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The Vicar writes...
Apparently people actually read these musings!

I was rather flattered that someone even took

the trouble to reply to the stuff I wrote in the

September issue, thankyou Terry. Topics like

morality can evoke strong reactions sometimes

and attempts to discuss right and wrong often

become religious debates which go something

like:

Secular Person: I want to do X

Christian: You are free to do it.

Secular Person: But you think X is wrong.

Christian: Yes

Secular Person: Because you want to control

me.

Christian: No. You are free to do whatever you

want.

Secular Person: But you think X is wrong.

Christian: Yes, but only because I think X is

harmful for you.

Secular Person: But I want to do X

Christian: You are free to do it

Secular Person: But I want you to say X is good.

Christian: I can’t say that.

Secular Person: Why are you such a hateful,

intolerant bigot?

In order to try and avoid that I will try and set

out how I see things. I am pleased Terry is

blessed with a finely tuned moral compass but

what about people like me whose default is off

the mark? 

I used to think of myself as a good person but a

time of self reflection in my life soon revealed a

shadowy side to my nature, a side that made

me uncomfortable with myself; self centred,

envious, hurtful, angry, unfeeling, untruthful,

judgemental, just for starters. If all my thoughts

became reality ‘the world according to me’

would be a pretty nasty place for some people. 

In order to address it I realised I would need

something better to aim at and good deal of

help. The thing about moral compasses is, what

are they oriented towards? For me the only

perfect human being was seen in the life of

Christ, he was the true north to aim for. So that

brings me to the church, now it’s easy to slag

off the church (and believe me I still have issues

with it!) but at the end of the day it will never be

perfect because it’s made up of imperfect

people like me. It’s not made up of people who

think they’re righteous, it’s made of people who

know they are not. It’s not made up of people

who think they can be perfect by their own

efforts, it’s made of people who know they

need help. Like I was once told, ‘If you do

happen to find the perfect church, don’t join it

you’ll spoil it.’   

As I see it there are two scenarios. If God

doesn’t exist then right and wrong don’t matter.

There will be no after-life, no having to give an

account for your life, nothing – do what you

like. It also means there is will be no justice;

Stalin, Hitler, Jimmy Saville, 9-11 terrorists, will

have all got away with it. God may not exist but

evil and suffering will still exist and so the

question remains, how do we deal with it? By

political means? Can you trust political leaders?

By evolving our own morality? It’s the 21st

century and human beings from our most

advanced societies are still bombing the crap

out of each other and murdering babies. What

if my truth is harmful to your truth?

The other scenario is that God does exist, there

is an after-life and there is justice for all the evil

and suffering in the world. So that then raises a

different question, “Where does that leave me

when my life is judged?” Well, I’m a decent

person, I’ve tried to live a good life, I’ve done

some good things. True but what about bad

stuff, shouldn’t I face justice for that too? If

heaven is pure and without imperfection then if

I joined it I would spoil it. 

Christianity gives us hope in it’s doctrine called

‘grace’. Jesus Christ will be our judge, if we’ve

broken God’s moral law (the 10

commandments) we will be
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sentenced but like a judge who issues a fine

and then steps down to pay the fine on behalf

of the accused, Jesus has paid our fine – our

moral debt, by His crucifixion. If we recognise

our shadow nature (confess our sin) accept his

offer of forgiveness (believe) and aim to live

like him (repentance) we are regarded as

morally acceptable (saved), our conviction is

spent. Yes, we still struggle with things as we

try to work towards perfection but with God’s

help we are at least aiming in the right

direction. Obviously the above is a very basic

outline of a subject that is bigger than can be

covered in these pages but can be neatly

summed up by the most famous verse in the

Bible:

“God so loved the world that he gave his only

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may

not perish but may have eternal life” John 3:16

If you have any questions about faith, God, the

universe, life and everything, perhaps consider

coming along to one of our discussion series.

Look for details to be announced.

Thankyou for reading, at least I don’t have to

feel like Father McKenzie now! (you know – The

Beatles)

 Adrian Brook

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny

McInnes
Greetings cards  Available from Riverside

Stores. 

Commissions accepted 

 Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 748305 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

St Bridget’s Church will be holding a

Family Service on Sunday 26th at

9.30am.  There will be

a few songs with Brian

Higbee, a bible story,

an activity and

refreshments.  The

service lasts about

half an hour.

ALL WELCOME
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North Dartmoor Garden Club 
The North Dartmoor Garden Club is a friendly

group of garden lovers – but not necessarily

gardeners – that meets monthly  on the fourth

Thursday of each month, 7.30pm, in Belstone

Village Hall. We have a wide range of speakers

on a variety of topics.  

 The November meeting will be on ‘Wild

Meadows’ by John Walters on Thursday, 23

November in Belstone Village Hall.  

John is a well known Devon based naturalist,

ecologist, wildlife gardener and author and so

his talk should provide a fascinating insight

into his subject, and as there is no December

meeting, this meeting will also include our

Xmas Raffle along with coffee and mince pies!

With regards to our first meeting of the new

season in September, I am pleased to say it

was very well attended and we all thoroughly

enjoyed listening to Peter Cantrill talk us

through his wonderful array of ‘Unusual

Herbaceous Plants’ which were all for sale at

the end at a remarkable discount for the

evening.  Peter has a lifetime experience in

horticulture and his knowledge is second to

none, specialising in salvias.  He runs a

wholesale nursery ‘Dayspring Plants’ based in

the east of Exeter and supplies plants to the

National Trust gardens amongst others.  A

very well received speaker whom we hope to

hear from again in the future.

Just for information, our 26 October meeting

will be a talk by our Chairman, Keith Badman

on ‘East of Eden - Public Gardens in Australia

and Singapore’ if anyone is interested in

joining us.

Lewdown Past

The Lewdown and area local history group

The History of the 

Forgotten Garden of Lewtrenchard
An illustrated talk by Graham Yeo

The original Holy Well, now in Lewtrenchard

Manor gardens (photo courtesy of

www.forgottengarden.co.uk)

and our (short) AGM, starting 7.30pm

Tuesday 21st November at Stowford

Parish Hall 

Many of you may know this delightful

woodland garden but maybe you would

like to know more about its original

creation by Sabine Baring Gould, in the

early 20th Century and also the work by

local volunteers to restore much of its

charm, including a Holy Well, almost a

century later. Graham has been involved

with the ’Friends of the Forgotten Garden’

fo  a number of years, who are responsible

for the upkeep of this lovely local space.

We are also hoping to welcome

another member to join the committee.

This role is really not at all time-consuming

(we have very few committee meetings)

and primarily would be to help decide how

members would like the programme to

develop. Please think whether you could

help. Visitors are very welcome to our AGM

and refreshments served as usual. Parking

in front of the hall or opposite. Enquiries:

phone Hilary on 01566 783396.
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For sale

Printer - Epson WF 2840 series
Good condition  £20 
Tel: 01837 861754



Event kindly hosted by Barnes Hampton & Littlewood
Cheese kindly donated by Waitrose, Okehampton
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  BRIDESTOWE  

READING  

GROUP 

Our next meeting

will be held on

Thursday 2nd

November

starting at 7.30pm and meeting at 1

Glebe Park. We will be discussing

The House of Spirits by Isabel

Allende.

In one of the most important and

beloved Latin American works of the

twentieth century, Isabel Allende

weaves a luminous tapestry of three

generations of the Trueba family,

revealing both triumphs and

tragedies. 

www.goodreads.com

 New members are always welcome

 01566 783529

 email: neil@neiledgson.com 

If events prevent Alison and Martin

hosting the meeting, everyone will

be contacted and  we will meet at

the pub.



News from Sourton Parish Council
Fireworks Night

See also Poster elsewhere in BASE.

Sourton parish council is holding a Fireworks

Night on 4th November at the Village Hall.

There will be a free BBQ and drinks.  This is the

latest initiative under the Warm Spaces

scheme, that gives grants to provide social

activities that bring the community together.

Any funds raised will go to future events.

It starts at 6pm, with fireworks at 7pm. 

Wrap up warm and come along.

Pet owners please can you keep your pets

indoors at 7pm for 15 mins for the duration of

the firework display.  Many thanks.

Christmas lights

This year we have obtained funds to purchase

some lights to light up the flagpole on the

village green.  The turning on of the lights will

be on 2nd Dec.  There will also be a celebratory

drink and something to eat.  Please do come

and join us.

 If you don’t have enough money to live on

-Support from Devon County Council

The government has made funding available to

local councils so they can offer direct support

to those most in need in their area.  It is called

the Household Support Fund.

The money must be targeted that those people

who are struggling to pay for food, energy,

water bills and other related essentials, and

specifically those households that may not be

eligible for other support  is already available

from the Government.

Contact West Devon Borough Council to find

out more.

Have your say on Council Tax Support

West Devon Borough Council wants to hear

your views on how they plan to help people

most in need pay their council tax as the cost-

of-living crisis continues.

The Council Tax Reduction Scheme is reviewed

every year and you now have six weeks to let

WDBC know what you think about two

proposed changes for 2024-25.

The first change will mean more support for

self-employed residents who are trying to 

grow their own business.  The second aims

to help ease the financial pressures fo

residents with a disability or health condition

which affects how much they can work.

Take part in the online consultation at

counciltaxreductionwestdevon.commonplace.

until 28th November 2023.

On the third Monday..

‘Open Mic ‘ at the
Blue Lion,

Lewdown

Music

starts at

20:00

Bar opens at 17:00

Come along to a friendly and

supportive ‘Open Mic’

Perform or 

just be part of the

audience.

Bring your talent, your

voice, your instrument,

your poetry, your

whatever!

All styles are welcome.

PA supplied.

Dates:

November 20, 

December 18, 

Blue Lion Inn, Lewdown, EX20 4DL

01566 783238
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 For sale...

Women’s motorcycling gear - 

jacket and trousers, size 12-14. 
Excellent quality, hardly worn.

 £50

 Tel: 01837 861560



 It Couldn’t Happen Again, Could It?

by Howard Barkell

It can be interesting to browse through a

Visitors Book just to read the comments

ranging from the banal to the sublime and

several stops in between. One which took my

notice recently was written by a visitor from

Haarlem in Holland. It said, “My English

grandparents lived in Lydford. My mother was

a sister of Peter Bowles whose name is on the

Lydford War Memorial.” Readers might

legitimately ask, “Peter who?” as he was never

widely known in Lydford. 

He was born in Rangoon, Burma where his

father, who was a merchant in the rice

industry, who later moved to India. Peter

joined the Black Watch and while serving with

them in North Africa and the Western Desert

was wounded twice. He was awarded a

commission and transferred to the Sherwood

Foresters Regiment as a Second Lieutenant.

The 14th Battalion took part in the Anzio

landings in Italy in 1944. Peter was killed

during the attempts to break out from that

bridgehead aged just 22.

After returning to this country after Partition in

India his parents lived briefly in the bungalow

called Upalong. His father died in 1951 and is

buried in the churchyard at St. Petroc’s. His

mother returned to her home pastures at

Ealing soon after.

This year marks the eightieth anniversary of

the death of another name on the Lydford War

Memorial. He too had little connection with the

village as far as I have so far ascertained.

Gerald Herbert was the last of three R.A.F. pilot

brothers to be killed on active service.  On

Valentine’s Day 1943 he took off at dusk with

six crew members aboard their heavily laden

Halifax bomber from an airfield near York on a

bombing mission bound for Cologne. Soon

after take off one of the port engines failed

and desperate efforts to make a forced landing

were in vain. All seven crew members lost their

lives.

2023 also marks the eightieth anniversary of

tragedy much closer to home. One might have

hoped that even as early as 06.30 on 1st June it

would be bright and sunny, but no, the

weather was horrible with heavy rain and thick

mist. At that moment an aircraft crashed into

the moor somewhere near Kitty Tor. A

survivor, the pilot, managed to scramble from

the wreckage and reach the West Okement

river below. He followed it and staggered into

Meldon Quarry to raise the alarm. Search

parties accompanied by stretcher bearers,

about 100 men, were soon organised and went

onto the moor into the awful weather having

no clear idea of where the plane came down.

At about 11 o’clock the wreck was found and in

relays the quarrymen carried the co-pilot’s

body and three badly injured crewmen and

one less so back to the quarry. The plane was

an R.A.F. Wellington bomber being delivered

by a crew from 3 Overseas Aircraft Delivery

Unit from Boscombe Down to Gibraltar.

 Christmas Day dawned wet and windy with

the temperature hovering below zero and the

high ground obscured by mist, a typical

Dartmoor day. A U.S.A.F. Flying Fortress which

had been on a Meteorological Survey had been

grounded at R.A.F. St. Eval in Cornwall because

of bad weather at its base, at Cheddington in

Bucks, but when it improved there the captain

decided to head for home. Unfortunately, the

weather here hadn’t changed and although the

plane was flying on instruments it ploughed

into the moor in the vicinity of Gren Tor at

12.15 hours. Because it was on level flight it

ploughed on for three quarters of a mile,

breaking up as it went until coming to rest in

Tigers Marsh. The bomb bay had been

converted to carry extra fuel and as these

tanks ruptured the fuel ignited so that the

plane was completely destroyed. An R.A.F.

Observer was thrown clear and survived. Both

pilot and co-pilot were able to escape from the

cockpit though badly burned, but the other five

crewmen perished. Information about local

involvement varies depending on who told it.

Only three days later an almost identical

accident happened only a mile away on the

same piece of hillside. A group of Liberator

bombers of the U.S. Navy Bomb Squadron

took off from their base at Dunkeswell in east

Devon around midday to attack a group of

German destroyers reported to be in the Bay

of Biscay. After hours of fruitless searching,

they set course for home, ETA 22.20. At 22.35

the Liberator, way off its expected course

home struck the hilltop in level flight in the

vicinity of Slipper Stones, ploughed a furrow

strewing debris and unused
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depth charges across the moor before

plunging down the rocky hillside in the

direction of the West Okement and catching

fire. All ten crew were killed.

As we remember names recorded on local war

memorials this Remembrance Sunday, we

might also give a thought to those brave

aircrew who died in our locality. Last year

unofficial memorials at the site of both

American crashes were replaced by

permanent granite ones. They were flown in

by helicopters from the Royal Navy. The site of

the Wellington crash has never been positively

identified as far as I know.

Thank you

Sincere thanks to the White Hart for hosting

the 2023 Duck Race, and to the village and

people of Bridestowe for their generous

attendance at the event. Further thanks go to

all our race sponsors, helpers, starters, tote

managers, ticket sellers , auctioneers and duck

rescuers.  

Without the whole community coming

together and embracing this event, this would

not have been the fun afternoon and evening

it turned out to be.

 In total with the Duck Race and the Auction of

Promises we have raised for the 2024 Ram

Roast and World Horse Welfare a massive

£1601,07. 

It is very much appreciated and quite

humbling.

Lisa and Paul and the team

Diane Porter

The sad news has reached us that Diane

Porter has died.    She and her husband,

David, were long time residents of Bridestowe

and Sourton and very much involved with

many local activities over many years.    They

moved to Tavistock where David died a few

years ago and now Diane has followed him.

Her funeral will be on Monday, November

6th. at St. Eustachius’s Church, Tavistock at

2.30 p.m.   Everyone is welcome to join the

family for afternoon tea at the West Devon

Club afterwards.

Flowers or donations if wished to Devon Air

Ambulance.

Jenny Reynolds

Come for a chat and enjoy

SOUP, ROLL & CHEESE

Tea/Coffee £6.00

SOURTON VILLAGE HALL

SUNDAYS
5th November & 10th December

12:00 – 2:00pm

In aid of St Thomas à Becket Church
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  Bacon Baps will be

served on  on

Saturday 18th

November from 

10 -12 noon at

Bridestowe Village

Hall.  Again we are holding our session a

week early, this time to accommodate

Treetops’ Christmas Market.  Hopefully Mike

Bidmead will be there and have plenty of

plants for sale.

Declutter before Christmas

Why not book a table and sell any

unwanted items? Charge for a table £2,

These will be set up in the Margaret Moore

Suite. Please contact me if you are

interested.

A. Young 861157

Tavistock Memory Cafe 

provides locally based support and

information to those living with dementia,

their family, carers and friends. Memory

Cafe runs two bookable meetings on the 2nd

& 4th Saturday of each month. 

AM session 11.00-12.30

PM session 14.00-15.30

Trained volunteers greet members old &

new, after an initial chance to chat over tea &

biscuits/cake, carers can join a peer support

group in a separate room, to share

experiences, exchange information or hear

from a guest professional,  always in strict

confidence. Meanwhile those living with

dementia get involved in a variety of

stimulating activities supported by our

volunteers, quizzes, art & craft, live music,

singing & celebratory events are often in the

programme. 

Care & Share sessions are on the 3rd

Thursday of each month providing carers &

family a spell of time for themselves for 1-4

hours  from 10.30-14.30. Those living with

dementia & attending will be involved in a

variety of stimulating activities. 

Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (CST) is a

course of structured theraputic sessions that

are based around a topic with talking, music

& pictures, all leading to a stimulating, fun &

beneficial experience. Run by trained

facilitators. The sessions are for an hour,

once a week over 12 weeks.

For more information visit our website:-

tavistockmemorycafe.co.uk 

 or our Facebook page

 or contact Heather on 07436 008 281

 or email

info@tavistockmemorycafe.co.uk.

Okehampton Writers’ Group 

A friendly peer support group of local writers

sharing support, advice and feedback

With monthly discussion topics, writing

exercises and opportunities to share your

writing this is the perfect supportive space to

ask for advice, share tips and meet like-minded

people.

All abilities are welcome, from complete

beginners to professional writers. With two

groups to choose from there is a session to fit

everyone’s timetable.

The first Tuesday of every month 11am - 1pm at

The London Inn Okehampton

OR

The first Saturday of every month 11am - 1pm

at The Well-Being Cafe Okehampton

Pay £5 on the door or click the donation button

to pay online.

Your first session is free! 

--------------------------------------------

Okehampton Writers Group - Saturday Group

Saturday, November 4, 11:00

Well-Being Cafe • Okehampton

Writers Group Okehampton - Tuesday Group

Tuesday, November 7, 11:00

The London Inn • Okehampton

To find out more, visit our website, Facebook

page or Instagram account

www.moorimaginationwriting.co.uk 
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 Seasoned logs

Small bags £4 or 3 for £10

Large bags £8 or 3 for £20

Free to door delivery in

Bridestowe/Sourton

Call or text Abby on 

   07854 535 684

Lunar cycle for November

  New moon     13th

  First quarter    20th 

  Full moon   27th

Last quarter   6th

There is disagreement over the origin

of November’s beaver moon name.

Some say it comes from Native

Americans setting beaver traps during

this month, while others say the name

comes from the heavy activity of

beavers building their winter dams.

Another name is the frost moon.

  Forest School

Stay and Play Toddler Session

Wednesday 22nd November

2.15pm -3.15pm
All children, birth - 4 years are welcome to join us with their carer for a stay and

play session in our Forest School Area at Bridestowe Primary School

Wellies, coats and waterproofs are essential

The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for Bridestowe Village 

Hall
BaSE has been printed too early to include October’s winner but Tim

Axten was the lucky man in September. 
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If you remember in last month’s BaSE an

invitation was given to readers to express an

opinion on which they have strong views.

Don’t get me started!!
Pre-ripped jeans - what are they about?

Most of my jeans are ripped - but through

wear and tear and the hope that no-one will

notice and I want to get some more wear out

of them. I am ranting about those jeans which

are made with holes in that look like wear and

tear - sometimes so many holes you wonder

how anyone gets their leg in. Apart from the

obvious impracticalities of wearing clothes

that let in drafts, I get irate about what it says

about our civilisation. 

Let’s wreck clothes so that we are fashionable

- what an image to present to those who are

struggling to find enough to eat or keep

themselves warm. 

I imagine workers, perhaps young children, in

sweat shops, paid a pittance to grind the

holes in - or possibly factories full of the dust

created by grinding denim into holes. Or is

the material pre- made? That is, are machines

set up so that the rips are uniformly

produced? Fashions never make much sense

to me (not just my age, always been

bemused) but this one takes the biscuit.

Anyone want any of my cast off jeans to be in

fashion?

Debbie Pritchard

-----------------------------------------------------------------

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

Ten members enjoyed a chat at The Ark in

October. We shall be meeting there again this

month for coffee, cake and a raffle.That will

be on Thursday, November 16th at 10.30. 

Our Christmas lunch is booked for Thursday,

December 7th at 12noon at the White Hart.

Don’t forget that on that day we each bring a

“secret Santa” gift, to a maximum value of £5.

Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551 or

annallan1948@gmail.com

Available free to good home.

(you will need to collect it)

Life Fitness 95Ti  Treadmill

(as used in many gyms) 

Fully functional apart from adjustable
gradient.

Call Peter 07976704320

Manaton and East Dartmoor (MED)

Theatre

MED Theatre’s Christmas Fundraising

Ceilidh! Saturday 25th November.

Winter is fast approaching and we are back

with a Christmas Fundraising Ceilidh again

this year. Come and join us for an evening

full of fun, dancing, and Christmas cheer! It

will be at the Moretonhampstead Parish Hall

with the amazing Moretonhampstead Folk

Orchestra playing and David Faulkner calling

some fun dances for all to enjoy. There will

be a bar and nibbles available for sale, and a

Christmassy raffle (prize donations

welcomed!!). Doors open 6:30pm with the

first dance at 7pm. Tickets available on the

door or online in advance. E-mail

info@medtheatre.co.uk for more info or

head to our website at

www.medtheatre.co.uk/whats-on/

Dartmoor Mothers-Who-Make Bimonthly

group, ‘Mothering, Money and Moor’. Friday

10th November

Mothers Who Make Dartmoor gatherings are

for creative mothers of all ages and

background. Published South West novelist

Tracey Fuller is our guest speaker this

month. Tracey will share her journey through

motherhood and writing. The session will be

interactive, discussing and workshopping

plot lines for her new book. All types of

Makers (professional or passionate) and

Mothers (eg. grand/to be/bereaved) are

invited ~ your children, family, friends are

always welcome in the space. We will be

meeting 10am - 12pm in the MED Theatre

studio, Moretonhampstead. Email

abbystobart@medtheatre.co.uk if you would

like to join. Donations welcomed.
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Sunday Worship for November

Thursday 2nd 

6.30pm   All Souls Services at St Bridget’s

Sunday 5th

9.30am   See Sourton BaSE entry for details

10.30am to 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark.

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s
activities)

Sunday 12th
10.15am   St Bridget’s Church: Remembrance

Day Service

Sunday 19th 

11.00am   Joint service at the Methodist

Church led by Angela Banfield

Sunday 26th 
9.30am    Family Service at St Bridget’s. A few

songs, a bible story and refreshments.

11.00am Morning service at the Methodist

Church led by Dedrie Madders

We live in a day and age when offense is
common, and criticism is the first response so

often. The bible tells us;” Love is patient, love

is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is

not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it

keeps no record of wrongs”. Everyone can say
or do stupid things at times. No one is always

right or knows everything. We’re all a work in

progress! When asked what the greatest

commandment is, Jesus said” love God and

love your neighbour as yourself”. If you are
not someone who believes in God, most of us

would agree that loving our neighbour as

ourselves, (doing to others as we would have
done to us) is a good principal for life. Giving

people the benefit of the doubt is loving your

neighbour. The person you meet that annoys

you may have other circumstances

surrounding them on that day that makes

them say or do those things. Stress of work,

family or other things can affect how we

behave. If we all try not to make our first

response offense or criticism but try to be
calm and understanding, we can make the

world around us a better place for everyone.

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark continues to be open on Tuesdays

and Thursdays, 10am to 12 noon and 2pm

to 4pm.

Tuesday afternoons have developed into an

afternoon of whist. Why not come and try

it?

The regular Coffee Morning will be held on

Saturday 11th November, 10am to 12

noon. Proceeds going to The Salvation

Army Christmas Appeal.

Coffee / Tea/ Biscuits with a cake stall. Do

Come, you will be most welcome.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Remember you can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. Please contact

Brian Maddaford (861402)

The Over 60’s Lunch
will meet on Tuesday

14th November
Meet at 12.15 for lunch

at 12.30pm. You will
need to book in for the

Christmas Lunch
(December 12th) at the November lunch.

As usual apologies to Jennifer   861592 .

Thank you.
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Do you enjoy Alpine

Skiing and prefer a

small social group of

8-10? Then the

Random Schusser

wants you!

For 3 fully organised all

inclusive packages

using mainstream providers, ABTA/ATOL

protected. 

Group bookings share discounts, why pay

full price?

The 2024 season is already on sale. 

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks!  Information:

Gerald@jacksmeadow.co.uk 
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Offers & Events
Back by popular demand our Prix Fixe Menu

Two courses for £19 

or three courses for £24*
 Available Wednesday - Saturday

 12 to 2:30pm
 & Wednesday - Friday

5:30 - 6:30pm,
 Valid 13/9/2023 - 25/11/23

and

17/01/2024 - 24/3/24

Festive party Menu - NOW AVAILABLE
We’ll be offering our Festive Party Menu

for parties of 6 people or more to treat
yourselves to a delicious dining experience

on Dartmoor.

£29 per person for two courses or
£36 per person for three courses.

Winter Opening Hours

From the 1st October sees the return of our

longer Sunday lunch service, so we will be
serving our awesome Sunday roasts

between 12 to 4pm, the bar and restaurant
will then close at 5pm.

We will also be closed every Monday and
Tuesday

For all our offers and the terms and
conditions please visit:-

www.bearslakeinn.com/offers

01837 861334

Bridestowe Village Hall

Pool Hill, Bridestowe, EX20 4EW
The hall is a fantastic facility, that can

be used for a wide range of events,
from small meetings to large scale

wedding receptions and parties.

 The venue is divided into a number of
units, including meeting rooms,

kitchen and a large hall which can be
hired out separately. Also the venue
can be hired in its entirety.
The hire charges are reviewed

annually and there is a special

discount scheme for local residents
(within a 4 mile radius of

Bridestowe).Please contact the
Bookings Clerk for more information

Esther Winter     Mob: 07946 992200
Visit the website

www.bridestowe.org.uk/village-hall to

see prices and view the calendar for
availability.



Experience the sights, sounds

and smells of a traditional

craft in action as some of the

best blacksmiths in the

country gather at Finch

Foundry to compete and

create.

What is St Clement’s Day at Finch Foundry?

Every year Finch Foundry open the forge to

welcome blacksmiths from near and far to

celebrate the feast day of St Clement, the

patron saint of blacksmiths. Originally a

holiday for blacksmiths, it’s now an excuse to

gather and share their skills and stories from

the year. You’re invited to come along and

experience this traditional celebration.

When will St Clement’s Day be?

St Clement’s Day will take place on Saturday

25 November. Drop in any time between

11am and 4pm, free entry for all, no booking

required.

What will there be to see?

Blacksmiths will be making use of the indoor

and outdoor forges to show off their skills.

There will also be the annual Great Snail Race

where blacksmiths compete to see who can

forge a ‘Sticklepath Snail’ in the shortest time.

This metal snail, made from a metal bar 20cm

by 1cm, needs to be free standing and

complete with shell, head and antennae.

Brace yourself for the firing of the anvil, which

is thought to date back to medieval times, a

little gunpowder is poured into the ‘hardy hole’

of the anvil and ignited to create a bang.

There will also be traditional music and

dancing throughout the day.

Will dogs be allowed?

Dogs are welcome on leads. Please be aware

that it can get very loud inside the forge when

the machinery is working.

Car parking

Free parking is available at Finch Foundry.

Access to the car park is restricted - 2.3m high

and 2m wide (7’ 5” x 6’ 5”). There may be

parking available on the road through the

village for larger vehicles.

Will there be food and drink?

There is no longer a tea-room at Finch

Foundry. However, there are some local places

in the village that can provide tasty

refreshments.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/devon/finch-

foundry/st-clements-finch-foundry-spotlight

-event

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Live music at The Wharf..
Oh What A Night – The New Jersey Boys  
Sunday 19th November 7:30pm

The music of Frankie Valli and the Four

Seasons, plus tributes to Showaddywaddy and

other musical legends.

Back by overwhelming public demand, the hit

show which continues to play to sell-out

audiences and standing ovations throughout

the U.K.

The choreographed show, featuring the

amazing falsetto voice of Einar Vestman and

the humour of all round entertainer Gary

Gould, guarantees an evening of fast moving

entertainment with superb harmonies,

stunning solo spots and light comedy?

As well as all the hits from the Four Seasons,

the packed two-set programme includes

tributes to other legendary performers such as

Elton John, Freddie Mercury and Tina Turner.

This is an unmissable show for which early

booking is recommended.

Tickets

From 6pm on the night £22.00

In advance £20.00

Box Office: 01822 611166

Iron snail art, made in the forge at Finch

Foundry | © National Trust Images/Mel Peters

The Bridestowe Volunteer Group

The group will meet on Saturday 28th

October when they will mount an attack on

weeds.

 They’ll meet again on Saturday 26th

November at 9.30am at the cemetery gates. 

New faces are always welcome.   
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Movie Watch - October 2023 

We’ve not seen three films in a single month at

the New Carlton since those halcyon pre-Covid

days. Government restrictions imposed at that

time meant the cinema had to close, for what

proved to be 14 months.

They reopened with the superb, Oscar-winning

Nomadland but generally speaking things

have remained fairly subdued since.

We didn’t quite make it to three films last

month either, but we got closer than we had

since March 2020, the final month prior to

closure, when we saw Parasite, Emma and

The Invisible Man.

The third title on our October list (Killers of

the Flower Moon) opened around the same

time as the BaSE copy date, so will have to

keep until next month. However, the two films

we did see were both noteworthy and can be

confidently recommended. 

The Great Escaper stars Michael Caine and, in

what proved her final film, Glenda Jackson. It

tells the true story of 89-year-old war veteran

Bernard Jordan who went missing from his

care home, to attend the 70th anniversary

celebrations of the Normandy D-Day landings.

Caine has lost none of his timing, razor-sharp

wit and screen presence. He is predictably

excellent as Jordan but, if anything, is upstaged

by Jackson who plays his mischievous wife,

Irene. I’m not sure she actually has the better

lines, but she certainly gets more than her

share of laughs. 

Irene is in on the deceit, of course, in that she

knows exactly where Bernard has gone.

However she keeps up the pretence long

enough to enable him to catch a cross-channel

ferry, while pretending to the carers he’s just

popped out for an early-morning walk.

Special mention should also be made of

Danielle Vitalis, terrific as Irene’s young care

worker, Adele. But this is all about two giants

of the cinema screen who leave you wanting

more. Given the quality of their respective back

catalogues, one hesitates to suggest that the

sum of the parts exceeds the respective

components, but the two of them together

unquestionably create something very special.  

Maybe not an exceptional film, but two

exceptional performances. Recommended.

Remarkably, the following week delivered

another film featuring a virtuoso performance

by a much-loved screen veteran. Maggie Smith

is 88 (and consequently a full 18 months

younger than Caine), but can surely also lay

claim to ‘national treasure’ status.

She stars in The Miracle Club, a low-budget,

comedy-drama that follows a group of 1960’s

working-class Dublin women who make a

coach trip to Lourdes. It’s painfully contrived,

with an ending so predictable you could see it

coming a mile off, but nevertheless represents

an enjoyable diversion and a pleasant way to

pass a couple of hours.

The three women (Maggie Smith, Kathy Bates

and Agnes O’Casey) enter a talent contest to

win the trip to Lourdes, in order to visit the

town’s healing springs. All three have ailments

they hope will be cured by exposure to the

healing waters.

They are joined on the excursion by Chrissie

(Laura Linney), returning to Ireland from the

US, 20 years after being forced away, due to

the outrage provoked by an out-of-wedlock

pregnancy.

The film features some enjoyable

performances supported, certainly to my

untrained ear, by a series of credible accents,

despite none of the lead actors being Irish.

However I’d suggest the star turn is actually

Laura Linney. Despite a stack of Golden Globe

and Emmy Awards, I admit to knowing little of

her work prior to her outstanding portrayal of

Wendy Byrde in Ozark, but she’s very good

here.

We’ll assess Killers of the Flower Moon next

month but it’s an early front-runner for Best

Picture honours at the 2024 Oscars. A Western

crime-drama (and so not especially compelling

to either of us) but a Scorsese production,

starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Robert De

Niro, so worthy of serious
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consideration. We shall report back.

The ‘Coming Soon’ page on the New Carlton

website is still dominated by their discounted

‘Big Movie Deal’ proposition, so if the likes of

The Shining (1980), The Addams Family

(1991) and Casper (1995) appeal, you’ll find

attractive prices, combining admission with

discounted food. Check the cinema website for

details.

The most heavily-promoted of the November

launches will be Napoleon, the latest epic

from director Ridley Scott. This is scheduled for

release on 22nd November. Wonka, Ferrari,

Next Goal Wins and One Life will follow over

the next couple of months. We’ll have a look at

them when the reviews appear.

Hopefully, as the evenings draw in and the

offering at the New Carlton becomes more

attractive, we can revert to the original

intention of these pages and concentrate

primarily on cinema. 

In the meantime, however, a few observations

on small screen output. 

The largest TV audience last month was

attracted by Strictly Come Dancing on BBC1

with 8.2m, ahead of The Great British Bake

Off on Channel 4 (7.3m). I can’t offer much

personal insight on either of those, but my

adviser suggests the former show, while still

watchable, is starting to look distinctly tired. 

A couple of BaSE issues ago, I mentioned that

the BAFTA Awards had been presented by an

ebullient lady called Alison Hammond, a new

name and face to me. Well, more fool me. It

transpires she has appeared on Big Brother,

This Morning, Strictly Come Dancing, I’m a

Celebrity, The Great British Bake-Off and

many more besides. I promise to pay more

attention in future.

Meanwhile we’ve just finished watching the

new 4-part documentary, Beckham, which has

already delivered the largest Netflix audience

of the year, by some distance. The series

launched on 4th October with 3.8m viewers.

The second episode has, to date, attracted a

very decent 2.9m and continues to grow. I’m

no lover of all that Brand Beckham nonsense,

but would have to say they both (David in

particular) come across extremely well.

Elsewhere a thumbs-up to Payback, an ITV

crime thriller, together with a special mention

to Soldier, a five-part BBC documentary with

exclusive Army access, inside Britain’s biggest

garrison.

Oh and Big Brother is back, now on ITV2,

should any readers be remotely interested.

David Harrison

October 2023

Transformation

 Hatha Yoga
with Paul Beard

All abilities welcome including

beginners

Includes guided relaxation

 Develop outer and inner

strength, peace of mind,

positivity and resilience
A new 5- week course starts on

Thursdays

16th November- 14th December
at Sourton Village Hall, 6 - 7.30pm

£8 per class if paying weekly and for

new students’ first class.

£35 for course if paid at start

 To book or find out more, please

contact 

Paul on 01409 23130

4email: paulbeard@btinternet.com
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Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

October to March

Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm   Open all

year round (except Christmas Day, Boxing

Day and New Year’s Day).



News from Lydford Gorge

National Trust 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

As we head into winter the rangers will again be

busy with tree safety work, path maintenance,

rock face inspections, bridge surveys, and all the

essential work they must get finished over

winter. The Devil’s Cauldron platform will be

taken up to prevent it being damaged by flood

debris. They will also look at steps, handrails,

and path edging. So there’s lots to keep them

out of trouble. We’d like to ask that you continue

to keep dogs on a short lead and out of the river

to help protect the gorge and keep everyone

safe.

Now that we have moved into our winter period,

please check the weather before you visit.

During periods of high wind and rainfall trees

may drop branches or fall over making it

hazardous to walk in the gorge. We may also

have to shut sections of path for safety and

maintenance work over winter, please check the

website for updates and follow directions on

site, thanks.

Some fun facts from the autumn apple trail

Crab apples are the small apples that can be

found growing wild. All other apple varieties are

descended from these wild apples. It’s possible

that the name ‘crab’ apple might have come

from the word ‘crabbed’ meaning ‘the crooked

walk of a crab’. Being disagreeable, bad

tempered, or crooked is now known as being

‘crabby’. The fruit has a disagreeable sour taste

and wild apple trees tend to grow twisted and

crooked. Both reasons to call the tree ‘crabby’.

I’m sure you all know the old saying, ‘an apple a

day keeps the doctor away’. But do you know

why? Apples are high in vitamin C, vitamin B6,

riboflavin, and thiamin which help your body to

fight disease. Apples are high in fibre, including

pectin, which keeps your digestive system

healthy and can reduce the risk of heart disease,

stroke and diabetes. Apples contain minerals

such as calcium, potassium and phosphorus

needed for a healthy body. Apples contain no

fat, sodium, or cholesterol which can be harmful

to your body.

We’ll be feeding the birds through the winter

from the bird hide again this year and topping

up the feeders around 3 times a week. It’s well

worth taking a cuppa and seeing what turns up,

let us know if you see anything interesting.

We’d still love to take any book donations over

winter. Please get in touch by email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk or call

01822 820320 and leave a message so we can

get back to you. We can arrange a suitable time

for a drop off or we can also collect.

Opening Times until 15 March 2024

The waterfall trail and railway path will be open

for walks during daylight hours.

All other facilities, including the toilets, will be

closed.

The rest of the gorge trails are closed over

winter for safety and essential maintenance

work. This can include tree work, path work and

rock face inspections, so please do not pass any

locked gates.

We plan to reopen from Saturday 16 March

2024. However, the river path is unlikely to open

with the rest of the gorge.

Please check the website for updates -

nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge 

Email: lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk Tel:

01822 820320 

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt 

Registered Charity Number 205846

Supporting individuals
with all their concerns,
historic and current. 

West Devon
Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom
Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 
For more information or to book a FREE 20
minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  
Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting
soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that
someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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       Play, Snack, Craft           Stories and Singing

Springfields Residential Home & Springfield Park – Bridestowe

We are hiring!
Springfields is a wonderful “Home from Home” Residential Home in the beautiful setting of the

village of Bridestowe just outside Okehampton.  It is set on the edge of the rolling hills of

Dartmoor and is steeped in history and character.  Long been a family run home, Springfields

has recently come under the new ownership of best friends and business partners 

Dr Arul Neel and Dr Sharath Jaiprakash.

The long established, caring, and loyal team along with the Doctors are looking to expand their

workforce and bring additional members to their work family.

We are currently looking to hire care staff who would like to work in an environment which is

supportive, friendly and limitlessly rewarding.  The rate of pay is £11.50.  The hours available

are variable and work either on day shifts which are 7-2pm or 2-9pm, or evening/night shifts

which are 4.30pm-midnight or 9-7am.  

Whether you have experience or not, if you have a nature which is kind, hardworking and ready

to learn then we would love to hear from you for further consideration.  Our highly

experienced team will provide training and career progression will always be supported.  

Please contact us on 01837 861430 for further details or

email contact@springfields-bridestowe.co.uk
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Bridestowe Parish Council news

The council has responded to the Town

Meadow application 2861/23/FUL and a full

copy of their response follows. We were

advised to refer to planning policies  when

putting forward our comments.

‘Bridestowe Parish Council strongly believes

that it is crucially important that any proposed

housing development within the village should

create a positive legacy for future generations.

It has significant concerns that this proposed

development on a green field site clearly fails

to do so.

The council’s response closely reflects the

views expressed at the recent public meeting

in Bridestowe, attended by 64 parishioners,

believed to be the largest attendance at a

public meeting in over 40 years in the parish.

The strength of local opinion, that these

proposals are grossly inappropriate was

reflected by the fact that not one of the

attendees spoke in favour of the proposals.

These proposals were strongly and

passionately rejected by the parishioners

present at the meeting and also informally by

others in many conversations within the village.

 

The council is very sceptical about the

thoroughness of the public consultation

commissioned by the developer. 

Our response references the Joint Local Plan,

(JLP), Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood

Plan (NP) and Neil Pope’s Appeal decision of

3/4/23.

1. Local context and quality of design

        i) Impact of the Development

NP  Policy H5 states:

Applications for new development will be

supported provided they meet the following

criteria:

f) It protects individuals and property from

overlooking and loss of privacy, overshadowing

and overbearing impacts, and unreasonable

noise and disturbance

JLP DEV 10:

‘Housing developments should be designed to be

integrated with the adjacent developments and

not appear to be an unrelated addition to the rest

of the town, village and neighbourhood.

The addition of so many dwellings (16 single

storey) to an existing modern development

would result in an estate comprising 52

houses, which would be overbearing and

disproportionate in size and housing mix in a

village with the size and character of

Bridestowe. 

Neil Pope, the Inspector appointed to give

judgement on the appeal decision on the

previous scheme commented that:

 ‘.... the proposed layout and single storey nature

of so many of the proposed buildings would be

akin to the type of suburban housing estates that

were ‘bolted on’ to some villages in the past and

which detract from the distinctiveness and

integrity of settlements.  The appeal scheme

would be an inappropriate response to the local

context and would detract from the quality of the

local environment.”

This criticism remains valid as regards this

scheme.

  ii) Density causing cramping

The original scheme proposed 24 units; this

has been increased  to 28. The increase in 

numbers of houses raises immediate concern

that to achieve the total there must be a

degree of cramping and attendant reduction

in quality as well as attendant risk of noise

nuisance from closely spaced properties.

Cramping is evident when comparing the

proposed layout in the first proposal for this

site with the current proposal.

 

  iii) Lack of diversity failing to deliver locally

distinctive design

       The inappropriate number of bungalows

(16)  does not meet the requirements of JLP

SO9.7 by “Protecting and enhancing the local

distinctiveness and the historic character of the

smaller towns and key villages,  nor of JLP DEV

20.4 by “delivering locally distinctive design.”

Neil Pope cautioned against creating a large

area of ‘homogenous new development’

(para24) .

Also it is clear there has been no reference to

the Village Design Statement.  NP Appendix VI

 2. Affordable housing

JLP SPT 2.4 states:

Have a good balance of housing
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types and tenures to support a range of

household sizes, ages and incomes to meet

identified housing needs

The PC recognises the need for affordable

housing in the community however the

application proposes that the affordable

housing will comprise solely of two-bedroom

dwellings. With an increase in the number of

growing families, there is a recognised need

for 3 bedroomed homes.

So this development fails to meet the

requirement that it should provide ..

A mix of housing sizes, types and tenure

appropriate to the area and as supported by

local housing evidence should be provided, to

ensure that there is a range of housing,

broadening choice and meeting specialist needs

for existing and future residents. JLP Dev 8.1

.

The PC is committed to encouraging young

families to remain in the village, rather than

looking for a larger dwelling elsewhere, as

their children grow older. It concurs with the

JLP’s opinion,

 “Given the age profile of the ‘Thriving Towns and

Villages,’it will also be important to maintain a

strong core of young working age families that

can provide solid foundations from which to

build our future economic growth and secure our

rural services and facilities.” JLP (6.32 p258)

The PC welcomes WDBC’s reassessment of

housing need as the 2016 HNS  can no longer

be considered an accurate reflection of

current need.

As the Joint Local Plan states, ‘Affordable

housing should be indistinguishable from other

homes on the site, reflecting the type of housing

on the development as a whole’. JLP DEV 10.3

The affordable housing is to be confined to

one area within the development and will be

clearly distinguishable from the open market

dwellings.  An integrated solution would be a

far better outcome, creating a more

acceptably balanced social mix across the

whole development. (NP Table on p34. 1(a)

and 1(b)).

The Council is concerned too that in the

current economic climate should the

development fail the financial viability test,

developers may renege on their promise to

provide all nine affordable units.

3. Access

JLP SO9.5 states:

To enable the development of new homes,

jobs and community infrastructure sufficient

to meet the local needs of the sustainable

villages identified in the area and the village

networks they serve. This will be achieved

through:

 ‘Responding positively to rural travel patterns

through innovation and investment.SO9.5. JLP

The NP H7 states:

All new development should:

b) demonstrate a safe and suitable access to the

site for all people and not cause a significantly

adverse impact on the local road network that

cannot be managed or mitigated; and

c) where feasible, discourage on street parking.

NP Policy H7 Transport and Accessibility.

 Increased congestion in the village persists.

Car ownership is essential in a rural

community with poor public transport. With

the absence of public transport from and to

Bridestowe village, travel patterns will

continue to revolve around cars for the

foreseeable future. There is already intense

on-street parking pressure on roads within the

Town Meadow estate, resulting in a safety risk

and poor residential amenity. Access to the

new phase involves 90 degree corners

creating a chicane-like effect with single

passing.

 Inevitably the proposed  28 homes will only

exacerbate the problem. The number of

vehicles in use within the development will, in

all likelihood exceed the allowance within the

plan and create an unacceptable burden on

the infrastructure and residents.

The single point of access for a scheme of 28

houses will lead to greater congestion, without

the   added burden of home delivery services,

utility vehicles, etc .

    The absence of pavements in the new

development is a concern. In the Planning

Statement the National Planning Policy

Guidance is cited recognising the need ‘for

safe and suitable access to the
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site and to create safe and secure layouts

which minimise conflicts between traffic and

cyclists and pedestrians’ NPPG para 108 and

110 . The predicted 7 primary children and 4

secondary children will have no dedicated

pathway despite the claim of provision of

‘footpath connectivity.’ 

4. Flooding

NP H8 states:

Development should be located away from

areas at risk of flooding, and flood measures

are included in the development to ensure

that flood risk in surrounding areas is not

increased in accordance with existing policies.

NP H8

There is extensive local knowledge regarding

the poor drainage of the development site

which suffers from localised flooding. With

two small rivers, Crandford Brook and the

River Lew running though the village the

threat of flooding has always been taken

seriously. The village, in the foothills of

Dartmoor, is prone to flash flooding off the

moor and these rivers can very rapidly

become torrents, as the significant flooding

history of the village bears testament. 

Neil Pope listed the increased risk of flooding

as his third main issue in his report.

5. Surface water drainage/ sewerage

The large attenuation pond designed to

accommodate run off is a source of concern.

It will require considerable continuing

maintenance to keep it from silting up or

becoming overgrown with invasive species

such as parrot feather. It is proposed that the

pond ‘will be retained under the private

ownership of the appointed management

company who will be responsible for its

future operation and maintenance in

perpetuity’. The PC is concerned that the cost

is likely to be considerable and will be borne

by residents.  It could be an unreasonable

burden on all residents, but more so on those

living in the affordable homes. 

Parishioners are concerned that children will

need to be protected from what they consider

to be a potential drowning hazard.

JLP p302

‘Discharges of surface water flows to the

combined sewer should be avoided as they

can increase the risk of pollution of the water

environment through releases from

combined sewer overflows which in turn can

have impacts on the water quality, especially

bathing waters.  

In 2022, this sewer storm overflow spilled 165

times for a total of 2101.71 hours, discharging

into the River Lew. (Ref: The Rivers Trust)

There have been problems with Bridestowe’s

main sewer for many years with ‘back ups’

and the added burden of an extra 28

properties is going to put greater pressure on

what is generally deemed an inadequate

provision.

6. Impact on a designated heritage asset

NP EH6 states:

In accordance with national policy the potential

impact of the development proposal on a

heritage asset and its setting should be fully

assessed. The relevant historic environment

record should have been consulted as a

minimum requirement. Due regard should be

given to the list of non designated heritage

assets which has been compiled by the

communities.

Neil Pope draws attention to the fact that the

site lies within the setting of a  C15th century

Grade II listed church and suggests the

English Heritage might wish to express a view

on the proposals.

7. Method of Construction Statement

The PC was appalled that Leander

Developments have decided to route all

construction traffic through the village,

reneging on their promise to construct a

temporary access route off the old A30. 

 The plan is to use vehicles of only up to 7.5t.

Due to the amount of construction materials

required, this would result in an extremely

high number of vehicle movements and the

logistical problems posed by having to bring

articulated vehicles carrying roof trusses

through the village would be inconceivable.

The Council would like to make clear that

Town Meadow was included as a site for

housing development by the Neighbourhood

Plan solely because outline permission had
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already been granted; it could not be

excluded. The local referendum on desirable

sites for development, part of the extensive

consultation for the Plan, put this site at the

bottom of the list in terms of desirability.

Bridestowe Parish Council would be grateful if

WDBC council would take their comments into

consideration when appraising this

application. It believes these reflect accurately

the wishes of the community.

 We would welcome the opportunity to meet

with a representative of the planning

department on site to illustrate our points at

first hand.

________________________________________________

 The next full PC meeting will be held on

Wednesday 15th November at 7.30pm in

The Ark, Methodist Church

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 

4 Trescote Way, Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. 

Tel: 01837 861244. and Email:

bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Do you feel 20mph is plenty as a speed limit throughout Bridestowe village? The Parish Council is

considering it. Councillor Caroline Mott  has spoken to a local estate agent who is willing to

support the cost of signage. To be able to move forward we would need confirmation that

residents are willing to have the signs displayed from their property as they will need to be

moved periodically.

Please let the PC clerk know if you are interested in playing a role.

LYDFORD FOXES AFC
Sessions for 5-8year olds
Our fun and exciting session for our popular”Fox Cubs” have recommenced.
Sessions run at Lydford Sports Field, EX20 4BE, every Saturday, 9am -
10am.
This small, friendly local youth football club with a strong family feel, offers
fun training sessions to focus on the development of skills for the game of football.
 To register your interest, please contact us:
play@lydfordfoxes.com or www.lydfordfoxes.com or call 07792 906 608
Lydford Foxes currently have U10s and U16s playing in the Adrenalin Devon & Junior Minor
League, as well as the U18s that are focussing on a pathway to lead into training and playing
with nearby local adult team, FC Tavyside.

New advertiser..
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SOURTON CHURCH NEWS 

Harvest

Thank you to all those who helped to make

our Harvest celebrations enjoyable. The

collection was sent to Farm Community

Network.

FUTURE EVENTS
SOUP LUNCHES 

Do come and support our monthly soup

lunch on NOVEMBER 5th . 

Enjoy a friendly get- together and a bowl of

warming Soup with bread and cheese and

fruit and a cup of tea or coffee  in the parish

hall from 12- 2p.m. 

Future Dates will be 

December 10th, January 14th, February

11th, and March 10th

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Our Service of Remembrance will be at

10.45 a.m.on November12th when wreaths
will be placed at the war memorial.

Our CHRISTINGLE SERVICE will be on

December 3rd at 4 p.m. when we look

forward to welcoming the children from

Treetops  performing their Nativity Play and

also raise funds for the CHILDRENS

SOCIETY.

SERVICES for NOVEMBER

November 5th         Holy Communion at

9.30 a.m.
November 12th       Remembrance Service

at 10.45 a.m.

November 19th        service at Bridestowe

November 26th        Morning Prayer at 9.30

a.m.

Jenny Batten

Sourton Lottery

results

July

1st    Mel Leonard

2nd   James Ewen

3rd    Alan Jewell

September

1st    Malcom Harris

2nd   Linda Jewell

3rd    Mel Leonard

August

1st     J Scutt

2nd   Neil Ley

3rd    Ken Hobbs

October

1st    Ivor Pellow

2nd   Linda Cole

3rd    Paul Alford

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all
occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular venue for

special events such as wedding receptions,
birthday parties, concerts, family parties and

wakes following funerals.  It is also an ideal
function venue for conferences, meetings,

training seminars and exercise classes.
The hall has good facilities; it offers a large hall

that can seat 120 and 220 standing
comfortably; a well appointed kitchen that has

recently been refurbished and  a small meeting
room . There is a male, female and disabled

toilet off the main hall. Outside there is a patio
to the right hand side of the hall and this is

often used to have a covered bar. 

The hall has disabled /wheelchair access with
ramped entrances. There is a small area to the

front of the village hall for parking but often

extra parking can be made available for a large

function on request.

For prices and to book contact Paul Alford
07799 778 779  Alison Ewen  07990 981 826

Visit the website to see prices and view the
calendar for availability

 www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk      

 Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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P.S. Electrical
Spears Fishleigh
Sanctuary Lane

Hatherleigh EX20 3LH

All electrical work undertaken

Office 01837 8811112

Mob: 07792 163156

Email:

Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 
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Apple Juicing Service

Have you got too many apples?

We can crush, press and sterilise the

juice from those unwanted apples and
bottle it.

We can use bottles with a screw top

lid that you provide  or 

we can supply new bottles.

Call 01566 783266 for further
information.

 George Bellamy

Woolacott Farm

Lewdown

L Knight Event Catering 

Weddings - Parties - Wakes -
Holiday Cottage Catering -

Corporate Events and
Meetings. 

Large and Small events catered
for with bespoke menus to
suite every catering need. 

Full staffed service or Delivery
only also available 

Please call Leanne on 
07706 767 831

New advertiser..

TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     
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THE VILLAGE VALET
CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of

vehicles
Competitive rates offering a

range of services
No job too big or small 

Email:
Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341

Professional Dog Groomer
Susannah - Sourton

07930 303760

Services
Grooming 

 • Bath and brush
 • Pet Groom

 • Breed Standard groom
 • Hand Stripping

  • De-shedding
 •  Puppy intro

  • Ear Cleaning

          • Nail Clipping

Other Services
• Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning

Noise-free  Motion-free

Stress-free

• Emmett Technique Therapy for Dogs

Light touch muscle release

Soft tissue relaxation
Relieve discomfort, improve movement,

flexibility and overall well-being

For further details, please visit my website:
www.thegroomingsanctuary.co.uk

The Grooming Sanctuary



For all things
Usborne

For more
information on

Usborne books, please contact:
Jackie Butler,   Independent
Usborne Organiser 

 07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    
Find me on Facebook  -  Elsie’s Book
Corner
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Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 

12 - 3pm       5pm - close

Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open

all day from 12 midday

Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs Fish &

chips with peas and

bread and butter

£6.95

 Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 

Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318

         Food times

Home-cooked food served  

Monday - Saturday 

 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 9pm 

Sunday

12 -2pm and 6pm - 8pm

(last orders at 7.45pm)

Recycling

old duvets..
  If you

have any

unwanted
clean, non feather duvets that

you would like me to transform

into pet beds….. could you
kindly contact me on

07855-830668, I can then make

arrangements for their collection.

Quiz night on

Wednesday 8th

November, 7.30pm for

8pm start

In aid of the Royal

British Legion

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758



Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 
BOASLEY CROSS

We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes
from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £14 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £18 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage
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BLISS NAILS

Manicures, pedicures, nail

extensions 

Call or message for an

appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD
IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

FOR SALE

Strawberry plants and a large selection of great value

perennial plants  PLUS preserves.

Come to the Potting Shed at Grantlands, at Thorndon Cross.

Follow signs from the A3079 at Thorndon Cross

Tel: Jenny 01837 861837

LOCAL  PLUMBER             

 Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:  01566 783562 

07984 812807



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing
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SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann
Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

MOOR
  INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

6, East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS          01837 748218    www.moorifa.co.uk
NO UPFRONT FEES     NO OBLIGATION  HIGHLY COMPETITIVE

PENSIONS l INVESTMENTS l PROTECTION L ESTATE PLANNING & INHERITANCE
TAX l TRUSTS l BESPOKE INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Moor Independent Financial advisers Limited is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 

ValidPath Ltd is registered on the FCA register under Reference Number 197107



moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

BaSE  Page  30

SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

New advertisers



The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you. We

pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,                call 01837 658696      

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST   Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  
Tel. 01837 861478             Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 
 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car  Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566
783418

Email:fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

For sale
Locally made hedgehog houses.If you’re interested in
 buying one, please get in contact.
01837 861604

Bramhill Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    Alister Polhill: 07518 908876
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Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG) Gas boiler replacement and
repair   Landlord certificates Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction
No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and

shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied                Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown Tel: 07881 288093

NAILZBYLOTTIE Custom made press on nails
@Nailzbylottie +447743367874

@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

    Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”
Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade
designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more. Contact us now for
a copy of our current catalogue.
For orders and enquiries:       Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk   1A

Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references. To enquire, please

contact Belinda     07534 711357 

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming    Hedge trimming Digging and planting Leaf
clearing Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating Over 20 years experience
Call Richard on 01837 861220 
or mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your business out

of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the entrepreneur’s

trap? I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently. My name is Chris Heron. and I offer

Virtual PA and Business Administration Support. I’m passionate about supporting
small businesses and in particular. women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

Tel: 01837 214667 Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under

firm reference number 624563. Envoy House, 61

Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up
repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured

against it.

Molyneux

Associates

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.
Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

BAKER’S BUILDING

Telephone: 01837 861 509

  07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY

Sales, service,  repairs & parts Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges  Tel: 07591 655072        Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

River Walks House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience Dogs, cats, small animals to 
small holdings and special needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and 

cleaning available Please call Louise on         07968698641

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT
preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

EDZ Valeting service - Car, van or whatever you have for valeting -

collection and delivery service. Prices from £25 - £45 01837 861604 BaSE  Page  34

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    



Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP
Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check our

website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery,UPVC, timber &

aluminum supplied and fitted,Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019 www.okehamptonglass.com
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Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 or ali.young53@btinternet.com
(please put BaSE in the subjectline)
Deadline around 25th of the month but can be flexible! It’s always worth getting in
contact after the date. The newsletter can be read online via the Bridestowe website, just
follow the link for BaSE.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree
pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for November

Thursday 2nd 7.30pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Treetops AGM

7.30pm, 1 Glebe Park, Reading Group
Sunday 5th 12 - 2pm, Sourton Village Hall, Soup, Roll & Cheese

Monday 6th 6pm onwards, The Castle Inn, Lydford, Fireworks
Wednesday 8th 7.30pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of Royal British Legion

Saturday 11th 10am - 12 noon, The Ark, Coffee morning for charity

Tuesday 14th 12.15 for 12.30pm, The Ark, Over 60’s lunch
Wednesday 15th 7.30pm, The Ark, Methodist Church, PC meeting

Thursday 16th 10.30am, The Ark, Thursday Morning Group, Coffee

 6pm - 7.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, new Hatha Yoga course
Saturday 18th 10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps PLUS a

table top sale
Sunday 19th 7.30pm, The Wharf, New Jersey Boys
Monday 20th 8pm, Blue Lion, Lewdown, Open Mic Night
Tuesday 21st 7.30pm, Stowford Parish Hall, Lewdown Past

Wednesday 22nd 2.15pm - 3.15pm, Bridestowe Primary School, Forest School
Stay and Play Toddler Session

Thursday 23rd 7.30pm, Belstone Village Hall, North Dartmoor Garden Club -
a talk, ‘Wild Meadows’

7pm for 7.30pm, Lydford Village Hall, Call My Bluff
Saturday 25th 9.30am, Cemetery gates, Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

10am - 3pm Bridestowe Village Hall, Treetops Christmas 

Market
11am - 4pm, Finch  Foundry, Sticklepath


