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Lewdown Past
The Lewdown and area local 

history group

Chris Chapman’s Dartmoor
photographs 

Visit to an exhibition at Providence

Chapel nr. Throwleigh
Meet at the War Memorial at 6pm on

Tuesday 21st May.
Chris Chapman has been photographing
Dartmoor scenes for almost 50 years,

capturing the essence of the landscape and
the traditional skills and customs of people

who live there. A similar event last year
was highly recommended by one of our

members. The exhibition will also support
the upkeep of this Grade II listed chapel,

one of the oldest on the circuit.
The exhibition is open to the public from

1200 to 1800 every 2nd Saturday, from
May to October (inclusive), but we would

like to arrange a private visit, for which a

minimum of 10 is required
Therefore, please register your intention to

join us by 7th May, with a contact number
(in case of cancellation or change of plan).

Please also let us know whether you can
give, or would like, a lift: phone Esther on

01566 783023. If you cannot commit this
early, you are welcome to contact us after

7th May, to check the visit is going ahead,
and to register your interest.

The Chapel is beyond Throwleigh, along
some narrow lanes, and directions will be

given or you can follow another car. It is
about 20 miles each way and car-sharing

will be encouraged. Visitors are very
welcome: in lieu of our usual fee, please

donate generously to the chapel.

Boasley Chapel
Scrap Metal Collection

Saturday 18th May

10am - 12noon

Bacon baps and teas served

throughout

Collections can be arranged

by phoning 01837 871763
No gas bottles, microwaves, freezers,

fridges, televisions please



The Vicar writes...
In the news! Famous scientist and atheist, Prof.

Richard Dawkins, has described himself as a

‘cultural Christian’ who loves hymns and

Christmas carols. Though ‘not a believer’,

Dawkins felt ‘at home in the Christian ethos.’ He

says it would be ‘truly dreadful’ if Christianity in

Britain were supplanted by another religion. In

an interview on LBC radio, he was asked if he

considered it problematic that Islam was

expanding across Europe while church

attendance was plummeting, Dawkins replied,

‘Yes, I do … If I had to choose between

Christianity and Islam, I’d choose Christianity

every single time. It seems to me to be a

fundamentally decent religion, in a way that I

think Islam is not.’

While Dawkins statement is to be applauded it

does sound a bit like someone saying they like

apples but don’t want orchards.

Christian culture could hardly be expected to

survive if the founding narrative on which it

rests – namely that Jesus Christ was the Son of

God and rose from the dead – is dismissed as

false. But as Trade Unionist and author, Paul

Embery points out, ‘millions across the country

actually share Dawkins’ sentiment that the

moral precepts and culture of Christianity can

and should be embraced even if its miracles

and mysticisms are denied. I also suspect that

these millions believe that, while freedom of

religion is a fundamental right that must be

cherished and defended, we should be

unapologetic about saying that if any religion is

to be officially recognised and promoted inside

our country, such as by our state institutions,

that religion should be Christianity and no

other.’

A lot of people believe that all religions are

basically the same and that the Abrahamic

religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam,

worship the same God but a bit of study shows

this isn’t true.

Although Christianity has had a heavy influence

on our culture, we have a separation of church

and state. Islam however, is not just a religion

but is also a political ideology with no

separation of church and state hence sharia

law, which is what Embery is alluding to. That

may or may not be a good thing depending on

your attitude, for instance if you like a drink, it

would be a definite no, no. If you would like

four wives instead of one then it’s OK. Eating

meat is fine but it will be halal slaughtered, not

so good if you’re into animal rights.

Bikinis are out for women and LGBTQ people

probably wouldn’t want to be quite so

outspoken.

Of course, all of this stems from what is written

in the Koran which Muslims believe contains

the words of Allah revealed to Mohammed by

the angel Gabriel while he was on his own in a

cave. (Very similar to Joseph Smith and the

Book of Mormon)

The Koran mentions Jesus but he is very

different to the Jesus of the Bible. Interestingly,

the only woman mentioned by name in the

Koran is Mary the mother of Jesus. 

As well as the Koran Muslims have volumes of

sacred writings they follow called Hadiths. The

Hadiths teach that Muslim men will be given 72

virgins in heaven, women on the other hand

get to spend eternity with their husbands (my

wife’s idea of hell!)

The Hadiths also tell us that Mohammed was

53 years old when he married a six-year-old girl

called Aisha and consummated the marriage

when she was nine. He also kept and traded

slaves and was a war lord. A bit different to

Jesus if you’re looking for a role model. 

‘Islam’ means ‘a slave of Allah’, if you obey all of

the Koran and Hadiths you may get to

paradise. Compare that to Christianity, which

teaches that our relationship to God is like that

between a Father and child, or bride and

groom and you get a guaranteed place in

heaven through God’s grace in Jesus Christ, I

think Dawkins wasn’t far off when he said

Christianity is a thoroughly decent religion in a

way that Islam is not. 

Adrian Brook
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Looking at the interactive map, 21/8/23, most of the sightings are mainly in the south/south

east but there is a cluster of sightings in the Plymouth  area.

https://www.ahat.org.uk/article/interactive-map-of-confirmed-sightings-in-the-uk

 What about the native Hornet Vespa crabro?

The hornet is Britain’s largest social wasp measuring up to 35mm long – its size alone ensures

it cannot be mistaken for any other wasp. Like the common wasp, it is striped but, instead of

being black and yellow, it has chestnut-brown and yellowy-orange stripes. The head consists of

stout antennae, two ‘c’ shaped eyes and three round simple eyes.

This is a generally peaceful, non-aggressive species. 
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Okehampton u3a

On 21 May Okehampton u3a welcome Marilyn

and Alan MacQueen, Volunteers from Devon

Air Ambulance Trust. They will be talking

about the history and vital work the charity

does to raise the funds to keep Devon’s two

air ambulances flying and their fleet of Critical

Care Cars responding.

Accidents and illness happen and when they

do patients, whatever their age, circumstance

or location, need specialist treatment fast. The

speed with which the air ambulance doctors

and paramedics can reach a patient, identify

their time-critical needs and provide their

specialist life-saving treatments and

interventions to slow, halt or even reverse the

effects of a life-threatening condition, is crucial

in helping to achieve a successful outcome.

To find out more why not come along to the

meeting when Marilyn and Alan will talk about

an accident in 1986 that saw the launch of the

“Ceri Thomas Appeal” to raise funds to get an

Air Ambulance in Devon, what has happened

since then including the celebration of the

200th community landing site allowing the

helicopters to land in many towns and villages

across Devon during the ‘hours of darkness’

and the work the two of them and other

volunteers do to support this vital, local

service. As usual there will be a chance to ask

questions at the end of the talk.

Join us for a fascinating talk by

Devon Air Ambulance Volunteers

Marilyn & Alan MacQueen

Tuesday 21st May  at 2:30pm

 Fairplace Church, 

This meeting will held at Fairplace

Church, 3 Fairplace

Terrace,Okehampton, EX20 1DT
(opposite the Post Office) 

Admission £1.00 to members and

guests with tea/coffee and biscuits.

For further information please contact

Dee McVey 01837 658590

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW
The hall is a fantastic facility, that can be

used for a wide range of events, from

small meetings to large scale wedding
receptions and parties. The venue is
divided into a number of units, including
meeting rooms, kitchen and a large hall

which can be hired out separately. Also

the venue can be hired in its entirety.
The hire charges are reviewed annually

and there is a special discount scheme for
local residents (within a 4 mile radius of

Bridestowe).Please contact the Bookings
Clerk for more information

Esther Winter     Mob: 07946 992200

Visit the website
www.bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to
see prices and view the calendar for
availability.
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Red Spider Youth Theatre            New Members Welcome
An opportunity for children to delve into the wonderful world of drama and performance! 

Red Spider Youth Theatre encourages imagination, creativity and confidence.

Led by professional Drama Practitioner and Director, Di ffitch (BA Hons, PGCE), the fortnightly

sessions include a wide range of drama based activities, with participants  aged 8-18, working as

individuals, in small groups and as a team.

Thank you to everyone who took part

in the sheep trail around the village. I

believe lots of fun was had by children

and adults!  The winning

name for the black

sheep was ‘Bridget’ The

winner received a

lovely basket of

chocolate goodies!

Watch out for new sheep next Easter.

The Easter trail and the chocolate

filled chicks raised £96 for

St.Bridget’s church.

Thank you for

everyone’s help with

the knitting. 

BANK HOLIDAY

Monday  May 6th

     &

BANK HOLIDAY

Monday May 27th

1.30pm - 5.30pm

New advertiser ... Wendy’s Sewing Box 
I offer the following services but am not limited to: 

Clothing repairs and alterations  • Curtain making and alterations  • Soft furnishings,

cushions, throws,etc  • Pet beds  • Upholstery and furniture  recovering. I am also happy

to discuss bespoke requests. If you have any projects or requirements you need looked

at, please feel free to contact me. Wendy Hannaford on 07960 026385 

or via email wendyhannaford@yahoo.co.uk
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Tavistock Memory

Cafe 
provides locally based

support and information

to those living with

dementia, their family,

carers and friends.

Memory Cafe runs two bookable meetings on

the 2nd & 4th Saturday of each month. 

AM session 11.00-12.30

PM session 14.00-15.30

Trained volunteers greet members old & new,

after an initial chance to chat over tea &

biscuits/cake, carers can join a peer support

group in a separate room, to share

experiences, exchange information or hear

from a guest professional,  always in strict

confidence. Meanwhile those living with

dementia get involved in a variety of

stimulating activities supported by our

volunteers, quizzes, art & craft, live music,

singing & celebratory events are often in the

programme. 

Care & Share sessions are on the 3rd

Thursday of each month providing carers &

family a spell of time for themselves for 1-4

hours  from 10.30-14.30. Those living with

dementia & attending will be involved in a

variety of stimulating activities. 

Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (CST) is a

course of structured theraputic sessions that

are based around a topic with talking, music &

pictures, all leading to a stimulating, fun &

beneficial experience. Run by trained

facilitators. The sessions are for an hour, once

a week over 12 weeks.

For more information visit our website:-

tavistockmemorycafe.co.uk 

 or our Facebook page

 or contact Heather on 07436 008 281

 or email     info@tavistockmemorycafe.co.uk.

Bridestowe Village Hall Management

Committee will be holding its 
Annual General Meeting on 

Wednesday 22nd May 2024 

at 7.30pm at the Hall. 

Do consider coming along to find out

how your community building is faring.

59 Lottery Club -

raising funds for

Bridestowe Village
Hall
A very sincere thank

you to renewing

members and a

warm welcome to a couple of new ones.

I have never liked asking for subs - I’m mindful

of the cost of living so I am touched  that

people are prepared to support Bridestowe

Village Hall by this route. 

If you fancy joining, please contact me for

full details and an application form.

Alison Young  01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet .com 
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Open

Gardens

Forgotten Garden of Lewtrenchard at

Lewdown on Wednesday 1 May, 12 - 4pm

This event will focus on the beautiful

woodland garden with an exhibition and

refreshments served in the church of St

Peter’s, There will be the bluebells in bloom to

admire on the woodland walk, past the Holy

Well.

 Entry price £6

Calstock Hidden Village Gardens on Sunday

26th May, 11am - 4pm

Explore the exciting and diverse private village

gardens in the picturesque, riverside village of

Calstock with peaceful walks and fantastic

views across the Tamar Valley. Approximately

2 mile walk around the village with some

moderately challenging slopes. Maps

available from St Luke’s stand at Calstock

Quay on the day. Extra garden and artists

studio located at Gresham House outside the

village.

 Entry price £6

www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/open-gardens



Men Only by Howard Barkell

You may have read here recently of how the

Women’s Institute movement was formed

during the First World War in an attempt to

encourage housewives to grow and preserve

more of their own food as the German U Boat

offensive was beginning to cause shortages of

imported goods. When hostilities ended the

organisation flourished and continued with

branches in many local villages and towns. It

aimed to give women of all backgrounds the

chance to mix together and learn new skills

and pastimes as well as broaden their horizons

and is still going in one form or another in

some places.

Was there a non-political, classless men

only equivalent? One of the reasons for the W.I.

was because so many able bodied men were

serving in the war, but once servicemen began

to return to civilian life many missed the

camaraderie forged in the forces and regular

informal meetings of “Comrades” started to be

held. These groups eventually merged to

become the British Legion. This was a men only

organisation although women’s branches were

later formed, but the two met separately.

These were not primarily concerned with

further education.

Since 1880 education for all children

between the ages of 5 and 10 was compulsory.

The leaving age wasn’t raised to 12 until 1899

and was only raised to 14 as recently as 1918.

Before 1880 most schools were connected to

the local church. After that date board schools

funded by the state filled in the many gaps, but

church schools were then often state aided.

The school at Bridestowe which also served the

village of Sourton was originally a church

school, that at Lydford was a board school,

although the first chairman of the board in

1875 was the local rector, Rev. Maurice Fuller.

By the turn of the century it was realised that

even if all educational opportunities available

to children were taken, and often they weren’t,

this was still only a very basic education.

Usually at the instigation of the clergy

efforts were made to supplement this

education by what were usually called Reading

Rooms, a space where extra reading material,

perhaps comprising newspapers, magazines

and a few books could be perused to add to

one’s knowledge, but only if you were male and

were in the Rector’s good books. There must

have been some kudos in belonging because

my father used to tell the story of how he

begged the Rev. Francis to let him join. After

due consideration and a long lecture based on

1 Corinthians 13:11 he finally gave his consent.

I suspect that by then reading had taken a back

seat to other more enjoyable pursuits.

My father, who was never very athletic, may

have tired of being the fall guy in a favourite

game played on dark, winter evenings. The aim

was to avoid being caught by the Police

Constable as he made his nightly patrol of the

village. Armed with a stout stick and carrying a

carbide lamp, sometimes accompanied by his

unfriendly dog woe betide anyone cornered

within range of said weapon, especially if the

game had included tying adjoining doors

together and then knocking loudly and

watching the inhabitants trying to open the

door to see who the visitor was.

There is mention of Bridestowe Men’s Social

Club in 1902 and a fund raising event for

Lydford Reading Room in 1909. Until the

Church Room was built there was no place big

enough for one at Sourton and their men who

had been used to coming to school at

Bridestowe had become integrated in the

Bridestowe one.

I don’t know when the purpose-built hut

was erected at the bottom of Rectory Road, but

by that time the emphasis seems to have

changed from reading to recreation. The main

attraction was a billiards/snooker table which

occupied a good part of the space. A dart

board was fixed to the far wall and a settee and

chairs surrounded a table with reading

material, playing cards and board games also

available. A solid fuel stove provided the

heating and eventually electricity was installed.

Between the wars billiards was the preferred

game and matches between the local villages

were played home and away. Bill Heathman

was the local star. He was an expert at keeping

the three balls in a corner of the table and

making dozens of cannons at a break. In 1940

various local buildings were requisitioned for

use by the military. The Reading Room or

Men’s Club, to use its alternative titles, was one

of them. The billiard table was removed to a

corner of the Infant classroom at the school

and remained there for the duration of the

war. 

After the war the club remained men only.

Eventually snooker became
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more popular until the highly successful table

tennis club took over and ladies were

eventually admitted. When the club moved to

more suitable premises at Sourton Village Hall

the building gradually fell into disrepair.

In 1908 the local Methodist congregation at

Lydford vacated their old premises on the

corner of Silver Street and moved across the

road to the new chapel. The old site was

quickly converted for use as a Reading Room

and fund raising events were held to furnish it. 

When war broke out in 1914 members of

the National Reserve were posted to Lydford,

presumably to guard the railway installations

against enemy invasion. They were largely

made up of ex-servicemen too old or infirm for

regular service. The weather during early 1915

was particularly wet and cold and the men

greatly appreciated being able to use the

facilities of the Reading Room when not on

duty. They presented the committee with a

wall clock as a token of their gratitude.

 I believe it now hangs in the pavilion at the

Sports Field.

In 1919 there was much discussion about

how the village should commemorate the war

dead. Tom Radford offered to sell the Reading

Room to the village for £500 to be used as a

War Memorial Institute with tablets to the

fallen, but only £175 was raised, so that was a

non-starter. During the Thirties, even after the

Nicholls Hall was built and into the early years

of the Second World War weekly Whist Drives

were held at the Reading Room, so the men

only rule had obviously been relaxed by then!

Times have certainly changed and ideas and

expectations with them. Perhaps that is why so

many of the previously segregated pastimes

have ceased to exist, although people generally

seem to have less time or inclination to take

part in regular social activities these days.

Seth’s Grass Cutting Services
Reliable and energetic local young person offering lawn mowing in

Bridestowe.

Own mower and tools used.

Competitive rates - please contact for a free quotation visit.

01837 861114
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Fun, Friendly Fitness for all ….

FITNESS CLASS 

Every Monday 

Bridestowe Village Hall 

6.45 -7.45pm 

Top to toe fitness for mixed ages & abilities

(over 12yrs) 

Cost £6 per session (reduced rates for

multiple family members).

Mats & motivation are provided! 

Run by Emma Jefferies, a fully qualified,

Experienced & Insured Fitness Instructor 

For further information please feel free to

text or call 07817 954 498 

 It would be great to welcome some new

members! 



We would like to introduce you to Bridfest

24. This was formally the Ram Roast, but fear

not, we still wish to retain the tradition of

holding an annual village event that is inclusive

and fosters a community spirit and is held on

the first Saturday in August.

The change of name and the logo signifies the

rich generational diversity within the village

and will ensure an event is held for many years

to come, run by the next generation of villagers.

 We have been working hard behind the scenes

and we have a fabulous day planned.  

The event is ‘pirate - themed’  so come dressed

to impress. 

We will have plenty to keep the tummies full

with a hog roast, tea and cakes , ice cream and

sweets available throughout the day.  A BBQ

will be provided in the evening.  The beer and

wine will be flowing throughout the afternoon

from the marquee.

There’s plenty to amuse the children with

traditional games,  and with Emazdad the

magician going around the Green

demonstrating his magic tricks.

We have live musical treats for you throughout

the day, with the headline act Schofields  - 80’s

90’s 4 x piece band performing in the evening.

Look out for the posters for more information

on the musical acts.

You can also get your revenge on Adrian our

Vicar and even mums and dads. We will

announce more in next month’s BASE and

social media!!!

If you would like a stall please contact us on

the e-mail address below.

Bridfest@yahoo.com

Help wanted:  We are now reaching out for

volunteers to run some games and erect

marquees.  We are also on the hunt for old

crockery.  You have guessed it!  The crockery

smash is back!! Please e-mail if you are

interested in lending a hand as we will need as

much help as possible to make this a truly

memorable event.

The date to save in your dairies is the 3rd of

August on the Bridestowe Sporting Green.

Free Entry.

The Bridestowe Volunteer Group
Ten volunteers met on 27th April and carried

out a range of tasks, including litter picking,

tidying the entrance to the village and the

village hall, edging the footpath up to Trescote

Way and some orchard work. 

The fruit trees are in blossom in the orchard.

Why not wander up and have a look. A bench

would be a good addition and this is being

explored with the parish council.

The group will meet again on Saturday 

25th  May at 9.30am at the cemetery gates .

New volunteers are always welcome.

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

Our meeting this month will be a trip to

Country Lanes Garden Centre, Okehampton.

That will be on Thursday, May 16th, leaving the

village at about 10 a.m. As I am not available

on that day,   Cynthia has kindly offered to

organise the transport.   

If you are able to come, please contact either

Cynthia on 861194 or myself on 861551 a few

days beforehand and let us know if you need a

lift.

Many thanks, Ann Allan

 Bacon Baps will
be served on 

Saturday 25th

May from 10 -12

noon at Bridestowe

Village Hall.  There’s a

takeaway option too.

A secondhand book stall is now a regular

feature of Bacon Baps and Gill may well be

there too with her free range eggs and honey.

The April session was very well supported and

over £160 raised for hall funds. Thank you to

everyone who came and those who helped

pack away.
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What’s On at
Westbank
Westbank Community

Health & Care, 

Farm House Rise,

Exminster, EX6 8AT  |

Telephone: 01392 824752

Introduction: 

Westbank Community Health & Care is a

charity founded in 1986. We began with a

handful of volunteers and have since grown,

now supporting thousands of people across

Devon with aspects of their health and

wellbeing, both physical and mental. We offer

a diverse range of services to combat

loneliness, social isolation, and support people

in developing and maintaining a healthier

lifestyle, providing the safety net between the

NHS and the social services provision. 

Westbank’s vision is to ensure people across

Devon, regardless of their age, can access the

Health Care and support they need, without

any barriers. 

Our staff are supported by an army of award-

winning volunteers who are key to the success

of the work we do and provide support

through a wide range of services to

communities across Devon, operating from

our offices located in Exminster. These include:

Neighbourhood Friends: Transport home for

patients being discharged from hospital,

together with practical support to enable

them to transition safely back home.

Patient Transport: A community transport

service to enable and support people and

patients to get to their clinical, wellbeing and

health improving appointments.

Community and social activities: Including

table tennis, brunch clubs, cyber cafes,

bereavement cafes, DIY, crafting, games, and

upcycling workshops in various locations.

Outdoors activities: Including our popular

Health Walks (currently with over 300

participants across 24 locations in Devon), and

a community allotment.

Fitness and exercise provision: Through an

onsite gym, exercise classes, GP referral

service, rehab for cancer / cardiac / stroke

patients. Our gym is equipped with specialist

equipment designed specifically for use by

those in wheelchairs or with limited mobility.

Community Cookery School: A range of

cooking, nutrition, cost saving and healthy

eating initiatives using our brand-new

teaching kitchen.

Community larder and food boxes: At three

locations and via delivery.

Devon Carers service: Providing support,

advice, and respite care for 30,000 unpaid

carers annually.

Young Carers service: Providing support,

advice, and respite care for 3,000 carers who

are under the age of 18.

Childcare and family support provision: Via

our Kidzone pre-school, after school, holiday

clubs and playgroups.

Social Prescribers: Provision of nonclinical

support for frequent attenders at local GP

Practices to enable them to access statutory

and non-statutory services by guided

signposting.

As a charity we rely on donations and grants

to help us run our services. There are lots of

ways you can support us, including donating,

volunteering, leaving a gift in your will or

providing sponsorship. Ways to donate

include calling our Finance Team on 01392

824752 or by visiting our website:

www.westbank.org.uk With your help, we can

continue to support our community and wider

Devon, now and in the future.

www.westbank.org.uk   |   Registered Charity:

1119541  |   Company No: 06243811

_____________________________________________________

Tavistock Vintage & Salvage Fair

Butchers’ Hall,
Tavistock
Saturday 18th May

Open from 10 am to 4 pm,

 The first Tavistock

Vintage and Salvage Fair

was held on June 18th,

2011 at the town hall. It

was successful and the decision was made  to

promote another four events. Then in

September 2019, it relocated to the newly

refurbished, Tavistock Butchers Hall, next to

the pannier market.

There are up to 35 tables ranging from vintage

collections to large salvage items including

garden items , small furniture, and the mid-

century collectibles.

To enhance the vintage feel, music is played to

cover all decades from the 20’s to the 80’s
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ST THOMAS À BECKET  CHURCH 

The Funeral Service for the late Janet Scutt

took place on 15th April 24, 

The church was full as we came to say

goodbye to Janet who has spent so much of

her life in Sourton. We send our condolences

to Mike, her beloved husband and her sons
David and Ian and wider family and friends.

She will be so much missed.

EASTER CREAM TEAS
 Thank you to everyone who supported our

Easter Tea and also to all our bakers and

helpers who helped to make it such a

success. 

FUTURE DATES

CREAM TEAS

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY  MAY 6th

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY MAY 27th

In the Parish Hall  from 1.30 pm to 5.30 p.m.

Cakes and Savouries will be served as well as

the traditional cream teas. Take-Aways are

also available.

SERVICES FOR MAY

May 5th       Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.

May 12th      Service at Bridestowe
May 19th     Service at Bridestowe

May 26th       Morning Prayer at 9.30 a.m.

Jenny Batten

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for
all occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for

special events such as wedding receptions,

birthday parties, concerts, family parties and

wakes following funerals.  It is also an ideal

function venue for conferences, meetings,

training seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large

hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing

comfortably; a well appointed kitchen that

has recently been refurbished and  a small

meeting room . There is a male, female and

disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside

there is a patio to the right hand side of the

hall and this is often used to have a covered

bar. The hall has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. There is a small area

to the front of the village hall for parking but

often extra parking can be made available

for a large function on request.

For prices and to book, contact

 Paul Alford 07799 778 779  

Alison Ewen  07990 981 826    

    Visit the website to see prices and view the

calendar for availability

 www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk      

 

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

The monthly quiz at

the White Hart on

Wednesday 8th

May at 8pm is in

aid of the Friends

of St Bridget’s. 

Please come along

and pit your wits!
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Fairtrade News

The Okehampton

Fairtrade Group 

will be holding a

Fairtrade Hamper

Raffle at the Co-op

on World Fairtrade

Day Saturday 11th May  9:30-1:30 at the Co-

op in Market Street. Thanks to the  Co-op

and Waitrose who have donated items for

the Hamper. 

    Please come and buy a ticket for your

chance to win!!



Movie Watch April 2024 
 Just one cinema visit in April but an interesting,

and for us quite unusual, one. Unusual in that

we came away with very different views on

what we’d seen.

The film was Back to Black, the Amy

Winehouse biopic in which Marisa Abela gives a

remarkable performance as the subject, both

visually and audibly. Amy died in 2011, at the

age of just 27.

I knew some of Amy’s music but little of her

chaotic life. My main problem came with the

two men in her life, both of whom, when push

came to shove, failed her. Her husband Blake, a

cocaine addict she met in a North London pub,

was the love of Amy’s life but a terrible

influence, while her father Mitch had

numerous opportunities to help his daughter

but repeatedly let her down. 

As her downward spiral accelerated, Amy

asked her father if she should check herself

into rehab. He thought for a moment before

saying, “Nah, you’ll be all right.” But we know

she was far from all right even if he chose to

believe that was not the case.

Fiona’s take on the film was different. She felt

Marisa Abela’s portrayal of Amy was so strong

that it effectively carried the film. On that basis,

she thoroughly enjoyed Back to Black. I didn’t.

Hey, life goes on. 

Back to Black will run at the New Carlton into

May, a time when quality new releases look to

be thin on the ground. Young Woman and the

Sea is due for release towards the end of May

and sounds quite promising. It tells the true

story of Trudy Ederle, the first woman to

successfully swim the English Channel. Daisy

Ridley stars as the accomplished swimmer who

was born to immigrant parents in New York

City in 1905. 

I’m not sure I understand the premise behind

IF, but it would be difficult to argue with the

quality of cast, or indeed the publicity blurb.

This is a ‘live-action/CGI hybrid’ family comedy,

about a young girl who discovers she can see

everyone’s imaginary friends, hence the film’s

title (which I gathered about 30 seconds ago). I

only mention it because Ryan Reynolds and

John Krasinski star, with voicing from the likes

of Matt Damon, Phoebe Waller-Bridge, Emily

Blunt, Sam Rockwell and many others. The film

goes on general release in late-May and could

be anything.

Unfortunately I can’t offer you any other new

titles headed for the New Carlton. As ever, I

should keep a close eye on the cinema website

in case of schedule amendments.

The best thing we saw in April, and by some

distance, was on Netflix. We both thoroughly

enjoyed it and Ripley carries a strong

recommendation.

If we’re sticking with studio publicity

descriptions, this one is an American neo-noir

psychological thriller series based on Patricia

Highsmith’s 1955 crime novel The Talented

Mr. Ripley.

Eight 45-minute episodes, beautifully shot in

black and white, many in exquisite Italian

coastal locations, Ripley stars Andrew Scott

(‘the hot priest’ in Fleabag) and Dakota Fanning.

If the monochrome aspect sounds pretentious,

stick with it. You’ll find it adds depth and feeling

to the Italian environment. It doesn’t grate at all.

Added to which Scott, who features in almost

every scene, is superb. The Guardian gave

Ripley five stars with a headline of ‘Andrew

Scott is absolutely spellbinding.’ Which he is.

Their review began, ‘Here he is, then: every ounce

of his talent, ineffable charm and lightly reptilian

hotness on display, Andrew Scott steps up to play

Patricia Highsmith’s titular antihero……’

We first come across Tom Ripley in New York

City, operating as a small-time petty criminal,

diverting personal post and cheques while

running a fake debt collection agency. When a

friend’s father surprisingly offers him the job of

heading to Italy, on an all-expenses paid trip, to

persuade his errant son (Johnny Flynn) to give

up his wastrel life in Europe and return home,

Tom grabs the opportunity. Things develop

from there.

If you saw Anthony Minghella’s 1999 feature

film, The Talented Mr Ripley (Matt Damon, Jude

Law, Gwyneth Paltrow), you’ll know the story.

However this is a fresh take
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that may well become the definitive screen

version.

I’ll stop going on about it but if you can

accommodate an eight-episode TV drama into

your domestic viewing programme, to be

scheduled at your convenience, I’d be inclined

to give this a try.

After a barrage of pre-publicity, we were

persuaded to watch Scoop, also on Netflix. This

was the biographical drama, starring Gillian

Anderson and Rufus Sewell, based on the 2019

interview of Prince Andrew (Sewell), conducted

by Emily Maitlis (Anderson). It is a behind-the-

scenes dramatic retelling of the process of

securing and subsequently filming the

programme.

The interview was later described as ‘less a car

crash than a plane crashing into an oil tanker,

triggering a nuclear explosion.’ The moment

when the Prince turns to the interviewer, after

the cameras have stopped rolling, and

observes, ‘Well, I think that all went rather well,

don’t you?’ makes for genuine, jaw-dropping

television.

What else? Oppenheimer, reviewed here after

having been voted Best Picture at the Academy

Awards, is now available on Sky. Speaking as

one who opted for the small-screen experience

rather than the 3-hour+ cinema version, I’m in

no position to compare the two. But it’s a

notable piece of work, however you choose to

watch.

We tried The Regime on Sky Atlantic. Kate

Winslet stars as the Chancellor of a mysterious

Central European autocracy. Fiona gave it three

episodes before retiring, two more than I

managed. I wouldn’t bother.

The Diplomat is another Sky drama which was

positively received. The series is based around

Kate Wyler (Keri Russell), the new United States

ambassador to the United Kingdom. She helps

to defuse an international crisis, forges strategic

alliances and adjusts to her new place in the

global spotlight, all the while attempting to

manage a deteriorating relationship with her

husband and fellow diplomat Hal Wyler (Rufus

Sewell, fresh from being skewered by Emily

Maitlis). Mrs Movie Watch not only watched it,

but binged the whole lot. Glowing praise indeed.

Recommendations also received for Interior

Design Masters with Alan Carr (BBC1), the

widely-praised drama Blue Lights (BBC1),

Michael Palin in Nigeria (Channel 5) and, from

our valued Bridestowe General Stores

correspondent, Turning Point, a Netflix

docuseries exploring the Cold War and the

aftermath.

And you won’t find a more varied range of

viewing choices anywhere in West Devon.

Probably.

David Harrison

April 2024

Live music at The Wharf..

“ Women In Rock “
Saturday  11th May at  8:30pm

Since 2016 they have been busy wowing

audiences up and down the UK in theatres

and venues.

Having been invited twice to Europe to

perform for Harley Davidson to audiences of

up to 120 thousand in Europe, their show

simply goes from strength to strength. With

soaring vocals and a world class band of

musicians, the show covers 5 decades of

songs made famous by the world’s greatest

female rock and pop artists, costume changes

and a full choreographed 2hr set, Women In

Rock has something for everyone.

From Joplin to Quatro, Turner to Cher, Blondie

to Joan Jett, this is must see show that will

leave you cheering for more! Book your tickets

now as this is guaranteed to be a busy one.

Tickets

From 6pm on the night £21.00

In Advance £19.00

www.tavistockwharf.co
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A Fond Farewell To

Bridestowe Queen Bees

With a mix of sadness and

gratitude, we announce

that Bridestowe Queen

Bees that has brought

together over 30 local

ladies since its inception in 2017, will be

concluding its journey. 

 The group has been a hub for friendship,

learning, and community engagement.  Our

regular monthly meetings presented

opportunities to learn an array of new crafts

and to hear from speakers covering many

interesting and diverse topics.  As a group we

supported community events through

countless refreshment stands as well as

organising several of our own fundraisers for

local charities.

 While we have enjoyed every moment, from

the festive cheer of our Christmas meals and

enjoyable summer outings to the monthly

meetings and fundraising efforts, the

unforeseen challenges brought by COVID-19

led to a pause in our activities. Despite our

best efforts to re-ignite the commitment that

marked our early years, we’ve found it difficult

to regain momentum and membership has

fallen post-pandemic. 

 We would like to thank Diane and Trisha, for

everything they did to ensure the success of

this group over the years. Their dedication was

instrumental in making each meeting and

outing memorable, and for ensuring our

presence at local events.  

 We are immensely grateful to each member

for your enthusiasm and contributions.

Although our formal meetings will cease, the

bonds and friendships formed will

undoubtedly endure. 

We hope that the spirit of camaraderie and

creativity will continue through the recently

launched ‘Laugh and Craft’.  Meeting at The

Ark, this group offers a relaxed space for

anyone interested in crafting and having a

natter!  All are welcome … just pop in on any

Thursday morning between 10am and 12 noon.

News from Sourton Parish Council

For comments please contact our clerk Abi on :

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk

Annual Parish Meeting 13th May at 7.30pm.

This is an annual opportunity to come and

have your say at the annual meeting of the

parish.  This is not the Parish Council’s Annual

meeting which precedes the Annual Parish

Meeting, but an annual meeting of the parish.

Discussion can be on any matter relevant to

the parish, even if it is not a parish council

responsibility. Do come along.

Sale of Field Next to the Village Hall

There was a well-attended meeting to discuss

the possibility of purchasing the 2 fields next to

the village hall.  The Parish Council had been

heartened by results of a survey asking for

parishioners’ views, that had shown that 77%

of those who had responded  were in favour of

the purchase. Now the Parish Council has

applied for a loan in order to be in a position to

buy the field.

However we have just heard from Leawood’s

agent  who has expressed concern that raising

a loan would lead to likely delays and possible

complications;  therefore  the agent does not

want to proceed with the sale to the PC. There

were going to be several possible outcomes

but we didn’t foresee that one!.

Celebration of D Day on 6th June

On the 6th June, the Government is

encouraging parish councils to make the

celebration of the 80th anniversary of the D

Day landings a national celebration.  The

Parish Council has applied successfully for

funds to cover the cost of putting on such an

event.  

The celebrations open at 7pm. We decided the

food should have some relevance to what

might have been shared all those years ago. So

get into the festive mood and tuck into Jacket

potatoes with fillings. Keeping with the theme,

we are asking people to bring a pudding with

you to share.  There will be cider, Pimms and

non-alcoholic drinks.

All food and drink is free but we ask for

donations to go towards future

events. BaSE  Page  14



A Proclamation will be made before the

lighting of a beacon at 9.15pm.

Slides of wartime effort on Dartmoor with

wartime songs will form the backdrop to this

social evening.  Please do join us.

Big Help Out (7th - 9th June)

This is a national event, supported by a

number of large organisations, aimed at

getting people involved in their communities.

One example is the big bus stop in Sourton

village; it could do with a spring clean, ready

for repairs that ‘Men in Sheds’ are going to

assist in.  If you would like to help, please meet

on the village green on Saturday 8th June at

10.30am.  Bring protective gloves if you have

them.  If not, don’t worry as we will provide

these.

Green Week (8th June - 15th June)

Green Week is another national event that

hopes to encourage more people to get

involved with their local environment, and it

overlaps with the Big Help Out.  We are

combining the two initiatives and for those

that want a bigger challenge than a bus stop

spring clean, you would be warmly welcomed

if you joined us as we attempt to remove

some of the scrub now covering the old stone

ruin beside the Granite Way, near the church.

Meet on Saturday  8th June on the Green at

10.30am.

Photographic competition

To make these two events a family affair,

where there is something for everyone, we

have also decided to have a photographic

competition for children and young people up

to 18yrs.  The theme for the photographs is

the Sourton environment.  Two photos should

be taken.

 The first, a picture of what you like best of the

environment within Sourton parish. 

 The second photo should be something you

think shows how nature is being spoilt in the

parish. (In other words the two extremes, the

best and worst, that can be seen in Sourton).

Send with your name and age to

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk 

WINNERS CHOSEN AT D DAY CELEBRATION

CLOSING DATE: MONDAY 3RD JUNE

And finally...

Rogue Traders

We have been asked to advertise the following

message from the Community Safety Officer

from South Devon and Dartmoor Community

Safety Partnership:

“We have been made aware of incidents in Devon

of rogue traders knocking on doors and

suggesting work needs carrying out on the

owner’s roof.  These people are giving the false

impression of being a local reputable company

making it difficult to instantly recognise them as

a rogue trader.  Advice from Local Authority,

Devon and Cornwall Police and Trading

Standards is not to employ anyone knocking on

your door touting for business and to publicise

this message to those residents who are not

regularly on social media.”

BRIDESTOWE  READING  

GROUP 

Our next meeting will be on

Thursday 2nd May

at 9 Crandford Close, kindly

hosted by Jenny Body. We will be discussing

Victoria  Hislop’s One August Night,

the sequel to The Island and  so ‘a return to

Hislop’s thyme-scented, Aegean-lapped

fictional Greece.’

New members are always welcome

01566 783529
email: neil@neiledgson.com 

Do you enjoy Alpine

Skiing and prefer a

small social group of

8-10? Then the

Random Schusser

wants you!

For 2 or 3 fully

organised all inclusive

packages using mainstream providers, so

ABTA/ATOL protected. 

Group bookings share discounts, why pay full

price?

Information:   Gerald@jacksmeadow.co.uk  

The 2024 season saw us enjoy 2 different

weeks skiing the Sella Ronda Circuit in the

stunning Italian Dolomites, with a 3rd week

from Courchevel 1650 (France)  AND... By

Popular Demand .... We will be skiing the Sella

Ronda again next season.
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 TOWN AND COUNTRY

PLANNING ACT 1990

APPEAL UNDER

SECTION 78

Site Address:

Development Site At

Sx511893, Town Meadow, Bridestowe

Description of development: Application for

28 dwellings including access,

appearance,landscaping, layout & scale &

associated infrastructure

Application reference: 2861/23/FUL

Appellant name: Mr James Bicknell - Leander

Developments Ltd

Appeal reference: APP/Q1153/W/23/3334616

Appeal start date: 3 April 2024

I am writing to let you know that an appeal

has been made to the Secretary of State in

respect of the above site. The appeal follows

the Refusal of Planning Permission by this

Council. The appeal will be determined by

Written Representation.

The procedure to be followed is set out in

Part 2 of The Town and Country Planning

(Appeals) (Written Representations

Procedure) (England) Regulations 2009, as

amended.

The appeal documents are available for

inspection at the relevant address above or

on the Council’s website.

Any comments made at the application

stage will be forwarded to the Planning

Inspectorate. Should you wish to make

representations, or modify/withdraw your

previous Representation, you can do so on

the Appeals Casework Portal at

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk.

If you do not have access to the internet,

you can send your comments to the

Planning Inspectorate at Temple Quay

House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6PN,

quoting the appeal reference.

From 1 April 2024 comments from interested

parties will only be accepted through

the Appeals Casework Portal. The Planning

Inspectorate will no longer accept

interested party comments by email.

South Hams and West Devon Planning Guide

All representation must be received by 8

May 2024.

The Planning Inspectorate will not

acknowledge representations, however they

will ensure the letters received by the

deadline are passed on to the Inspector

dealing with the appeal.

Please be advised that any representations

received after the deadline will not normally

be seen by the Inspector and will be returned.

I must point out that your views will be

disclosed to both parties.

A copy of the booklet provided by the

Planning Inspectorate, ‘Guide to taking part in

planning appeals’ is available free of charge

here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/ta

king-part-in-a-planning-listed-building-or-

enforcement-appeal

When made, the decision will be published on

the Appeals Casework Portal.

Yours faithfully

Planning Business Support Team

Development Management

Bridestowe Parish Council Update

As you see Leander has submitted an appeal

to the Secretary of State in relation to West

Devon’s refusal of their planning application.

The PC will re-submit its statement of

objections with a covering letter pointing out

that the Council  remains resolute in their

comments. Also it will include a comment

touching on the excessive rainfall over the

past few months that only reinforces the

argument for not building on a flood plain.

Individuals can submit their own comments. 

We are delighted to have appointed

Kayleigh Walker as our new Parish Clerk and

Responsible Financial Officer. She takes on

the role from May 1st. Her contact details are

Little Kellacott Farm, St Giles on the Heath,

Launceston PL15 9SW

Tel:  07854 275 955

Email:  bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

The Council has received letters written

by pupils of Bridestowe Primary School. They

make a very good case for implementing

speed reduction measures past the school

and through the village.

‘Twenty is Plenty’ signs are being delivered to

Glebe Park. A couple have been earmarked

already.

Our next full parish council meeting which

will be our Annual General Meeting will be on

Thursday 23rd  May ay 7.30pm in the Ark.

Alison Young 
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events of the world worry us, He has these

words for us. “John 14:27 ~ Peace I leave with

you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world

gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be

troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

Sunday Worship for May

Sunday 5th 

9.30am See Sourton BaSe entry for details

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark led

by Angela Banfield (Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat,

Children’s activities)

Sunday 12th 

9.30am Morning Prayer at St Bridgets with

Baptism

11.00am Morning service at the Methodist

Church led by D Madders

Sunday 19th 

9.30am Joint service with the Methodists at St

Bridgets.  After the service we will be having

tea/coffee in the Ark followed at midday by a

curry lunch.  The curry lunch is open to all,

there is no charge.

Sunday 26th

9.30am Family Service at St Bridget’s. Songs, a

bible story and refreshments.

11.00am Morning service at Methodist Chapel

led by Bridestowe worship group. 

Date for your diary.  St Bridget’s APCM will be

held on Monday 13th May at 7.00pm in the

Church.  Drinks and nibbles from 6.30pm.  

Whether we watch, listen or read the news. We

can’t help but feel concerned about the amount

of conflict in the world. Jesus said “Blessed are

the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons

of God”. It is the will of God for us to live

together in peace. Jesus also said that ‘whoever

does the will of God, he is my brother and

sister and mother. As his ministry showed, he

brings in the outcast and the excluded, drawing

the boundaries wider and wider. Even today,

when we’re so preoccupied by questions

around nationhood and different kinds of

identity, this is a revolutionary idea, but it is

one that we can try to apply in the place we live

to help bring peace, not conflict. And if the

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

We are reducing the  opening times on

Thursday for the Ark.New details are 

Tuesdays 10 to 12 with Coffee, cake and

a friendly chat, and 2 to 4, when you can

play whist and Thursday 10 to 12. Laugh

and Craft or just pop in for a chat.

The coffee morning in April raised £134

for Shelter Box Charity. Many thanks to

all who supported this.

The Coffee Morning in May will be held

on Saturday 11th. 

The Charity this month is Okehampton

Food Bank as we have had a request for

support from the Food Bank.

-----------------------------------------------------------

You can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. Please contact

Brian Maddaford (861402)

The Over 60’s
Lunch Club will

meet on Tuesday
14th May.

Gather at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30. Apologies to Jennifer
on 861592 if you are unable to come.

Thank you.
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BRIDESTOWE CRICKET CLUB – 2024 Fixtures
1ST XI – A Division 

MAY
Sat 4th   North Devon CC  1st XI Home
Sat 11th Kilmington CC 1st XI Away
Sat 18th Abbotskerswell CC 1st XI Away
Sat 25th Hatherleigh CC 1st XI Home

JUNE
Sat 1st  Torquay &

Kingskerswell CC 1st XI Home
Sat 8th Plymouth CC 1st XI Away
Sat 15th Tavistock CC 1st XI Home
Sat 22nd Thorverton CC 1st XI Home
Sat 29th Plymstock CC 1st XI Away

JULY
Sat 6th North Devon CC  1st XI Away
Sat 13th   Kilmington CC 1st XI Home
Sat 20th Abbotskerswell CC 1st XI Home
Sat 27th Hatherleigh CC 1st XI Away

AUGUST
Sat 3rd  Torquay & 

Kingskerswell CC 1st XI Away
Sat 10th Plymouth CC 1st XI Home
Sat 17th Tavistock CC 1st XI Away
Sat 24th Thorverton CC 1st XI Away
Sat 31st Plymstock CC 1st XI Home

2nd XI – E Division West 
MAY
Sat 4th   Chagford CC 1st XI Away
Sat 11th Paignton CC 3rd XI Home
Sat 18th Whitchurch Wayfarers CC Home
Sat 25th Plympton CC 2nd XI Away

JUNE
Sat 1st   Lewdown CC 1st XI Away
Sat 8th Torquay & 

Kingskerswell CC 2nd Home
Sat 15th Tavistock CC 2nd XI Away
Sat 22nd Teignmouth & 

Shaldon CC 2nd Away
Sat 29th No Match

JULY
Sat 6th   Chagford CC 1st XI Home
Sat 13th   Paignton CC 3rd XI Away
Sat 20th Whitchurch Wayfarers CC Away
Sat 27th Plympton CC Home

AUGUST
Sat 3rd  Lewdown CC 1st XI Home
Sat 10th Torquay &

 Kingskerswell CC 2nd Away
Sat 17th Tavistock CC 2nd XI Home   
Sat 24th Teignmouth & 

Shaldon CC 2nd Home
Sat 31st No Match

Women Softball North Central Division

MAY
Sun 12th Braunton CC (at Hatherleigh)
Away
Sun 12th Hatherleigh CC (at Hatherleigh)
Home
Sun 19th Holsworthy CC Home

JUNE
Sun 2nd  Tavistock CC Home
Sat 12th Hatherleigh CC Home

Sat 16th Tavistock CC Away
Sat 23rd Holsworthy CC Away
Sat 23rd Braunton CC Home

Bridestowe Cricket Club are very excited for
the 2024 season and very much hope the
weather allows a great start for all our teams.

Supporters are always welcome to come and
support any of our teams, and with two new
youth hardball teams and our first ever
women’s team entering a league there will be
plenty of cricket to watch!



Bridestowe & Belstone U11’s 

MAY
Thurs 2nd  Lewdown CC Away
Mon   6th Holsworthy CC Away
Mon 13th Hatherleigh CC Home
Mon 27th Holsworthy CC Home

JUNE
Mon 3rd   Lewdown CC Home
Mon 13th Hatherleigh CC Away

Mon 17th Holsworthy CC Home
Mon 24th  Lewdown CC Home

JULY
Mon 4th Hatherleigh CC

Bridestowe & Belstone U13’s

APRIL
Mon 29th Callington CC Away 

MAY
Thurs 2nd    Holsworthy CC Home
Sun 5th  Whitchurch Wayfarers CC Home
Thurs 9th  Tavistock CC Away
Thurs 16th Buckland Monachorum CC  Home

JUNE
Thurs 6th Lewdown CC Home
Wed 12th Hatherleigh CC Away

Thurs 20th Tavistock CC

Bridestowe  Women’s Soft Ball Cricket 
Wednesday 1st May (weather allowing)
6.30pm - 7.30pm
Bridestowe Cricket Club
£3 per session (£10 membership if playing
league games)
Contact Jo Pritchard (Captain)
07825512154
Kelly Green (Vice Captain) 07960877086

Training Date
Thursday 2nd May, 7pm - 8pm
(  at Tavistock College Sports Hall)

Bridestowe Soft Ball Cricket for ages 5+

Date:     Friday 3rd May (weather allowing)
Time:    6pm - 7pm
Venue:  Bridestowe Cricket Club
Cost:      £2 per child

Information
*  All children must be accompanied by an
adult
*  No experience necessary 
*  Cash and Card accepted.
Contact:   Jo Pritchard 07825512154

Bridestowe Cricket

It was good to be reminded of the cricket club’s continuing success. Long may it continue. Cricket

has been played in the village since at least the beginning of the twentieth century.  I can

remember the rebirth of the club in 1947 after the enforced closure during the Second World

War. British troops had been quartered in the pavilion in 1940 and American soldiers stationed at

Millaton Military Hospital used the field for baseball. It was possible thanks to Sir Giles Sebright’s

generosity and enthusiasm.

If I may wear my mischievous nit pickers hat for a moment there is a record of a home match

between Bridestowe Ladies and Lewdown Ladies as early as August 1909. The Bridestowe team

included three of the Francis daughters from the Rectory and Sylvia Calmady Hamlyn. Lewdown

reciprocated with two Baring Gould daughters and J. Ramsden who was to marry a Baring Gould

son. Miss Retallick, from Bidlake Vean also played for Lewdown. Even earlier a Bridestowe Junior

team played the Okehampton Junior team in 1901!

I accept that cricket these days is organised and played much differently than previously, and all

the behind the scenes hard work which is needed to achieve this, but be careful what you claim as

firsts!

Howard Barkell
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Celebrating Palm Sunday in
Bridestowe

At Bridestowe we have Joint Services with the
Parish Church each month. For Palm Sunday

it was decided to start at St Bridget’s  with
prayers and bible readings, then walk in

procession to the Methodist Church.

As you can see in the photos we all held our
palm crosses as we walked.

We could not find a donkey but were able to

have a lovely, small pony. See pictures. We
had a guitarist who led the singing with

‘Make Way for the King of Kings’ and also

‘Hosannah in the Highest’. At the Methodist
Church Dean was able to lead us as Rev

Chris was unwell.
This service was well attended by both
churches and was followed by coffee and

biscuits in the Ark.

Friends of St Bridget’s AGM  - Advance

warning

Wednesday 19th June 2024  at 7.30pm  in

St Bridget’s Church

  Yearly report in next month’s BaSE

 Please note yearly membership fees due

1st of May
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Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

April to September

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm    

Grave Concerns

One of the lovely things about Bridestowe is the

typical village centre. The White Hart, Riverside

Stores, the school, the sporting green and

playground and St Bridget’s church with the mix

of old graves. The churchyard is now closed to

new graves but, unlike many, the stones and

grave surrounds remain in place with the

poignant messages there for all who choose to

read them. Some of the graves are listed as

ancient monuments. 

Support-a-Grave  Scheme

Many of the graves are tended by family but

some have not seen much attention – often for

a considerable amount of time. During Clean-

up Days, the Friends of St Bridget’s and

volunteers attempt some work on some of the

graves but there isn’t time for them all – or

indeed to continue maintaining them.

It has been suggested that there may be

people/families/groups in the village who would

be happy to take on the care of one of the

graves that have not had much attention over

the years. 

There may be families who would like to do

more for their family grave but for various

reasons do not have time or ability to do so. 

FOSB and the PCC are keen to organise a

scheme which would identify suitable graves

and oversee their care by volunteers. Checks

would be made to ensure that families of the

occupier of the grave are in agreement with the

terms of the scheme. Any family with a grave in

the churchyard who would like it included in

the scheme could also contact us to ask for

volunteers to help keep it looked after. 

The time to undertake any of the work would

be at the discretion of the volunteers so not

tied to the Clean-up Days. 

Major works like restoration or work that in any

way disturbs the grave and its stonework will

not be permitted. It is more ‘gardening’ for

example, clearing brambles and weeds. We are

aware that some graves may be beyond the

scope of the scheme.

We also see this as an opportunity to get to

know the residents of the churchyard! Groups

might wish to investigate who the occupant

was, and perhaps to discover what life was like

when they were alive. 

Let us know if you would be interested either at

the AGM on the 19th June or by contacting me

or one of the committee members. 

Jo Fleming (phone 07976547412)

A date for June’s diary ...

Lunar cycle for May
  New moon     8th

  First quarter   15th 

  Full moon     23rd 

  Last quarter     30th

.Many cultures refer to

May’s full moon as the flower moon

thanks to the abundant blooming that

occurs as spring gets going properly.

Other names include the hare moon, the

corn planting moon, and the milk moon.



News from Lydford Gorge
National Trust 

Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

The wet and cold spring certainly made me

appreciate the sun when it came in April. I got

caught out on a couple of sunny days with no

hat, or sun cream, or shorts! But it was so lovely

to be able to get out on the moor with spring

well and truly showing.

We’re planning to open the extension to

Tucker’s Pool from early May. Due to the very

narrow paths here, and the two-way traffic, we’ll

be asking visitors not to walk dogs along this

route. Please help us to keep everyone safe if

you want to explore this beautiful section of the

gorge.

The rangers have started their butterfly surveys.

They regularly walk a few set routes, including a

section of the railway line and a route in the

orchard, and record what butterflies they see.

May is a good time to look out for orange-tip

and small copper butterflies. Then as we head

into summer look out for white admiral,

commas, and silver-washed fritillaries. The

speckled wood butterflies can be seen nearly all

year round, depending on the weather.

The pied flycatchers were spotted returning to

the gorge from mid April, this is great news and

the rangers will again be monitoring the

population and ringing any adults or young that

nest here. This means that they can be tracked if

they return in the future to the gorge, or if they

find another wood to breed in.

Opening Times until 3 November 2024

Devil’s Cauldron trail, Waterfall trail, and second-

hand bookshop open every day, 10am-4.30pm.

Check on site for when Lyd link and Tucker’s

Pool are open.

Devil’s Cauldron and waterfall tea-rooms open

every day, 10.30am-4.30pm

Please check the website for updates before

travelling - nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge 

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk Tel:

01822 820320 

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt 

Registered Charity Number 205846

Offers & Events
I

‘Pub Classics’ Afternoon Tea

£21.95 per person

Between 2:30pm and 4:00pm
Our ‘Pub Classics’ Afternoon Tea is back and

available every day from 1 April to 30

September. It includes a selection of

delicious homemade cakes, scones and our

chef’s take on a classic Ploughmans. 

Pre booked tables only

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

(until 30th September)

Summer’s rolling around, and guess what?

We’re flipping the open sign to “heck yes, come

on in” every single day for lunch

and dinner through to the end of September. 

That’s right, you can get your Bearslake fix any

day of the week, because why limit happiness

to just the weekends?

SUPPER CLUB
£50 per person

Friday 17th May, 6:30pm for 7pm

An Exclusive Evening of Culinary

Excellence
Join us for a memorable night at Bearslake

Inn,celebrating Dartmoor’s finest local produce

with a specially curated menu by our Head

Chef, Dolton Lodge.

Each course is paired with exquisite wines,

offering a journey through the tastes and tales

of the region.

*T&C’s apply

For all our offers and the terms and conditions

please visit

www. bearslakeinn.com/offers
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HYDROTHERAPY AND PHYSIOTHERAPY FOR YOUR DOG

An experienced and passionate team committed to improving your dog’s quality

of life. We treat a variety of conditions and injuries, including:

• Hip and Elbow Dysplasia  • Patella Luxation • Spinal disease or Injury
• Cruciate Ligament Injuries • Lameness • Obesity

• Pre and Post Op Rehab • Osteoarthritis • Neurological disorders
9 X 4 METRE POOL   UNDERWATER TREADMILL     PHYSIOTHERAPY      MASSAGE

The Retreat, Canine Rehabilitation Centre, Tavistock Road, Okehampton, EX20 4LR 

Tel: 07711 492689                          W:  theretreatrehab.co.uk
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A date for June’s diary ...



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote
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Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)

Calor Gas/ Camping Gas Sales
Laundrette facilities available. Tokens from Reception.

Luxury 4 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static

caravans for hire, either for the week or for short

breaks. For details  01837 861261

Supporting individuals
with all their

concerns, historic and
current. 

West Devon Therapies offers Counselling,
Hypnotherapy & EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 
For more information or to book a FREE 20
minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting
soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that
someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”

Morris Bros (Tavistock) Ltd -
Your Local Independent Funeral

Director
Services start at £1500 for a direct

cremation,
£2900 for a simple cremation, to a full

tailor made funeral service
with “The Morris Way”
01822 612023 (24 hrs)

The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside,
Tavistock, PL19 0AZ

www.morrisbros.co.uk

A whinge from the editor
I must be honest, I ‘m not that keen  on

posters. Yes, they can and do enhance the

newsletter but, on the other hand, they

can take up a lot of space and don’t

always convey much information. If I

shrink them down the wording can be

hard to read. Often they are accompanied

with the request, ‘Can you put this poster

in for the next 2 issues please?’ Why? I

think a more effective ploy for publicising

an event would be to do a ‘heads up’ or a

‘save the day’ a month ahead with a

couple of sentences and then the poster

the following month. If you want a poster

in, send it as early as possible so I can

work round it but, and, be aware, I may be

grinding my teeth. Thank you. AY 



Professional Dog Groomer
Susannah - Sourton

07930 303760

Services
Grooming 

 • Bath and brush
 • Pet Groom

 • Breed Standard groom
 • Hand Stripping

  • De-shedding
 •  Puppy intro

  • Ear Cleaning

          • Nail Clipping

Other Services

• Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning

Noise-free  Motion-free

Stress-free

• Emmett Technique Therapy for Dogs
Light touch muscle release

Soft tissue relaxation

Relieve discomfort, improve movement,

flexibility and overall well-being

For further details, please visit my website:

www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk

The Grooming Sanctuary

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services 

Renewables - Air source, Ground Source 

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Boiler Installation & Upgrades 

Gas Boiler Servicing        Gas Safety Checks 
Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

 07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

 Moorcare Gardening & Home    Maintenance Services
Grass cutting & lawncare • Hedge trimming & pruning
Weed control & maintenance  • Planting beds & pots

Garden clearance • General tidying
DIY jobs and home maintenance

Call 07530 365125
Martin

Sourton - Okehampton

L Knight Event Catering 

Weddings - Parties - Wakes - Holiday Cottage Catering - Corporate Events and
Meetings. 

Large and Small events catered for with bespoke menus to suite every catering need. 
Full staffed service or Delivery only also available 

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

 We have plenty of bedding and container plants coming

on plus lots more on offer, all very competitively priced

Our polytunnel is now open so why not drop in to see what we’ve

got. John and Angie            01837 861866 BaSE  Page  25



For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact: Jackie
Butler,   Independent Usborne Organiser 

 07828323473 elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    Find me on Facebook
-  Elsie’s Book Corner

Recycling old duvets..

  If you have any unwanted clean, non feather duvets

that you would like me to transform into pet beds…..
could you kindly contact me on 07855-830668, I can then

make arrangements for their collection.

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs Fish &

chips with peas and

bread and butter

£6.95

 Our Sunday roasts

are as popular as ever. 

Booking is advisable to

avoid disappointment.

Mike, Sarah and the

team

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318

    Opening hours: 

Mondays closed  Tuesday - Friday 

12 - 3pm       5pm - close

Open all day Saturday and Sundays and Bank holidays

from 12 midday. Home-cooked food available

Sunday food

Roast dinners served 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 7.30pm

Quiz night 

in May

Wednesday 8th at 8pm

In aid of 

St Bridget’s Church
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Based in Bridestowe          ANIMAL MICROCHIPPING 

Home visits by arrangement also.

 Call or text Jane 07809 747 379          £16.80p inc. VAT per animal



Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 
BOASLEY CROSS

We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes
from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £15 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £20 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding, effective from 

1st January 2024
Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage
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BLISS NAILS

Manicures, pedicures, nail

extensions 

Call or message for an

appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD
IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

LOCAL  PLUMBER             

 Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:  01566 783562 
07984 812807

TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 
Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing
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Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann
Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

MOOR
  INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS          01837 748218    www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES     NO OBLIGATION  HIGHLY COMPETITIVE

PENSIONS l INVESTMENTS l PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX l TRUSTS l BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Moor Independent Financial advisers Limited is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 

ValidPath Ltd is registered on the FCA register under Reference Number 197107



A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 
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Traceable • Authenticated • Nutritious  • 100% grass-fed  •
Sustainable
Grass - fed Beef Boxes available
01822 820699     moo@warsonbeef
Warson Barton, Coryton, Nr Lydford, Okehampton EX20 4PQ
com www.warsonbeef.com/beef-boxes

THE VILLAGE VALET  -  Car valeting  by M. Amhof

0792 607 5341
Covering a wide range of vehicles • Competitive rates offering a range of services 

• No job too big or small Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork available to
order now.
Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes available, as
well as individual joints and sausages.
For prices and more information, contact Alyse 07514 943
239 or Isaac 07908 430 236



The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We

pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,                call 01837 658696      

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST   Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  
Tel. 01837 861478             Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 
 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car  Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566
783418

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    Alister Polhill: 07518 908876
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P.S. Electrical All electrical work undertaken

Spears Fishleigh Office 01837 8811112

Sanctuary Lane Mob: 07792 163156

Hatherleigh EX20 3LH Email: Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk66

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes
Greetings cards  Available from Riverside Stores. 

Commissions accepted 

 Do you have an interesting home/garden/business premises

which would look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a possible

commission, or details of the full range and prices of

products, ring me, Penny McInnes, on 01837 748305 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  



Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and
repair   Landlord certificates Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction
No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and

shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298
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Paws in the Pink!
dog training and behaviour solutions

Behaviour Consultations & Training Plans > 1
-1 Training >  Scent work including Mantrailing

>  Free work > Workshops, etc

Puppies, Adolescence, Adult, Re-home &

Rescue dogs all welcome

Pawsinthepink.co.uk       0777 1637016   kiri.downes@btinternet.com



Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied                Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093

NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails
@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

    Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”
Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade
designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more. Contact us now for
a copy of our current catalogue.
For orders and enquiries:       Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk   1A

Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references. To enquire, please

contact Belinda     07534 711357 

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming    Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience
Call Richard on 01837 861220 
or mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your business out

of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the entrepreneur’s

trap? I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently. My name is Chris Heron. and I offer

Virtual PA and Business Administration Support. I’m passionate about supporting
small businesses and in particular. women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

Tel: 01837 214667 Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.
Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

BAKER’S BUILDING

Telephone: 01837 861 509

  07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY

Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges  Tel: 07591 655072        Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

River Walks House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience Dogs, cats, small animals to 
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and 

cleaning available Please call Louise on         07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT
preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097
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Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

SGC ELECTRICAL
Sam Coward Electrician Bridestowe

sgcoward@yahoo.com

07914 750 728      Okehampton



Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and
Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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Les Sort it & POW
Garden Maintenance  • Grass cutting  • Flower bed keeping  • Pruning  • Digging • 

Composting  • Planting and other jobs considered 

Also patio laying and restoring

Please call Les        07591 761 096 



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)
Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible. It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just
follow the link for BaSE.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree
pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Remember all advertising is free in BaSE so do take the opportunity to promote your
local business. When you no longer want your advert to appear in the newsletter,
PLEASE let us know. I have been shrinking adverts in this edition to create more space
and even Glebe Park came under the knife. However the White Hart remains immune - I
wonder why?

Forthcoming Events for May
Wednesday 1st 12 - 4pm, Lewtrenchard’s Forgotten Garden

Thursday 2nd 7.30pm, 9 Crandford Close, Reading Group

Monday 6th 1.30pm - 5.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, Cream Teas
Wednesday 8th 8pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of St Bridget’s Church

Saturday 11th 10am - 12noon, The Ark Coffee Morning in aid of Oke Food 
Bank

9.30am - 1.30pm, outside Coop Oke, Fairtrade hamper raffle 
8.30pm, The Wharf, Tavistock, Women in Rock

Tuesday 14th 12.15 for 12.30pm, The Ark, Over 60’s lunch

Thursday 16th 10.00 departure,  Thursday Morning Group trip to 
Country Lanes Garden Centre

Saturday 18th 10am - 12noon, Boasley Chapel, Scrap metal collection
10am - 4pm, Butcher’s Hall, Tavistock, Vintage Fair

Tuesday 21st 2.30pm, Fairplace Church, Oke u3a, DAAT talk

6pm, War Memorial, Providence Chapel, Lewdown Past
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, BVHMC AGM

Thursday 23rd 7.30pm, The Ark, Bridestowe PC General Meeting
Saturday 25th  9.30am, Cemetery gates, Volunteer Group session

10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps
Sunday 26th 11am - 4pm, Calstock’s Hidden Village Gardens

Monday 27th 1.30pm - 5.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, Cream Teas


