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Bridestowe’s Jubilee

Community Orchard is

flourishing
 We have a really impressive

selection of fruit trees either

planted or waiting to go in. 

  Ten trees were planted in

March and another ten are

about to go in. These include apple, pear and

plum trees plus a medlar.

It is  heartening  that so many of you have

invested in this project. Thank you. Many

trees are bought in memory of someone

loved and others by people who think it’s a

worthwhile thing to do.

We mustn’t forget that the success of this

venture is dependent on the ’ guardians of

the orchard’ - the volunteer team who plant,

mulch, water the trees and keep the grass at

bay. 

 If you would like to pay for a tree -

something in the range of £30 - £35, please

contact Pete Daniels.

Email: bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01837 861244

PS

 Can you clear up a muddle for me? Back in

March several people donated money for

trees that were duly bought and planted

however now that we are compiling a

register of the trees and the donors, I find

there are 2 names missing. If you donated a

tree and your intitials are not below please

phone me. WS, MP, TA, JR 

Thank you 861157

Come for a chat and enjoy 
SOUP, ROLL & CHEESE 

Tea/Coffee £5.00 
Sourton Village Hall

13th November,12:00 – 2:00pm

In aid of St Thomas à Becket
Church



The Vicar writes...

This time of year tends to focus our minds on

things otherworldly. Halloween, All Souls,

Remembrance, all seek to remind us of our

mortality. Ghost stories abound and children

don scary costumes in a bid to extract sugary

sweets from adults. We seem to have a

fascination with the scary, a brief sojourn on

Netflix reveals enough horror films to create

a truly terrifying electric bill if we were to

watch them all. Psychologists have suggested

Ghost stories represent our relationship to

the unseen and survival of death.

Most of us are familiar with the folklore and

legends of Dartmoor, however, it seems to

me, people don’t see ghosts as often as they

did in times past. Have we lost that spiritual

intuition that comes from being connected

with nature I wonder? Animals can be very

sensitive to the unseen.

I heard this story from my Grandfather many

years ago and I came across it recently in the

‘Diary of Sabine Baring-Gould’, Rector of

Lewtrenchard in 1881.

William Pengelly, then coachman for Revd.

Baring-Gould, told a tale of how when he was

a boy he was sent once or twice a year to

Exeter with a wagon to bring down stores for

the house. 

“On such occasions he started very early in

the morning, about 3.00am so as to reach

Exeter by evening. One morning he started,

as usual, it was in autumn or early winter, and

the stars were bright, and there was just a

feeling of frost in the air. He was within the

wagon, with his lantern, rather drowsy, when

just by Coombow the two horses stopped

abruptly. He whipped them and shouted

them to move on but they would not stir.

Then he jumped out, and found them

standing with their heads down, snorting, and

evidently terrified. He supposed that they saw

something in the road, and took his lantern

from the wagon and began to look. He saw

nothing whatever. Puzzled he lashed the

horses again, but they trembled and sweated

and would not stir. He lashed them furiously,

and then all at once, both horses leaped as to

clear some obstruction, and then dashed

ahead at a gallop, and they did not stop until

they got some way up the hill beyond

Coombow. Then they seemed as exhausted

as if they had been driven hard to

Okehampton. What frightened them he could

never tell. The singular part of the story is

both were simultaneously alarmed and both

leaped at the same time. That they saw

something and would not tread on it, William,

was convinced, but what that was he was

unable to conjecture.” 

He also tells a story which seems to be not

uncommon even in modern times.

“My mother was sitting one evening late

alone – I think at Culmpit Bratton (now called

Eversfield) – reading her Bible before going to

bed, when, on looking up, she distinctly saw

her brother Frank standing opposite her, at

the other side of the table, in his

midshipman’s uniform. She looked at him

steadily, without the figure fading and then

she thought to herself ‘I know what this

means’ and having a pencil in her hand, she

noted down in her Bible on the flyleaf, the

date ‘saw Frank’. It was not for two months

that the news reached the family that he had

died off Ascension that same night.”

Adrian Brook

Cleaner wanted for several families in

Bridestowe. Please contact Debbie
Pritchard for further details on 

07837 859 706
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Lewdown Past
The Lewdown and area local history group

Memories of Lewdown Past
by Brian Wilkinson and our (short) AGM

at Stowford Parish Hall

Tuesday 15th November at 7.30pm

Brian has lived in Lewdown for very many years and will be sharing his fascinating memories of

the Lewdown of former times, on a journey from The Chalet through Lewdown. Our AGMs are

never very long but we are appealing for some new Committee members, particularly a treasurer,

which are absolutely vital for the group to continue. These roles are really not at all time-

consuming (we have very few committee meetings) and primarily would be to seek feedback on

how members would like the programme to develop. Please think whether you could help.

Visitors are very welcome and refreshments will be served. Parking in front of the hall or

opposite. Enquiries: phone Hilary on 01566 783396.

Thank you Bridestowe

Thank you to the many kind people of

our community who sent kind

messages of different kinds to the

family of Rosie Young and supported
mum in many ways.
Mum was always pleased that she had

moved to Bridestowe in 1996 as, she
told me, it is a lovely community.

Debbie Pritchard
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Bob & Lesley Mitchell - Artisans seeking

accommodation

We have just moved back to Devon into

temporary accommodation in Bridestowe, to

be nearer our family, and are looking to rent

(long-term) a 2/3 bedroomed rural/semi-rural

bungalow with a garage which can be used as

a workshop.

As Artisans we produce unique items (which

make ideal gifts) such as Wood Turned Bowls,

Hand Made Wooden Chopping Boards, Tea

Light Holders, Light Pulls, Wood Turned

Platters, etc. 

We can make Plant Stands which are then

stencilled with a bespoke design of your

choice. We produce Cards,  A4 & 43 prints,

using our vast catalogue of mostly wildlife

images. Restoring old slightly damaged family

photos is something else we can offer.

Please visit our website  (www.colourflow-

images.co.uk), where there are links on our

‘About’ page to our Facebook Albums

showcasing our products. 

Once we are settled into a property with a

garage (workshop), we will be able to expand

what services we can offer such as: furniture

repair, French polishing, Upcycling small items

of furniture with Specialist Decorative Paint

Effects (such as Marbling, Rag Rolling,

Sponging, Wood Graining).

Currently we do not have mobile or internet

connection so will be unable to access emails

but you can drop in to 2 Southball Cottage to

view some of our craft work.

(PS. Look out for us at Treetops Christmas

Market and at Bacon Baps plus other up and

coming craft fairs)

Know where your old stamps are? We’re adding

barcodes to our regular stamps. After 31 January 2023,

regular stamps without a barcode will no longer be valid
so please use them up.
The stamps that are changing are the stamps  that will be

very familiar to you (pictured) .They feature the profile of
Her Late Majesty The Queen on a plain coloured background. The barcodes will

enable exciting new services by connecting physical stamps to the digital world

through the Royal Mail app which you can download. 
For more info www.royalmail.com/sending/barcoded-stamps
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St. Bridget’s Church

Christmas Tree Festival

10th – 18th December 2022
 

St. Bridget’s Church is pleased to invite you to participate in this year’s Christmas Tree

Festival.

We would welcome any organisations, businesses, and individuals in and around

Bridestowe to contribute a decorated tree to this lovely event.

Trees will be available to purchase; £7.00 for a 3 - 4 ft tree. Please use the application

form below.

 

Trees will be put up and decorated on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th December.

Saturday will be morning only. We would like all the trees to be lit but regret there can

be no mains electric lights, only LED battery lights. LED lights and batteries can be

purchased from Riverside Stores and Post Office. Please supply your own tree stand or

bucket.

 

Places will be limited; we suggest that you book early to save disappointment. If you

would like to participate, kindly complete the attached form and return it a.s.a.p. to

Georgina, Logan Stone Cottage, Launceston Road, together with your payment no later

than Monday 14th November.

Thank you
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..................................

Name of organisation / business / individual being represented:          

                

....................………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Contact name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel: ……………………………………………    Email: …………………………………………………………...

Please state the exact wording you would like on your card, which will be placed beside your

tree:

........………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

I would like to purchase a Christmas Tree for £7.00 and enclose cash / cheque

 (payable to Bridestowe PCC)

 

Any enquires please contact

                          Jenny 861256 or Georgina 861183  
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Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010
 Opening times  

October to March

Monday - Friday  9am -

4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm   

Open all year round (except

Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New

Year’s Day).
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Winter grazing for up to 100 sheep .

07779 102128



Thorpe Post Card

by Howard Barkell

A few years ago we were avid collectors of local

postcards dating from the late nineteenth

century to the mid twentieth century. Some

were unused, others had been posted which

often added to their interest. The other day

while looking through the album I came across

a card which I thought might be worth further

investigation.

This particular card had been posted by

George Thorpe, Rector of Lydford, and was a

picture of the old sexton Peter Hill posing

beside the Watchmaker’s Tomb in Lydford

Churchyard. So far nothing unusual about that,

but the card had been posted in Malton,

Yorkshire, on 5th October 1907 and was

addressed to Rev. Heathcote Smith at St.

Michael’s Parsonage, Princetown. It

acknowledged receipt of a cheque for £3 12s

3d and he was glad to hear good news about

the Restoration Fund and the message that he

hoped to be home soon. Princetown was still

part of Lydford parish in those days and the

curate at Princetown would have been

responsible for Princetown church and the out

chapels at Postbridge and Huccaby which were

also used as day schools from Monday to

Friday. George Thorpe was sometimes away

from Lydford ‘for the good of his health,’

although usually his absence involved an

ocean cruise lasting several weeks.

The foundation stone for Princetown Church

was laid in 1808. The actual building was

undertaken first by French prisoners of war

incarcerated in what later became Dartmoor

Prison and finished by American prisoners of

war. The church, originally known as the

Dartmoor Chapel was opened in 1814 and the

burial ground opened the following year. The

first interment was made less than three

weeks later. The quality of materials used or

the skill of the builders or the shortage of

funds plus the Dartmoor weather may have

contributed to the apparent lack of resilience

in the structure. A serious fire which broke out

during a Sunday service and destroyed the

interior in 1868 did little to help matters,

especially as the building was uninsured.

Restoration work, including the donation of a

new three leaded east window in memory of

the Rector, Morris Fuller’s mother, was

undertaken during 1876. No sooner had this

been completed that the roof of the church

was blown off during the great storm of 1877.

It later became clear that the east end of the

church was unsafe and was consequently

shored up, so it was little wonder that another

restoration was needed by 1907.

So, who was Heathcote Smith? Born in

Westmorland in 1847 he had chosen colonial

service as his career path when he joined the

Indian Imperial Police in Bengal where he was

a Superintendent by the age of 24. By 1873 he

had returned to this country when he was

married in Clapham and by the end of the

decade had trained as a priest and was

ordained at Winchester in 1880. He ministered

near Southampton and then Portsmouth

before being appointed as Chaplain at

Brighton Workhouse combined with a curacy

at the parish church. He remained there for

ten years, possibly leaving when his wife died.

He remarried and returned to the Winchester

diocese, before in 1907 he appears as Curate

at Princetown.

The church was still badly in need of

restoration, including the rebuilding of the east

end and building a new porch, and he soon

issued a public appeal for funds and wrote

many letters to any whom he thought might be

able to help. Bearing in mind the church’s

history his masterstroke was to contact

American newspapers about its plight. The

National Society of the United States

Daughters of 1812, whose aim was to honour

all U.S. Veterans of the War of 1812, replied

and eventually agreed to pay the £250 needed

for a new stained glass East Window. By this

time Heathcote Smith had left for pastures

new at Denham, a tiny village near Bury St.

Edmunds, so George Thorpe took over and

chose the subject and selected a firm called

Mayer and Son of Munich to design it. It is a

large window with six lights depicting scenes

from the life of Christ, surmounted with

elaborate tracery above. It was unveiled in June

1910 by Mrs. William Gerry Slade, President of

the Daughters of 1812, in memory of the 271

American prisoners who died at
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Princetown between 1813 - 1815. The original

stained glass east window now adorns the

west window in St. Petroc’s tower.

In 1913 Princetown eventually became a

separate ecclesiastical parish. During his short

stay Heathcote Smith had made such a good

impression that he was invited to become the

first Vicar and he accepted. One of his first

tasks was to appeal outside the parish for

funds to raise his stipend from £150 to £200

per annum. The patron of the living, the Prince

of Wales, offered £250 towards the £500

needed as an investment. The Vicar managed

to raise £70 from his appeal. The parish had to

find the rest. Only a year after returning

Heathcote Smith caught meningitis. He lay in a

coma for several days before dying aged 66.

He left a widow and two young children as

well as grown up children from his first

marriage. He was buried near the church at

Princetown.

Although Princetown church is now regarded

as redundant and closed for regular worship it

is looked after by the Churches Conservation

Trust and is still open to the public. Among

other things to see inside is a priest’s chair

donated to the church by Heathcote Smith in

1907. A granite memorial on the Sanctuary

wall is worded

In Memory Of

Rev. Heathcote Smith

Curate in Charge of Princetown 1907-1908

And First Vicar 1913-1914

Died 30th May 1914 Aged 66 Years

This Tablet is Raised by the Parishioners

In Recognition of His Untiring Service

For the Welfare of the Parish

Be Thee Faithful Unto Death and I

Will Give Thee the Crown of Life

The churchyard is completely overgrown at

the time of writing with hidden kerbstones

being a real hazard, so the first attempt to find

his grave was futile. Fortunately, inside the

church is an excellent record of the graves

which I guess may have been produced by the

new National Burial Grounds Survey. It

revealed that his grave was in a particular

section of the churchyard. Further information

about various incumbents said that he had

been buried near the north vestry door. His

grave is in a sorry state. The fine granite cross

in now recumbent and the whole covered in

two foot tall grass. After some digging around

I managed to expose a kerbstone which read

‘In Loving Memory of Heathcote Smith Died

May 30th 1914 Aged 66 First Vicar of

Princetown,’ so this was the spot we were

looking for.

The fact that he is the only incumbent

remembered with a memorial inside the

church shows just how much he was

esteemed by the parishioners for his ministry

and social awareness. R.I.P.

Bridestowe Queen

Bees

The Queen Bees would

like to thank the White

Hart for putting on the

quiz to help raise money for the Bees and

Devon Air Ambulance and also thank you to

the teams that took part.  We raised just over

£114 to share.

We had a great evening in October with Ann,

and we learnt how to do glass etching. 

On Thursday 10th November Kris will be

demonstrating

her Book Art at

7.30pm in the

Margaret Moore

meeting room at

the village hall.

Don’t forget new

members are

always welcome,

or just pop in for

a cuppa and

watch the demo for £3.
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Sunday Worship for November

Sunday 6th

9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton

10.30am - 12.30pm Sunday morning in The Ark.

(Worship, Coffee, Tea, Chat, Children’s activities)

Sunday 13th

10.15am Remembrance Sunday at St Bridget’s

Sunday 20th

9.30am  Joint service at Methodist Chapel with

Vicki Penfound and Barbara Dalton

Sunday 27th

9.30am Morning Prayer at Sourton

9.30am Family Service at St Bridget’s with Brian

Higbee. A couple of songs, a reading and

refreshments.

11.00am Peter Webb at the Methodist Church

6.00pm Choral Evensong at Germansweek

A lot of people commented on how lovely St

Bridget’s Church looked for the Harvest Service.

The PCC extend grateful thanks to all those

involved in the decorating of the Church.

Several boxes of fresh produce were donated

to the Okehampton Community Kitchen and a

box of tinned food will be given to the Food

Bank.  Thank you to all those that gave harvest

gifts.

As we see everything that is put in front of us in

the news at the moment, many will have real

concerns. In times of uncertainty it is good to

look at the beautiful scenes of nature around

us to steady our minds. 

Coppers, golds, and rusted tones,                  

Nature’s way of letting go.                               

Leaves  fall and gather one by one,                

Autumn is here, summer has gone.                

Crunching as I walk through their warm, fiery glow,

Nature’s carpet rich and pure upon the ground,

Until new grow, to protect and shield the majestic

tree,

Standing tall and strong for the world to see.

They rise and fall in the cool, crisp air.

It’s a time of change in this world we share,

Nature’s importance reflecting our own lives,

Letting go of our fears and again, too, we shall

thrive.

Jesus Said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I

give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and

do not be afraid”

 

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on

Tuesday and Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon

and Wednesday 2pm to 4pm

and Thursday 2.30pm to 4.30pm

Do come and join us, the heating will be on

and you will be made most welcome.

-------------------------------

 The November Coffee Morning will be held

on Saturday 12th November.

Remember you can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. 

Please contact Brian Maddaford (861402)
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The Over 60’s
Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 8th
November.

Gather at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30pm.

Apologies to Jennifer 861592 please.



Belstone Craft Fair

Saturday  12th November

Yes – it’s back! Open

from 10.30am-4.30pm

on Saturday 12th

November in Belstone

Village Hall. Admission

free.

After a two-year break through the pandemic,

the ever-popular Craft Fair is back with its

usual variety of high quality crafts from

craftspeople across Devon. Also on offer, all-

day refreshments in the form of Ploughman’s

Lunches, homemade soup and delicious

homemade cakes. All proceeds to Village Hall

funds.

So – why not come and join us here in

Belstone, browse the stalls, chat with friends

and do some of that special present buying,

just in time for Christmas! So that you know

what the Fair will hold, and to whet your

appetite, below is a list of the exhibitors with

website addresses. Why not sit down, at

home, with a cup of tea (or glass of wine) and

browse their wares in advance. Hope to see

you on 12 November!

    Marian Ash  Textiles

    Rosie Brewer Hand-made from wood

    Jen Bryant Landscape photography

    Marielle Ebner-Rijke Artist/Printmaker 

    Sophie Goodwin-Hughes Hand-made Soap 

    David Gundry Ceramics

    Lillias Guyon Lampshades  

    Deborah Jones Designer Jeweller 

    Linda Lemieux Basketry 

    Sophie Cadogan Women’s Wear in Natural 

Yarns

    Mary Needham Painter & Printmaker; 

    Teresa Rodriguez Hand-made papier-

mâché masks

    Judy Rogers Lampwork Bead Jewellery

    Jane Talbot Leatherwork

    Jenny Thirtle Feltmaker 

    Toni-Ann Bespoke Slate Products 

       https://belstonevillage.net

St Clement’s Day
Saint Clement’s Day was traditionally, and in

some places still is, celebrated on the 23

November, a welcome festival between

Halloween and Christmas. Pope Clement I is

the patron saint of metalworkers and

blacksmiths, and so these workers

traditionally enjoyed a holiday on his feast

day. “Old Clem’s Night” started literally with a

bang and showers of sparks during the ritual

“firing of the anvil.” The smith packed

gunpowder into a small hole in an anvil, and

then struck it soundly with a hammer, causing

a small explosion. Anvil firing was also a test of

the anvil’s durability: weak anvils would break

under pressure, and had to be re forged.

The smith, or apprentice, dressed up in

wig, mask and cloak to represent ‘Old Clem’

led a procession of smiths through the streets,

stopping at taverns along the way. Boisterous

singing was followed by demands for free beer

or money for the ‘Clem feast’. Traditional

toasts included ‘True hearts and sound bottoms,

check shirts and leather aprons’ and ‘Here’s to

old Vulcan, as bold as a lion, A large shop and no

iron, A big hearth and no coal, And a large pair of

bellows full of holes.’

In the nineteenth century at Bramber in

West Sussex an effigy of Old Clem was

propped up in the public bar while the smiths

enjoyed their dinner. This was rounded off

with the blacksmith’s anthem, ‘Twanky Dillo’:

    Health to the jolly blacksmith, the best of all 

fellows 

    Who works at his anvil while the boy blows the 

bellows!

Urban festivities

Such celebrations were not restricted to

rural areas. Ironworkers’ apprentices at

Woolwich Dockyard disguised one of their

fellows to play the part of Old Clem. Wielding a

hammer and tongs, the tools of his trade, he

was carried aloft by his comrades through the

town. In the streets and taverns apprentices

shouted and sang the praises of Old Clem and

repeatedly toasted his name: ‘To the memory of

Old Clem, and prosperity to all his descendants!’

Again, the allegedly generous cash donations

received paid for the apprentices’ holiday

dinner.

In some rural areas smiths visited homes

to beg for beer or wine. 
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Potted strawberry plants,

named varieties including the delicious

Malling centenary

- only £1 each.

Cooking and eating apples.

Preserves.

Perennial plants from just £1

Grantlands,Thorndon cross.
2nd house on right on lane from A1379

Phone Jenny on 01837 861837
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To encourage largesse, sometimes an iron

pot was passed around: the day was

represented on old calendars with the

figure of a cauldron. This custom expanded

into the visiting custom of ‘clementing’ or

‘clemening’ whereby children called door-to

door requesting apples, pears and other

sweet treats in exchange for singing

traditional songs associated with the night,

such as ‘Clementsing, clementsing, apples

and pears’, or ‘Clemany clemany clemany

mine, a roasted apple and some good red

wine!’

The old begging song, ‘Cattern and Clemen,

be here be here! Some of your apples and

some of your beer!’ refers to the

combination with the ‘catterning’ custom

two days later on St Katherine’s Day (25

November). Again children sang for fruit,

nuts, or money until 1541 when Henry VIII

passed a law forbidding children to beg in

this way within the London churches of

Saints Clement, Catherine, and Nicholas.

This rule did not apply outside the church

buildings, and the custom cheerfully

continued. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

Finch Foundry, Sticklepath. Join us on

Saturday 19 November, 10am - 4pm, at

Finch Foundry to see a traditional craft in

action as some of the best blacksmiths in

the country gather to compete and create

in celebration of St Clement their patron

saint.

Bulleid Buffet - Okehampton

Railway Station’s latest success.

Now open and thoroughly recommended.

Named after railway engineer Oliver Bulleid,

a Belstone resident from 1958 to 1967,

who developed many well known

locomotives during the Golden Age of Steam.

This café has everything, be it just grabbing a

coffee on the run before you board the train

to Exeter, or sitting down to a serious

Dartmoor “Full English.”  

Add a large choice to cover every snack

desire or tea-break, this café is not just for

train passengers, but walkers, cyclists and

anyone who cares to visit.

Dietary concerns are catered for.

BUT..... When you take the drive up there

deliberately, parking is free for the first hour

only and YOU MUST still register your car

and get a ticket from the machine.

Remember the car-parking is ANPR

controlled so if you don’t register, or you

overstay your time, you will get a very

punitive parking charge invoice through the

post!  
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Friends of St. Bridget’s Christmas Concert

The Friends of St. Bridget’s are organising a

Christmas Concert to launch the Christmas

Tree Festival on Saturday 10th December.

Do come along and enjoy this lovely evening

with entertainment from local artists and

view the beautiful trees.

Tickets will be on sale soon at Riverside

Stores and Post Office.

Keep an eye open for posters around the

village and in the December issue of BaSE

giving more details of the Christmas

Concert.



BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP 

 Ten of us enjoyed a lively discussion when

we met at the Ark in October. Our November

meeting will again be at the Ark, on Thursday,

November 17th at 10.30ish.

We thought we were discussing Christmas in

good time but unfortunately the date we

agreed was already fully booked, so I have

booked the previous Thursday. I hope this

will be convenient for most of you. So,

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE FOR

CHRISTMAS LUNCH - this will now be at the

White Hart on Thursday December 8th, at

12.30 for 1.00.  

Any queries, please call Ann Allan on 861551

Lunar cycle for

November
 

   New moon      25th
  First quarter    3rd 

  Full moon         9th

  Last quarter   17 th

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.  
 £5 per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144.
 References available on request

Apple Juicing Service

Have you got too many apples?

We can crush, press and sterilise the

juice from those unwanted apples

and bottle it.

We can use bottles with a screw top
lid that you provide  or 

we can supply new bottles.

Call 01566 783266 for further

information.

 George Bellamy
Woolacott Farm

Lewdown
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A date for your diary...

COFFEE AND CAROLS  -  SATURDAY 3rd

DECEMBER

Come and join Okehampton Choral

Society for a ‘Coffee and Carols’ morning

10am -12noon in Okehampton Church

Hall and get your festive season off to a

good start.   Join in with some of our best

known carols or just enjoy listening.

Admission £1.50 to include coffee or tea

and light refreshments, proceeds to be

shared with Okehampton Christmas

Lights fund.

The Random Schusser Wants You!
For Fully Organised Skiing Holidays.

I’m still looking for

committed, enthusiastic

and social skiers to join a

small and happy group.

Bookings of 8 or more

people share discounts,

why pay full price?  

Fully organised all inclusive holiday

packages with mainstream holiday

providers. (ABTA/ATOL  protected)

A choice of 4 weeks through January,

February & March.

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks!

For more information:

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk



Riverside Stores & Post Office
Bridestowe,
Okehampton,

Devon, EX20 4EG
01837 861321
riversidestores@hotmail.com

NEW – Roast Dinner boxes
All our fresh meats and vegetables are locally sourced and we are now supplying

the following:

Beef dinner box at £27.50 or a 1.5kg Chicken dinner box at £24.50

Each box includes:

1kg Carrots, 1kg Onions, 550g parsnips, 1 cabbage or broccoli, 1 cauliflower, 

2 leeks, 1 swede & 7.5kg potatoes

Venison

Fresh local venison back in stock. 20% discount over £20.00

Christmas Open Kitchen
This year we will not be holding our Open Kitchen. Instead from 14 th November

for 2 weeks we will be providing daily samples of our Christmas goods in the shop.

These will include our 4lb festive pies, festive cheeses, Cradoc’s savoury biscuits

with game pate, quiches and olives.

Sweet treats will include various flavour Christmas puddings, mince pies and

Foxcombe biscuits & Christmas cake. So please come along and try out our samples.

Christmas order forms
Our Christmas order forms will be available in store from 14th November and we

will deliver copies to all our delivery customers. All our seasonal produce including

Christmas trees and fresh holly wreaths will be available for delivery or collection.

We are now both an Amazon and UPS collection hub
You can arrange to collect your parcels from us

We continually appreciate our customers who use our village shop and Post Office,

whether that’s through deliveries or visiting us in store.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR SHOP AND POST OFFICE AND SHOP LOCAL.

Thank you. Colin, Michaela and our valued team of drivers
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Colin Maxwell Parsons 1936 - 2022

Colin’s ‘ Celebration of Life’ took place on

Saturday 22nd October in the White Hart,

Bridestowe.

 Adrian Spence paid tribute to his friend with

the following address:

“This is a celebration not a funeral wake.

Like most of us present I met Colin in here

about 7 years ago so really very late in what

must be described as a very full and colourful

life, having lived in more places than most

people have visited on holiday.

So I thought I would just  fill in, as best I can ,

how Colin ended up in Bridestowe. 

He was born in 1936 in Birmingham. His

father left home before he was born. He was

brought up by his mother - a seamstress for a

mattress company and sewing parachutes

during the War.

Colin  later discovered that his father had died

doing something covert for the navy during

the war but he never met him.

He went to a local school, Acocks Green,

Yardley, Birmingham where he made some

lifelong friends. Here is a quote from his

‘Scholar’s Leaving Certificate’. A boy of

considerable ability who can do well when he

gives his mind to the job in hand...Usually works

quite well and shows  initiative. Has been a

school prefect. Good at handicraft.

A prefect!  Lord knows what the teachers were

thinking. I can only assume that smoking

behind the bike sheds and going down the

offie was a requirement for the role in those

days.

Leaving school at 15 he became an apprentice

toolmaker and was good at it but he lived for

Friday nights when he’d be out on the pull

with the lads.

In 1955 he did his National Service with the

Warwickshire Regiment, serving in Egypt,

Northern Ireland and Cyprus which he

particularly enjoyed and vowed he’d return to,

which he did much later with Shirley.

After finishing National Service he married his

first wife Audrey. Colin always painted in his

free time while he was working and

discovered that it paid better than toolmaking.

He announced that he was going to give

painting a go for a year; if it didn’t work out he

would go back to toolmaking. That is how  the

toolmakers’ union lost a member and the art

world gained a character

Tragically Audrey died aged 27, leaving Colin

with two young sons to raise and difficult

times ahead.

With no formal training Colin did one man

exhibitions all over the country.

 Also he did indulge in his other real interest,

fast cars. He owned two Fiat X19s and took

part in races and hill climbs in them. He

always maintained that the only car he

enjoyed driving more than the Fiats, was his

beloved Lotus Elise.

 In 1974 Colin met Shirley at a party and later

they were to marry.

 

For the next thirteen years they lived in

various places; Newquay they loved,

Australia they didn’t. Colin reckoned aussies

were idiots to make the women drink in

separate bars. With his customary directness

he said, ‘ I  don’t want to look at hairy-arsed

shearers,  I like beautiful women about the

place”. They didn’t stay there long.

It was during these years, now living in

Guernsey, that Colin’s work started to get real

recognition. One critic wrote of a work entitled

Evening Poppies.... I’m going to read it out of

devilment because I know Colin would hate it...

‘A professional, suffused, atmospheric study after

Pissarro, with more than a passing glance at

Turner, this would not look out of place in a

major gallery.a period piece which rises into a

different category having been painted with an

almost dry brush technique, except for the juicy

sky.......
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Enough! I can’t do it to him! Just suffice it to

say they liked it.

In 1987 Colin wanted to try America but

Shirley did not, so they parted amicably. Colin

packed his two suitcases, well I say Colin

packed them but I bet in reality Shirley did.

Anyway with the big one holding canvasses

and the small one a change of clothes and a

toothbrush,  off he went to California to sell

his work - he didn’t starve so I assume

somewhat successfully! This he did for a few

years, but always in touch with Shirley, ringing

her most weeks I understand.

In 1990 he left the American West Coast and

moved to France which he loved. This is

reflected in his paintings from that time with

their unmistakably French countryside.

Two years later Shirley joined him and they

dipped their toes into the restaurant business.

This was not without its trials and tribulations,

not least because the French authorities did

not like the way English artists paid scant

regard to French form filling. It’s sufficient to

say it was decided he was a better painter

than restaurateur.

In 1995 Shirley and Colin remarried ... if it’s

good enough for Liz Taylor and Richard

Burton...

Between then and 1999 they travelled, moving

between France, Spain and Cyprus and always

painting and selling.... or as Colin would say,

‘just doing my job’.

It was in 1999 whilst Colin was ‘doing his job’

at an exhibition that a man approached them

and offered them the opportunity to sign an

exclusive contract with Wentworth galleries in

America. This was not a hollow offer and led

to the company flying them both out to the

USA, to their galleries in Miami and Arizona.

With the contract signed,  they began a new

life in Arizona. New friendships were forged,

especially with Rick, Stan and Willie  and many

others, some of whom have been over here to

visit.

It was in Arizona that Shirley developed a

liking for lemon drops, not the sweets and

Colin for ... well most things!

They returned to England regularly to comply

with visa requirements, sending paintings

back by Fed Ex  to America.

 They finally bought their place here in 2015,

commuting to Arizona for a few months each

year.

Now this brings us roughly up to date.

So far I have given facts about Colin’s life and

said nothing of my friend, the friend that

named me ‘Poldark’  the first time I met him.

I had come into the pub on a miserable

moorland night with a haircut well overdue,

looking wet, windswept, unshaven and

wearing a long dark coat. Unbeknownst to me

Colin said to Shirley,  ‘Bloody hell, Poldark’s

just walked in!’ and the name stuck and our

friendship began. A day or two later I came in

and he said, ‘Poldark, we have a present for

you and I’ll be very upset if you don’t like it!’ 

That’s why I had to wear the bloody hat today!

Colin did not give friendship

easily but was a fierce friend

when he did. He was the most

self- effacing man I have ever met; this man

described as ‘one of the best landscape artists

of our time.’ Left to him you would never have

known. To him, as he often said, his job was

selling his work. It started as tools and ended

up as paintings. There was no difference in his

mind, a business no more, no less. Well I know

of no one as good at their job as he was.

He had no time for the publicity that

came with success. He hated the signings and

appearances at exhibitions and the like. 

He did have a dry sense of humour; on one

occasion in Washington a German national

was having his print signed. Trying to strike up

a conversation with Colin, who no doubt

wanted to be elsewhere, he asked, ‘ Have you

ever visited my country?’  Colin replied without

looking up, “No, but I think you have tried to

visit mine a couple of times”. 

They say when we shuffle off this

mortal coil we die twice, once when we stop

breathing and again when someone speaks

our name for the final time.

Well I am here to tell you that if that is so, then

Colin’s  going to be about for many

generations to come. His legacy is displayed

on walls of houses in the four corners of the

world. No one in my sphere comes close to

such an achievement.   I was lucky and

honoured to call Colin my friend.”
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Movie Watch - October 2022
 
Two cinema visits between us during October,

with another planned before the end of the

month. Films are looking up.

I’m tiptoeing on gender eggshells here but Mrs

Harris Goes to Paris was judged by your

regular correspondent to be targeted more
towards the female movie-goer. Consequently I

was granted a day off from Movie Watch duties,
with a more suitable critic grasping the BaSE

baton.
Fiona reports,

‘This film seems almost to be aimed at a foreign

audience, with a clumsy, cliché-laden script. Ada
Harris (Lesley Manville) plays a down-trodden

‘daily,’ working for a ghastly family who treat her

like dirt.
Ada has waited patiently for many years, hoping

her husband will return from the war, kissing his

photo every night. Her secret dream is to own a

Dior gown, similar to one her ‘lady’ owns, despite
never having sufficient money to pay Ada at the

end of the week.

When Ada is eventually informed of her husband’s

death, towards the end of the war, she learns that

a substantial widow’s pension is due to her and
immediately starts planning her Parisian

adventure. 

She waltzes her way around the French capital,

solving everyone’s problems, including those of
Maitre Dior. Ada duly acquired her Dior gown

before, predictably, losing it again. All turned out

wonderfully well in the end though and an
appreciative New Carlton audience, comprising ten

silver-haired ladies, left with smiles on their faces

and a spring in their stride.

The whole premise sounds ludicrous but somehow

made up into a thoroughly enjoyable experience.’

All of which convinced me I was in absolutely

the right place, although I can’t actually recall

where that was. No matter.

Happily the other October film outing was of

equal appeal to us both and we duly took our

places as part of another disappointingly small
audience, in the excellent Screen 3.

The Lost King was produced and co-written by
Steve Coogan, but is far from a comedy. The film

is based around the 2012 discovery, under a

nondescript Leicester car park, of the remains of

King Richard III. The search had been initiated
and co-ordinated by a tireless amateur

historian, Philippa Langley, beautifully played by

Sally Hawkins, so good in The Shape of Water,

the 2017 Academy Best Picture winner.

This is a fictionalised version of Langley’s

unrelenting search for Richard’s remains in
which other parties, most notably the University

of Leicester, are portrayed in a less than a

favourable light. In fact I understand legal
proceedings are threatened by both sides.

Nevertheless this is a terrific story, highlighting

the remarkable tenacity of Philippa Langley, in

the face of a pompous, patronising response
from the academic community.

The film is far from perfect and has received a

mixed critical response. I felt one particular

device, in which Richard regularly appeared to

Philippa as a ghostly apparition, simply didn’t

work and damaged the flow of the film. But on
balance I would give The Lost King a big tick

and a confident recommendation. If the

audience size for our showing was
representative, I doubt it will run much beyond

the end of October, but it would be well worth
your while tracking it down.

We are definitely looking to catch the critically-

acclaimed Banshees of Inisherin once that

goes on general release. Colin Farrell and
Brenda Gleeson are together again in a film

written and directed by Marin McDonagh,

responsible for award winners In Bruges and
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri. I

shall report back but would be very hopeful
about this one.

Other films due to be released during

November include Armageddon Time (with

Anthony Hopkins and Anne Hathaway), The
Fabelmans (a new Spielberg film starring

Michelle Williams), The Menu (a dark comedy

with Anya Taylor-Joy and Ralph Fiennes) and She
Said in which two New York Times reporters

research and break what became widely known

as the Harvey Weinstein case. This stars Carey

Mulligan and Zoe Kazan in what will inevitably
be a widely-discussed and significant piece of

work.
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A few television programmes to note. This

England (Sky Atlantic) features Kenneth
Branagh in a portrayal of Boris Johnson with a

voice so horribly realistic it could easily be the

man himself, as he grapples with the early

stages of the pandemic. A six-part series, I found

This England compellingly awful, right down to
those weird verbal tics.

Two ITV dramas worthy of mention are

Professor T and Karen Pirie. Ben Miller stars as

Professor Jasper Tempest, a Cambridge
criminologist who unwittingly becomes a police

advisor, while Karen Pirie (Lauren Lyle) reopens

an old case of a murdered barmaid. Both very

watchable, if you like a well-constructed crime

series.
I hardly need mention ITV’s Doc Martin, but will

if for no reason other than to note that after 75
episodes and ten series, spread over 18 years,

the drama best known in these parts for the

show’s portrayal of Port Isaac, has finally come
to an end. Support held up remarkably well,

with the first series attracting an average
audience of 9.3m, drifting down only marginally

to 7.1m for the last series.  ITV will surely

struggle to replace it with a comparably
successful 21:00 drama.

All Creatures Great and Small remains every

bit as charming and watchable on Channel 5

today as was the original BBC version that ran

from 1978 through to 1990. All the C5 shows are

accessible on their catch-up service, My5.

Finally, two BBC dramas in Crossfire and Inside

Man. The former covers a British family caught

up in an armed assault on a Spanish holiday
resort. Starring Keeley Hawes, Crossfire was

broadcast during September and remains

available on the iPlayer.

David Tennant stars in Inside Man, in which a
prisoner on death row in the U.S. and a woman

trapped in a cellar under an English vicarage,
cross paths in an unexpected way. I know it

sounds convoluted but that really is the

premise. It’s well worth watching too.

David and Fiona Harrison

October 2022

 Lego Advent Calendars Available Now

This years amazing Lego City, Friends, Star Wars, Harry
Potter and Marvel advent calendars are now available at

The Toy Shop, Red Lion Yard, Okehampton. Order yours

now by calling us on 01837 52368 or go to our website
https://thetoyshopoke.co.uk/collections/lego and get

yours there - but hurry, they are selling fast!!
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The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for 

Bridestowe Village Hall
The  £200 rollover prize winner is......?

Unfortunately it isn’t known at time of going to

print!  Many thanks  to the 6 monthly members

who have paid their subscriptions.                      



News From Sourton Parish Council

Litterpicking

Having noticed the amount of litter by the
roadside following the cutting of the roadside
verges, two councillors picked up 5 bags of

litter in no time at all.

Unfortunately there is still more, so we are

asking if anyone would like to join us to have
a further litter pick around Sourton Village,
meeting outside the village hall, on Saturday

12th November, starting at 10am.  We don’t
have the option of ‘Bacon Baps’  in the village,
unlike Bridestowe, but we plan to go for a

coffee afterwards!

These are three things that we have been

asked as a council to publicise:- 

Have you or your loved ones struggled to get

a GP referral or tests or treatment? 

Healthwatch Devon is aware that people

have been having difficulties getting GP
referrals, for example for a scan or tests for a
diagnosis for a condition, physiotherapy or

minor surgery.

Healthwatch Devon would like people to tell

them of your own experience.  If any of this
sounds familiar and you would like to have
you say  follow the link below and provide

Health Watch Devon with your feedback:-

https://healthwatchdevon.co.uk/news/what-is

-a-gp-referral-and-how-can-you-get-one/

Cost of Living - Help and Guidance from

WDBC and CAB.
With costs of seemingly everything rising by
the day, WDBC, Citizens Advice and Tamar

Energy Community have come together to
help you with information and advice.
Follow the link:

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UK
SWDEVON/bulletins/3306513

Devon and Cornwall Road Safety Briefing -
Operation Snap
Op Snap is an online portal which allows

people to submit
video or photographic evidence - usually
from a dashcam or mobile phone - relating to

driving incidents they have witnessed. This
can be anything from jumping a red a light or
using a mobile phone while driving to near

misses and incidents of dangerous driving.
Simply visit
operationsnap.devoncornwall.police.uk, 

fill in the online form and drag your footage
across to be uploaded. You can see a full list
of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) by

visiting dc.police.uk/opsnap.
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Endangered species needs

your support

The Mobile Library visits Bridestowe 

every 4 weeks stopping at  Station Cottages

13.40 until 14.20 and the White Hart, 14.30

until 15.15

 The driver, Heidi, contacted BaSE with this

plea.

 I have to be honest, I have only had a couple

of people visit the library in the last few

months so I would appreciate any help in

promoting it.

The van will be in Bridestowe on 

Wednesday 16th November 

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of

this very convenient supply.

 facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries



Sourton News - November

Harvest Thanksgiving

We all celebrated a wonderful Harvest

Thanksgiving service followed by a very

friendly and delicious buffet supper in the

Hall. As we walked into church we were

greeted by a big sheaf of corn and the

windowsills were all beautifully decorated

with local produce and flowers from our

gardens. Thanks to all who helped to make

the church look and smell so lovely. We are

grateful to Cynthia Higbee who made the

beautiful harvest loaf on the altar. We are

grateful too to our organist, Kevin Lane

who led us all in the hearty singing of all

the traditional hymns. A collection was

taken for Farm Crisis Network. Thanks to all

the people who contributed and helped at

the supper. Proceeds from the supper and

Raffle and donations were given to the

church. We are grateful to all who gave so

generously.

Sourton Hall Lottery Results

August

1st Prize India Martin

2nd Prize Sue Eberley

3rd Prize Roger Alford

September 

1st Prize Ken Hobbs

2nd Prize Neil Ley

3rd Prize Fiona Yelland

October

1st Prize Ruth Humphries

2nd Prize Mandi Heard

3rd Prize David Dashper

Thank you for everyone’s loyal support

once again. 

FUTURE EVENTS

Remembrance Sunday 

  November 13th 10.45 a.m.

Followed by SOUP LUNCH in the Hall 

from 12- 2 p.m.

Bowl of soup with bread   £5

CHRISTINGLE   December 4th at 4 p.m.

Treetops will be performing their Nativity Play

and Brian Higbee will be accompanying the

songs. All proceeds will be given to the

Children’s Society. It will be followed by tea in

the Hall.

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER

6th November           Holy Communion at 9.30

13th November         Remembrance Sunday

10.45 a.m.

20th November          Morning prayer at

Bridestowe 9.30.a.m.

27th November           Morning Prayer  at 9.30

a.m.

Jenny Batten

Live music at the Wharf, Tavistock

Simon & Garfunkel Through The Years

Sunday 20th November at 7:30pm
All Tickets £20.00

Critically acclaimed as one of the greatest

tribute shows anywhere in the world. Simon &

Garfunkel Through The Years has toured the

globe extensively receiving standing ovations

and selling out theatres night after night.

Fronted by Dan Haynes and Pete Richards

collectively known as Bookends, the show is a

“masterpiece” (BBC Radio) which perfectly

recreates the unmistakable sound of Simon &

Garfunkel.

Hear many of the hits such as The Sound of

Silence, Mrs Robinson, The Boxer and the

smash hit Bridge Over Troubled Water - this

live concert experience is without doubt, the

closest thing to Simon & Garfunkel touring the

world today.

“A masterpiece” - BBC Radio | “One of the

greatest tribute shows anywhere in the world”

- Stuart Cameron, BBC and ITV Broadcaster
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 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular location for special events

such as a wedding reception, a venue for a birthday party,

concerts, family parties and wakes following funerals.  It is also

an ideal function venue for conferences, meetings, training

seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing comfortably; a

well appointed kitchen that has recently been refurbished and  a small meeting room . There is a

male, female and disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside there is a patio to the right hand side

of the hall and this is often used to have a covered bar. 

The hall has disabled /wheelchair access with ramped entrances. There is a small area to the front

of the village hall for parking but often extra parking can be made available for a large function on

request.

For prices and to book contact Paul Alford 07799 778 779  Alison Ewen  07990 981 826       

 Visit the website to see prices and view the calendar for availability

  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk       Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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Lydford Foxes AFC - Session for 5-8

year olds
The exciting session for our popular “Fox

Cubs” will be returning on Saturday 17th

September from 9am-10am at Lydford Sports

Field, EX20 4BE.

Established in 2016 this small, friendly local

youth football club with a strong family feel

offering fun training sessions to focus on the

development of skills for the beautiful  game.

Sessions will run at Lydford Sports Field each

Saturday. To register your interest please

contact us at play@lydfordfoxes.com or just

turn up on Saturday mornings at 09.00. We

look forward to seeing you!

BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP 

Our next meeting will be

held on Thursday 3rd

November at Rowdens

Barn  starting at 7.30p.m.

 Thank you to Cynthia and Brian for hosting

the get-together. We will be discussing The

Night Manager by John Le Carre.  New faces

always welcome.

01566 783529

 email: neil@neiledgson.com 



National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 As we head into winter the rangers are

gearing up to crack on with tree safety work,

path maintenance, booking rock face

inspections, bridge surveys, and all the

essential work they must get finished over

winter. The Devil’s Cauldron platform will be

taken up to prevent it being damaged by flood

debris. They will look at steps, handrails, and

path edging. And basically, be busy bees. If

you do see them out and about please say

hello. Keeping dogs on leads will also keep

them, and the visiting woodcock, happy!

We’ll be feeding the birds through the winter

from the bird hide this year. They’ll be more in

need than ever after the hot summer ripened

the hedgerow nuts and berries exceptionally

early. It’s well worth taking a cuppa and seeing

what turns up, let us know if you see anything

unusual, even better if you get a photo.

I’d like to introduce you to Patch. That’s what I

call the large hedgehog that often visits my

garden. We can’t tell if it’s male or female but it

has a pale patch of spines on its side, so we

can identify it. We leave out water and dry cat

food to snack on and have made a secure

feeding station so that any hedgehog visitors

can eat undisturbed. We can hear crunching

when there’s someone enjoying a treat. We

have a trap camera set up inside to see what

Patch gets up to. It’s been wonderful to get an

insight into this shy creature’s behaviour.

Although a lot of the footage is just patch

taking a kip in the food bowl! From November

Patch will be getting ready to hibernate.

Hedgehogs need to weigh at least 400g to

have a chance of surviving. Preferably

500-700g. Patch is definitely on the upper end

of this scale so no worries there. However,

November is also the season for bonfires. So

it’s vitally important to check, and ideally move

anything you are about to set light to. Thanks

from Patch.

There will be a selection of second-hand books

in the waterfall tea-room again this winter.

Browse the range of novels and make a day of

it with a festive hot drink and a walk to

Whitelady Waterfall. Friday to Sunday,

11am-3.30pm, until Sunday 18 December. 

To organise a donation please give us a ring

on 01822 820320 or email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk so we can

get back to you. Thank you.

From November to March the Waterfall trails

will remain open for walks. During periods of

high wind and rainfall trees may drop

branches or fall over making it hazardous to

walk in the gorge. Please check the weather

before you travel. We may have to shut

sections of path for safety and maintenance

work over winter SO please check the website

for updates.

Opening Times

From Monday 31 October just the waterfall

trail will be open for walks. The waterfall tea-

room will be open Friday to Sunday,

11am-3.30pm, until Sunday 18 December.

Toilets are open when the tea-room is open.

We plan to reopen the full gorge (excluding

the path to Tucker’s Pool) from Friday 10

March 2023. Please check our website for

up to date information.
Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt
Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    

Registered Charity Number 205846

 

Supporting individuals

with all their

concerns, historic and

current. 

West Devon

Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom

Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 

For more information or to book a FREE 20

minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk  

Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting

soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that

someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY IS A LIFELINE THIS

WINTER

Okehampton Library will be offering so much

more than books this winter. It’s a warm,

welcoming space with free WiFi and computer

access, people to chat to, groups and activities.

Enjoy a natter with other customers over a

FREE tea, coffee or hot chocolate, kindly

supplied by Waitrose Okehampton.

We know it’s going to be a tough winter with

the cost-of-living crisis and heating bills rising.

So, libraries are launching a ‘Libraries for Life’

campaign to remind everyone that we’re not

just about books!

As well as being great warm spaces to sit and

read, there are groups ranging from  Bounce &

Rhyme for babies and toddlers to Cuppa & A

Chat every Tuesday for adults to enjoy a natter.

If you need help navigating your way round a

computer, there’s free IT help sessions on

offer. Our Reading Well titles are a range of

books covering physical and mental health,

and include titles aimed at children and teens.

And don’t forget if you’re housebound or

struggling to get to the library, our Home

Delivery Service can deliver not just books but

a friendly chat too!

EVENTS

Digital Devon

Book onto one of our free digital skills sessions

in November at Okehampton Library to learn

some basic digital skills or improve and refresh

existing skills. Bring in your own device or use

our public access computers. Contact

Okehampton Library to have a chat about how

we can help, and to book a digital session.

Booking essential.

BIPC Devon launch at Okehampton Library

– Wednesday 23rd November 11:00-13:00

BIPC Devon are opening a new spoke at

Okehampton Library. BIPC Devon are a county

wide based business support organisation, and

the new spokes at Okehampton and Seaton,

will give us a stronger presence in those areas

to help the businesses of West and East Devon,

respectively. We will be running a drop-in

session on the day of the launch, where

businesses can get business support from one

of our business experts. We hope you can join

us for the launch and talk with representatives

of British Library and Libraries Unlimited

during the day.

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with like-

minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at

70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  This is a new partnership

between Libraries Unlimited and Devon Public

Health Nursing.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00
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At Okehampton

Library 



 Bacon Baps 
 will be served on

Saturday  26th

November from 

10 -12 noon at Bridestowe Village Hall. 
As usual this month, Mike Bidmead will be there

with his range of plants, all at very reasonable

prices. Gill from North Lew will be selling her

honey again PLUS free range eggs, and Penny

Mcinnes will be there with her ‘thumbprint’

artwork. Bob and Lesley might join us too (see

page 4) If you’re interested in hiring a table

please get in contact.  There’s only a small

charge. 

I have been considering for some time the idea

of having a couple of tables at BBs where people

can put items they want to move on. For

example at Glebe Park we have a great deal of

redundant bed linen, some unused. Is there any

interest in having a sort of ‘bring and buy’ stall

like this?

 Alison Young 01837 861157  

Bridestowe Volunteer Group

The volunteers plan to meet on 29th October

to litter pick - too late to report in BaSE just

how many bags of rubbish they will collect -

and if there’s time, to prepare the ground in

the community orchard for the planting of

the next batch of fruit trees. 

They will then retire to the village hall where

another team of volunteers will be slaving

away preparing and serving bacon baps!

The November session will be held on

Saturday 26th, meeting at 9.30am at the

cemetery gates. New faces welcome of

course.

The group put their feet up in December and

have a bit of a jolly instead.

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 
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Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor( and Mayor of

West Devon)

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

Lois Samuel, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details: Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton EX20 3AJ

Tel: 01837 851240

Email: Lois.Samuel@devon.gov.uk
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   2 new advertisers



QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact:

Jackie Butler,   Independent Usborne Organiser 
Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    

Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 
and bank holidays open all day from 12 midday

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

£5.95

 Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 
Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 9th
November 

Quiz night in aid of
the Royal British Legion

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318
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         Winter food times
Home-cooked food served  
Monday - Thursday 
 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 8pm 
Friday & Saturday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 9pm

Sunday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 8pm

 Operation Nativity - perfect for Christmas Eve

boxes

Christmas Crosswords - to keep the children

busy during the advent period. 

Magic Painting Christmas Cards - perfect for

the children to paint some Christmas cards for

friends and family. 

Countdown to Christmas - 24 different

activities to enjoy during the advent period. 



TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,
hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £12 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £16 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   
Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired
Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice
Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -

Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea Cakes - Treat Boxes and much
more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.

We are suppliers of puddings and sweet treats for The White

Hart, Bridestowe. 

Next time you’re in, why not give our desserts a try!

Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Fully Qualified and Insured 
Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all
styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP
Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting
Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork

available to order now.

Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes

available, as well as individual joints and sausages.

For prices and more information, contact Alyse

07514943239 or Isaac 07908430236
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NORTHMOOR GARDEN

MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs &

parts

Collection service

available

No VAT on labour

charges

Tel: 07591 655072

Email:

info.northmoor@gmail.com



www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.
Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.
Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard
Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up
repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

 Plenty of plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what
we’ve got. 
John and Angie            01837 861866
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Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery

and Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to
suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@ Nailzbylottie

@ Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours

available. Excellent references
To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Les Sort It!
I am expanding my

gardening  business

and offer a variety of

skills. No job turned

down. All jobs

considered.

Honest, hardworking

and reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction
No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and

marblecut to anysize and shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   

Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord
certificates
Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted
Fascias, glazing & trade counter
Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping

service at sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning

service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever

you have for valeting

- collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 -

£45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    

Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      

 

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations
Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT
Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478             Email:

info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 Deadline around 25th of the month

but can be flexible!

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for November

Thursday 3rd 7.30pm, Rowdens Barn, Reading Group   

Tuesday 8th 12.15 for 12.30, Methodist Church - The Ark, Over 60’s lunch

Wednesday 9th 7.30pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of the Royal British Legion
Thursday 10th 7.30pm, Village Hall, Queen Bees - Book art demonstration

Saturday 12th 10am - 12noon, The Ark, Coffee morning

10am - 3pm, Belstone Village Hall, Craft Fair
Sunday13th 10.15am Remembrance Sunday at St Bridget’s

12:00 – 2:00pm, Sourton Village Hall, Soup, roll and cheese

Tuesday 15th           7.30pm, Stowford Parish Hall, Memories of Lewdown Past 
Wednesday 16th     2.30pm - 3.15 White Hart car park, Mobile library visit
Thursday 17th 10.30ish, The Ark, Thursday Morning Group

Saturday 19th 10am - 3pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Treetops Christmas Market

10am - 4pm, Finch Foundry, Sticklepath, , St Clement’s Day celebration
4pm - 8pm, Lydford House, Lydford Lights

Sunday 20th           7.30pm, The Wharf, Tavistock, Simon &Garfunkel Through the Years 

Saturday 26th 9.30am, Volunteer Group meet at cemetery gates

10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps

Forthcoming Events for December

Saturday 3rd          10am - 12noon, Okehampton Church Hall, Coffee and Carols  

Thursday 8th 12.30pm for 1pm,White Hart, Thursday Morning Group Xmas lunch
Saturday10th - Sunday 18th   St Bridget’s Church, Christmas Tree Festival


