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If you would like to help put up
and/or decorate the tree, we are
aiming for 11.30am. Please meet us
by the bus stop.

Wishing you all a very happy 
Christmas and New Year

The Ark
Cakes, Coffee and

Paintings
Saturday 3rd December

10 to 12
Fundraising for Ukraine
Donations gratefully

received including cakes
Original paintings by various

artists from Devon and
Cornwall     (see page 3)



The Vicar writes...

Another year has flown past and here we are

approaching Christmas already. The days are

getting shorter, colder and wetter, and the

memory of summer is fading fast which may

be just as well. The old fashioned hot summer

we have been pining for for decades turned

out to be a couple of weeks of sunny weather

that we weren’t allowed to enjoy because of

the climate change guilt and the impending

incineration of the planet, coupled with the

health warnings to stay indoors. For those of

us who did venture out it was too hot to do

anything anyway and after being savaged by

swarms of military grade horse flies, were

only too glad to get back indoors.

At least we will be able to celebrate Christmas

this year before it’s turned into Winterval,

Christmas Trees become Trees of Light, and

Nativity scenes are banned for being

offensive to other religions. The Christmas

story itself has many layers of meaning from

a simple account of the birth of a child to the

mythology of the hero or the psychology of

hope in darkness. 

It is also the story of God making himself

known to the world as Jesus Christ. Although

the biblical stories of the birth of Jesus

contain some incredulous elements like

angels appearing all over the place, it does

seem to be rooted in history; Bethlehem is a

real place, the Roman Empire at that time

was ruled by Caesar Augustus and the

Governor of Syria was Quirinius and there

was a census just as the biblical account

records.

We know Jesus was a real person. There is

more historical evidence for the life of Jesus

than there is for Julius Caesar, including

written sources outside of the Bible. Even the

sources from the historians of the time attest

to the fact he was considered a wise teacher

and that he was crucified. His followers

claimed he performed miraculous acts and

believed he rose from the dead.

This quote attributed to James Francis sums

up his life:

“He was born in an obscure village, the child of a

peasant. He grew up in another village, where he

worked in a carpenter shop until he was 30.

Then, for three years, he was an itinerant

preacher.

He never wrote a book. He never held an office.

He never had a family or owned a home. He

didn’t go to college. He never lived in a big city.

He never travelled 200 miles from the place

where he was born. He did none of the things

that usually accompany greatness. He had no

credentials but himself.

He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion

turned against him. His friends ran away. One of

them denied him. He was turned over to his

enemies and went through the mockery of a

trial. He was nailed to a cross between two

thieves. While he was dying, his executioners

gambled for his garments, the only property he

had on earth. When he was dead, he was laid in

a borrowed grave, through the pity of a friend.

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and

today he is the central figure of the human race.

I am well within the mark when I say that all the

armies that ever marched, all the navies that

ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all

the kings that ever reigned -put together - have

not affected the life of man on this earth as

much as that one, solitary life.”

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Adrian Brook
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Warmth for Ukraine 

Many of you will recall what

a wonderful fund raiser we

had in May, raising £900 for

the D E C( disaster

emergency

committee,Ukraine).

Everyone was so generous

and we are hoping you will be again.

We have problems of our own but they are put

into perspective when we think of people in

that cold climate without electricity, heating

and water.

We are doing another coffee morning and cake

stall at the Ark on Saturday 3rd December

from 10 to 12am.

We will have another stall selling paintings

donated by artists from Devon and Cornwall.

Something for all tastes and all pockets.

Possible Christmas presents?

As last time we will not be charging but there

will be donation pots on the tables.

If anyone wishes to donate cakes we will be in

the hall from 9am.

Thank you and see you there.

The Tuesday morning coffee people.

Bridestowe Queen

Bees

In November we had a

lovely evening making

book ‘angels’ for

Christmas, many

thanks to Kris.

On Friday December

2nd the Bees and St

Bridget’s are holding a

Bingo evening from

7pm at Bridestowe village hall.  There will be

some lovely prizes, together with a raffle.  Teas

and coffees will be served in the interval.

Please could any available Bees come up and

help out on the evening and if possible bring a

raffle prize.

The Bees are taking part in the Christmas tree

festival, we will be down at the church on

Saturday 10th December in the morning to set

up and decorate the tree, if any Bees have

some ‘bee’ baubles to put on our tree please

feel free to do so when the tree is up!

On Thursday 12th January we are planning to

go for a meal in the evening at the Castle Inn at

Lydford..if any Bees or bee friends are

interested in going please contact Trisha Butler

on 01837 861385 leaving your contact number

if you would like to come along.

The Queen Bees would like to wish everyone a

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

COFFEE AND CAROLS  -  SATURDAY 3rd

DECEMBER

Come and join Okehampton Choral Society for

a ‘Coffee and Carols’ morning 

10am -12noon in Okehampton Church Hall

and get your festive season off to a good start.

Join in with some of our best known carols or

just enjoy listening.

Admission £1.50 to include coffee or tea and

light refreshments, proceeds to be shared

with Okehampton Christmas Lights fund.
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St. Bridget’s Church

Christmas Tree Festival
Sunday 11th to Sunday 18th December

Opening Times
Sunday 11th 11:00 – 19:00

Monday 12th to Saturday 17th 10:00 –
16:00

Sunday 18th 11:00 – 16:00
Please come and see our lovely displays



Friends of St Bridget’s
A Concert in the Church
Saturday 10th December

6.30pm
St Bridget’s Church, Bridestowe

The Friends of St Bridget’s are pleased to invite
you to join them for a lovely evening of singing,

guitar, cello and organ music from
Brian Higbee    Kevin Lare

Graham Crocker   Pippa MacDougall Tim Pratt
Tickets are on sale from Riverside Stores & Post

Office, The White Hart and at the door 
£5.00

Under 16’s free
Including light refreshments

We look forward to seeing you there

Just a reminder for all those participating in the Christmas Tree Festival.

Trees will be put up and decorated on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th December.

Saturday will be morning only. We would like all the trees to be lit but regret there can be no

mains electric lights, only LED battery lights. LED lights and batteries can be purchased from

Riverside Stores and Post Office. Please supply your own tree stand or bucket.

“All we really know about him is that he likes

biscuits and has a foot fetish.”

For Sale 

High quality artist’s canvasses

for sale - still wrapped

5 30 x 24     £15  each

8 20 x 20     £12 each

5 20 x 16 £8   each

Tel: 07510 366 033
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Bridestowe Parish Council News  

(This report should have appeared in last

month’s BaSE. I blame the Chair)

At the September meeting of the parish

council, a one-minute silence was held

following the 

passing of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11.

There have been requests to the council for a

reduction of the speed limit on the section of

the old A30 at Cross Lanes, Bridestowe. A local

petition is receiving considerable support for

this and Devon Highways and the county

councillor have been approached to

investigate the possibility. The parish council

is supportive in principle.

As there were no requests for an election,

Chris Proctor was co-opted and welcomed

onto the parish council to fill a vacancy.

There is still time to apply for funding (known

as S106). Currently, there are four

organisations in the parish who have shown

an interest although only two applications.

Please contact the clerk if your organisation

wishes to apply, by December 1st 2022 please.

Devon Highways have repaired the gate at the

entrance to Sporting Green, putting in a new

supporting post.

The following planning applications were

considered for the parish council to comment

to WDBC:

Applic: 2504/22/HHO: Householder

application for a new window on north

elevation for a lift room at Glebetown, Rectory

Road. The council agreed with this application

which now has approval from WDBC.

Applic: 2700/22/FUL: An additional room and

garage is proposed at plot 1 at Rectory Road

opposite Springfields. This was supported

because it was felt the proposals enhance the

housing stock of the village, whilst meeting

the conditions of the building sight lines as

viewed from Fore Street.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be

held on Wednesday 7th December at

7.30pm in The Ark, Methodist Church.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the

Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk  

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Help wanted in kitchen/cleaning 3-4

mornings a week. Hours 7:45-10am, week

days and term times only, based just

outside Bridestowe. Start date end of

February. Call Ruth Hatton at Stone Farm

on 01837 861 605 for more information.’

For sale

My dog has sadly passed away and I

had just stocked up on dog food.

Integra Protect Renal - This food is

suitable for dogs with renal problems

or sensitivity but can be used by any

dog really.

2 x 4 kg bags dry food (small kibble)

19 x cans wet food (chicken and beef

varieties)

This food cost £70 but would gladly

accept £40.  Invoice available.  Can

deliver.  Phone 07305747550.
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Chris Heron is not
sending Christmas cards
this year but Mark and I
would like to wish all our
friends and neighbours a
very Happy Christmas
and a Safe and Peaceful 

New Year.



Tickets can be requested by emailing     friendsofbridestoweschool@gmail.com

Bob & Lesley Mitchell - Artisans seeking accommodation

We have just moved back to Devon into temporary accommodation in Bridestowe, to be nearer

our family, and are looking to rent (long-term) a 2/3 bedroomed rural/semi-rural bungalow with

a garage which can be used as a workshop.

As Artisans we produce unique photographic and wooden items, which make ideal gifts.

Restoring old slightly damaged family photos is something else we can offer.  

Please visit our website (www.colourflow-images.co.uk) where there are links on our ‘About’

page to our Facebook Albums showcasing our products.

Contact details: Landline:  01837 861 655

Email:  colourflow@btinternet.com

(PS:  look out for us at up and coming Craft Fairs)
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News from

the Moor

Hi everyone

As I write there is a rare bit of November

sunshine outside which is lovely to see after

several days of heavy rain. In the garden at

Castle Drogo, there is some winter colour

from a late flowering bulb called Nerine

bowdenii ‘Isabel’. You can find it growing at

the base of the sunny wall in the spring

borders. Nerines are native to South Africa

and enjoy sharp drainage and fairly poor, dry

growing conditions so the base of a wall is

perfect for them. Clearly there is a perfect

place for everything!

Christmas preparations are well

underway and we are looking forward to

celebrating the Drewe family’s love of ‘Music

and Magic’ at Drogo. The Castle will be open

from 2nd December Fridays and weekends

and then everyday between the 19th - 23rd

December. There will be a trail in the garden

throughout December too. For any last

minute changes to opening times due to high

winds, please check out the website. 

One important update for our regulars is

that the Castle Drogo visitor centre will be

completely closed for 2 weeks in January for

the annual deep clean and refresh. This

means that the shop, toilets and café will be

closed from Monday 9 January until Sunday 22

January inclusive.

Finally, a reminder that we are planning a

few volunteer drop in days at Castle Drogo for

those of you who might be thinking about a

new year’s resolution. These days are for you

to pop along for a cuppa, have a chat and

hear from current volunteers what it is like to

be a volunteer for the National Trust on

Dartmoor. The open days are 11am - 3pm on

Monday 30 January, Saturday 11 March and

Sunday 7 May.   

All that is left for me to say is that I hope that

you all have a peaceful and restful Christmas

and New Year.

Best wishes,

Paula    

Volunteering & Community Manager,

Dartmoor

01647 434130,

paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

Mount Kelly Choral Society will be celebrating

Christmas this year with a performance of

Handel’s ever popular Messiah. We are

delighted to be presenting this classic of the

choral repertoire in Tavistock Methodist

Church at 7.30pm on Saturday

17th December  with professional soloists

and the Dartmoor Chamber Orchestra

conducted by Musical Director, Julian Jensen. 

Tickets (£12 or free of charge to under 18s)

are available from Book Stop Tavistock or

www.ticketsource.co.uk/mount-kelly-choral-so

ciety 

Cleaner wanted for several families in

Bridestowe. Please contact Debbie

Pritchard for further details on 

07837 859 706
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The Bridestowe Volunteer Group met on

Saturday 26th November and set to work on

the hedge in the community orchard that lies

separates it from the village hall. They cut it

back fiercely as trimming of the hedge was

long overdue. A lot of work on a soggy

morning.

The number of donated trees in our orchard

now stands at 21 although 3 await delivery.

One of those will be a

medlar.

The wonderful

Medlar tree will

bear beautiful

blossom and

eccentric little fruits.

Much-celebrated throughout the centuries,

the fruits were a delicacy in the medieval

banqueting hall but have declined in

popularity since the Victorian era. Medlars are

now rarely seen, so you’ll take great pride in

growing your own extraordinary and delicious

harvest.

The distinctive shape of the fruit - like a

large rosehip with a puckered end - has given

it a somewhat ribald reputation. The Old

English name was ‘openaers’ or ‘open-arse’,

while in France they are known as ‘cul de

chien’. At one time, the smutty patter of

Parisian medlar sellers would draw large

crowds. Hardy, undemanding and slow-

growing, medlar trees can outlive their owners

by hundreds of years. Several examples in

England are at least six centuries old.

They are very hardy and will tolerate

temperatures well below those that may be

experienced in even the coldest parts of the

UK. Because they flower very late, the blossom

is rarely damaged by frost.

Medlar trees have spectacular autumn

colours. In spring the tree will produce a

display of pretty blossom before fruits appear

in summer. Autumn will bring a magnificent

blaze of gold and red foliage and even in

winter the distinctive contorted branches are

an attractive feature in the bleak winter

garden. Medlars have an unusual ripening

habit - staying quite hard and inedible

throughout autumn. They must be picked and

‘bletted’ – stored to allow the flesh to soften

and sweeten, but not rot. This process takes

about two or three weeks.

The fruit should be left on the tree for as long

as possible throughout the autumn to allow

the flavour to develop, but must be collected

before the first frosts. They should be picked

in dry conditions when the stalk plucks easily

away from the tree and stored with each fruit

eye downwards and well-spaced in a cool,

dark place until their russet-olive green skins

become a rich coppery brown and the flesh

yields.

Breaking the skin and sucking out the bletted

flesh (spitting out the smooth seeds) is the

best way to experience the flavour of this

remarkable fruit.

Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

October to March

Monday - Friday  9am -

4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm   

Open all year round (except Christmas

Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day).

In danger of extinction

The Mobile Library visits Bridestowe 

every 4 weeks stopping at  Station Cottages

13.40 until 14.20 and the White Hart, 14.30

until 15.15

 The van will be in Bridestowe on 

Wednesday 14th December 

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of this

very convenient supply.

 facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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Lost and Found
by Howard Barkell

 It might be argued that the late Victorians

were obsessed with church restoration, some

of it in questionable taste by today’s standards,

often a case of out with the old and in with the

new. In their defence however much of what

they inherited, after decades of neglect, was

either beyond repair or in dire need of

attention. This article looks at our three

churches to see what might have disappeared,

what might have re-appeared, what might be

spectacularly new and some reasons for their

present appearance.

It seems likely that most church buildings from

their beginning have suffered from the damp,

partly through being unused except on

Sundays and because any sort of heating,

however inadequate is a comparatively

modern idea. Various kinds of rot and insect

infestation thrive on dampness, so any

wooden objects have often needed repair or

replacement.

Of course, we have little or no photographic

evidence to show us how church exteriors or

interiors once looked and written evidence has

either disappeared, is scarce or is short on

detail to the casual researcher, but I think we

can make some assumptions. It is likely that

the internal walls were plastered and possibly

partially painted with biblical characters or

scenes. No sign of that remains, but following

the renovation at Sourton in 1880 it mentions

the roof bosses in the nave, followed by gold

and vermilion paint being scraped off with the

whitewash, but whether that was from ceiling

or walls is not clear, although I am told that

traces of colour on the ceiling bosses can still

be seen.

 Most glass until the late nineteenth century

would have been plain, now Lydford windows

are all filled with stained glass, Bridestowe has

two such and Sourton one. Often, they were

donated in memory of a family member. The

east window in Lydford was given by Daniel

Radford in memory of his brother George. It

was dedicated in 1880 and shows the Parable

of the Sower The last window to receive

stained glass was dedicated in 1937 in memory

of Agnes Thorpe, the Rector’s sister. The

windows all show scenes from the life of Jesus.

The east window at Bridestowe dates from the

restoration and refurbishment of 1866 and the

three lights show the Baptism, the Ascension

and the Lord’s Supper. It was given by Mrs.

Clarke, the Rector’s wife, or by his mother-in-

law, Mrs. Stuart-Menzies, in memory of her

husband and two of her sons. The lancet

window of St. Bride carrying lilies and a

shamrock at the back of the church was also

given by Mrs. Clarke, in memory of a nephew.

 There is evidence that all three churches had a

rood screen, dating from pre-Reformation

times. Remnants of former means of access to

the screens is still visible, although that at

Sourton is heavily disguised by the present wall

covering of cement. Since they became

redundant as a part of the Protestant liturgy

they fell into disrepair and only the one at

Lydford has been replaced. A description of

the one at Bridetowe has survived. As well as

supporting the rood loft the screen also acted

as the demarcation between religious and

secular. The nave was where the laity stood, or

eventually sat and knelt, the chancel and

sanctuary were the sole preserve of the priest.

The gap above the rood loft at the top of the

chancel arch was often filled with a solid

wooden screen called a tympanum. The stairs

to the rood loft at Lydford have always been

visible. Those at Bridestowe were uncovered

during building work early in the nineteenth

century and were removed. The doorway into

them from the chancel was obscured by

boarding which covered the walls but was

removed in the 1866 restoration. The top of

the doorway is just visible behind the present

choir stalls. The rood screen was also taken

down in 1866. The top ornamentation had

already disappeared and the rest was removed

to its present height. As can be seen from the

inscriptions the panels needed replacing  by

the nineteen fifties. In former times the choir

and musicians sat in a gallery at the back of the

church. The one at Lydford filled the gap up to

the tower arch. It was built in the early days of

the eighteenth century, but by 1872 was

unsafe for use and was removed. The one at

Bridestowe appears to have been across the

south wall and was reached by a doorway

close to the porch. It was probably erected at a

similar time to the one at
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Lydford. It was proposed as part of the 1866

works to fill in that doorway when the gallery

was replaced by choir stalls. No evidence has

yet been found for a gallery at Sourton. For

whatever reasons the musicians were

eventually replaced by a harmonium and

choristers were allowed into the chancel

where choir stalls were placed. At Bridestowe

a priest’s desk and six choir seats were placed

on either side of the chancel. These were

replaced during the restoration of the chancel

in 1890, but the brass plaque suggests they

are in memory of Tom Sly, the long-time

headmaster at Bridestowe School who died ‘in

post’ in 1917 and was also a well-regarded

member of the choir. This set was of similar

size to the previous one, but with the addition

of eight children’s seats at the front complete

with kneeling bars (since removed). These

were hinged so that they could be folded back

when not in use. The stalls at Sourton appear

to be of a comparatively late date. Lydford had

a set of oak benches and stalls donated in

memory of two young men called Fuller in

1896. When the rood screen was erected in

1906 these were donated to a mission church

in Bristol and replaced with a set more in

keeping with the rest of the woodwork.

A visitor to Bridestowe church in 1849, James

Davidson, mentions in his notes on the

Churches of Devon, the remains of a carved

oak chancel screen, but says in place of the

rood loft above it is a tympanum filling the

chancel arch. It was painted on the side facing

the nave with life size figures of Moses and

Aaron with the tablets of the Ten

Commandments and the royal coat of arms

dating from the reign of Queen Anne. On the

side facing the chancel was a life size painted

picture of the Resurrection including angels

and Roman soldiers. Was it a coincidence that

in his book St. Petrock’s Church, George

Thorpe describes and shows photos of similar

pictures. The painted boards were obtained

from a mason at Bridestowe, had supposedly

originally come from Lydford church and were

photographed by the local headmaster,

W.H.Kenner. Was the same artist employed by

both churches or was Thorpe’s informant

misinformed? I leave you to ponder at leisure

such anecdotal evidence.

To be continued next month
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The proposed  date for Beating the

Bounds in 2023 is Monday 29th May

Further details in the New Year.

Tavistock Memory Cafe runs Care & Share

providing respite for carers of people living

with dementia. 

We were kindly donated some logs to make

into reindeer. It was stored by the sheds on

the Sporting Green in Bridestowe. We were

disappointed to find that it was unfortunately

stolen before we could cut it up for assembly

at our monthly session in November,

depriving the charity of some vital funds

The Over 60’s

Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 13th

December.
Gather at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30pm.

All orders have been completed so we

can have no additions. The meal is pre-
booked so NO last minute apologies,

please.

Jennifer 861592. 



Sunday Worship/Events for December

Sunday 4th
9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton

10.30am - 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark.

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s
activities) 

Saturday 10th

Concert to open the Christmas Tree Festival

- organised by the Friends of St Bridget’s.
See page 4 for details.

Sunday 11th (to the 18th) Christmas Tree
Festival at St Bridget’s. 

Opening times

Sunday 11th 11.00am to 7.00pm
Monday 12th to Saturday 17th 10.00am to

7.00pm

Sunday 18th 11.00am to 4.00pm

Sunday 11th

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s
11.00am Gary Yates at the Methodist Church

Sunday 18th
9.30am  Joint service at St Bridget’s

5.00pm Candlelit service to close the
Christmas Tree Festival

Friday 23rd
2.00pm ‘Walking Nativity’ organised by the

Friends of Bridestowe School.  Please meet

on the Sporting Green.
6.00pm Joint carol service at the Methodist

Church.  

Please note this will be held outside if the
weather is suitable.

Saturday 24th
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Bridget’s

Sunday 25th
10.00am Christmas Day service at the

Methodist Church with Rev Chris Jackson.

Sunday 1st January

9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton
10.30am - 12.30pm Cafe Church in The Ark.

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s

activities)

Advent! Many people will be opening their

advent calendar windows, often enjoying the
chocolates or other goodies behind them,

counting down the days to Christmas.

During advent many churches will sing these
words; 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set all

people free; From our sins and fears release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.

This is the gift that Jesus offers everyone

when the chocolates and the goodies are
gone on Christmas Day.

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
From December onwards The Ark will be open

Tuesday and Thursday,10am to 12 noon. 

and in the afternoon Tuesday and Thursday

2.30pm to 4.30pm.

There will be a Coffee Morning on Saturday

10th December from 10 to 12, with

coffee/teas/ biscuits and a cake stall.

Profit this month will go to Action for Children.

Thank you for your support.

We will be holding an Advent Course in The Ark

on Thursdays during December, 1.30pm tp

2.30pm.and after the course on 22nd

December we will hold a short time of carol

singing. Do join us. 

Remember you can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. 

Please contact Brian Maddaford (861402)
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I hope you enjoy this article and I will

endeavour to write one each month.  The

emphasis will be enlightening you, the reader,

on some things you may not know about our

avian friends.    Bob Mitchell

FALCO PEREGRINUS

 (The Wanderer)

When we think of birds of

prey or raptors as they are

also known, most people

think of eagles or falcons

and the peregrine readily

comes to mind.  These

birds are used in flying

displays; their agility and

speed enthrals the crowds

with ‘wows’ and gasps of

delight. 

 Today, under licence,

falcons can be used for wild flying in the field,

taking such birds as pigeons, ducks, and

members of the thrush family such as

redwing, mistle and song thrush, blackbird

and fieldfare  Woodcock and snipe are also on

the menu.

The peregrine falcon is a strong and muscular

bird with deep chest, pointed wings,

recognisable with that black cowl or hood and

moustache stripe. 

The male which is known as a tercel or tiercel.

I think its darker, bluer plumage and smaller

size makes it more noticeable than the

browner-greyer feathers of the hen bird.

When the chicks are born both birds brood

them.  The male or teircel being the smaller

bird hunts down smaller prey and as the

chicks develop the larger hen bird can hunt

down larger birds which enables the chicks’

appetite to be fulfilled faster.  Of course the

teircel still hunts as well. You will find this

connection between size and hunting skills in

most raptors .

The word tiercel comes from Old French and

based on the Latin tertius meaning ‘third’  and

it was believed by falconers in times past that

every third egg laid in a clutch was a cock bird;

normally 3 to 5 eggs are laid.  Another thought

that I can see sense in is that the tiercel is a

third smaller than the hen.  If you are lucky

enough to see the two together you will

understand what I mean about size difference.

When a falcon in the field means business, it

climbs to a staggering height then plummets

like a stone to hit its prey or levels up for a

horizontal chase and raking the back of its

prey with its rapier like back talons.  Anyone

who witnesses the event will not forget the

actions, even if you are only slightly interested

in birds. 

 Alas in the 1950’s and 1960’s the birds nearly

vanished in Britain.  Pesticides, especially DDT,

did a good job of ridding the birds. Also egg

collectors, loss of habitat contributed to their

decline. The military were very heavy on them

during  the Second World because pigeons

carrying information where often predated by

the falcons.

Just a brief insight for you to understand some

points of the Peregrine Falcon.

SNIPPETS OF FACTS

To hoodwink is a saying we all use and it came

about this way; when the hood was placed

over the bird’s head it was tricked into thinking

it was night time and be quietened so hence

‘hoodwinked’.

I also read that the saying “fed up” is linked to

falconry; as a result of the bird eating too

much, it may be too sluggish to fly and the

keepers would say that bird is “fed up” so not

any use that day to hunt in the field.

In the dark days of the falcon’s near demise

they often ate their own eggs, realising the

chicks would be too weak to survive so at least

the adults would obtain some nourishment.

We know that the word “boozer” is either a

person who drinks a lot or its your local pub. A

bird that drank too much water was called a

boozer.  I think I am right in saying this is a

Dutch word (bouser).  I am sure you have

heard of a water bouser or seen them in fields

near where you live.  To bouse or bowse

means to drink excessively.

The peregrine falcon has specially designed

nostrils to cut down wind velocity when it

dives at 180mph - it would be fatal for a

human at that speed!

Watch out for another bird article next month.
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BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP 

  In December we shall be meeting on the

SECOND Thursday of the month for

Christmas lunch. That is Thursday,

December 8th at the White Hart, at 12.30 for

1.00. Don’t forget to bring a wrapped ‘secret

santa’ gift to go in the sack. (Price limit about

£5.00)

In January we shall be back to meeting at The

Ark on the third Thursday of each month.

Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551

Lunar cycle for

December
 

   New moon      23rd

  First quarter    30th 

  Full moon         8th

  Last quarter   16 th

The Random Schusser Wants You!
For Fully Organised Skiing Holidays.

I’m still looking for

committed, enthusiastic

and social skiers to join a

small and happy group.

Bookings of 8 or more

people share discounts,

why pay full price?  

Fully organised all inclusive holiday

packages with mainstream holiday

providers. (ABTA/ATOL  protected)

A choice of 4 weeks through January,

February & March.

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks!

For more information:

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.  
 £5 per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144.
 References available on request

Gearldine Jury will not
be sending cards this
year but would like to
wish everyone a very
Happy Christmas and
New Year. Geraldine
would like to thank

especially her
neighbours and friends
in Bridestowe, Sourton
and Lydford for their

kindness.

Did you know that white vinegar is one of

the best cleaning products for around the

home and it’s cheap.

Here are 10 things you can clean with white

vinegar: fridge, stainless steel pans and

utensils,  microwave, sink, windows,

outdoor furniture, carpets, grout, cooker top

and your kettle and coffee machine. 

When cleaning with white vinegar, it’s best to

dilute it with water so that you can use it in

large amounts. Straight vinegar is highly

acidic so should be used in smaller

quantities. 

Preparing vinegar for use as a cleaning

agent is simple. You want a ratio of roughly

1:1 parts water and vinegar, so refil an

empty spray bottle to use with a microfibre

cloth around the house. This will effectively

clean your surfaces without damaging them.

Whether you’re into eco-cleaning, or simply

looking for ways to cut the costs of cleaning

your home, white vinegar is a must-have

kitchen staple.

www.idealhome.co.uk/house-manual/cleanin

g/cleaning-with-white-vinegar
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We are really looking forward to holding our walking nativity again this year. We will be hosting

a pop-up “pay what you can” cafe in aid of Friends of Bridestowe School. If you can donate

some mince pies or cake for the cafe that would be wonderful. Please bring donations to the

park between 1 and 1.30pm on Friday 23rd December, ahead of the 2pm start. 

 Thank you.

This event is being organised by The Friends of Bridestowe School

 Bacon Baps  will be served on  New Year’s Eve from

10 -12 noon at Bridestowe Village Hall. 
Having canvassed our regulars at November’s session and the workers the

decision was made to serve bacon baps on New Years Eve. We might even

jazz it up a bit  with music and extra culinary delights. We hope to have

some stalls as well. I am very grateful to the customers who support this monthly event and

raise money for the village hall but my particular thanks go to the catering team at the sharp

end.     Alison Young 01837 861157  
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Movie Watch - November 2022
 
 2022 opened at the New Carlton with a widely

acclaimed film in Kenneth Branagh’s Belfast.

Some good titles followed through the year

(Elvis would probably be the best of them) but it
was November before we enjoyed anything of

comparable quality. The Banshees of Inisherin

is also set in Ireland during a period of political
unrest, but there the similarities end.

Martin McDonagh wrote and directed In Bruges

(2008) and Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri (2018), so the fact The Banshees of

Inisherin is good hardly comes as a surprise.

However, just to make doubly sure, the film
reunites the award-winning duo of Brendan

Gleason and Colin Farrell, outstanding in the

former title.

McDonagh’s film pairs tragedy and comedy, set

against a stunning backdrop showcasing the

raw beauty of the West Coast of Ireland, played
out to a muffled soundtrack of the distant Irish

Civil War. Apart from anything else, the film is

beautiful to look at with barely a wasted frame,
internal or external.

The simple, home-loving Padraic (Farrell) and his
more creative, thoughtful friend Colm (Gleeson)

meet every afternoon on the fictional island of

Inisherin and head for the local pub. Despite

having little in common, the pair are
inseparable, at least until one day when Padraic

knocks and Colm refuses to budge from his

chair. “Perhaps he just doesn’t like you no
more,” suggests Padraic’s much smarter sister,

Siobhan. 

The film examines the subsequent spectacular
deterioration of their relationship. Yes, it’s gory

in places, but you don’t see any of the violence

happening on-screen. 

This is a superb film, beautifully shot,

wonderfully acted and already in the running for
Best Picture honours at the 2023 Academy

Awards. The film’s run in Okehampton looks to

have ended in late November but it would be

well worth your while tracking this one down.
Highly recommended.

Our second cinema visit of the month was, by
comparison at least, slightly disappointing. 

Set in post-war London, Living stars the

wonderful Bill Nighy filling the role of a lifelong

civil servant (Mr Williams, Head of the Public
Works Department), hopelessly ground down by

a dismal office regime. He slips out at lunchtime

one day, to be told by his doctor he has six

months to live.

Mr Williams chooses not to tell anyone but

instead heads for the seaside (visualise Margate
if you can) where he attempts to adopt a

debauched lifestyle, but without any idea what

that might involve. ‘I came down here to live a
little, but I don’t know how.’

Nighy is predictably brilliant and these days

must be close to joining the likes of Judi Dench

and Maggie Smith in earning official ‘National
Treasure’ status. The film has been critically

acclaimed and represents probably the first
time he has had the opportunity to play a part

acknowledging his 72 years.

There’s a proper tear-jerker of an ending but in

the process of getting there, we both found the
film painfully slow and almost entirely

predictable. I wouldn’t dream of putting you off

what is undeniably a high-quality production,
but it wasn’t for us.

Otherwise it all looks a bit pre-Christmassy.

Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical presumably

does exactly what it says on the tin although it’s

worth noting that the ubiquitous Emma

Thompson stars, as she seems to have done in
so many 2022 titles.

Anya Taylor-Joy, Nicholas Hoult, and Ralph
Fiennes star in The Menu, a dark comedy that

follows a young couple who travel to eat at an
exclusive restaurant where the chef has

prepared a lavish menu, with some shocking
surprises.

Will Ferrell and Ryan Reynolds star in Spirited,
in which A Christmas Carol is told from the

perspective of the ghosts in a musical twist on

the classic Dickens tale.

There are some interesting titles scheduled for

release early next year but we can take a closer

look at them nearer the time. It’s just worth
flagging that the latest Spielberg blockbuster,
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 The Fabelmans, will be released in late-

January. That one is already a hot favourite for

Best Picture at the Oscars ceremony next March.

With the weather closing in, the broadcasters

traditionally try harder in the run up to

Christmas. As I write, two shows have been

responsible for the entire Top Ten programmes.
The first seven places, all with audiences in

excess of 10m, are filled by episodes of I’m a
Celebrity…..Get Me Out of Here (ITV) with

Strictly Come Dancing (BBC) completing the

list. I really should express a pithy opinion on
the country’s two top shows, but as I’ve never

seen either, you’ll be better placed.

Slightly embarrassingly, we both binged Season

5 of The Crown (in our defence, it does get dark
very early) which launched on Netflix during

November. A few observations which hopefully
won’t put you off. It’s fiction. A dramatised

account of what may possibly have happened,

but probably didn’t. By all means enjoy it but
don’t for a moment believe any of it. 

The first seven episodes are really not very

good, but the final three (episodes 8-10) are

actually quite watchable. The portrayal of John

Major is hugely positive, Mohamed Al Fayed and
Martin Bashir markedly less so. Boris Yeltsin is

represented as a heavy-drinking comedy figure.

Of the key players, Charles and Camilla, played

by Dominic West and Olivia Williams, are

portrayed sympathetically. Imelda Staunton
respectfully plays The Queen, with Elizabeth

Debicki, whose voice is uncannily good, as
Princess Diana.

Finally a few random recommendations, in no
particular order, either from us or other BaSE

readers. Louis Theroux Interviews…….(BBC2),

The White Lotus (Sky Atlantic), SAS Rogue

Heroes (BBC1), Alexander Armstrong in South

Korea (C5). All are worthy of your consideration.

Just don’t get me started on coverage of the
World Cup (BBC and ITV)……….

 

The Edwardian Evening in Okehampton will celebrate the switching on of the Christmas lights in the
Town. Christmas has begun! Get a prime spot in Fore Street at 6pm for the official ‘big switch on’!

They’ll be loads going on, with late night shopping, market stalls on Fore Street, Christmas Carols

and mulled wine to warm the heart and soul in the crisp night air. Plus lots of entertainment.

The roads will close between 5pm and 9pm there should be a real warm festive community feel in
town. It’s not to be missed plus… it’ll be beginning to look at lot like Christmas!
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Treetops Christmas Market
Wow, another year and another amazing day. I
once again am so grateful to be putting into

words so many thanks to so many individuals
that supported and helped create another festive

and beautiful event.
Firstly to all of the stall holders (all 27 of

you) that came along, Thank You. Your support is
really appreciated and I hope you all had a super

day! The range of stall holders, different crafts
and unique gifts available this year were

staggering. I look forward to booking you in
again for next years event!
Not only thank you for coming but for your

donations towards our raffle as well. 
Laura and Nicky in the kitchen, the

refreshments you worked so tirelessly to provide
were delicious. Thank you for all of your hard

work all day! 
Jayne, Debs, Georgia and Alice - Thank you

for manning the refreshments- you all made it
run so smoothly! 

Kylie, Charlotte and Kirstie - the amount of
raffle tickets I had to rifle through at the end of

the day was phenomenal! Thank you.
Luke and John - Thank you for all of your

hard work setting out the tables, helping
decorate the hall (the lights were

beautiful!), and then for coming back and
helping pack away and taking it all down,

Thank you.
Kelly - as always, you kept me cool,

calm(ish) and steady throughout the
planning of the event and on the day.

Your hard work and determination to
create the grotto and organise the event
with me, I’ll always be grateful for. Bring

on next year! 
Hannah - thank you for helping set up

the night before and for your input and
creativity in the grotto. 

Evie and Macy
- what wonderful elves! You helped make

a magical experience for so many
children. We hope all of the children will

be back to see Father Christmas and his

elves next year! Thanks girls!

Mega n- for your hard work all day, helping in the
grotto, bar and kitchen. 

Josh and Kelly Harmer - Thank you for your
donation towards our fundraising total. 

Josh - Ho, Ho, Ho!! Hope you’ll be able to visit us
once again at Father Christmas’s grotto next

year! 

A few other Thanks : 
Crystal at Creative Cupcakes- for the donation of

a beautiful cake towards our raffle.
Tom at Alder Lake for the kind donation of a

wine tasting tour for two voucher.
For everyone that donated lots of yummy cakes

and sweet treats for us to sell- thank you. 
And finally, and I’m sorry it’s so long, to each and

everyone of you that came along and supported
Treetops. I not only hope you all made some
Christmas purchases but that you all had a great

day and got into the festive spirit. It was good to
see so many local faces come along to support

us.
We’ve had a count up and are so pleased to

announce that the grand total fundraised was
well over £800! 

Plans are already underway to make next year
bigger and better. 

 Thank you for all of your support.

Jackie x

Chair Of FOTTS

Merry Christmas to you all!
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News From Sourton Parish Council

Games afternoon
The parish council has been considering how
it can support its parishioners in these times

of hardship, in ways within its means.
It has been decided to put on a Games
Afternoon on Sunday 11th Dec in the village

hall.
Starting from 2pm the games will follow on
from the PCC’s Soup and cheese Lunch on

the same day. We will have mince pies and
Christmas biscuits as it’s not that far until
Christmas .....and the heating will be on!

People can stay after their meal to play cards,
dominoes or whatever takes their fancy, or
you can join us just for the games and have

some fun.
Open to children as well as adults. 

Mowing the grass in the closed
churchyard and Village Green
Adrian Manning, who has done such a

wonderful job over the last few years, has
decided not to tender for next year. We
therefore have a new contractor, who will be

cutting the grass on the Green and Closed
Churchyard 6 times a year. This is slightly less
than previously, but with the cost of

everything going up with inflation, it has been
decided that in order to keep the precept
unchanged next year, this is a necessary step.

Litterpicking
We had a successful litter pick just before

Remembrance Sunday. We litter picked
around the village and as far up as the Pump
and Pedal. We picked up no litter at all on the

section of the Granite Way between the
church and Prewley Moor track. It might be
that people are much more careful about

chucking away litter or it may be that
someone already quietly litter picks this area.
If that is the case, thank you very much

whoever you are.

By the time we write our next newsletter it

will be 2023. So Happy Christmas and New
Year to you all.

A Christmas Carol: What was it that

upset Charles Dickens?

Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol in

the autumn of 1843, a year which saw the

publication of a government report which

highlighted plight of child labour and he

was incensed by its findings.

During the year, on a visit to his sister in

Manchester, he also met charities

supporting the working poor. Also he

went to see conditions at one of London’s

Ragged Schools - set up with the aim of

educating destitute youngsters. Dickens

was so angered by the government report

that he had initially planned to raise the

issue by writing a political pamphlet -

drawing on his past experience as a

political reporter.

But then he changed his mind.

He wrote to a friend, saying that he would

instead publish something at Christmas

which would have 20 times the force.

Dickens wanted A Christmas Carol to be a

high-quality publication. The initial print

run had a cinnamon cloth binding, with

gold detail on the front.

Inside there were eight illustrations by the

caricaturist John Leech.

Dickens’s strategy

worked.

Released six days

before Christmas

1843, all 6,000

copies were sold by

Christmas Eve. 

“I  have always

thought of Christmas

time … as a good time; a kind, forgiving,

charitable, pleasant time; the only time I

know of, in the long calendar of the year,

when men and women seem by one consent

to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to

think of people below them as if they really

were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not

another race of creatures bound on other

journeys‘  

from A Christmas Carol 
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Sourton Church News 
We have some very sad news to relate. Three

people have recently passed away. Brian Lavis

and Martin Sizmur, both after a long illness .

We are also sad to report the passing of Martin

Chidgey,  the husband of Vanessa, who lived at

Thorn Court for many years with her parents,

Mike and Cynthia Lavis, and her brother,

Christopher. She is also the niece of Jean

Burgess. We send our deep condolences to all

these families. 

From the Registers

On a more cheerful note, Oscar Robertson was

baptised at the church on November 22nd. His

grandparents live at Alice Ford Cottages and

their daughter Emily was married at Sourton.

We wish the family well and send our blessings

to Oscar. He was given a little prayer book and

a candle to remember the occasion.

Remembrance Sunday November 13th 

We had a moving service led by Caroline North.

The service was well attended. Wreaths were

laid by the Parish Council represented by

Danielle, and Tony, on behalf of the church.

Crosses were laid by Ken and David and Jenny

Batten, in memory of her uncle David Smith

whose ship HMS Gurkha  was sunk near

Norway. Ken read the Citation and his friend

David read the Kohema.Traditional hymns and

the National Anthem were sung heartily . The

lesson was read by Jenny Batten. A Collection

was taken in aid of the Royal British Legion.

Soup Lunch 

This was organized by Ruth and Robert

Humphry and Caroline North. 

Delicious soup and bread and cheese and fruit

were served. A sociable time was had by all

and it was nice to have something warming

after the Remembrance Day service. Thanks

from the PCC go to all the helpers and cooks.

The proceeds went to church funds. It was a

good start to our new venture of holding

monthly soup lunches on the second Sunday

of each month from 12 – 2 p.m.

FUTURE EVENTS

CHRISTINGLE   December 4th at 4 p.m.

Treetops will be performing their Nativity Play

and Brian Higbee will be accompanying the

songs. All proceeds will be given to the

Children’s Society. It will be followed by tea in

the Hall.

SOUP LUNCH – December 11th  12-2.00.. in

aid of Bridestowe scouts. We hope to raise

some money towards their new tent.    This will

be followed by a ‘Games Afternoon’ organised

by the Parish Council from 2- 4 p.m. All ages

are welcome. We have lots of fun games and

crafts for all to do. Mince pies and tea will be

served.

CAROL SERVICE   December 18th   at 4 p.m.

Mince pies and drinks will be served

afterwards. Do come and join us to sing some

traditional carols accompanied by Kevin on the

organ,  and listen to the Christmas story once

again. 

CHRISTMAS Tree Festival starts December

18th.  We will be decorating our tree with

the theme of CREAM TEAS !!

Bridestowe church  

CHRISTMAS DECORATING Saturday 17th at

10 am

We will be decorating the church. Do come and

help or bring flowers or greenery if you would

like. 

CAROL SERVICE

Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 18th December at 4 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY

9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

December 4th   Holy Communion 9.30 a.m.

December 11th Holy Communion 9.30 at 

Bridestowe.  

     No service at Sourton

December 18th Carol service 4 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY 9.30 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION

We wish everyone a peaceful and blessed

Christmas with friends and family.

Jenny Batten
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Jean Gaydon Morse

Quite by chance today I came across an article

by Howard Barkell in the June 2018 issue of

Bridestowe and Sourton Extra about Sourton

Quarry and which made mention of Jean

Gaydon Morse.

Jean was a total inspiration to me and

many other pupils at Okehampton Secondary

School in the 1960s where she was the drama

teacher.  She was, to say the least, inspirational

and although I never went fully professional,

on leaving school I did sustain a double career

as a worker with the social services

department during the day, and as an opera

singer/actor/stage director (amateur and

professional) at night.

In the very sad day and age in which we

live, Jean would probably be regarded as

unconventional, to say the least.  Her summer

habit of entertaining favoured pupils to

weekend afternoon teas would, in this day and

age no doubt raise many an eyebrow.  But Jean

was, as I have said, inspirational – she taught

us to express ourselves without fear – to hold

views that may not have conformed to the

accepted norms of the day.  Those summer

afternoons were spent rambling in the woods

and around that flooded quarry with its

penetrating aquamarine water, discussing

things that a mid-sixties schoolboy or girl

would normally not even consider – religion,

politics, life itself – but never in a persuasive

way – Jean taught us to think for ourselves and

form our own opinions and conclusions.

Her skills as a drama teacher were

remarkable and inspirational – I keep using

that word, but it is the only way to describe

Jean – she was inspirational and dedicated to

the children she taught.

She gave me my first real taste of the

stage when she cast me as Prospero in the

school production of Shakespeare’s The

Tempest.  Those final lines have stuck with me

through the decades – “And deeper than did

ever plummet sound, I’ll drown my books.”

On leaving school in 1967, she gave me a

present that I have treasured all my life, and

which has remained with me through 14 house

moves and emigration halfway around the

world.  Her own bound copy of Shakespeare

dated 1935.  In it, she wrote, “With love and

best wishes for success in drama, be it

amateur or professional.”  I hope that I made

her proud in the 46 years I spent in the theatre.

 As for the quarry and its surroundings – she

adored that place as did we all – it was a haven

for free thinking and serious debate that so

many teenagers in the 60s would never have

experienced and I give thanks that I was so

fortunate to enjoy that experience.

Ian Bond

Perth

Western Australia

 Sourton Village Hall - a venue

for all occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular location for

special events such as a wedding reception,

a venue for a birthday party, concerts,

family parties and wakes following funerals.

It is also an ideal function venue for

conferences, meetings, training seminars

and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large

hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing

comfortably; a well appointed kitchen that

has recently been refurbished and  a small

meeting room . There is a male, female and

disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside

there is a patio to the right hand side of the

hall and this is often used to have a covered

bar. 

The hall has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. There is a small

area to the front of the village hall for

parking but often extra parking can be

made available for a large function on

request.

For prices and to book contact Paul Alford

07799 778 779  Alison Ewen  07990 981 826

Visit the website to see prices and view the

calendar for availability

  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 We thought it was all going so well! Then just

five days before we reached the end of the

season, we had to shut the river path due to

an unstable and unsafe section of path. I can’t

tell you any more until we get the specialist

geologist and rope access team in to assess it.

The rangers will be hoping to get this made

safe over winter, but as we don’t yet know the

scale of work needed, we might need more

time to get it back open.

Now some fun facts I dug out when

researching the autumn poisonous plants

trail. Perfect to scare the children and

grandchildren with on a winter walk at the

gorge. 

Hemlock water-dropwort, which can be found

growing all along the river here, is the UK’s

most poisonous plant. The roots can look like

parsnips and the leaves smell like sweet

parsley. But if any part of this plant is eaten, it

can cause death in just a few hours, unless

taken to hospital for treatment. Cuckoo pint,

which is also known as lords-and-ladies, devil’s

and angels, bloody man’s finger, and many

more fun names, contains tiny oxalate crystals

which are very sharp and can pierce the skin.

If eaten it can irritate the throat and cause it to

close, leading to suffocation. The death cap

fungi can be found in mixed deciduous woods

like here at the gorge, particularly under oak

and beech. It may look like an innocent

mushroom, but it can kill an adult in 48 hours

after eating just one bite. The poison, called

amanitin, causes kidney and liver failure.

On a lighter note, if you fancy some music and

magic this December, Castle Drogo will be

decorated for a Christmas Eve party, just like

the Drewe family did in the 1920’s. There’ll

also be a winter snowflake trail around the

garden, inspired by Frances Drewes love of

photographing fresh snow. Plus, treats and

delights in the café and shop. For opening

times and more info, visit the website

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/castle-drogo

Browse the range of second-hand books in the

waterfall tea-room and make a day of it with a

festive hot drink and a walk. To organise a

donation please give us a ring on 

01822 820320 or email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk so we can

get back to you. Thank you.

From November to March the Waterfall trails

will remain open for walks. During periods of

high wind and rainfall trees may drop

branches or fall over making it hazardous to

walk in the gorge. Please check the weather

before you travel. We may have to shut

sections of path for safety and maintenance

work over winter so please check the website

for updates.

Finally, Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year from the whole team at Lydford Gorge.

We hope you get to spend time with friends

and family, eat some good food, and get a

chance to enjoy the benefits of being out in

nature too.

Opening Times

Walks to Whitelady Waterfall and the bird hide

are open during daylight hours. The waterfall

tea-room is open Friday to Sunday,

11am-3pm, until Sunday 18 December. Toilets

are open when the tea-room is open.

We plan to reopen the full gorge (excluding

the path to Tucker’s Pool) from Friday 10

March 2023, if all maintenance work is

completed. 

Please check our website for up to date

information.  

 Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt              Tel: 01822 820320    

Supporting individuals

with all their

concerns, historic and

current. 

West Devon

Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom

Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 

For more information or to book a FREE 20

minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  

Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting

soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that

someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY IS A LIFELINE THIS

WINTER

Okehampton Library will be offering so much

more than books this winter. It’s a warm,

welcoming space with free WiFi and computer

access, people to chat to, groups and activities.

Enjoy a natter with other customers over a

FREE tea, coffee or hot chocolate, kindly

supplied by Waitrose Okehampton.

We know it’s going to be a tough winter with

the cost-of-living crisis and heating bills rising.

So, libraries are launching a ‘Libraries for Life’

campaign to remind everyone that we’re not

just about books!

As well as being great warm spaces to sit and

read, there are groups ranging from Bounce &

Rhyme for babies and toddlers to Cuppa & A

Chat every Tuesday for adults to enjoy a natter.

Our Reading Well titles are a range of books

covering physical and mental health, and

include titles aimed at children and teens. And

don’t forget if you’re housebound or struggling

to get to the library, our Home Library Service

can deliver not just books but a friendly chat

too!

Keep an eye out for more events and activities

at Okehampton Library throughout the winter.

Visit our Website:

www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/okeh

amptonlibrary 

Follow us on Facebook.

DECEMBER EVENTS

Christmas Chortle Trail – 1st – 23rd December

Find the Christmas jokes hidden around the

library and match them up with the correct

punch line whilst having a giggle! For all ages.

Small chocolate treat for those that match all

of them correctly. 

Festive Hamper Raffle - Tickets £1 each

Purchase a draw ticket, for the chance to win

the contents of the Friends of Okehampton

Library festive hamper! Winner to be drawn

Saturday 17th December.

Christmas Quiz Sheet - £1 each

Pick up a copy of our quiz to test your festive

knowledge.  Fun for all the family!

£1 per quiz.  One correct winner to be drawn

Saturday 7th January 2023.  Priz

e £15 gift voucher kindly donated by Brothers

Kitchen-Café-Lounge Okehampton.

Under 5’s Stay and Play session – Monday 5th

December 10:00-10:45

For under 5’s and their parents/carers, no

booking necessary. Free session, donations

welcome. 

Music Night at the Ockment Centre – Friday

9th December 19:00

The Friends of Okehampton Library music

night returns to the Ockment Centre with The

Electroleles, Me And ‘Er, One Point Five and

Uke’N Play.  Bring your own refreshments and

there will be a raffle on the night too.  Tickets

available in advance £5 each (cash only) from

Okehampton Library.  

Community Christmas Coffee Morning –

Saturday 10th December 10:00-12:00

Have a chat with staff and Friends of

Okehampton Library whilst you enjoy free

mince pies and hot drinks in the warm,

welcoming space of the library. Free, donations

welcome. 

Snow Globe craft activity – Tuesday 20th

December 14:00-15:00

Create a winter snow globe to take home.

Suitable for ages 7+, £1 per child. Booking

essential at the library.  

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with like-

minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at

70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  
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At Okehampton

Library 



This is a new partnership between Libraries

Unlimited and Devon Public Health Nursing.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

 09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 
Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP 

Our next meeting will

be held on Thursday

1st December at  11

Trescote Way starting

at 7.30p.m.

 Thank you to Mel and

John for hosting the get-together. We will be

discussing  Red Sky Over Dartmoor by Tony

Rea  ‘a fast-moving war novel, featuring

everyday heroism and moral failure’ apparently!

Traditionally we bring along a book from a

charity shop, or an unwanted book all

wrapped ready for our Secret Santa sack.

Also, please bring a plate of food to share.

01566 783529

 email: neil@neiledgson.com 

Potted strawberry plants,

named varieties including the

delicious Malling centenary

- only £1 each.

Cooking and eating apples.

Preserves.

Perennial plants from just £1

Grantlands,Thorndon cross.

2nd house on right on lane from

A1379

Phone Jenny on 01837 861837
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Live music at The Wharf, Tavistock...

Suthering and Windjammer -

Songs for Wintertide
Sunday 11th December at 7:30pm

A festive collaboration with two of the finest

bands on the English folk scene.

The Tin Sail Collective (Suthering and

Windjammer) come together for a very

special Christmas collaboration for the

second year in a row. 

After a hugely successful sell-out

performance at The Barbican Theatre

(Plymouth) in 2021, they return with an

atmospheric, winter-themed evening of folk

songs.

Combining rich five-part vocal harmonies with

harmoniums, whistles, flutes, piano, guitars

and accordion, this exciting and dramatic

collaboration is a show is not to be missed.

Expect unique interpretations of traditional

tunes and Christmas favourites, as well as

original music from both bands.

Join this exciting collective of folk musicians

for a memorable evening to drive out the cold

and celebrate the winter season!

All tickets: £12.00



 Lego Advent Calendars Available Now

This years amazing Lego City, Friends, Star Wars, Harry

Potter and Marvel advent calendars are now available at

The Toy Shop, Red Lion Yard, Okehampton. Order yours

now by calling us on 01837 52368 or go to our website

https://thetoyshopoke.co.uk/collections/lego and get

yours there - but hurry, they are selling fast!!

      



THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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A

traditional

approach

to window

cleaning.

Please call J

ohn Butler

on

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation

quote. 

Taking on new customers in



For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please

contact: Jackie Butler,   Independent Usborne Organiser 

    Elsie’s Book
Corner

07828323473 

elsiesbookcorner

@gmail.com    

Find me on
Facebook  -
Elsie’s Book
Corner

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 
and bank holidays open all day from 12 midday

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

£5.95

 Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 
Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 14th
December 

Quiz night in aid of

 Bridestowe Cricket Club

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318
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         Winter food times
Home-cooked food served  
Monday - Thursday 
 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 8pm 
Friday & Saturday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 9pm

Sunday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 8pm



TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £12 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £16 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yahoo.com

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -

Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea Cakes - Treat Boxes and much
more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.

We are suppliers of puddings and sweet treats for The White

Hart, Bridestowe. 

Next time you’re in, why not give our desserts a try!

Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Fully Qualified and Insured 
Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork

available to order now.

Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes

available, as well as individual joints and sausages.

For prices and more information, contact Alyse

07514943239 or Isaac 07908430236
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NORTHMOOR GARDEN

MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs &

parts

Collection service

available

No VAT on labour

charges

Tel: 07591 655072

Email:

info.northmoor@gmail.com



www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard

Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up
repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

 Plenty of plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what
we’ve got. 
John and Angie            01837 861866
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Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery

and Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@ Nailzbylottie

@ Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours

available. Excellent references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Les Sort It!
I am expanding my

gardening  business

and offer a variety of

skills. No job turned

down. All jobs

considered.

Honest, hardworking

and reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and

marblecut to anysize and shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   

Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord

certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping

service at sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning

service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever

you have for valeting

- collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 -

£45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    

Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      

 

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations
Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT
Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478             Email:

info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 Deadline around 25th of the month

but can be flexible!

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for December

Thursday 1st 6pm - 9pm, Okehampton’s Edwardian Evening

7.30pm, 11 Trescote Way Reading Group   

Friday 2nd 7pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Queen Bees’ Bingo evening,

Saturday 3rd  10am - 12noon, The Ark, Ukraine fund raising event        
10am - 12noon, Okehampton Church Hall, Coffee and Carols  

 11:30am decorating the Christmas tree

 5pm, Christmas tree lighting and carols, Bridestowe village centre

Wednesday 7th 7.30p.m, The Ark, Methodist Church, Parish Council meeting

Thursday 8th 12.30pm for 1pm,White Hart, Thursday Morning Group Xmas lunch

Friday 9th St Bridget’s Church, Decorating of the Xmas trees
7pm, Ockment Centre,Music Night in aid of Okehampton Library

Saturday10th - Sunday 18th   St Bridget’s Church, Christmas Tree Festival

10am - 12noon, The Ark, Coffee Morning in aid of Action for Children
6.30pm, St Bridget’s Church, A Concert in the Church

Sunday 11th 12:00 - 2:00pm, Sourton Village Hall, Soup, roll and cheese

2pm - 4pm, Sourton Village Hall Games afternoon

Tuesday 13th 12.15 for 12.30, Methodist Church - The Ark, Over 60’s lunch

Wednesday 14th     2.30pm - 3.15 White Hart car park, mobile library visit
7.30pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of the Cricket Club

Saturday 17th 5.30pm- 8pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, FOBS Family Christmas Party
7.30pm, Tavistock Methodist Church, Handel’s Messiah

Friday 23rd 2pm, Sporting Green, Walking Nativity
Saturday 31st 10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps


