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Wishing you all a very happy

Christmas and  New Year

Midnight Mass       
St Bridget’s Church          

Christmas

Eve 

 at 11.30pm      



The Vicar writes...
Apparently It feels a bit strange writing about

Christmas before Advent has even started but

then this year seems to have gone particularly

quickly even by the “time goes by more quickly

as you get older” standard. I quite like Advent, it

serves as an antidote to the consumer fest that

starts in September and seems to have

replaced Christmas with the gods of mammon.

Even Advent hasn’t been exempt from the

clutches of commercialism though, it’s

increasingly difficult to find an Advent Calender

with a traditional nativity scene rather than a

glitzy Disney version with morsels of synthetic

chocolate behind the windows.

Then there are all the predictable things that

come with this time of year like all the stupid TV

adverts and the total rubbish they put on Telly.

There will be someone announcing how many

shopping days are left until Christmas which I

find especially annoying. Having skilfully

avoided shopping for 11 months of the year, I

am forced to become even more devious in

December, the holy month of shopping, to

avoid the hoards of people stocking up with

mountains of food because the shops will be

shut on Christmas day, which will be in effect

about 12 hours.

My family will ask me what I want for Christmas

and then predictably ignore my requests for

book tokens and give me a hilarious pair of

socks with grumpy old git written on them.

Then there’s the annual travel chaos due to

trains being cancelled because of tinsel on the

line, or flights cancelled because of unforeseen

difficulties i.e. the permanent strike of French

air traffic control.

At least I will be spared the office Christmas

party, clergy aren’t that well known for

throwing parties and as our employer is

technically HM The King, I am not likely to get

an invite anyway.

The weather forecast will give the odds of a

white Christmas which get higher every year

due to global warming which is probably

caused by everyone lighting up their houses

with fairy lights and giant inflatable Santas

which use enough electric to power a small

town.

Predictably someone will tell me Christmas is

actually a pagan festival and Jesus wasn’t born

on the 25th December. (While it’s true that we

don’t know exactly when Jesus was born,

historians can be fairly sure when he died

which was on the the Jewish Passover, 25th

March. Jewish tradition maintained that the

date of a prophet’s death was the same as the

date of his conception, 9 months from 25th

March is 25th December, so nothing to do with

pagan winter festivals.)

Despite all that I do still enjoy Christmas;

Brussel sprouts, Christmas pudding, carols,

mince pies, getting together with actual people

instead of through some IT gadget, and

especially the story where God becomes a

human baby.

Wishing you all a merry and peaceful Christmas.

 Adrian Brook
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Last call... 

The young people at Room 13 and the

Fairtrade Group invite you to share a cup of

 Fairtrade Hot Chocolate 

on the Edwardian Evening,

Thursday 30th November 

    from 6pm 

  at Room 13, 

 St James Street,

  Okehampton
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  BRIDESTOWE  

READING  

GROUP 

Our next meeting will be

our festive get-together

on Thursday 7th

December starting at

7pm (note the earlier time) and the venue

is 1 Glebe Park. We will be discussing Treasure

Island by Robert Louis Stevenson, and why

not? 

It has become a tradition to buy a book from

a charity shop and wrap it up to put in our

Secret Santa lucky dip. Please bring some

festive nibbles - if you could liaise with Ali to

avoid  too much duplication that would be

helpful. 

01566 783529

email: neil@neiledgson.com 

Christmas literary quotes
.....But I am sure that I have always thought

of Christmas time, when it has come

round...as a good time; a kind, forgiving,

charitable, pleasant time; the only time I

know of, in the long calendar of the year,

when men and women seem by one consent

to open their shut-up hearts freely.

Charles Dickens

 “Christmas! ‘Tis the season for kindling the

fire of hospitality in the hall, the genial

flame of charity in the heart.”

 Washington Irving,

The week before Christmas, when snow

seemed to lie thickest, was the moment for

carol-singing; and when I think back to

those nights it is to the crunch of snow and

to the lights of the lanterns on it”

Laurie Lee
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During our workshop you will learn to construct and take home..
One 6ft fresh foliage garland

A selection of bud vases filled with dried stems
Six handmade napkin rings made from scented foliage

Six handmade place names in the style of miniature wreaths
 A selection of tapered candles, (holders not included but we’ll show you some easy DIY

options that can be easily made at home.)

We’re excited to be collaborating on this workshop with local ceramicist, Deborah Mills.
There will be a selection of beautiful handmade candle holders available on the day to

purchase at the special price of £6 (usually £7.50)

                   We cannot wait to see you there!
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Do you know about the Friends of

Okehampton Library?  
We are a small, but merry, band of volunteers

who raise funds for our lovely, local library.

We meet once a month in the library and

always welcome new members.  Our role isn’t

onerous you just need to be passionate about

libraries and all they can offer their

communities and be willing to volunteer at

one or two events throughout the year.   

We work closely with the library Supervisor

and Libraries Unlimited, the charity that runs

Devon and Torbay libraries, to ensure

communities benefit from high quality library

services. 

We have a few annual events such

as: a Christmas raffle for a food

hamper; a Christmas quiz; a music

night and an Easter raffle for

Easter eggs.  In addition, we have a

few smaller fund raisers at

different points in the year.  We

also help at various library events

by serving refreshments.  We also

apply for grants from local and

national charities.

Funds raised are used to support

library staff and customers.  Over

the years, we have funded too

many things to mention them all,

but here are a few: the reading

den in the children’s library; a

World Book Day Tea Party; a

wildlife talk as part of Science

Week; a pirate trail; a Lego gadget

workshop; science kits as a draw

prize for the Summer Reading

Challenge; books to give away as a

promotion to join the library and a

wide variety of author events.  This

year we hosted our first Book Fest

with visiting authors, music and

crafts.

We have also purchased a Sumup

card reader so we can take card

payments at fund raising events.

If you have time to spare and

would like to support your local

library by joining the Friends of

Okehampton Library please

contact Carole Cornwall, the

supervisor, at the library. If you

can’t join us please support us and our library

at an event.  We look forward to seeing you. 
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Thanks from BaSE
Martin and Alison would like to thank The

Bridestowe and Sourton Commoners’

Association for their recent generous grant.

This will go a long way towards meeting the

cost of printing the newsletter. We always try

to find the cheapest deals for paper and

toner - it’s the price of paper that has risen

significantly. Fortunately labour costs are

minimal. Season’s greetings to the

Commoners, all our readers and to our

trusted deliverers.



 Christmas by Candlelight

Exeter Cathedral

Saturday 16 December 7:30pm – 9:30pm,

doors open at 6:45pm

Conductor Andrew Daldorph

Launch the festive season and light up your

Christmas – join Exeter Chamber Choir for

Christmas by Candlelight! There’ll be something

for everyone with carol favourites and

Christmas songs in close harmony, and a

colourful band of instruments supporting seasonal classics by Bach, Berlioz, Corelli and Elgar.

Including: Silent Night, Away in a Manger, Ding Dong Merrily, In Dulci Jubilo, The Shepherds’

Farewell, The Snow, parts of the Corelli Christmas Concerto, Bach Christmas Oratorio and much

more!

“Exceptional technique and joyous music-making are the hallmarks of the Exeter Chamber

Choir. This choir has a quality of engagement which draws us into the music.”

(Sidmouth Herald)

Tickets: Range from £6 to £25 (children/students half price)

www.ticketsource.co.uk
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News from Sourton Parish Council

Fireworks Night

 We had a very successful fireworks night

with some brilliant fireworks sourced by Alan

Jewell, so we are indebted to him for the

wonderful display.  Some folk donated
sparklers, others cake, so all in all, the

display was enjoyed by everyone and we had

lots of very positive feedback.  Thank you for

supporting us once again. It is really great

when the community come together. We

made £207 which will go towards the next
event.

Funding

Just to be clear, as some folk think that we

have been spending our very limited budget
on events, all that have been held have been

funded by outside grants and from

donations from previous events.  We have a
clerk who is particularly successful in

obtaining grants!

As winter approaches we will again be
seeking more grants to enable us to bring

the community together and provide

company and some food (and warmth, in
winter).  Times are still very tough for people;

budgets are stretched more and more and

making ends meet becomes ever more
difficult.  If we can gain grants under the

‘Warm Spaces’ initiative, or similar, the parish

council is very keen to do simple things to
help parishioners through what might be a

difficult winter.
So this is what we are planning/thinking

about….

2nd December -  A Christmas themed 

get-together in the village hall, following

the turning on of the Christmas lights
around the flagpole.

The festive food will start to be served from

4pm in the village hall which will have been
decorated by Treetops. There will be a raffle,

run by the PTFA, to help raise funds for new

play equipment for our parish school at
Boasley Cross.  Please come and join us and

support the school whilst enjoying the food

and drink which is all free.  At 6pm we will be

turning on the Christmas lights.  We won’t

be having a Christmas tree but will be
putting some festive lights up around the

flag pole.

10th December - Tidy up around Sourton

Village

The week before Remembrance Sunday
and the day after the fireworks, a group of

volunteers helped to clean up in and

around the village hall.  The Sourton WI

display on the green was weeded and

tidied, the access roads to the hall were

swept of leaves, as was the patio area
beside the village hall. 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who
helped.  We got lots of appreciative

feedback so we plan to do another tidy up

in the village on Sunday 10th December,
meeting at 11am outside the village hall. 

 This is the same day as the Soup and Roll

event  being held in the hall, so volunteers
can reward themselves with some hot soup.

 

Jan/February 2024
The idea has been mooted to hold another

games afternoon in Jan /Feb following on

from a Soup and Roll day.  Hopefully it
won’t be so icy as last time  and you may

feel safe to venture out.

Other events

Is there anything specifically that you would

like us to put on in terms of an event? If so
please let our parish clerk Abi know at

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk, so we can
consider any suggestions at a future

meeting. Or come along to our meetings -

they are all open to the public.  The dates
of our meeting are on the website and the

noticeboard on the village green.

 Thank you to Sourton PC

Thank you to all those involved in organising

the fireworks, bacon baps and drinks at

Sourton on Saturday 4th November.

It was a lovely event and we thoroughly

enjoyed it. We look forward to next year’s

event

Jade, Sam and Ben Deacon
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Why Christmas 1945?

by Howard Barkell
My mother was a bit of a collector or hoarder,

a trait I inherited from her. The other day,

while looking for something else, I came across

a Christmas Greeting sent to us in 1945 that

she had thought important or interesting

enough to keep! This set my mind wandering

back to those momentous times.

When war was declared on 3rd September

1939 conscription for men between the ages of

18 and 41 was introduced. Extra camps were

needed to house and train these new soldiers.

The fields between Leawood Lodge to opposite

Ashleigh at Bridestowe were chosen as a

suitable site for one of them. It was envisaged

as an infantry base where units would use the

ranges and rough terrain on Dartmoor to hone

their military skills.

Before the camp was finished the miracle of

Dunkirk took place and Bridestowe was chosen

as the collection point for the remnants of the

Middlesex Regiment and associated machine

gunners from the Cheshire Regiment. Some

local buildings such as the Parish Hall in

Tanyard Court, the Cricket Pavilion, the Chapel

School Room, the Chapel Garages and the

Men’s Club were commandeered to provide

sleeping, eating and washing facilities for men

as they trickled in from the various ports they

had been landed at.

The buildings in the new camp were based

around a ring road. The earliest

accommodation buildings in the bottom field

were typical wooden barrack rooms. Later

buildings were pre- fabricated, including the

famous Nissen Hut design. The main entrance

was opposite Standon Lane. The guardroom

and administrative block were on the right as

you entered the camp. The vehicle park was on

the left, with large workshop complete with

inspection pit and other repair facilities. The

Sergeants’ Mess was adjacent to Station Road

where there was a small gate to the road. The

Officers’ Mess was at the top end of the camp.

British units stationed there included the

Warwickshire Regiment, the Lancashire

Fusiliers and the Welsh Guards. Then in early

1943 British troops moved east to allow the

newly arrived US Army troops to take over the

south west. In May E,F,G,H and HQ Companies

of the 116th Infantry Regiment took

possession of the camp.

The 116th was one of those first on the Omaha

Beach on 6th June and suffered the highest D

Day casualties of any Allied unit. Unlike its

sister companies which were stationed at

Ivybridge and trained at Slapton, the

Bridestowe companies trained at Woolacombe

and Braunton Burrows. Convoys of troop

carriers, half tracks and Ducks (DUKWs) were a

common sight always accompanied by the

usual quota of jeeps. They were a welcome

addition to the traffic for some of us because

the troops were very generous in throwing

packets of sweets and chewing gum to any

children they saw. They also arranged a

Christmas party at the camp for all the local

children. The amount and variety of food and

fruit on offer was a revelation to food rationed

eyes and stomachs.

They left for Blandford on 15th May 1944

before embarking at Weymouth. Captain

Cawthon of HQ Coy, who would be awarded

the Bronze Star for his heroics on Omaha

Beach, wrote, “We gave Bridestowe Camp a

final brushing and raking and left as ready for

battle as we could be.” The camp was then

temporarily empty.

The interval was so that an area could be

converted into a Prisoner of War camp. A high

barbed wire fence enclosed most of the Nissen

huts in the top field to produce a secure

stockade. Its first inmates were Italian soldiers

captured in the North African campaign. Since

the fall of Mussolini in 1943 the Italians were

technically our allies, but at that stage of the

war repatriation was not a priority. They were

treated as internees, still wore their brown

uniforms decorated with a circular yellow

patch sewn on tunic and trousers and

supervised by armed British soldiers. Their stay

was comparatively brief, perhaps because they

were just in transit, but also after D Day there

was a large influx of German prisoners to

replace them as an addition to the labour force.

The German POWs in their field grey uniforms

with visored field cap were all classified as

“white,” the least dangerous category, and

were available for daily work as farm

labourers, always in pairs. They had to be

collected from the camp in the morning and

returned in late afternoon, closely supervised,

given clearly instructed tasks, with no

fraternisation. The first two that worked on my

father’s smallholding at
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Standon were Werner Schuster, who had been

a bank clerk in Hamburg, and Basilius (always

known as Willie, not Basil) Weber from the

coalfields in Silesia. Werner was the one with a

good knowledge of English. They were given

tasks like cleaning out the ditches in the marsh

or cleaning dung from the shippens and calves

house and taking it onto the fields and

spreading it. Their only apparent reward for

this dirty, smelly work was a basket of home-

made food from my mother and a thermos of

tea and being left to their own devices for

hours at a time. I remember they once gave

me a piece of their coarse camp issue bread to

taste, which I threw to the hens after one

mouthful. At the time my sister was studying

Languages, including German, for the

equivalent of A Level, so was able to have

some useful dialogue with Werner. The extent

of Willie’s English was limited to phrases like,

“Plenteesh sheet, boss,” when describing his

shed cleaning efforts!

Bridestowe appears to have shared its

number, 673, with the camp at Home Park,

Plymouth, where Werner and Willie’s group of

prisoners ended up and another intake

replaced them at Bridestowe. They were put

to work on the new dual carriageway projects

leading towards the city centre. We kept in

touch with Werner after his return to

Hamburg where he married and their child

was born. Shortly after we learned that he had

been killed in a car accident. Both his widow

and his parents wrote expressing their

gratitude for our friendship with Werner

during his time at Bridestowe. The Germans

were unable to match the Americans at

Christmas but each local child was given a

hand-made wooden toy all made from scraps

of timber. When the camp was finally de

commissioned outstanding wooden models of

famous German landmarks were left in the

compound and some of the hut interiors had

been beautifully painted with outstanding

artwork.

The Christmas greeting mentioned at the

beginning of this article had been printed in

ink on a sheet of paper torn from an exercise

book. Written in distinctive German lettering it

wished us health and happiness. It was signed

by both Werner and Basilius.

Come for a chat and enjoy

SOUP, ROLL & CHEESE

Tea/Coffee £6.00

SOURTON VILLAGE HALL

SUNDAYS

 10th December

12:00 – 2:00pm
In aid of St Thomas à Becket Church

Struggling to top up your

prepayment meter?
You might be able to claim fuel vouchers

If you have prepayment meters and can’t

afford to top them up, we can help. We may

be able to give you fuel vouchers, and our

specialist energy team can help you find

ways to save money on your household bills.

Email: fuelvouchers@ruraldevoncab.org.uk
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 Bacon Baps will be

served on  on

Saturday 30th

December from 

10 -12 noon at

Bridestowe Village

Hall.   

November’s session was very well attended,

numbers swelled by the dozen volunteers

from the BVG. There were plants, books and

bric a brac on sale and in total £190 was

raised for hall funds.

Sincere thanks to our regular attendees

who also play a part in clearing away. Your

help is really appreciated - you know who

you are.

Prices are going to be raised to cover the

increase in the price of bacon so brace

yourselves. We might throw in some mince

pies though if you’re lucky!

 For sale...

Women’s motorcycling gear - 

jacket and trousers, size 12-14. 
Excellent quality, hardly worn.

 £50

 Tel: 01837 861560

For sale...

Noble Chairs Hero Computer

Gaming Chair - Mint Condition -

Plus Leather Footrest

Cost £600 new.  

Asking price £149.  

Contact Paul on 01837 861437

Free to good home...

 Ventriloquist Dummy!!

Also for free... an office chair

Please contact 07398843933 or

01837 861194

For sale..

Large Woodburner Hunter

Herald 14 Multifuel Central
Heating Stove with Back Boiler

Good Order, stored under cover 

£450  

01837 861371  / 07841836018

For sale

Multi-fuel stove, suitable for

man cave, garage or

greenhouse

£60

01837 861633

On the third Monday..

‘Open Mic ‘ at the

Blue Lion, Lewdown

Music starts at 20:00

Bar opens at 17:00

Come along to a friendly

and supportive ‘Open Mic’

Perform or 

just be part of the audience.

Bring your talent, your voice,

your instrument, your poetry,

your whatever!

All styles are welcome.

PA supplied.

Dates:

December 18, 

Blue Lion Inn, Lewdown, EX20

4DL

01566 783238
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Events in December

Make a Wool Wrapped Christmas Tree

Friday 8 Dec. 15:30-16:30 and Saturday 9

Dec. 10:30-11:15

Get creative, only £1 per child.

Stay & Play – Including a Christmas Craft –

Monday 11 December 10:00-11:00

A fun, free play session for under 5s. Come to

play and socialise.    

Just drop in.  Donations welcome.

Adults Christmas Card Craft Workshop –

Friday 1 December 10:00-12:00

All materials provided to make Christmas cards

from a selection of designs. £4 per person, to

include refreshments, spaces limited. Contact

Okehampton Library to book your place! 

Christmas Hamper Draw – tickets available

to purchase until 16 December

The Friends of Okehampton Library have

created a fabulous hamper.  Purchase a draw

ticket for £1, this will support your local library

and give you the chance to win the contents of

the hamper. Draw to take place noon Saturday

16 December.

Christmas Quiz – available to purchase until

4 January 

The Friends of Okehampton Library quiz is just

£1 per sheet, available from Okehampton

Library.  Completed quiz sheets need to be

returned by Friday 5 January 2024.  The first

correct entry drawn will receive a £20 voucher

kindly donated by Graylings Fish and Chips.

Friends of Okehampton Library - Monday 4

December 14:00-15:00

Are you interested in becoming a friend of

your library? Come along to our meeting to

find out how to get involved and support the

library, organising or helping with events,

encouraging use of the library, and supporting

fundraising activities. Everyone welcome.

Festive Community Coffee Morning –

Saturday 16 December 10:15-12:15

Join us and the Friends of Okehampton Library

for a festive coffee morning with mince pies

kindly donated by Ellis Bakery.  Free event, but

donations welcome. 

REGULAR EVENTS FOR ADULTS AND

CHILDREN. Full details on our website

 SERVICES 

With your library card you can access, for free: 

    • Thousands of books (borrow up to 20

books at a time!) 

Bestsellers, fiction, classics, travel guides,

reference, plays and more! 

    • eBooks, eAudio, eMagazines, Audiobooks,

Language courses 

    • Computer and internet usage (2 hours a

day) 

    • 24/7 online Catalogue and reservation

system 

    • Online resources 

    • Business resources 

    • Ancestry Library Edition 

    • Naxos Music Library 

    • Which? Online, full access 

    • Access to Research 

Other services: 

    • Printing (including wi-fi printing),

photocopying, laminating 

    • Room Hire 

    • Free Wi-Fi 

    • ‘Nearly new’ Book Sale 

 

  Okehampton Library, 4 North Street,

Okehampton EX20 1AR 

Okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805  

 

Opening Hours  

Monday 09:00-17:00  

Tuesday 09:00-18:00  

Wednesday 09:00-13:00  

Thursday 09:00-17:00  

Friday 09:00-18:00 

Saturday 09:00-13:00  

 

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity

(1170092) 

 

At Okehampton

Library 
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BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

This month’s meeting will be our Christmas

lunch at the White Hart on Thursday

December 7th at 12.00 for 12.30 (not our

usual day of the month). Don’t forget to

bring a “secret Santa” gift to a maximum

value of £5. I look forward to seeing

everyone there.

After that we shall be back at The Ark for

our meeting on January 18th.

Ann Allan on 861551 or

annallan1948@gmail.com

Lunar cycle for

December

  New moon     12th

  First quarter   19th 

  Full moon     27th

Last quarter    5th

The coming of winter earned December’s

full moon the name ‘the cold moon’. Other

names include the long night moon and

the oak moon.

Spot the Geminid meteor shower

The Geminids, with a possible hourly rate

of 150 meteors per hour, are one of the

best meteor shower displays you can see

all year.

Reaching maximum on 14-15 December,

the Moon will be a waxing crescent on the

peak, making viewing conditions

favourable.

As with most showers your best chance to

see meteors is in the early hours of the

morning around the peak, though a good

number should be seen any time from a

few hours after sunset.

Fill your view with the sky and wait for the

lights to appear. And, given this is a

midwinter wonder, don’t forget to wrap

up warm!

Courtney Players present -
‘Yuletide Cheer’

Wednesday 13th - Friday 15th

December
at 7.30pm

Charter Hall, Market Street
Okehampton

A night of songs, dancing and

fun
Tickets: Adults £10, under 16s  £5.

On sale at Beanfeast, Old Arcade
from Monday 27th November or

at the door on the night.

Royal British Legion

‘Poppy Appeal’

St Bridget’s Church was

full for the

Remembrance Day

Service and there was a

large gathering at the

Memorial Cross for the

laying of wreaths.

Wreaths were laid on behalf of St Bridget’s

Church, the Methodist Chapel, the Parish

Council and the Scouts. The Bridestowe Scout

Group supported by the West Devon Explorer

Unit, attended the service and paraded their

standards.  We are very fortunate that we

were joined by Hazel to play the Last Post.

The collection in Church amounted to £318.51.

The quiz held in The White Hart to raise funds

for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal

was very well attended and raised £306.50.

A total of £625.01 has been raised locally in

Bridestowe, which will go to support our

veteran service personnel and those who

have served.

The Churchwardens

St Bridget’s Church, Bridestowe
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Power cut

safety advice

If you are

affected by a

power cut, it is

the Electricity

Distribution Network Operator (DNO) who is

responsible for maintaining physical electricity

supplies to your home or business. You can

contact your local DNO by calling 105.

If you need to light your home when you’re

without power, we would prefer if you used

torches and battery-powered candles rather

than candles. If you must use candles, follow

our candle safety advice.

Candles

We recommend using battery-powered

candles instead of candles with real flames.

Candles and tea lights can give a warm glow

to a room or fill it with an aroma, but they can

also lead to fires. We attend over 20 fires

every year caused by candles. If you do decide

to use them, please follow our safety advice to

keep yourself and others safe.

A battery operated candle lit up.

Candle safety

(Be mindful of these safety measures when

also using joss sticks and oil and incense

burners. Make sure you have working smoke

alarms in your home.)

Do

 make sure that candles are placed in a fire-

resistant candle holder

    keep candles away from furniture and

curtains

    leave at least 10cm between burning

candles and tea lights

    put out candles before leaving the room

and before you go to bed

    use a snuffer or spoon to put out candles

    keep candles, matches and lighters away

from children and pets.

Don’t

 put them under shelves or in enclosed spaces

    ever leave a burning candle unattended

    blow out candles, it can send sparks and

hot wax flying

    use candles in, or near a tent

    move a candle while it’s lit.

Tea lights

Tea lights are high risk because they have a

foil outer container, which can get extremely

hot and melt the surfaces underneath. Make

sure you put tea lights in suitable holders that

are non-flammable.

A singular tea light on a gold and white holder.

Jar candles

There have been incidents where glasses and

jars containing candles have shattered

without warning. This happens when the level

of the wax in the jar decreases and the heat

can no longer be absorbed by the wax.

Don’t try and cook using barbecues or using

fires inside your home such as wood-burners.

Turn off any appliances that may be a fire risk

if they switch on when the power comes back

on (such as hair dryers or electric hobs).

If you’re using a portable heater such as oil or

gas, keep it a good distance (at least 1 metre)

from people or furniture. Do not cover them

with anything that could catch fire such as

clothing.

The Bridestowe Volunteer Group

The group met on 18th November and 12

volunteers turned up which is a record

number. Litter was picked, leaves swept and

cleared from the road to the cemetery and

attention given to the fruit trees in the

community orchard. Everyone  retired

afterwards to the village hall  for refreshments

afterwards.

The group won’t be meeting formally in

December but will be back in harness in the

New Year. 

Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

October to March

Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm   Open all

year round (except Christmas Day, Boxing

Day and New Year’s Day).
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MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY

Christmas Concert

The Mount Kelly Choral Society Christmas

Concert will take place in Tavistock Methodist

Church, PL19 8DX on Saturday, December

16th. at 7.30.   They will perform a

programme of Christmas music, favourite

carols and readings including extracts from

Handel’s Messiah and Mendelssohn’s Elijah

under the baton of our new  Musical Director,

Daniel Robson.

   Soloists:                                         

Bianca Phillips – Soprano

Andrew Farris – Baritone

Organist Mary Mazur-Park

Tickets £14 or free of charge to under 18s

Available from Bookstop in Tavistock

or online at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/mount-kelly-choral-society

   

Dan moved to Mount Kelly following ten years

as Director of Music at Clifton College in

Bristol, where he conducted choirs,

orchestras and shows including Les

Miserables and Phantom of the Opera. He is

an accomplished singer and held a choral

scholarship at Magdalen College, University of

Oxford, before going on to be a Lay Clerk in

the Bristol Cathedral choir where he sang as a

soloist on BBC1 and BBC Radio 3.

As a choral director he has led many chapel

services including sung evensongs and

Christmas carol services. As a Bass/Baritone

soloist he has sung with many choral societies

including C.P.E Bach’s Magnificat, J.S. Bach’s St

John Passion Jonathan Willcocks’s Requiem

and Haydn’s Harmoniemesse.   He also plays

the trumpet and piano. 

For more information about the concert go to

www.mountkellychoralsociety.com
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An Invitation

from Red Spider

Drama

Company....

...Play-Reading

Evenings 

On the first Thursday of each month

(excluding show months) we hold play

readings for members and prospective

members to come along for an enjoyable

evening of dramatic reading. 

On Thursday, 4th January 2024 come and

join us at The Fox and Grapes in Tinhay,

Lifton to read Pygmalion by George Bernard

Shaw.  It is proposed that this will be staged

by Red Spider during April 2024, so if you are

interested in getting involved, why not come

along to the reading, which starts at 7.30pm.

New members

Performance, production, back stage and

front of house. Learn a new skill such as

lighting, sound, performance or rediscover a

forgotten one!

Welcome to the wonderful world of theatre!

www.redspidercompany.co.uk

Facebook

Membership: Martin Perry 01409 221376



Sunday Worship for December

Sunday 3rd 
9.30am See Sourton BaSE entry for details

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark

with Sandra Dodd. (Worship, Coffee, Tea,
Chat, Children’s activities)

Sunday 10th

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s

11.00am Morning service at the Methodist

Church led by Ruth James

Sunday 17th

11am Morning service with Sacrament led by

Vicki Penfound

6.30pm Joint carol service with the Methodist
Church at St Bridget’s

Saturday 23rd
2.00pm to 4.00pm. Walking Nativity around

the village which starts at the Sporting Green

Sunday 24th Christmas Eve

11.00am Christmas Eve in The Ark

11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Bridget’s

Christmas Day

10.00am Christmas morning service at the
Methodist Chapel led by Rev Melvyn Cook

Sunday 31st 
9.30am Family Service (Christingle).

11.00am Morning service at the Methodist

Church led by Rev Jerry Cook
 -------------------------------------------------

On Saturday 30th Sept , the Bridestowe

Churches Partnership held a very well

attended ‘Family Harvest Barn Dance’ in the
Village Hall. The music for the evening was

provided by Walter Shortage and Hosepipe

Banned who commented that it was lovely to
see so many getting up to dance. Donations

towards the Farm Community Network raised

over £300. Thank you to everyone who came

along to make this such an enjoyable evening.

The Church season of Advent starts on
Sunday 3rd December. It marks the start of

the preparation period leading up to the

celebration of the birth of Jesus at Christmas.

As part of this time this year we are going to

be having three evenings to explore: Santa,

Christmas trees and Presents, What have they
got to do with Christmas? This will be held in

The Ark on the 7th,14th and 21st of

December starting at 7pm with a meal.
If you would like to come along please email

deanmjames0@gmail.com or call/text

07951227473

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Coffee Morning for December will be

held on Saturday 9th December, 10 am to

12 noon.

The charity this month is Action for

Children. We do hope that you can come

for tea / coffee/ biscuits and cakes.

 Do come, you will be most welcome.

The heating will be on so a nice,warm and

cosy place to meet. 

 November’s coffee morning raised £170

for The Salvation Army’s Christmas Appeal.

Many thanks to all who supported this.

 The Ark continues to be open on

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am to 12 noon

and 2pm to 4pm.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Remember you can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. Please contact

Brian Maddaford (861402)
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Winter Opening Hours

Please note the return of our longer
Sunday lunch service; we will be serving

our awesome Sunday roasts from 12 to

4pm, the bar and restaurant will then close
at 5pm.

We will also be closed every Monday and
Tuesday

For all our offers and the terms and

conditions please visit:-

www.bearslakeinn.com/offers

01837 861334

20% Off for Locals*
As a thank you to our locals

we are offering a 20%

discount on all food anddrinks during

January & February 
between 

Wednesday and Saturday. 
To redeem just

show this leaflet at time of
paying to receive 20% off your

final bill
*T&C’s apply, subject to availability and

not to
be used in conjunction with any other

offers.

earslake Inn

The Over 60’s

Lunch for
December will be

lunch at The White
Hart on Tuesday

12th.

Orders for food should already been
made to Jennifer (851692)

Any problems please let me know. All

ordered meals will have to be paid for.
Thank you. 

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW

The hall is a fantastic facility, that can
be used for a wide range of events,
from small meetings to large scale

wedding receptions and parties.

 The venue is divided into a number of
units, including meeting rooms,

kitchen and a large hall which can be
hired out separately. Also the venue

can be hired in its entirety.
The hire charges are reviewed annually

and there is a special discount scheme

for local residents (within a 4 mile
radius of Bridestowe).Please contact
the Bookings Clerk for more

information

Esther Winter     Mob: 07946 992200
Visit the website
www.bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to
see prices and view the calendar for

availability.
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Riverside Stores & Post Office

Bridestowe,

Okehampton,

Devon, EX20 4EG

01837 861321

riversidestores@hotmail.com

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES IS THE MESSAGE THIS MONTH.

Christmas Order Form

If you’ve not received one, please call us for a copy.

We source all our products with suppliers from Devon & Cornwall. (Apart

from the Game recently sourced from Scotland)

Last date for orders is 4th December, so please help to support us and our local

suppliers and order a few items.

Suppliers include; Christmas Trees from Honiton, Holly wreaths Lifton, Fresh

meats & veg North Devon, Venison within 2m, Foxcombe cakes & biscuits

Lewdown, Alder Vineyard wines Lewdown, Tors Vodka Okehampton, Deli meats &

cheeses Exeter, Jams, Preserves & honey within 2m. Milk & Dairy Sampford

Courtney & Trewithen Cornwall, Breads from Teign Valley.

Your local Post Office

Special delivery for cash gifts and Euros are always available.

Christmas stamps now available and ‘All for One’ gift cards, Amazon & iTunes gift

cards are in stock. These cards can be loaded with a cash gift for your recipient to

spend at their leisure, making it the perfect Christmas gift.

Do you own a small business or are creative and wish to sell your products

further afield?

We currently display and sell many local products and we’d like to expand this.

So, we would be happy to clear several shelves in our shop for you to display your

goods for sale. If you’re interested give us a call, we’d be happy to hear from you.

Winter Opening Hours

With the exception of our Christmas opening hours from the beginning of

December 2023 until the Spring, we will open on a Saturday from 9am-12noon.

Monday to Friday 9am-6pm. Sunday closed.

Opening hours over Christmas and New Year

Saturday 23rd December - 9am - 2pm

Sunday 24th December to Tuesday 26th December - Closed

Wednesday 27th December - 9am - 2pm

Thursday 28th December - 9am - 2pm

Friday 29th December 9am - 2pm

Saturday 30th December 9am - 12noon

Sunday 31st December - Tuesday 2nd January 2024 - Closed

Wednesday 3rd January 2024 9am - 6pm

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR SHOP AND POST OFFICE AND SHOPPING

LOCAL

Thank you. Michaela, Colin and our valued team of drivers
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Movie Watch - November

2023 

We’d rather written off November in terms of

cinema output, so it was an unexpected and

pleasant surprise to stumble across Dream

Scenario.

A low budget American black comedy,

produced by and starring Nicolas Cage, the

film only went on general release in early-

November.

A college professor specialising in evolutionary

biology, Paul Matthews (Cage) finds his life

turned upside down when millions of strangers

suddenly start seeing him in their dreams.

When his nocturnal appearances take an

increasingly sinister turn, Paul is forced to take

action.

The phenomenon soon becomes sufficiently

widespread that Paul becomes a major media

personality. His students start to pay attention

in lectures, while advertising agencies court

him for what they perceive to be a priceless

subliminal ability to reach their target

consumers.

Soon enough, of course, it all goes horribly

wrong. The dreams stop, just as suddenly as

they began. Paul writes an autobiography but

by the time it is published, his fame is already

on the wane. Worse still, without his consent,

the publishers change the title from ‘Dream

Scenario’ to the appalling ‘I Am Your

Nightmare.’

It’s all nonsense of course, but there is a

serious point in there somewhere, based

around the transient nature of modern fame

and the ‘cancel culture’ about which we hear so

much. Mostly though the film is just a terrific

vehicle for the excellent Cage, one that

perfectly suits his unremittingly downbeat

demeanour.

Dream Scenario won’t win any awards but the

funny parts are funny, while the scary parts are

scary. You can’t ask much more than that.

The big titles at the New Carlton between now

and Christmas will be Napoleon and The

Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and

Snakes. I assumed Saltburn would be included

in that list, but it looks not to have made it

beyond Week Two.

Napoleon is an epic historical drama, based

on the true story of Napoleon Bonaparte

(played by Joaquin Phoenix) and depicting his

rise to power, as well as his relationship with

the Empress Josephine (Vanessa Kirby). The

film premiered in Paris last month and opened

in the UK the following week. 

This is clearly a very serious piece of work, with

a budget to match. It also reflects the changing

economics of movie production and

distribution. 

Given a traditional theatrical release, the film

would need to gross $500–600m worldwide

purely to break even, given the massive $200m

production budget. However the success of the

film can no longer be based solely on box

office takings and will depend on the number

of subscribers driven to Apple TV+ along with

other revenue streams. As a point of

comparison, the production budget for Dream

Scenario, which didn’t appear cheap, was just

over $1m.

This month’s other big release is The Hunger

Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes.

This is the fifth instalment in the Hunger

Games film series and if, unlike myself, you’ve

seen any of the previous four, you’ll know

roughly what to expect. The film enjoyed a

successful world premiere last month. Oh and

it’s bottom-numbingly long, so be prepared.

Wonka (based around Roald Dahl’s Charlie and

the Chocolate Factory) is expected locally on

8th December and will no doubt be heavily

promoted prior to the festive season. We’ll look

at the titles scheduled for New Year release

next month, but there do appear to be some

good ones.

I would love to open the TV section with

something other than The Crown, but given

the explosion of pre-launch publicity, that

wouldn’t be easy. 
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However, for those who choose not to

subscribe to Netflix (an understandable stance

these days as the price continues to rise), or

have resisted the incessant barrage of

publicity, some background might be helpful.

The Crown, which covers the reign of Queen

Elizabeth II in 60 episodes, is one of the most

expensive series ever made. The sixth, and

final, season was released on 16th November.

The first four episodes are now available, with

the final six to be released on 14th December.

The Queen was portrayed, in the first series, by

Claire Foy, while Olivia Colman and Imelda

Staunton took the role in series three to six

respectively. Early indications are that

audience levels for Series 6 are well down on

previous seasons.

Regular readers will be aware that I don’t take

my critical BaSE responsibilities lightly, so took

it upon myself to commission a small research

group last week, comprising a representative

sample of Bridestowe’s finest. I can report that

none had watched the programme and only

two showed any enthusiasm for so doing.

Netflix, take note!

Also showing on Netflix are two excellent

feature films, both of which come with a

confident recommendation.

We saw Parasite at the New Carlton in March

2020. It had recently been named as Best

Picture at the Academy Awards and was

subsequently named by me as ‘Easily The Best

Film I Saw All Year’ and you can’t get much

more prestigious that that. Parasite has just

been released on Netflix and if you haven’t

seen it, I suggest you take the opportunity. 

The other title to appear last month within the

Netflix portfolio was Belfast, the 2021 film

written and directed by Kenneth Branagh. This

one was also nominated for Best Picture

honours but lost out to the excellent

Nomadland. Well worth putting Belfast on

your cold, wet winter evening viewing list. 

And in no order whatsoever, a few other

broadcast suggestions for your consideration,

Archie (ITVX), Shetland (BBC1), Planet Earth

III (BBC1), JFK: 24 Hours That Changed the

World (C4), Robbie Williams (Netflix 4-parter),

Inside M&S (ITV), Bodies (Netflix), The

Reckoning (BBC1).

Finally, we drove down to Plymouth one

evening last week to listen to Rev Richard Coles

speaking at Marjons. An increasingly prolific

author, he was promoting his most recent

novel, A Death in the Parish, while also musing

over his experiences as a clergyman, radio

presenter and very credible 1980’s pop

performer, with Bronski Beat and The

Communards.

All in all, a notable man and a highly

entertaining evening.

David Harrison

November 2023

Transformation

 Hatha Yoga
with Paul Beard

All abilities welcome including

beginners

Includes guided relaxation

 Develop outer and inner

strength, peace of mind,

positivity and resilience
A new 5- week course starts on

Thursdays

16th November- 14th December
at Sourton Village Hall, 6 - 7.30pm

£8 per class if paying weekly and for

new students’ first class.

£35 for course if paid at start

 To book or find out more, please

contact 

Paul on 01409 23130

4email: paulbeard@btinternet.com
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News from Lydford Gorge

National Trust 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

If you’ve been for a walk to the waterfall recently

you may have spotted a little friend shadowing

your footsteps. I think in winter the robins

become almost fearless. They are looking for

food now the weather has turned colder and

are hoping you might disturb a tasty worm or

bug on your travels. Please say hello from me!

And you might be rewarded with a close

encounter if you sit quietly on a bench with

some tasty crumbs next to you.

The ranger team, with help from some specialist

rope access technicians from Rope Geeks, took

up the platform in the Devil’s Cauldron in

November. This will prevent it being damaged

by debris brought down by winter floods. They

are also really busy with tree safety work, as this

all needs to be completed before reopening in

March. Hi-line brought a tracked MEWP (mobile

elevated work platform) along for a couple of

days to tackle some of the trees on the drive

that were diseased and failing. This meant that

we didn’t have to fell them and could leave

some standing wood, a great habitat for a range

of creatures.

Winter is a good time to spot snipe on Dartmoor

as the resident population is boosted by arrivals

from as far afield as Iceland and Scandinavia.

These very well-camouflaged birds use their

long straight bills to hunt out worms and other

invertebrates in wet ground. If you unwittingly

get close enough, they can suddenly fly into the

sky with a loud clapping of wings and give you a

fright. Dartmoor is a stronghold for this species

which has declined elsewhere in the UK and is

currently amber listed.

If you’re looking for a bit of winter fun in

December head over to Buckland Abbey for the

Tudor ‘Frost Fair’ display. Find out about the

history of these events, and wander through the

frosty trees and icy décor used to recreate this

magical time. The barn will be filled with trees

and twinkling lights. The Abbey will be dressed

for a very frosty Christmas. And choirs will

perform in the Great Barn on weekends. Open

10am-4pm from Sat 2 to Sun 31 Dec (Closed 25

and 26).

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from

the whole team at Lydford Gorge. We hope you

get to spend time with friends and family, eat

some good food, and get a chance to enjoy the

benefits of being out in nature too

We’d still love to take any book donations over

winter. Please get in touch by email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk or call

01822 820320 and leave a message so we can

get back to you. We can arrange a suitable time

for a drop off or we can also collect.

Opening Times until 15 March 2024

The waterfall trail and railway path will be open

for walks during daylight hours.

All other facilities, including the toilets, will be

closed.

The rest of the gorge trails are closed over

winter for safety and essential maintenance

work. This can include tree work, path work and

rock face inspections, so please do not pass any

locked gates.

We plan to reopen from Saturday 16 March

2024. However, the river path is unlikely to open

with the rest of the gorge.

Please check the website for updates -

nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge 

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk Tel:

01822 820320 

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt 

Registered Charity Number 205846

Supporting individuals
with all their concerns,
historic and current. 

West Devon
Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 
For more information or to book a FREE 20
minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting
soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that
someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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Bridestowe Parish Council news

The proposed planning application by Leander

Developments, (WDBC application:

2861/23/FUL) for the construction of 28

dwellings at Town Meadow, Bridestowe has

been comprehensively refused by West Devon

Borough Council. 

The Parish Council welcomed the

decision. The reasons given for its refusal,

reflect the strongly held opposition by a large

proportion of Bridestowe parishioners.

The Chair, Alison Young, wishes to thank all

those parishioners who attended the public

meeting in August, wrote to WDBC and offered

verbal feedback on the proposal. She is

grateful to her fellow parish councillors for

their hard work in ensuring that the PC’s

formal response accurately reflected

parishioners’ opinions. Thanks too go to our

West Devon Borough councillors for their

advice and to the planning case officer, Clare

Stewart, for her detailed and comprehensive

report.

The Officer’s full report can be read via  South

Hams and WDBC’s website

https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearch

MVC/Home/Details/232861

Other news:

The Christmas tree will soon be installed on

the village green by Chris Proctor and his crew

of willing helpers. Many thanks to you all!

There is concern that the bus turn-around bay

continues to be used for overnight car parking

and during the day (photo) 

This means the school bus cannot safely pick

up and drop off school children on their

journeys, to and from school. The parish

council is considering  purchasing a “No

Parking” sign to place in the bus bay.

Following local requests and in line with good

practice, an application is being made by the

PC for a second defibrillator to be installed at

the village hall.  The PC is applying for this

second device and is hopeful that it can benefit

from a scheme offering free devices and

installation.

The repair of the safety surface under the

children’s multiplay is due for repair. The

materials have been purchased and Darron

and his enthusiastic team have volunteered to

do the business. They’re just waiting for a spell

of dry weather!

WDBC are in the process of collating data

gleaned from a Housing Needs Survey that has

been conducted across West Devon, the

publication of which should inform real

housing need across the borough.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, and on the

Bridestowe web site at www.bridestowe.org.uk

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 

4 Trescote Way, Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. 

Tel: 01837 861244. and Email:

bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

 ________________________________________________
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Do you enjoy Alpine

Skiing and prefer a

small social group of

8-10? Then the

Random Schusser

wants you!

For 3 fully organised all

inclusive packages

using mainstream providers, ABTA/ATOL

protected. 

Group bookings share discounts, why pay

full price?

The 2024 season is already on sale. 

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks!  Information:

Gerald@jacksmeadow.co.uk 



Do you feel 20mph is plenty as a speed limit throughout Bridestowe village? The Parish Council is

considering it. Councillor Caroline Mott  has spoken to a local estate agent who is willing to

support the cost of signage. To be able to move forward we would need confirmation that

residents are willing to have the signs displayed from their property as they will need to be

moved periodically. There has only been one offer so far.

Please let the PC clerk know if you are interested in playing a role.
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Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny
McInnes
Greetings cards  Available from Riverside

Stores. 

Commissions accepted 

 Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full

range and prices of products, ring me, Penny

McInnes, on 01837 748305 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

 Royal Ballet Live: The Nutcracker

at the New Carlton,Okehampton

Tuesday 12th December 7.15pm

Running time 165 minutes including one

interval

Live broadcast of the Royal Ballet’s

production of The Nutcracker. A young girl’s

enchanted present leads her on a wonderful

Christmas adventure in this classical ballet.

Peter Wright’s nigh-on definitive production

for The Royal Ballet ranks as one of the most

enduring and enchanting versions of The

Nutcracker. With its festive period setting,

dancing snowflakes and enchanting stage

magic, Lev Ivanov’s 1892 ballet has become

the perfect Christmas entertainment, with

Tchaikovsky’s sumptuous, sugar-spun music

the most recognizable of all ballet scores.

Join Clara at a delightful Christmas Eve party

that becomes a magical adventure once

everyone else is tucked up in bed. Marvel at

the brilliance of Tchaikovsky’s score, as Clara

and her enchanted Nutcracker fight the

Mouse King and visit the Sugar Plum Fairy in

the glittering Kingdom of Sweets. Peter

Wright’s much-loved production for The

Royal Ballet, with gorgeous period designs by

Julia Trevelyan Oman, keeps true to the spirit

of this festive ballet classic, combining the

thrill of the fairy tale with spectacular

dancing.



SOURTON CHURCH NEWS 

ST THOMAS a BECKET CHURCH

We wish all our readers a very happy and

healthy Christmas. We look forward to

welcoming everyone to our Christmas
Celebrations  and SERVICES.

FUTURE EVENTS

SOUP LUNCHES

Do come and support our monthly soup
lunch on 

DECEMBER 10th from 12-2 p.m.

Enjoy a friendly get- together and a bowl of
warming soup with bread and cheese and

fruit and a cup of tea or coffee in the parish
hall . 

Future Dates will be 

January 14th, February 11th, and March
10th

 Our CHRISTINGLE SERVICE will be on
December 3rd at 4 p.m.

We are so much looking forward to seeing

the children from Treetops performing their
Nativity Play. Everyone is very welcome to

come to the service . All proceeds go to the

Children’s Society who do so much to

support vulnerable children and young

people.

There will be a BRING and SHARE tea in the
Hall afterwards.

Our CAROL SERVICE will be on the 17th at 4

p.m.

SERVICES for DECEMBER

December 3rd   Holy Communion at 9.30

a.m.
 CHRISTINGLE service at 4 p.m. followed by

tea in the Hall

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all
occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for

special events such as wedding receptions,

birthday parties, concerts, family parties and

wakes following funerals.  It is also an ideal

function venue for conferences, meetings,

training seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large

hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing

comfortably; a well appointed kitchen that

has recently been refurbished and  a small

meeting room . There is a male, female and

disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside

there is a patio to the right hand side of the

hall and this is often used to have a covered

bar. 

The hall has disabled /wheelchair access with

ramped entrances. There is a small area to

the front of the village hall for parking but

often extra parking can be made available for

a large function on request.

For prices and to book contact Paul Alford

07799 778 779  Alison Ewen  07990 981 826

Visit the website to see prices and view the

calendar for availability

 www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk      

 Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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December 10th    Service at Bridestowe
December 17th   CAROL SERVICE at 4 p.m.

December 24th    Midnight service at 

Bridestowe

December 25th   CHRISTMAS DAY 

COMMUNION at 9 a.m.

Jenny Batten



L Knight Event Catering 
Weddings - Parties - Wakes -
Holiday Cottage Catering -

Corporate Events and

Meetings. 
Large and Small events catered

for with bespoke menus to
suite every catering need. 

Full staffed service or Delivery

only also available 
Please call Leanne on 

07706 767 831

Glebe Park
(Bridestowe Caravan Park)  

Calor

Gas/

Camping

Gas Sales

Laundrette facilities available.

Reduced hours during the winter
period - please phone to check.

Tokens from Reception

Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated,

double glazed, static caravans for

hire, either for the week or for short
breaks. For details  01837 861261

SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote
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REMEMBER ALL ADVERTISING
IS FREE IN BASE SO DO TAKE
THE OPPORTUNITY TO
PROMOTE YOUR LOCAL
BUSINESS
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THE VILLAGE VALET
CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of

vehicles
Competitive rates offering a

range of services
No job too big or small 

Email:
Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341

Professional Dog Groomer

Susannah - Sourton
07930 303760

Services
Grooming 

 • Bath and brush
 • Pet Groom
 • Breed Standard groom

 • Hand Stripping

  • De-shedding
 •  Puppy intro

  • Ear Cleaning
          • Nail Clipping

Other Services
• Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning

Noise-free  Motion-free

Stress-free

• Emmett Technique Therapy for Dogs
Light touch muscle release

Soft tissue relaxation
Relieve discomfort, improve movement,

flexibility and overall well-being

For further details, please visit my website:
www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk

The Grooming Sanctuary



For all things
Usborne

For more
information on

Usborne books, please contact:
Jackie Butler,   Independent
Usborne Organiser 

 07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    
Find me on Facebook  -  Elsie’s Book
Corner
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Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 

12 - 3pm       5pm - close

Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open

all day from 12 midday

Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs Fish &

chips with peas and

bread and butter

£6.95

 Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 

Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318

         Food times

Home-cooked food served  

Monday - Saturday 

 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 9pm 

Sunday

12 -2pm and 6pm - 8pm

(last orders at 7.45pm)

Recycling
old duvets..

  If you

have any
unwanted

clean, non feather duvets that

you would like me to transform
into pet beds….. could you

kindly contact me on

07855-830668, I can then make
arrangements for their collection.

Quiz night on

Wednesday 13th ,

7.30pm for 8pm start

In aid of Bridestowe

Cricket Club

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758



Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors
  Agricultural Law

• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £14 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £18 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage
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BLISS NAILS

Manicures, pedicures, nail

extensions 

Call or message for an

appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

LOCAL  PLUMBER             

 Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:  01566 783562 

07984 812807

TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs
Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing
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SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

MOOR
  INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS          01837 748218    www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES     NO OBLIGATION  HIGHLY COMPETITIVE

PENSIONS l INVESTMENTS l PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX l TRUSTS l BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Moor Independent Financial advisers Limited is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 

ValidPath Ltd is registered on the FCA register under Reference Number 197107



moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

A traditional approach to window cleaning.
Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork available to order now.
Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes available, as well as
individual joints and sausages.
For prices and more information, contact Alyse 07514 943 239 or
Isaac 07908 430 236
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The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We

pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   
To make an appointment,                call 01837 658696      

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST   Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  
Tel. 01837 861478             Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 
 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car  Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566
783418

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    Alister Polhill: 07518 908876
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P.S. Electrical All electrical work undertaken

Spears Fishleigh Office 01837 8811112

Sanctuary Lane Mob: 07792 163156
Hatherleigh EX20 3LH Email: Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk66



Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and

repair   Landlord certificates Bathrooms and kitchens
Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and

shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298
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Champion Tree Services

All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied                Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093

NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails
@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

    Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”
Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade
designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more. Contact us now for
a copy of our current catalogue.
For orders and enquiries:       Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk   1A

Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references. To enquire, please
contact Belinda     07534 711357 

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming    Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience
Call Richard on 01837 861220 
or mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your business out

of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the entrepreneur’s

trap? I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently. My name is Chris Heron. and I offer

Virtual PA and Business Administration Support. I’m passionate about supporting
small businesses and in particular. women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

Tel: 01837 214667 Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover
• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under
firm reference number 624563. Envoy House, 61

Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured

against it.

Molyneux

Associates

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

BAKER’S BUILDING

Telephone: 01837 861 509

  07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY

Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges  Tel: 07591 655072        Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

River Walks House/Pet Sitting 
Over 16 years veterinary experience Dogs, cats, small animals to 
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and 

cleaning available Please call Louise on         07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT
preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

BaSE  Page  34

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    



Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology
Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check our

website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)
Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible. It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just
follow the link for BaSE.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and
dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for
advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for December

Saturday 2nd 4pm onwards, Sourton VH, Christmas Party & Lights on

Thursday 7th 12 for 12.30pm, White Hart Thursday Morning Group
7pm, 1 Glebe Park, Reading Group

Friday 8th 7pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bingo for  Youth & Ladies Cricket 

Saturday 9th 10am - 12 noon, The Ark, Coffee morning for Action for Children

10am - 12.30pm, Lewdown Victory Hall, RSYT coffee morning+

Sunday 10th 11am, Sourton Village Hall, Tidy up team meet
12 - 2pm, Sourton Village Hall, Soup, Roll & Cheese

5pm, Bridestowe village centre, Christmas tree lighting
Tuesday 12th 12.15 for 12.30pm, The Ark, Over 60’s lunch

Wednesday 13th 7.30pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of Bridestowe Cricket Club

7.30pm, Charter Hall, Courtney Players ‘Yuletide Cheer’
Saturday 16th, 7.30pm - 9.30pm, Exeter Cathedral, ‘Christmas by Candlelight’

7’30pm, Tavistock Methodist Church, Christmas Concert

Sunday 17th 1pm - 4pm, Sourton Village Hall, Winter Tablescape workshop
4pm, Lewdown Victory hall, A Christmas Carol

Monday 18th 8pm, Blue Lion, Lewdown, Open Mic Night
Saturday 30th 10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps 

Morris Bros (Tavistock) Ltd                 
Your Local Independent Funeral Director
Services start at £1500 for a direct cremation,

£2900 for a simple cremation,
to a full tailor made funeral service

with “The Morris Way”
01822 612023 (24 hrs)

The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside, Tavistock, PL19 0AZ
www.morrisbros.co.uk

New advertiser..


