

Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, BB King, Brian

May, Carlos Santana, Van Halen, Dave

Gilmour, Stevie Ray Vaughan plus many

many more!

Tickets:

From 6pm on the night £20.00

Adult in advance £18.00

Seated+Standing
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ST THOMAS À BECKET  CHURCH 

We were all very saddened to hear that Val

Long  passed away peacefully in a nursing

home in Heavitree not far from her family.
She was a stalwart of Sourton Church and

sadly missed by all her many Sourton family
and friends.  For many years she cared for

the church, spending many hours keeping it

spick and span. She served on the PCC and

as churchwarden and Sacristan keeping

everything  in perfect order. 

We send our condolences to Sandra, her

daughter, and all the family.

Her funeral will be at Sourton after this has

been printed. 

MAY CREAM TEAS  

Our first May Bank Holiday tea on the 6th
was a great success. We welcomed so many

that we almost ran out of food and made a

record amount for church funds.  That will be

a great help in paying for some of the

Quinquennial  repair work, which the

architect has highlighted.  We are so very

grateful to all our helpers and bakers and

supporters. It would not be possible without
you! 

SERVICES FOR JUNE
June 2nd          Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.

June 9th           Service at Bridestowe

June 16th         Service at Bridestowe

June 23rd         Morning Prayer  at 9.30 a.m.

June 30th          Service at Lydford

Jenny Batten

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for

all occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for

special events such as wedding receptions,

birthday parties, concerts, family parties and

wakes following funerals.  It is also an ideal

function venue for conferences, meetings,

training seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large

hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing

comfortably; a well appointed kitchen that

has recently been refurbished and  a small

meeting room . There is a male, female and

disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside

there is a patio to the right hand side of the

hall and this is often used to have a covered

bar. The hall has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. There is a small area

to the front of the village hall for parking but

often extra parking can be made available

for a large function on request.

For prices and to book, contact

 Paul Alford 07799 778 779  

Alison Ewen  07990 981 826    

 Visit the website to see prices and view the

calendar for availability

 www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk      

 Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

New advertiser



Movie Watch May 2024 
  

The first four months of 2024 were generally

disappointing in terms of cinema output and

the fifth was no better.

We really want to support our local cinema but

it’s not easy when most of the more interesting

titles get no closer than Exeter or Plymouth. I’d

hoped the installation of the intimate third

screen, with just 40 comfortable seats, would

lead to a more adventurous screening policy

but mostly it’s just been more of the same.

So far this year we’ve seen One Life, Argylle,

Wicked Little Letters and Back to Black, each

of which (apart from Argylle) had merit but

would be unlikely award winners.

We got almost to the end of May without

anything persuading us to leave the garden. In

fact around the middle of the month they were

actively promoting The Garfield Movie,

Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes, Super

Wings the Movie and IF. No, thanks.

Eventually though, as the rains returned, we

grabbed a pair of none-too-discerning

Bridestonians and, in return for the promise of

a post-film Indian over the road, took in The

Fall Guy.

‘He’s a stuntman, and like everyone in the stunt

community, he gets blown up, shot, crashed,

thrown through windows, and dropped from the

highest of heights, all for our entertainment. And

now, fresh off an almost career-ending accident,

this working-class hero has to track down a

missing movie star, solve a conspiracy and try to

win back the love of his life while still doing his

day job.’

Hardly a compelling call to action but, with

Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt heading the cast

and a production budget of around $150m, it

sounded worth a try. The publicity blurb, for

once, was spot-on.

Over-long and far from my cup of tea but good

knockabout fun, with both named performers

at the top of their game. If you like that sort of

thing, you’ll love this.

One thing we do love is an unsolicited viewer

contribution and, just as the shutters were

about to drop, we received the following

submission from a loyal BaSE reader,

‘Recently released on HBO and now available in

the UK on Disney+, Shogun represents an excellent

offering for those who enjoy a combination of

costume drama and high-octane excitement.

Based on the 1975 novel by James Clavell, Shogun

is well worth a watch and some might say better

than the novel.

John Blackthorne is a British sailor, interested in

extending the British Empire into the Japanese

archipelago. He arrives on the Esmeralda with the

remnants of a Dutch crew and the adventure

starts from there.

Shogun won’t appeal to all readers while the

subtitles take some of the pleasure out of the

viewing experience. There’s also a fair amount of

Seppuku (a form of Japanese ritualistic suicide)

but if this doesn’t put you off, there’s much to

admire in a noteworthy production.’

Meanwhile, on the ‘Coming Soon’ page of the

cinema website, they are promoting Young

Woman and the Sea, released in the US and

UK on 31st May. This tells the true story of

Trudy Ederle, the first woman to successfully

swim the English Channel. No guarantee it will

reach the New Carlton but it sounds

interesting. Daisy Ridley takes the title role.

Fly Me to the Moon (Scarlett Johansson,

Channing Tatum, Woody Harrelson) is a big-

budget drama based around NASA’s Apollo 11

moon landing. We’ll have a look at that one

when the first reviews appear.

Otherwise, unless you can spot something I’ve

missed, we’re looking at the autumn before we

see a significant upturn in quality. All rather

disappointing, to be honest.

However, and these are not words I ever

envisaged typing, Jeremy Clarkson has sprung

to the rescue, with Series 3 of the outstanding

Clarkson’s Farm.

In many ways, it’s a shame the series is on

Amazon Prime which will deny some potential

viewers the opportunity to see what I would

rate comfortably the most
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enjoyable show of the year. It’s funny and sad,

entertaining and educational.

Hugo Rifkind, the main TV critic in The Times,

led with ‘I would watch Jeremy Clarkson boil an

egg’ and you can see where he’s coming from.

Viewers clearly love it and, increasingly it would

appear, so do the farming community.

One sheep farmer was quoted as saying that

Clarkson had done more for farming in one

series than 30 years of the BBC’s Countryfile.

Audience levels are obviously affected by

limited viewer access to the service but

research findings suggest that just over 5m

viewers now regularly stream Clarkson’s Farm,

making it easily the largest Prime programme

audience ever recorded. As a point of

comparison, the top ITV show in early-May was

Britain’s Got Talent with a total audience of

5.4m.

But then ITV is available in 28m homes against

Prime at not much more than 12m.

If you have access to the show and haven’t yet

watched, you have a treat in store. There are

three series, with eight programmes in each.

Series 4 has already been commissioned and

it’s difficult to imagine there won’t be more to

follow.

Elsewhere, in no order whatsoever, a few

suggestions, from us or other BaSE readers…..

Michael Portillo’s Long Weekends. I don’t

really know what Portillo is these days but in

this pleasant C5 series he dons his garish

trousers and takes viewers on a long weekend

to three of his favourite European cities,

Madrid, Prague and Milan.

On Netflix, Bodkin looks worth checking out. A

group of podcasters set out to investigate the

mysterious disappearance of three strangers in

an idyllic Irish town.

Hampstead (Diane Keaton, Brendan Gleeson)

was a light, quirky 2017 feature film that we

both enjoyed. It’s recently reappeared on Film4.

I have zero affection for Manchester United but

99 is an Amazon Prime sport documentary that

should be worth watching. Alex Ferguson and

his 1999 treble-winning squad give an insight

into how they did it and how it all nearly fell

apart.

The Great British Sewing Bee returns to BBC1.

I’m told it’s essential viewing.

After the Party is an eagerly anticipated six-

part drama from TV New Zealand. Rights have

been acquired by Channel 4 so it should appear

later this summer.

Otherwise you might consider Inside No.9

(BBC2), The Responder (BBC1), Hidden

Treasures of the National Trust (BBC2), Red

Eye (ITV), Lost U-Boats of WW2 (Sky History) or

The Guilty Innocent (Sky History).

But mostly don’t miss Clarkson’s Farm.

David Harrison

May 2024
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BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

Dear members, 

As Cynthia has probably told you, I have

had to rearrange the programme we

originally agreed by swapping June and

July. I hope that does not inconvenience

anyone. So our meeting this month will be

a trip to Lydford Gorge on Thursday, June

20th, leaving the village at about 10.00

o’clock. As usual, go in by the first (Devil’s

Cauldron) entrance. The tea room opens at

10.30.

I shall bring a list for you to indicate what

you would like to bring to our summer

lunch. which will now be held  on Thursday,

July 18th at 11 Crandford Close.

Ann Allan on 861551



Okehampton

Our speaker this month is David Fitzgerald,

formerly of ITV, Sky and BBC. 

He will be talking about how ‘not’ to broadcast.

Tuesday 18 June at 2.30pm 

Fairplace Church, 3 Fairplace Terrace,

Okehampton

A Devonian, born on Dartmoor who attended

both Redhills and Hele’s schools in Exeter, his

career in radio began in 1980 with Devonair

Radio before moving to County Sound in

Guildford followed by Invicta Radio in Kent. 

Then in 1986 he made a move into

television when he joined Television South

West at Plymouth and appeared with Gus

Honeybun.

 When the franchise expired in 1994 David

went to work for Anglia Television before

moving once more, this time to join Sky News

as an anchor man. Whilst there he started

working for the corporate sector, presenting

and producing commercial videos but Sky

had other thoughts wanting exclusivity so in

1996 he joined the staff. It was whilst working

with Sky on the presentation team that David

covered major world events including the

arrest of OJ Simpson, the Waco siege and the

Oklahoma bombings. He also covered the

death of Princess Diana, elections, wars, royal

weddings plus global and national headline-

making stories for nine years. He then went

on to join the BBC in 2006 presenting a much-

loved morning show on Radio Devon, which

was listened to by thousands over the

seventeen years until he sadly left in 2023.

Apart from being a broadcaster, The Lord

Taverner auctioneer for the Southwest,

presenter, compere and fund raiser, he is

also an experienced writer with Spitting

Image, documentary and commercial credits.

He has co-authored several books for

children including with Falklands Veteran,

Simon Weston CBE. David is also a columnist

with Clear Sky Media newspapers. And if all

that isn’t enough, he works as an after-dinner

speaker with the best stand-up comedians

so, we are very pleased that he has managed

to make a space in his busy diary to come

and speak at our meeting.

If you want to know more and put a face to

the voice so many of you will have heard over

the airways for the last seventeen years then

why not come along to our meeting. How

much he will be able to cover remains to be

seen but one thing is for sure it will be a

fascinating insight to probably the best radio

presenter Devon will ever have. 

  

Admission: £1.00 to members and guests

with tea/coffee and biscuits.

For further information please contact Eunice

Goodwin 01837 318928

Lunar cycle for June
  New moon     6th

  First quarter   14th 

  Full moon    22nd 

  Last quarter    28th
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Friends of St Bridget’s yearly report 2023/4

AGM 19th June 2024

Friends of St Bridget’s are a group of people

who are keen to keep the church building and
surrounds in good order for the use of the

village. There is a need to work with the PCC to

undertake all work attempted and all major

work has to be done following application to the

diocese who extract a fee (comparable to a

planning application fee). The diocese does not

help financially in any of this – even if areas are

considered dangerous - and can demand
certain approaches irrespective of the cost and

money available.

The church, the White Hart, the school,

Riverside Stores, and the Sporting Green give us
a perfect village central area. In this current

financial climate, I am sure that maintenance of

all of these precious facilities is difficult. FOSB

volunteers and members have been paramount

in keeping the church and churchyard fit for
purpose in many ways but there is so much

more to do. Should the church building become

unsafe there is no possibility of the diocese

‘rescuing’ the building. At this point the diocese
may decide to recoup money by deconsecrating

the church and churchyard and selling the
ground and building to potential developers.

The necessary work they would have to do to

process planning applications for a 2* building

is lengthy in order to turn the church into
something else, but no doubt it could be

eventually achieved.  Many may feel this is a
benefit to the village where affordable housing

is needed but we would then lose the ability to

hold important life events – weddings, funerals,

baptisms etc – in a building in which our families
have memories and attachment. Even as an

‘incomer’ (now 15 years ago) I have an
attachment to St Bridget’s. My Australian

daughter in law discovered that her great great

great great grandmother lived in Bridestowe

and married her husband (who came from
Lewdown) in St Bridget’s church in 1815! Their

son emigrated to Australia in the gold rush and

the Australian side of the family came about. 

Over the last year the progress has been slow

tackling the list of relatively minor works agreed
with the PCC last year. This has partly been due

to the lack of time the current committee have
been able to apply to the arrangements of

works on the list, and partly to the availability of

the skills needed to undertake the work. 

Clean-Up Days have continued to bring

volunteers to help in the various external tasks

and the efforts are greatly appreciated. Cakes

and coffee etc have continued to help entice the

less enthusiastic to join in so thank you to the

cake makers too.

With the Quinquennial inspection undertaken in

September 2023 focus has been centred on the

tower and how the water getting in can be

stopped with the subsequent deterioration of

the upper floors and the ladders. It has become
of so much concern that only the bell master

has now been authorised by the PCC to go up

into the tower for muffling and servicing of the

bells, and then only when another person can
be in the church too in case of accidents. It is

now at the discretion of the bell master as to

how long he feels this is safe to do, and once it

is not, the tower upper levels will be closed. The

rotting wooden floors and the repair of the

louvres with new ladders attached to the walls

and attempts at minimising the amount of
water coming into the tower is an expensive

task. This is outside the funds of FOSB and the
PCC, and grants will need to be sought

alongside the permission of the diocese. 

Sadly, last year the hopes that there may be

volunteers to help apply for grants and oversee
the work of repair of the stained-glass windows

received no response and has therefore not
been taken forward, though this is still an issue

that needs addressing. 

As always new members and new committee

members would be gladly welcomed. The yearly
£6 membership fee was due on the 1st of May

and thank you to those of you who have already
paid or who pay by standing order. This fee

allows you to vote in meetings and all are

welcome to the AGM to express views and

enthusiasms. 

Some fund-raising events are being planned by
current committee members and the

assembling of a small group to tackle the grant

applications and then the project management

for the tower repairs are being developed.

Further Clean-up Days are in the calendar and

will be advertised in BaSE as usual – the next
one is the 31 August.

This coming year FOSB are hoping to facilitate

the ‘Support-a-Grave’ scheme – notice of which

was in May’s BaSE – asking for volunteers or

groups to look after a chosen grave in the

church yard. Whilst the Clean up Days have

made some efforts to maintain some of the

overgrown graves it requires more consistent

attention. 
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Do you enjoy Alpine

Skiing and prefer a

small social group of

8-10? Then the

Random Schusser

wants you!

For 2 or 3 fully

organised all inclusive

packages using mainstream providers, so

ABTA/ATOL protected. 

Group bookings share discounts, why pay full

price?

Information:   Gerald@jacksmeadow.co.uk  

The 2024 season saw us enjoy 2 different

weeks skiing the Sella Ronda Circuit in the

stunning Italian Dolomites, with a 3rd week

from Courchevel 1650 (France)  AND... By

Popular Demand .... We will be skiing the Sella

Ronda again next season.
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 Bacon Baps will be

served on  Saturday

29th June from 10 -12

noon at Bridestowe

Village Hall.  There’s a

takeaway option too.

A secondhand book stall

is now a regular feature of Bacon Baps and Gill

may well be there too with her free range eggs

and honey.

 May’s session was quieter than usual but even

so £110 was raised for hall funds.Thank you to

everyone who came and those who helped

pack away. Ness, Fiona and Patrick stepped

in to man the show while the Pritchards

were off gallivanting.

I googled the word gallivanting to see if it

was appropriate. Under the heading ‘Is

gallivanting a negative word? it stated:

‘There’s a certain flippant quality to

gallivanting, which is to say that it doesn’t

have the most positive connotation. It can

imply a lack of seriousness or discretion, as

those who gallivant sometimes do so

when they should be focusing on more

pressing matters.’

Exactly..Bacon Baps!

Two men and their dog 

Working sheepdog demonstration

Thursday 13 June 2024 at 18:30 - 19:30

Regularly during the summer, local farmers

and champion sheepdog trainers Jed and

Kenny Watson will be holding demonstrations

on their farms at Postbridge on Dartmoor to

show how they train their dogs for work and

competitions.

Brothers Jed and Kenny have farmed on the

moor all their life. As their sheep, cattle and

ponies graze over many miles of open high

moorland, their sheepdogs are not only

constant companions, but also essential

helpers whenever stock need moving.

Both have decades of experience in working

sheepdogs, and Jed has competed at the

highest level including as Captain of the

English National Team at the World

championships.

Being keen to share their knowledge not only

of training sheepdogs, but also the joys and

challenges of farming on Dartmoor, they are

holding regular sheepdog demonstrations

from 6.30pm on Thursday evenings from the

beginning of May until the end of August and

Thursday afternoons from 2.30pm during

September. As well as seeing their dogs

working and young dogs being trained, there

will be plenty of chances to ask any questions

you have about farming or training dogs.

No booking is required – just meet in the car

park outside the Dartmoor National Park

Visitor Centre at Postbridge (Postcode PL20

6TH). The fields are a few hundred metres

walk along a rough track from the car park, so

please wear suitable footwear and clothing

for the weather conditions – remember even

in the summer, the evenings on Dartmoor can

be chilly. Feel free to bring a folding chair or

mat to take to the field to sit on. Well behaved

dogs on leads are also welcome.

Thanks to the support of Dartmoor National

Park’s Farming in Protected Landscapes

Scheme, the events are free, but given the

vital service it provides to both visitors and

residents of Dartmoor there will be a

collection for the Devon Air Ambulance.



Sunday Worship for June

Sunday 2nd

9.30am See Sourton BaSe entry for details

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s activities)

Sunday 9th

9.30am Morning Prayer at St Bridgets

11.00am Morning service at the Methodist

Church led by Jerry Cook

Sunday 16th 

11.00am United service with St Bridgets at the

Methodist Church led by Chris Jackson and H

Haywood

Sunday 23rd

9.30am Family Service at St Bridget’s. Songs, a

bible story and refreshments.

11.00am Morning service at Methodist Chapel

led by Vicki Penfound

Sunday 30th

11.00am Morning service at Methodist Chapel

led by John Hill

A few weeks ago many people in this area were

gazing up into the night sky to see the

wonderful colours of the aurora borealis, the

northern lights. A rare site for us in the

southwest. The Bible talks about the wonders

of God’s creation in many places. 

These verses from Psalm 136 express the

wonder the writer felt looking up into the skies

thousands of years ago. With all that is

happening in the world today we can still

wonder at God’s creation and trust in His love.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures

forever.

To him who alone does great wonders, His love

endures forever.

Who by his understanding made the heavens, His

love endures forever.

Who spread out the earth upon the waters, His

love endures forever.

Who made the great lights—His love endures

forever.

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Coffee Morning in May was well

supported. Thank you to all who came. We

raised £188 for the Okehampton Food Bank.

The Coffee Morning in June will be held on

Saturday 8th June. 10 to 12 noon with

coffee/tea/biscuits and a cake stall. Do

come.The charity this month is Children’s

Hospice South West.

We continue to be busy on Tuesday

mornings and Tuesday afternoons has a

regular following of whist players. The

Thursday morning Laugh and Craft

sessions sees followers teaching each other

new skills.

Opening times 

Tuesdays 10 - 12 with coffee, cake and a

friendly chat, and 2 - 4, when you can

play whist and Thursday 10 - 12. Laugh

and Craft or just pop in for a chat.

-----------------------------------------------------------

You can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc.

 Please contact Brian Maddaford

(861402)

The Over 60’s

Lunch Club will

meet on Tuesday
11th June.

Gather at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30. Apologies to Jennifer
on 861592 if you are unable to come.

Thank you.
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Bridestowe Village Hall 

 Chairperson’s Report for the AGM 

The past twelve months have been another

busy and successful period for our Village

Hall.

The Village Hall Trustees and Committee

members continue to meet monthly to

ensure the smooth running of the Hall and

discuss the programme of improvements

and maintenance to keep things in good

order.

Firstly I would like to thank all the Trustees

for their ongoing commitment to keeping the

Hall running effectively.  We have only had

one new Trustee, who joined in 2019, and

we’re  keen for more to come on board.  

I would like to take this opportunity, on

behalf of all the Trustees, to thank Jo Fleming

who has been a valued Trustee and

Committee member and has now taken the

decision, after more than twelve years’

service, to retire at this year’s AGM.

The current team has continued to commit

time and energy voluntarily to run this

important community facility.

Thank you to both David Street and Phil

Down for keeping the Hall finances in order

and ensuring that our accounts are up to

date, cash flow is managed effectively,

invoicing is completed in a timely manner

and suppliers paid on time.

‘Bacon Baps’ continues to make a significant

contribution to Hall funds and is an enjoyable

social morning each month.  I would like to

thank everyone who contributes to this event

and in particular Terry Pritchard for

continuing to be chief cook and Ali Young for

prepping the Hall and getting supplies in.

Thank you too to the other volunteers and to

the loyal band of attendees who regularly

support this event. 

A special thank you to John Ware who sanded

down and revarnished the bar in the

Margaret Moore suite – it was looking rather

stained and tired and has been restored to

its former splendour.

A big thank you to the former Short Mat

Bowls’ committee who kindly donated the

mat winding machine and some equipment

to the Village Hall.  Some interest has been

expressed in setting up informal sessions in

the near future.

Another big thank you goes to the regular

hirers of the Hall and Treetops whose

continued support provides the all-important

income stream. 

 I am pleased to report that the Hall has had

a record number of wedding parties in 2024

and going into 2025 which makes a huge

difference in terms of raising funds to

support much needed expenditure to keep

the Hall in good order.  

As some local people will be aware the Hall

has a mortgage of some £40,000 and this

costs just over £400.00 in interest and

repayments each month.  There is

approximately twelve years to run on the

mortgage.

Major expenditure in the last financial year: - 

    • The kitchen  make over cost c £11,000  -

the S106 fund will contribute c £4,500 of this

amount – thank you to Andy Moore for

overseeing this initiative – refurbishment

included new flooring, new kitchen units,

work surfaces and splash backs

    • Replacement windows to the side of

Treetops c £3,000

    • Fire alarm system update £800

    • Major repairs required on the Hall

heating system c £4,000

    • A glass washer has been installed in the

Margaret Moore Suite bar – this will make it

much easier to wash and dry glasses 

c £1,000.  Thank you to Lisa Peace for

organising this with help from Mike Dennis at

the White Hart and Charlie Baker

    • Oil and electricity c £4, 800  

    • The Hall Floor is still in need of a

complete overhaul at some point but given

the cost (c £30,000) it has been decided to

continue to keep the old floor going for as

long as possible.  Some repairs, including re-

varnishing and replacing damaged areas in

2023/24 have helped maintain the floor

We would like to thank Bridestowe

Commoners for their generous donation of

£1,000 which was used to help
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meet the costs of refurbishing the kitchen.

An anonymous donation of £1,000 was

received in April to go towards funding a

defibrillator for the Hall.  We would like to

extend our thanks on behalf of all Hall users

including Treetops for this donation which

has been much appreciated.   Going forward

the costs of running and maintaining the

defibrillator will be shared between

Bridestowe Village Hall and Treetops.

The 59 Club continues to run whereby

members have a chance to win £100 if their

allocated number matches National Lottery

bonus ball on the last Saturday of each

month.  Thanks to Ali Young who runs the

club and to all the members, old and new, for

their commitment

Most of the existing Trustees have now been

supporting the Hall for over six years and we

would love to welcome some new members.

Any contribution, no matter how small would

be appreciated as there are often odd jobs or

simple tasks that need to be done.  Please

consider becoming either a volunteer or a

Trustee and if you are interested, why not

come along to one of our meetings.

Esther C Winter

Chairperson

(Dates of meetings will be posted in ‘Forthcoming

Events’)

BRIDESTOWE  READING  

GROUP 

Our next meeting will be on

Thursday 6th June

at  kindly hosted by  Tricia at 8,

Beech Tree Meadow. We will be

discussing Joanna Cannon’s book, A Tidy Ending

‘From the author of The Trouble With Goats and

Sheep comes another compellingly crafted

mystery featuring an unfulfilled woman fleeing a

dark past and a spate of sinister crimes in

suburbia.’ Waterstones

‘Compellingly creepy, with precisely observed

characterisation… combines pathos with lovely

flashes of humour and a wholly unexpected

ending’  Guardian 

 New members are always welcome

01566 783529
email: neil@neiledgson.com 

South Zeal and South Tawton Open

Gardens

Sunday 9th June 2024

10.00am to 5.00pm

We have a selection of lovely gardens open.

There are approximately 13 gardens to visit.

 There will also be an art display, a tool sale, a

Gauge 0 model railway, and the Moor

Harmony Choir will be performing.

Garden teas also available, and Ploughman’s

lunches and homemade puddings in the

Victory Hall.

There will be plants for sale.

Cost

£5.00 adults, accompanied children free.

All proceeds go to the Victory Hall.

Tickets will be available on the day from the

Victory Hall opposite the green.

 Parking behind the Kings Arms Pub.

Toilets are available - locations will be advised

on the day.

To contact the organisers

Email: georgie.defay@gmail.com
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Riverside Stores

& Post Office

At the heart of Bridestowe

Riverside Stores & Post Office

Bridestowe,

Okehampton,

Devon, EX20 4EG

01837 861321

riversidestores@hotmail.com

Pizza Night - Handmade woodfired pizzas

Exe Valley Pizza Co. will be here on

 Saturday 22nd June, 5pm – 8pm.

Vegetarian, Vegan & Gluten free options available.

Order on the night or pre order via: 07402 147335

Our Local Venison

We still have some venison left. This year has been our best

season for venison. The season is now closed until mid-August

when the season begins again. By being awarded 5 stars by the

FSA for our venison processing and hygiene handling along

with being listed in the National Game to Eat register of game

outlets, has proven to be a positive endorsement of our game.

Traceability and authenticity of natural venison (not farmed)

is as important to us as it is to our customers. So come mid-

august we will have more stock of venison. All our venison is

blast frozen on day of butchering to ensure freshness and

quality. We like to thank all our customers for supporting us

and its encouraging that our customers like to purchase from a

trusted and recognised outlet.

BBQ Packs @ £15.00 include:

4 x Chinese chicken thighs, 4 x Beef burgers, 4 x Pork sausages,

4 x BBQ pork ribs

Meat Boxes @ £27.50 include:

1 x 1.5kg whole chicken (approx.), 500g minced beef, 4 x 4oz

traditional beef burgers, 2 x chicken breasts, 6 pack pork

sausages, 6 pack smoked or green back bacon.

Many thanks for your continued custom and loyalty.

Michaela, Colin and our valued team of drivers.
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News from Lydford Gorge

National Trust 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

May is my favourite month for a slow wander in

the gorge, with time to take in the host of

wildflowers that appear. The orchard was

looking particularly full of flowers this year. The

rangers mowed the paths but left the rest to

grow. It was filled with pignut, buttercups,

speedwell, sorrel, and plantain, as well as

bluebells under the trees. It’s certainly worth a

walk around and as the wildflowers fade it’ll be

filled with butterflies, moths and the occasional

dragonfly to look out for too.

On the butterfly front I need to make a

correction; I said to look out for white admirals,

but after being questioned I asked around the

team, and if they have seen one around this

area it was a long time ago. So, if you do think

you’ve spotted one please let us know! Also

worth reporting if you see them would be a

wood white or a marsh fritillary, as apparently

these were last recorded in Lydford forest in the

1980s and ‘90s. Thanks to Rob for the info.

Personally, I’m going to try and spot a purple

hairstreak, they are known to be around the

area but are rarely seen as they spend most of

their time perched on leaves at the top of oak

trees. They fly more commonly in the evening of

a warm summer’s day and are best spotted with

binoculars.

There were 6 pied flycatcher nests each with

between 6 and 9 eggs, in the woodland around

the bird hide by late May. This means that they

should hopefully have plenty of insects and

caterpillars to feed on when they hatch so we’ll

keep our fingers crossed.

Both the Devil’s Cauldron and Waterfall tea-

room are open every day. The scone of the

month for June will be gooseberry and thyme,

and if it’s as good as the rhubarb and rosemary

one from May, it’ll be worth a try. Did you know

we also have doggy ice cream available for your

four-legged friend on a sunny day!

Thanks to everyone who has donated books,

volunteered, or bought books in the second-

hand bookshop. So far this year we’ve raised

over £4500 which will be used to help look after

Lydford Gorge. We’re happy to accept donations

any time we’re open. Alternatively, get in touch

and we can organise a collection.

Opening Times until 3 November 2024

Devil’s Cauldron trail, Waterfall trail, and second-

hand bookshop open every day, 10am-4.30pm.

Check on site for when Lyd link and Tucker’s

Pool are open.

Devil’s Cauldron tea-room open

10.30am-4.30pm and waterfall tea-room open

10am-4pm.

Please check the website for updates before

travelling - nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge 

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk Tel:

01822 820320 

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt 

Registered Charity Number 205846

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk Tel:

01822 820320 

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt 

Registered Charity Number 205846

Offers & Events
I

‘Pub Classics’ Afternoon Tea

£21.95 per person

Between 2:30pm and 4:00pm
Our ‘Pub Classics’ Afternoon Tea

Available every day until 30 September. 

It includes a selection of

delicious homemade cakes, scones and our

chef’s take on a classic Ploughmans. 

Pre booked tables only

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

(until 30th September)

www. bearslakeinn.com/offers
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HYDROTHERAPY AND PHYSIOTHERAPY FOR YOUR DOG

An experienced and passionate team committed to improving your dog’s quality

of life. We treat a variety of conditions and injuries, including:

• Hip and Elbow Dysplasia  • Patella Luxation • Spinal disease or Injury
• Cruciate Ligament Injuries • Lameness • Obesity

• Pre and Post Op Rehab • Osteoarthritis • Neurological disorders
9 X 4 METRE POOL   UNDERWATER TREADMILL     PHYSIOTHERAPY      MASSAGE

The Retreat, Canine Rehabilitation Centre, Tavistock Road, Okehampton, EX20 4LR 

Tel: 07711 492689                          W:  theretreatrehab.co.uk
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Seth’s Grass Cutting Services
Reliable and energetic local young person offering lawn mowing in

Bridestowe.

Own mower and tools used.

Competitive rates - please contact for a free quotation visit.

01837 861114

At Betty Cottles Inn, 

Tavistock Road, Graddon Cross, EX20 4LR           01837 484825

Ocean City Groove 

Friday 21st June at 8pm

Ocean City Groove are a ten-piece funk, disco and soul party band
based in Devon. “We cover a range of popular tracks from Car Wash, to Boogie

Wonderland, to classic

soul tracks like

Nowhere to Run and

Mr Big Stuff. “
OCG are a party band

available for weddings,

parties, corporate

events, festivals and

more.

oceancitygroove.com

Wendy’s Sewing Box 
I offer the following services but am not limited to: 

Clothing repairs and alterations  • Curtain making and alterations  • Soft furnishings,

cushions, throws,etc  • Pet beds  • Upholstery and furniture  recovering. I am also happy

to discuss bespoke requests. If you have any projects or requirements you need looked

at, please feel free to contact me. Wendy Hannaford on 07960 026385 

or via email wendyhannaford@yahoo.co.uk



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote
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Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)

Calor Gas/ Camping Gas Sales
Laundrette facilities available. Tokens from Reception.

Luxury 4 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static
caravans for hire, either for the week or for short

breaks. For details  01837 861261

Morris Bros (Tavistock) Ltd -
Your Local Independent Funeral

Director
Services start at £1500 for a direct

cremation,
£2900 for a simple cremation, to a full

tailor made funeral service
with “The Morris Way”
01822 612023 (24 hrs)

The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside,
Tavistock, PL19 0AZ

www.morrisbros.co.uk

Supporting individuals
with all their

concerns, historic and
current. 

West Devon Therapies offers Counselling,
Hypnotherapy & EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 
For more information or to book a FREE 20
minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting
soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that
someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”



Professional Dog Groomer
Susannah - Sourton

07930 303760

Services
Grooming 

 • Bath and brush
 • Pet Groom

 • Breed Standard groom
 • Hand Stripping

  • De-shedding
 •  Puppy intro

  • Ear Cleaning

          • Nail Clipping

Other Services

• Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning

Noise-free  Motion-free

Stress-free

• Emmett Technique Therapy for Dogs
Light touch muscle release

Soft tissue relaxation

Relieve discomfort, improve movement,

flexibility and overall well-being

For further details, please visit my website:

www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk

The Grooming Sanctuary

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services 

Renewables - Air source, Ground Source 

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Boiler Installation & Upgrades 

Gas Boiler Servicing        Gas Safety Checks 
Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

 07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

 Moorcare Gardening & Home    Maintenance Services
Grass cutting & lawncare • Hedge trimming & pruning
Weed control & maintenance  • Planting beds & pots

Garden clearance • General tidying
DIY jobs and home maintenance

Call 07530 365125
Martin

Sourton - Okehampton

L Knight Event Catering 

Weddings - Parties - Wakes - Holiday Cottage Catering - Corporate Events and
Meetings. 

Large and Small events catered for with bespoke menus to suite every catering need. 
Full staffed service or Delivery only also available 

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

 We have plenty of bedding and container plants coming

on plus lots more on offer, all very competitively priced

Our polytunnel is now open so why not drop in to see what we’ve

got. John and Angie            01837 861866 BaSE  Page  25



For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact: Jackie
Butler,   Independent Usborne Organiser 

 07828323473 elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    Find me on Facebook
-  Elsie’s Book Corner

Recycling old duvets..

  If you have any unwanted clean, non feather duvets
that you would like me to transform into pet beds…..

could you kindly contact me on 07855-830668, I can then

make arrangements for their collection.

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs Fish &

chips with peas and

bread and butter

£7.95

 Our Sunday roasts

are as popular as ever. 

Booking is advisable to

avoid disappointment.

Mike, Sarah and the

team

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318

    Opening hours: 

Mondays closed  Tuesday - Friday 

12 - 3pm       5pm - close

Open all day Saturday and Sundays and Bank holidays

from 12 midday. Home-cooked food available

Sunday food

Roast dinners served 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 7.30pm

Quiz night 

in June on

Wednesday 12th at

8pm In aid of 

Museum of Dartmoor

Life
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Based in Bridestowe          ANIMAL MICROCHIPPING 

Home visits by arrangement also.

 Call or text Jane 07809 747 379          £16.80p inc. VAT per animal



Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 
BOASLEY CROSS

We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes
from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £15 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £20 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding, effective from 

1st January 2024
Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage

BaSE  Page  27

BLISS NAILS

Manicures, pedicures, nail

extensions 

Call or message for an

appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD
IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

LOCAL  PLUMBER             

 Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:  01566 783562 
07984 812807

TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 
Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing
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Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann
Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

MOOR
  INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS          01837 748218    www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES     NO OBLIGATION  HIGHLY COMPETITIVE

PENSIONS l INVESTMENTS l PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX l TRUSTS l BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Moor Independent Financial advisers Limited is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 

ValidPath Ltd is registered on the FCA register under Reference Number 197107



A traditional approach to window cleaning.
Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Traceable • Authenticated • Nutritious  • 100% grass-fed  •
Sustainable
Grass - fed Beef Boxes available
01822 820699     moo@warsonbeef
Warson Barton, Coryton, Nr Lydford, Okehampton EX20 4PQ
com www.warsonbeef.com/beef-boxes

THE VILLAGE VALET  -  Car valeting  by M. Amhof

0792 607 5341
Covering a wide range of vehicles • Competitive rates offering a range of services 

• No job too big or small Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork available to
order now.
Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes available, as
well as individual joints and sausages.
For prices and more information, contact Alyse 07514 943
239 or Isaac 07908 430 236
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The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We

pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,                call 01837 658696      

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST   Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  
Tel. 01837 861478             Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 
 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car  Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566
783418

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    Alister Polhill: 07518 908876
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P.S. Electrical All electrical work undertaken

Spears Fishleigh Office 01837 8811112

Sanctuary Lane Mob: 07792 163156

Hatherleigh EX20 3LH Email: Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk66

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes
Greetings cards  Available from Riverside Stores. 

Commissions accepted 

 Do you have an interesting home/garden/business premises

which would look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a possible

commission, or details of the full range and prices of

products, ring me, Penny McInnes, on 01837 748305 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  



Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and

repair   Landlord certificates Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and

shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298
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Paws in the Pink!
dog training and behaviour solutions

Behaviour Consultations & Training Plans > 1

-1 Training >  Scent work including Mantrailing

>  Free work > Workshops, etc

Puppies, Adolescence, Adult, Re-home &
Rescue dogs all welcome

Pawsinthepink.co.uk       0777 1637016   kiri.downes@btinternet.com



Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied                Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093

NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails
@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

    Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”
Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade
designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more. Contact us now for
a copy of our current catalogue.
For orders and enquiries:       Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk   1A

Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references. To enquire, please

contact Belinda     07534 711357 

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming    Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience
Call Richard on 01837 861220 
or mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your business out

of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the entrepreneur’s

trap? I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently. My name is Chris Heron. and I offer

Virtual PA and Business Administration Support. I’m passionate about supporting
small businesses and in particular. women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

Tel: 01837 214667 Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

BAKER’S BUILDING

Telephone: 01837 861 509

  07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY

Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges  Tel: 07591 655072        Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

River Walks House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience Dogs, cats, small animals to 
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and 

cleaning available Please call Louise on         07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097
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Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

SGC ELECTRICAL
Sam Coward Electrician Bridestowe

sgcoward@yahoo.com

07914 750 728      Okehampton



Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and
Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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Les Sort it & POW
Garden Maintenance  • Grass cutting  • Flower bed keeping  • Pruning  • Digging • 

Composting  • Planting and other jobs considered 

Also patio laying and restoring

Please call Les        07591 761 096 



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)
Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible. It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just
follow the link for BaSE.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural
services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote
Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for June

Sunday 2nd 2.30pm - 4.30pm, Boasley Chapel, Cream tea
Monday 3rd Closing date for Sourton photographic competition

Thursday 6th 7pm, Sourton Village Hall, D Day celebration

7.30pm, 8 Beech Tree Meadow, Reading Group

Saturday 8th 10.30am, Sourton village green, clean up project
 10am - 12noon, The Ark Coffee Morning in aid of Children’s 

Hospice SW
Sunday 9th 10am - 5pm, South Zeal & South Tawton Open gardens

Tuesday 11th 12.15 for 12.30pm, The Ark, Over 60’s lunch

Wednesday 12th 8pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of Museum of Dartmoor Life

Saturday 15th 10am - 12noon, Fairplace Church, Fairtrade Coffee Morning
8.30pm, The Wharf, The Guitar Legends Show

Tuesday 18th 2.30pm, Fairplace Church, Oke u3a, talk by David Fitzgerald
5.30pm, War Memorial, Higher Uppacott visit, Lewdown Past

Wednesday 19th 7.30pm, St Bridget’s,  FOSB’s AGM

Thursday 20th 10am leave, Thursday Morning Group, trip to Lydford Gorge
12 noon - 2pm, Boasley Chapel, Soup & sweet

Friday 21st 8pm, Betty Cottles, live music.. Ocean City Groove
Saturday 22nd 5pm - 8pm, Bridestowe village centre, Exe Valley pizza van

Wednesday 26th 7pm, Lewdown cricket pavilion, Call My Bluff

7.30pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, BVH Management 

Committee meeting
Saturday 29th  9.30am, Cemetery gates, Volunteer Group session

10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps


