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Why might we need to display notices like this
in Bridestowe? Turn to page 9  to find out.
There are quite a few items for sale. Do
remember there is no charge for adverts. 



The Vicar writes...
 “The queen is dead, long live the King!” so

goes the ancient proclamation on the death

of a monarch. It always sounds a bit harsh to

me  but they weren’t so sentimental back in

the day.

The death of Queen Elizabeth II is a significant

moment in the history of our nation. It has

been a sad time for many. In common with all

funerals the State funeral of the Queen helps

us cope with our grief, it forces us to come

face to face with the reality of death and our

own mortality. The outpouring of grief has

been heartfelt and we have heard many

stories of people’s affection for the Queen.

Like many funerals some stories are best kept

for the wake as they wouldn’t be very

appropriate for the solemnity of the service.

Even so such stories can be just as important

in describing the deceased’s character as the

formal tribute. This one, from an ex-Horse

Guards squaddy, is a fine example:

‘I was on Guard of Honour waiting for the

King of Saudi Arabia on Horseguards. Right

flank, Scots Guard (100 guardsmen), HM

Queen mounted in uniform, next to her the

CO, Col. Gerald, then left flank Queen’s

Company Grenadier Guards (100

guardsmen). We’re stood at ease waiting. Col.

Gerald’s charger (horse) erupted with horse

poo, full volume for two minutes. Col. Gerald

says, “Sorry about that your majesty.” She

replies in a wonderful voice, “That’s alright

Gerald. I thought it was your horse!” 200

guardsmen silently cried with laughter and

tapped their rifle butts on the gravel. From

that moment every man there adored her!’

It’s going to take a while to get used to having

a King, all the ER’s will have to be changed to

CR’s (except Sourton church where we still

have a CR coat of arms from Charles I), all the

stamps and coins will have to have the King’s

head and all the prayer books will have to

have ‘Queen’ crossed out and ‘King’ written in.

(Except Sourton church where the older

books have Queen crossed out and King

written already from Queen Victoria’s reign.)

 The tradition and ceremony of the state

funeral has reminded us, or indeed taught us

because we don’t learn these things at school

any more, about what it means to have

constitutional monarchy, the foundational

ideas on which our country is governed like

English Common Law and the Christian

principles it’s derived from. In a constitutional

monarchy there is a deep and powerful truth

which is that in the end it’s the people that

govern the country.

The role of the monarch may be symbolic but

symbols matter and the King or Queen

symbolises the people. In the coronation oath

the monarch vows to defend the people and

realm, to keep safe all our essential

freedoms. In English Common Law we are all

born with God given rights, everything is

permissible unless there is a law to prohibit it.

(This is the opposite to top down European or

Roman Law, which says everything is

prohibited unless there is a law to permit it.)

Protected by a constitutional monarch living

and embodying the reality of their coronation

oath, no institution, no monarch, no

parliament, no judiciary, no civil service –

outranks the people.

For me, one of the most significant moments

took place in St. Georges Chapel, when the

symbols of state; the crown, sceptre and orb

were placed on the high altar thus signifying

all earthly power is only ever loaned and is

given back to God from whom it comes.

Queen Elizabeth II didn’t just represent all of

that to us, she lived it out in her Christian

faith of which she so often spoke. We hope

and pray that by the grace of God, King

Charles III will do so too.

Adrian Brook
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Hello we need your HELP and

signatures to PREVENT a serious

accident on this dangerous stretch

of road in Devon
Dear Readers, 

A number of residents who live on the Cross
Roads after Bridestowe, on the old A30, on the

way to Lewdown, have started a petition to

request the installation of a 30 mph speed limit.

We need your HELP and signatures to slow traffic

& PREVENT a serious accident on this dangerous

stretch of road.

Read more & please add your signature here
https://www.change.org/Bridestowe30

The section of the road can be found near

postcode EX20 4NS. 

The road from Bridestowe slip road, past Little

Bidlake, and around the next bend begs for 30

mph signs to be put up to enforce the legal speed

limit or decrease it to 30 mph for road safety. 

In the middle of that section of road are a
campsite, a crossroads with a dangerous blind

corner, a number of residential houses, that can’t

use their front doors in fear of speeding vehicles,

and a farm where farm vehicles exit and there are

many horses that hack out from the farm.

It’s the only route to hacking and bridle paths, for

the horses and ponies, at Little Bidlake farm.

It’s too fast a road, with too short a distance from

the blind corners, for vehicles to slow enough to

pass cyclists and horses at the legal speed.

So motorists fly through and very few slow to the

required 10 mph when passing, and lorries often

start braking hard when they see a walker, cyclist,

horse, or slower car and then realise its too late

and whizz past with brakes hissing.

On numerous satellite navigation systems, it
shows as a 30 mph section, as does Google maps,

and it has street lamps* the whole length of the

road, which lends itself to being 30 mph.

The road is dangerous; I spoke with locals and

very few drive fast through this section because it

doesn’t feel or look safe to do

so. It is the causal users that

are speeding through at 60

mph, around a blind corner,

to find to their shock all
manner of road users,

caravans, tractors, dog

walkers, cars, and horses and

ponies from a yard with 30

horses, hacking out 

We’ve had many near misses, on our bikes, in our

car, and on horseback, as cars, motorbikes, and

large lorries whizz past, very few following the

new highway laws of giving a wide birth to cyclists
and horse riders and the max speed of 10 mph.

How do we get 30 mph signs put up, to ensure

road safety??

There are street lights along the road, so it already

lends itself to being a 30 mph limit by highway

law; which says ;

“* National speed limits

A speed limit of 30 miles per hour (48km/h) applies
to all single and dual carriageways with street lights,

unless there are signs showing otherwise.”

At the crossroads and road between the two

corners, if two vehicles approach, one from either

direction, it is not possible to give the room

required to pass safely for cyclists, walkers, or

horse riders and an accident is waiting to happen. 

We have started to report incidents on the British
Horse Society website at

https://horseincident.bhs.org.uk/HorseIncidents/R

eportIncidentStart

and I am liaising with the Local community speed

watch  https://communityspeedwatch.org/ to see

if they can assist.

Action is needed please to put up 30 mph signs, at

either end of street lights section of old A30, as

per other villages on the road 

( whether that’s to enforce a speed of 30 mph
based on current road setup or to amend any

previous decisions to make this national speed

limit )

Please sign so we can share it with the parish

council and gain their support.

You can also show support by emailing the

councillors; see their website at

https://www.bridestowe.org.uk/parish-council/

Kind regards 

For sale 

HP OfficeJet Pro 8012, all in one

wireless printer.

Only used once for testing.

Comes with ink cartridge

£65 ono  Tel: 07510 366 033
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We all wish Tim Acton a speedy

recovery and  hope to see him out

and about as usual.



Lewdown Past                        
The Lewdown and area local history group

The Cathedral Yard Fire &

Exeter’s ancient buildings
an illustrated talk by Todd Gray MBE

Stowford Parish Hall

Tuesday 18th October at 7.30pm

Many of us will remember the distinctive
façade of the Royal Clarence Hotel and

maybe even its historic interior. As the
devastating fire in 2016 took hold, Todd Gray

was early on the scene, advising the fire

service commander. His intimate knowledge
of the ancient buildings on the High Street,

which backed onto the hotel,  greatly
minimised the fire damage to them. Todd’s

further exploration of these alone has

revealed many significant discoveries, partly
through gaining access to previously

unexamined areas. Perhaps he will also be

able to update us on plans to develop the
site. Todd has entertained and enlightened

us many times before and I hope you will
join us for his talk.

Visitors are very welcome. Parking in front

of the hall or opposite. Charge £2 for
members, £3 for non-members to include

refreshments.

Bridestowe Queen

Bees are a group of

ladies from Bridestowe
and the surrounding

area.  We get together
one Thursday evening

a month to enjoy crafty workshops or
demonstrations, as well as a chat and a giggle

over a cuppa.  We raise money for the group to
help pay for the room hire and

workshops/talks and help towards a yearly

outing, we also give half the money raised to a

charity. We have two meetings/workshops

coming up before Christmas:

Glass etching with Ann on Thursday October

13th 

Book Art with Kris on Thursday 10th November
Both meetings will be held in the Margaret

Moore meeting room at Bridestowe village hall
at 7.30pm - new members always welcome or

just £3 per meeting.

Please note!

The White Hart Bridestowe have been kind

enough to organise a Quiz evening on the

evening of Wednesday 12th October to help

raise money for our group and half of the

money raised will go to the Devon Air

Ambulance.  We will also run a raffle and we

would be very grateful for your support.

Post fire

(The Royal Clarence Hotel as it was)

                      CLEAN UP DAY   

Empty diary on a Saturday morning? We have

the solution!! Join other volunteers on

Saturday October 15th

 9.30 to 12.00

        St Bridget’s Church

We can find you lots of things to do  AND

coffee and  cakes  in thanks for your hard

work.

We are hoping the morning will go ahead

without a heat wave this time!

Please bring gardening gloves, tools, garden

waste bags and enthusiasm and we will keep

you occupied!

Please note the earlier start as there have

been complaints that 2 hours is too short a

time and flies by when you’re enjoying

yourself.

Winter grazing for up to 100 sheep .

07779 102128
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Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on 

Wednesday 19th October 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of this

very convenient supply.

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries

Okehampton Recycling

Centre

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

April to September

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm         

FREE

Double (4ft. 6in. wide) firm mattress

in good, clean condition. FREE to

anyone who can collect. Tel. 01837

861551
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The first ‘team’ Choral Evensong took place at

Bridestowe on 28th August for what was almost

certainly the first time in 50 plus years such a

service was held at Bridestowe. It was a lovely

occasion and quite well attended considering it

was a Bank Holiday weekend. If trying to form a

team choir in our five parishes, bearing in mind

the distance involved, seems daunting, this article

may be of encouragement!

An early Parochial Choral Festival

 by Howard Barkell

In the days when Lydford was a scattered

ecclesiastical parish of some 3000 souls and

means of travel were restricted, what seemed

like a hopeless task to attempt was a fund-

raising effort for Princetown Church

Restoration Fund to be held at Lydford, a

Choral Evensong followed by a Bazaar. It was

made possible by the enthusiasm of the clergy

and the chance of a day out for the

participants.

The great day was set for 12th August 1897,

but a violent thunderstorm a couple days

before, rendered the Rectory grounds

unusable, and led to the event being

postponed until the 17th. Choristers from the

isolated farms around Postbridge and

Dartmeet had to leave home by 6.30 a.m. in

order to walk to Princetown, meet up with the

locals there and catch the 8 o’clock train to

Yelverton. Another train took them to

Tavistock, and then on to Lydford. A walk to

the village was followed by light refreshments,

then a practice in St. Petroc’s conducted by the

Curate in Charge of Lydford, Cecil Hope Gill.

Seventy voices participated from the choirs of

Lydford, Princetown, Postbridge and Huccaby.

A public luncheon at 1 o’clock was followed by

the service at 3, when the church was full. The

sermon was preached by the Rector,

W.A.Badger, who lived at Princetown, intoned

by the Curate at Huccaby and Postbridge, Rev

A.Bowman, and the lessons were read by the

Rural Dean, Rev C.H.Taylor, Vicar of Milton

Abbot. (there appears to have been no

shortage of clergy in those days). The organist

(at the harmonium) was the ubiquitous

W.H.Kenner, the headmaster at Lydford

School, who was on duty later in the afternoon

conducting Lydford Band. The united choir

sang the anthem O Taste and See by John Goss

and the Nunc Dimittis by Simper in F and were

well praised for their efforts.

At the following Bazaar the crowd was

entertained by the Lydford Band and maypole

dancing and there was a popular shooting

gallery visited by both men and women as well

as the usual stalls and refreshments. The event

was organised by Miss Hope Gill, the curate’s

sister. £30 was raised for the Restoration Fund.

Another helper was called Bayfield Clark, a

coincidence now that the Rectory is called

Bayfield House. 

It may have been that clergy appointments

were made in a different way in those days

with patrons having more of a say in selecting

candidates, but most curates appeared to be

experienced priests who were only visiting

until they were offered a more permanent

parish elsewhere. Cecil Hope Gill left Lydford

later in 1897, after two years in the village, for

Buckleberry near Reading. On leaving he was

presented with an ivory mounted silver baton

and illuminated address by the choir in

gratitude for his efforts during his short stay.

His sister accompanied him to Buckleberry as

his companion/housekeeper. They took three

local girls with them, Rhoda Worden as cook,

Martha Bickle as parlourmaid and Mary

Pengelly as housemaid.

Hope Gill had been ordained in1882 and had

served on the Isle of Man, in Kensington and

ten years in Cape Colony, South Africa, before

coming to Lydford. Both his brothers were

missionaries, one in India, the other in China.

The former was the CMS secretary in India and

in 1905 was appointed Bishop of Travancore

and Cochin. While in Africa Cecil had married

Katharine Frances Maddock from another

missionary family. Sadly, she died on 1st

November 1896, aged 32 and was buried three

days later in St. Petroc’s churchyard.

He turned up again in Lydford in 1917, prior to

taking up the incumbency at Poynings near

Brighton. By another coincidence I was

speaking to a couple visitors at St. Petroc’s one

morning this week who came from Poynings.

Hope Gill was helping at Tavistock after the

death of the Rector there and took evensong at

St. Petroc’s on at least one occasion. He had

just remarried, his bride being Nancy

Vandelour Williams, the widow of the late Vicar

of Meavy. He was called away
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from evensong because his new mother-in-

law, Mrs May, who lived at Links Tor Lodge,

had met with an accident on her way to attend

the service. While descending the hill near

Trehaven the trap in which she was travelling

broke in two. She was thrown into the road

and succumbed to her injuries.

Cecil Hope Gill moved from Poynings to

Brockenhurst where he was a very popular

incumbent, being busy in all aspects of

spiritual and secular life in the New Forest

area. When he became seriously ill he moved

to a nursing home at Honiton where a brother

was a doctor. He died there on 7th May 1924,

aged 64. His body was returned to

Brockenhurst for burial there.

His widow returned to Lydford where she lived

at Hillside until her death in 1933, aged 57.

She had been widowed twice and lost a son in

infancy. Her comparatively short life had taken

in moves from Haverfordwest to Hamble, to

Meavy, to Bridestowe, to Poynings, to

Brockenhurst and finally back to Lydford.

SOURTON PARISH COUNCIL

The Queen’s Death

The Queen’s death was sudden and, in that

context, unexpected, and it has hit us all.

Parishioners have been signing the book of

condolence in the church and anyone wishing

to lay flowers was encouraged to lay them on

the Green.

Strict Protocols are issued for such moments,

and we did our best to follow them-   A

statement of condolence was put on our

website, the flag was lowered to half mast,

and a Proclamation to the new King was put

up on our noticeboard on the Green.

Scam - Beware

Action Fraud is warning the public about a

sharp rise in reports relating to fake emails

purporting to be from Ofgem, the

independent energy regulator for Great

Britain. The emails claim that the recipient is

due a rebate payment as part of a

government scheme and provides links for the

recipient to follow in order to apply for the

rebate. The links in the emails lead to

malicious websites designed to steal personal

and financial information.

Between Monday 22nd August 2022 and

Monday 5th September 2022, a total of 1,567

phishing emails related to this scam have

been reported via the Suspicious Email

Reporting Service (SERS). All the emails display

the email subject header “Claim your bill

rebate now”. Offenders are using the Ofgem

brand logo and colours to make the emails

look as authentic as possible. However, the

emails ask recipients to “apply for an energy

bill rebate before September 2020”, which is

what prompted many recipients to realise the

emails weren’t genuine.

Future Social Events

In the last issue of BASE we asked people if

they wanted the PC to put on future events,

following the great success of the Jubilee

celebrations when many people said that the

occasion had really brought the community

together and perhaps we should try and do

this again.

We had a limited response, all positive, but

with the Queen’s death and a future

coronation not that far away in the future, we

will probably put any monies that might be

afforded towards the cost of a Coronation

celebration, which we will be expected to

provide.

A decision will not be made until we formally

meet to agree our budget for the forthcoming

year, which will be before Christmas. We are

being advised that PC’s should be looking to

increase their budgets by 10% in order to

cover the costs of rising prices for insurance,

cutting the churchyard, office costs, etc.

Tough decisions are going to have to be made.

Increasing the precept at a time when people

are really struggling to pay their bills, seems

the wrong thing to do, but the PC still has to

meet its financial obligations, so we will need

to see if there are further ways to cut our

costs.

Rosie Young of Crandford Close died

peacefully on Monday 26 September at

the age of 95. She died at home, as she

wished, with family around her. The

funeral details are yet to be finalised. 
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Sunday Worship for October

Sunday 2nd
9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton

11.00am Harvest Service at Methodist Church

with Rev Graham Warmington
Sunday 9th

9.30am Harvest Service at St Bridget’s
11.00am Rev Chris Jackson at Methodist Church

Sunday 16th

9.30am  Joint service at St Bridget’s Church
Sunday 23rd

9.30am Morning Prayer at Sourton

11.00am Mrs Stella Hammond at the Methodist
Church

Sunday 30th

11.00am Benefice Service at Sourton Church
11.00am Rev Irvine Penberthy at the Methodist

Church

The Methodist Harvest Festival service will be on
Sunday 2nd October at 11.00am and the

Harvest Supper on Friday 7th October at 7pm.

£7.50 for beef casserole & pudding.
Please contact Tanya James 07854487250 or

Ruth Stickland 01837 861731 

The Harvest Service at St Bridget’s has been
rearranged to the 9th October at 9.30am.  We

will decide nearer the time whether the weather
is good enough to hold a Harvest Festival on the

Sporting Green -  look out for the posters!

Any tin and package food given to the harvest
services will be donated to the Okehampton

Food Bank and any fresh produce to the

Okehampton Community Kitchen.
Over the past weeks many people have had a

great sense of loss at the passing of our

wonderful Queen Elizabeth. She has been a
constant the whole of our lives for most of us.

But her constant and that of all Christian people

is belief in the love of God shown to all through
Jesus. Before His death and resurrection He gave

His followers this promise.

Jn 14- 27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give
to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.

Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful.”

Belief that He is over all things, in life and death

can bring a peace that overcomes fear. 
In our Late Queens words from her last

Christmas message. “Jesus, whose teachings

have been handed down from generation to
generation, have been the bedrock of my faith.

His birth marked a new beginning.”  We thank

God for the long reign of Queen Elizabeth II
rooted in her faith in Jesus.

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on

Tuesday and Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon

and Wednesday 2pm to 4pm

and Thursday 2.30pm to 4.30pm

Do come and join us, you will be made most

welcome.

-------------------------------

There will be NO Coffee Morning in October

as it clashes with our Harvest Celebrations .

 The November Coffee Morning will be held

on Saturday 12th November.

Many thanks to all the villagers who have

supported our recent Coffee Mornings. Here

is a list of how much you have raised for each

charity.

March        UKraine Appeal  £125

July        Action for Children £115

August    Okehampton Food Bank £200

Sept        Pakistan Flood Relief £300.

Remember you can also hire The Ark for

birthdays/meetings etc. 

Please contact Brian Maddaford (861402)
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PRAYING FOR THE NATION

At this turbulent time, a number of us are

meeting for half an hour in St. Bridget’s

Church every Tuesday morning at 9.30 a.m. to

pray for our nation.   Everyone is welcome

and there is no need to pray out loud.

The Over 60’s
Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 11th

October.
Gather at 12.15 for

lunch at 12.30pm.

Apologies to Jennifer 861592. Thank you.

BRIDESTOWE CRICKET CLUB - NO

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN.

Unfortunately there have been a

number of reports of children/young

people doing unsociable and

dangerous things at the cricket pitch. 

This includes breaking into the pavilion

and climbing onto the roof.

We do not want any further damage to

our property but more importantly any

damage to the young people involved.

Thank you for your continued support

for this important community facility. A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
St. Bridget’s Christmas Tree Festival
will take place between 10th - 18th
December.

More details to follow next month.

Potted strawberry plants,

named varieties including the delicious

Malling centenary

- only £1 each.

Cooking and eating apples.

Preserves.

Perennial plants from just £1

Grantlands,Thorndon cross.

2nd house on right on lane from A1379

Two boys were seen

climbing on the section of

roof between the kitchen

and meeting room of the

Methodist Church on

Saturday 24th September.

This area is plastic and it was

fortunate that they didn’t fall

through. A small amount of

damage was done to the edging but

mercifully the boys came to no harm. Would

parents please emphasize the dangers of

climbing on buildings.

Thank you

ALSO....

Juntos kayak

Brand new and unused

Includes paddle, lifejacket, trolley and

all accessories needed to start up.

Original cost over £800 - will accept just

£400!

Contact and view as above.

For Sale 

Artist’s canvasses for sale 

- still wrapped

5   30 x 24    £18 each

8  20  x  20     £12 each

Tel: 07510 366 033

Also

2 x Outwell Cave Kids children’s

sleeping bags 

£10 each 
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COME AND SING 
Okehampton Choral Society will hold a

COME AND SING on Saturday, 29th

October 2022 at Fairplace Church in

Okehampton.  Rehearsals during the day

will prepare for a performance with

soloists at 6.30 p.m. of the ‘Little Organ

Mass’ by Haydn and Part Two of ‘Messiah’

by Handel.

  Audience admission to the performance

will be FREE with a retiring collection.

Singers wishing to take part will be

welcome. 

See website www.okechoralsociety.org.uk

For further details and registration forms,

email

enquiries@okechoralsociety.org.uk

 or contact Jenny Gibbons, Parkfield,

Belstone, Okehampton, EX20 1RD 

   01837 840282

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

will meet for coffee at the Ark on Thursday

October 20th at about 10.30. (The Ark opens

at 10 so you can go earlier if you like).

Please come along with your suggestions for

Christmas.

 Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551

Lunar cycle for

October
 

   New moon      25th

  First quarter    3rd 

  Full moon         9th

  Last quarter   17 th

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.  
 £5 per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144.
 References available on request

Apple Juicing Service

Have you got too many apples?

We can crush, press and sterilise the

juice from those unwanted apples

and bottle it.

We can use bottles with a screw top

lid that you provide  or 

we can supply new bottles.

Call 01566 783266 for further

information.

 George Bellamy

Woolacott Farm

Lewdown
All Souls and St. Bridget’s

Flower Fund

On Sunday 30th October

there will be a joint

benefice service at Sourton

which will have a combined

theme of All Saints and All Souls.  It has been

decided that this is an appropriate time to

renew the idea of inviting people who would

like to remember loved ones to contribute to

St. Bridget’s Flower Fund which pays for the

flowers used to keep the church looking

beautiful throughout the year. 

There will be a card on the altar containing

the names of all the people to be

remembered.    After the service, it will be

removed to St. Bridget’s.

If you would like to be part of this, please pop

your contribution into an envelope, WITH THE

NAME OF THE PERSON TO BE REMEMBERED,

hand it to me at Close Hill, any PCC member

or at the Vicarage.   Alternatively, if you prefer

to pay by internet transfer, you can ring or

email me for St. Bridget’s bank details and to

tell me the name.

Jenny Reynolds 01837 861678

jenneo78@gmail.com
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Riverside Stores & Post Office

Bridestowe,

Okehampton,

Devon, EX20 4EG

01837 861321

riversidestores@hotmail.com

Your local shop and Post Office

Thank you to everyone who continues to use our village shop and Post Office.

We have some good days, but we also have some very bad days where we can go for 2

hours without seeing anyone. We are not on a thoroughfare and rely mostly on our local

community, please consider what you can do to help us and our Post Office.

If you’ve not received our order form, which highlights all our products and services then

please let us know and we will get one to you.

Pizza night – Saturday 22nd October

Exe Valley Pizza Co. will be outside the shop on Saturday 22nd October. Their mobile

wood fired pizza van will be here from 5pm-9pm. They had over 170 orders last time, so

pre booking is advised. The shop will stay open until 8pm and you will get a 10% discount

off everything between 5pm and 8pm.

You can advance order by calling them on 07402 147335 or visit their website at

www.exevalleypizza.co

Driver required

Number of mornings to suit, starting at 6am for 2-3 hours. Please give us a call if you are

interested.

Volunteer required

Hours to suit, we would be interested to hear from you if you’d like to volunteer a few

hours or days a week to work in the shop and be trained to use the Post Office. No

experience needed, but a good opportunity to learn new skills and meet new people.

Lunch on the Go

Fresh sandwiches, subs and rolls. If you need a quick lunch on the go, then we have it

here.

 All our favourites including Ploughman’s, BLT, Egg mayo, Tuna Mayo, Chicken Tikka and

may more.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR SHOP AND POST OFFICE AND SHOP LOCAL.

Thank you. 

Colin, Michaela and our valued team of drivers

Use it or lose it

We are very fortunate to have a shop and post office in Bridestowe and it  plays an important role

in our community. As you will have read in previous articles in BaSE our shop is struggling due to

lack of custom. Apparently if we could all try to spend £10 a week we can avert its closure. We all

need essentials such as bread, milk, butter, eggs, etc, plus other groceries too. Bear in mind with

the rise in the cost of fuel a round  trip of twelve miles to Okehampton could cost on average

£5.50.

The fate of our shop and post office is in our hands.

So let’s use it not lose it.
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News from the

Moor

Hi everyone

This month is very much about looking ahead

and yes, I am going to mention Christmas.

Before that, a few bits of news.

I am delighted to let you know that the Devils

Cauldron is once again open at Lydford Gorge.

I know how much people have missed the

loop to see this incredible geological feature

so I am sure the good news will be welcomed.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the

pop-up second hand bookshop at Finch

Foundry. It is going really well and people are

enjoying having a browse so we have decided

to leave the bookshop in place until the end of

October half term.

At Castle Drogo, our team of research

volunteers have been digging up stories of the

Drewe family and how musical they were.

Castle Drogo was often filled with music (In my

mind, I’m imagining scenes similar to The

Sound of Music). If there are any local Von

Trapp families willing to perform for us, we’d

love to hear from you as, this Christmas, we’re

asking local musicians to come and help us

bring the Castle to life. We are looking for solo

artists or groups, of any genre, although we

would ask that it is family friendly and a little

bit festive. The Castle will be open from 2nd

December Fridays and weekends and then

everyday between the 19th – 23rd December.

If you think you might be interested in joining

us this Christmas, contact

Helen.bull@nationaltrust.org.uk who will be

able to chat through how it will work.

We are also looking ahead to Spring when we

re-open after the winter deep clean. We are

planning a few volunteer drop in days at

Castle Drogo for those of you who might be

thinking about a new year’s resolution. These

days are for you to pop along for a cuppa,

have a chat and hear from current volunteers

what it is like to be a volunteer for the

National Trust on Dartmoor. The open days

are 11am – 3pm on Monday 30 January,

Saturday 11 March and Sunday 7 May. 

Best wishes all,

Paula 

Volunteering & Community Manager,

Dartmoor

01647 434130,

paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

Autumn is a time for tree

planting and we would like to

add a few more fruit trees to

our Community Orchard in

Bridestowe so if you would

like to pay for a tree -

something in the range of £30 - £35, please

contact Pete Daniels.

Email:

bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk  

Tel: 01837 861244
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Julius Charles Drewe (1856 - 1931)

 BaSE deliveries in Sourton

A very  big thank you to Ann Smith who has

been delivering the newsletter in Sourton

village for some years.

New volunteers have kindly offered to step

into her shoes.



Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor( and Mayor of

West Devon)

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

Lois Samuel, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details: Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton EX20 3AJ

Tel: 01837 851240

Email: Lois.Samuel@devon.gov.uk
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Help Needed – School Governors –

Moorland Hub Local Stakeholder Board.
To support the work of schools and the Trustees,

Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust ensures the local

stakeholder voice is represented and heard through

our Local Stakeholder Boards.  The Moorland Hub is

one of these, and includes the 6 primary schools of

Boasley Cross, Bridestowe, Exbourne C of E,

Highampton Community, Lydford and Northlew &

Ashbury Parochial C of E. 

The local stakeholder board provides local access for

our parents and carers, and has a group of diverse

Governors who work cooperatively to fulfil the

following roles:

    • To advise/act as a critical friend to the Principals;

    • To advise the Trust Board about local issues they

need to consider that might affect the schools;

    • To represent the interest of the community

within the Trust;

    • To represent the school in its community;

    • To ensure that each school’s co-op identity is

supported by listening to the pupils, parents, staff

and the local community.

Our board can accommodate people with differing

desires and skills. Governors do not need to have an

education sector background, nor do they

necessarily need to have children at one of our

schools. In addition to the basic roles above, there

are also lead roles available for those with specific

interests or skills. 

For an application form please contact

j.hooper@dmatschools.org.uk. 

To find out more, or to arrange an informal chat,

please email j.hooper@dmatschools.org.uk or the

Chair of Governors

RHollingsworth@dmatschools.org.uk

A Few More Committed Skiers Wanted!

For the 2022/23 Snow Season!

To complete a small &

happy band of 10-12. 

Group bookings share

discounts why pay full

price? 

Fully organised all

inclusive holiday

packages using

mainstream holiday

providers. (ABTA/ATOL  protected) 

It’s summertime, the 2022/23 snow

season ideas:  

(1) A Christmas week hopefully. (2) A mid-

January week definitely. (3) A mid-

February week definitely. (4) A mid March

week probably. ...But where? Chalets

always first in the thinking, location all

depends on skiers actually committing!

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few

ski weeks! 

For more information:  

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk  

Book and Puzzle  sale at

Okehampton Library on 

Saturday 8th October,
10am - 12, raising money for the Friends

Of Okehampton Library and the charity

Libraries Unlimited. Every penny raised

goes directly towards library services that

promote a love of reading and boost

people’s wellbeing across communities.



Movie Watch - September 2022
 
 Just It would feel inappropriate this month to

begin anywhere other than with broadcast

coverage of the Funeral of Her Majesty the

Queen.
 At the time of preparing these pages, research

figures are still filtering through but it would

appear that an average in excess of 26 million
people watched the Westminster Abbey service.

This figure would equate to around 95% of the
available audience, across all channels.

 That would represent the largest domestic TV

audience since March 2020 when the Prime

Minister announced stringent Coronavirus
restrictions to an audience estimated at 27.1

million viewers. Prior to that, the largest recent

audience was the 29.8 million attracted by the
final of the Euro 2020 football tournament. The

game was shown simultaneously on BBC and

ITV. That in turn was the largest TV audience

since the funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales,
back in 1997.

 The overwhelming majority, thought to be
around 85%, turned to BBC for the hour-long

service. BBC figures claim more than 32 million

viewers watched their coverage at some point
during the day of the funeral. From a personal

perspective, we tend to use Sky News as our

preferred news source but for events of real

national significance, still revert to the BBC.
 Naturally the BBC wheeled out their big hitters

for the funeral and the biggest of them all, in the

shape of Huw Edwards, David Dimbleby and
Kirsty Young, duly excelled. 

 He may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but

Edwards is simply the go-to figure for major
events. Remarkably David Dimbleby is 83 but

that rich voice and calm demeanour only serve

to stress the BBC’s folly in mindlessly culling so
many of their presenters, far younger than

himself. Meanwhile Kirsty Young has surely now

earned her place in that very top group. Her
closing, ‘A veil of sorrow has covered the nation…..’

piece was superbly delivered, as she struggled

to hold it together. She’s become a consummate

broadcaster and it’s good to see her back after a
lengthy spell of sick leave.

 From the brief glimpses I caught, presenters on
other channels struggled, certainly by

comparison. Mary Nightingale on ITV looked

terrified by the magnitude of what she was

attempting to describe, while Dan Walker on
Channel 5 lacked gravitas, not to mention self-

awareness.

I’m not a fan of the licence fee, certainly in the

current form, but when the BBC cut out the
political posturing and concentrate on what they

do best, you have to acknowledge they’re still
very good.

 Anyway, apologies are due. When I was
elected/press-ganged into this role, by the

previous Postmasters, it was on the basis that

Fiona and I went to the cinema occasionally and

may as well convey to villagers what we’d seen.

At least I think that was how David put it.
Whatever, I seem to be drifting further away

from that objective and closer to the small
screen. Rest assured I shall aim to address that

failing over the winter months, as the film stock

hopefully improves.

 Having said that, we made one cinema visit this
month, to watch See How They Run. We’d

enjoyed the trailer and both thought Saorsie

Ronan was terrific in Brooklyn and again in Lady
Bird, both award winners.

 She and Sam Rockwell do their best in See How

They Run but their best is nowhere near

enough to save this hopelessly unfunny, camp

comedy. Set in 1950’s London and based

around the early performances of Agatha
Christie’s subsequently long-running whodunnit

The Mousetrap, the story centres around an

imagined backstage homicide.

To be fair, the two stars are likeable and entirely
watchable. In fact I’d be keen to see them

together again, but in something more suited to
their skills than this puerile nonsense. It’s a

strong recommendation from us………avoid!

Apart from See How They Run, the New Carlton

continues to offer Don’t Worry Darling (a

psychological thriller starring Florence Pugh and
Harry Styles), Ticket to Paradise (George

Clooney and Julia Roberts in a romantic comedy

inspired by Mamma Mia!) and Fisherman’s

Friends although I doubt the last of those will
linger much longer. I’ve not heard a good word

about it, but each to their own.
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To be honest, I can’t see anything on the

‘October Coming Soon’ page that would lure me
to the cinema on a dark night but as usual it

would be worth checking the website for late

schedule amendments.

Finally, a few TV recommendations and two
large thumbs-up (that’s one from each of us) for

the delightful ‘Mortimer and Whitehouse - Gone
Fishing’ on BBC2 (Fridays at 9pm).

I readily admit that a fishing programme,
featuring two male comedians in their sixties,

both of whom have suffered serious heart

problems, does not sound like a recipe for

compelling viewing. However this is charming

television, well worth tracking down. Paul
Whitehouse is the fishing expert, relatively

speaking, while Bob Mortimer exudes puppy-
like enthusiasm for whatever is on the agenda.

He’s also extremely funny.

The show is BAFTA-nominated and has already

run to five series, all of which can be accessed
on the iPlayer. Strongly recommended.

I’ve mentioned here before that Channel 5
needs to be taken increasingly seriously as a

credible broadcaster. Yes, there’s still some
dreadful old tat on the channel, some dating

back to the early days (when, entirely

coincidentally, I worked there), but also some

gems tucked away. Michael Palin: Into Iraq is a

new three-part series (Tuesdays at 9pm) which,

if half as good as his extraordinary North

Korean series, will be well worth watching. The

79-year-old claims this will be his last big
adventure but I think he said that before he

visited the notorious dictatorship in 2018.

Finally, on a BaSE reader recommendation (we
love those), we watched The Gray Man on

Netflix. Ryan Gosling and Chris Evans star in a
$200m budget, Bond-style action thriller set in a

series of exotic international locations. It’s said

to be one of the most expensive films yet
commissioned by Netflix. It’s not what you

might describe as intellectually taxing but the

action keeps on coming. Good fun.

David Harrison

August 2022

 

 Lego Advent Calendars Available Now

This years amazing Lego City, Friends, Star Wars, Harry

Potter and Marvel advent calendars are now available at

The Toy Shop, Red Lion Yard, Okehampton. Order yours

now by calling us on 01837 52368 or go to our website

https://thetoyshopoke.co.uk/collections/lego and get

yours there - but hurry, they are selling fast!!
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The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for 

Bridestowe Village Hall
No winner in

September  so

there’s a £200

rollover prize

up for grabs on

29th October.

It could be me!

A reminder for those that pay 6 monthly that

their subs are due from 1/10/22 . 

Many thanks

 Alison Young  01837 861157

young53@btinternet .com 



 Sourton News - September

Her late Majesty – Queen Elizabeth

So many of us were deeply affected by the death
of our beloved Queen. Although we were half

expecting  it to happen, seeing she was 96 years
old, it still came as a shock to us. I think we just

thought she would go on for ever ! Although I
have never seen the Queen in person, I almost

felt as if it were a family bereavement. I was 4
years old when she came to the throne and I
well remember seeing her coronation on a tiny

black and white TV crowded in to our doctor’s
house with all the neighbours. I saw a beautiful

young woman in an enormous church being
crowned and then riding in a golden coach

pulled by horses. At Sourton on the day she died
at 12 midday Tony tolled the muffled tenor bell

96 times for every year of her life. On the day of
the funeral at 11.a.m. Tony rang the half muffled

tenor bell to honour her.
On the Sunday afterwards we had a service of

Commemoration at Sourton, led by Caroline,
where we joined in with churches all around the

country to remember her. We also sang ‘God
Save the King’ for our new King Charles III.

There has been a Book of Condolence in the
church for people to sign.

Shoe Boxes for Ukraine

This year we are sending Christmas Shoe Boxes
to needy children in Ukraine. This is being
organised by Central Methodist Church Exeter

through Blythswood Care, a Christian charity
based in Glasgow. Central Methodists have been

working with them for about six years. If you
would like to know more about their work

please look at their website  -blythswood.org
and you will be able to read personal accounts

of people who received shoe boxes last year.
Many of us were concerned about how the

shoeboxes would get to the children in Ukraine
in the chaos of war. Having read about

Blythswood Care and talked to Sue Keatt , the
organiser in Exeter, I feel our boxes would have

a fair chance of getting to their recipients.

If you would like to join in please contact Jenny

Batten on 01822 820391 and I will send you a
leaflet with all you need to know to fill a shoe

box. If you don’t want to fill a whole shoe box
but would like to contribute one or two things

please let me have them. If you would prefer to
contribute money towards the transport of the

boxes please give Jenny the cash or send a
cheque to Sourton  PCC  (Shoe Box Appeal) .

Boxes need to be delivered to Jenny at Vale
Down Lydford by 28th October. They will be

picked up from Fairplace Church Okehampton
after the service of Blessing on November 6th at

11 a.m. to which you are most welcome.

 Harvest Thanksgiving
We will be decorating the church on Saturday

1st October if anyone would like to join in. There
will be the normal Sunday Holy Communion
Service on Sunday October 2nd. On Monday

October 3rd there will be a Harvest Thanksgiving
Service at 6 p.m. followed by a Buffet Supper in

the Hall afterwards. Tickets are available at £5
(2.50 for under 16) for the Supper from

Tony on 01822 820391.  Please pay in advance.
There will be a Collection for Farm Community

Network at the service. All other proceeds from
the evening will be for Sourton Church. If you

would like to contribute produce please bring it
to the church beforehand. It will be taken down

to the Hall afterwards and put on a table. There
will be no Auction this year but donations to the

church will be welcome. There will be a Raffle .
Donations of prizes would be welcome.

 Christingle

The Christingle Service will take place at 4 p.m.
on December 4th followed by tea in the Hall. We

very much look forward to welcoming the

Treetops children after 2 years without a

Christingle. Laura tells me they are already

practising their songs!

 Services for October

2nd October           Holy Communion  9.30 a.m.

3rd October           Harvest Thanksgiving  6 p.m.

9th October      Holy Communion at 

Bridestowe 9.30 a.m.

16th October         Morning Prayer at 

Bridestowe  9.30 a.m.

30th October           Morning Prayer 9.30 a.m.

Jenny Batten
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 Sourton Village Hall - a venue for all occasions

Sourton Village Hall is a popular location for special events

such as a wedding reception, a venue for a birthday party,

concerts, family parties and wakes following funerals.  It is also

an ideal function venue for conferences, meetings, training

seminars and exercise classes.

The hall has good facilities; it offers a large hall that can seat 120 and 220 standing comfortably; a

well appointed kitchen that has recently been refurbished and  a small meeting room . There is a

male, female and disabled toilet off the main hall. Outside there is a patio to the right hand side

of the hall and this is often used to have a covered bar. 

The hall has disabled /wheelchair access with ramped entrances. There is a small area to the front

of the village hall for parking but often extra parking can be made available for a large function on

request.

For prices and to book contact Paul Alford 07799 778 779  Alison Ewen  07990 981 826       

 Visit the website to see prices and view the calendar for availability

  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk       Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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Lydford Foxes AFC - Session for 5-8

year olds
The exciting session for our popular “Fox

Cubs” will be returning on Saturday 17th

September from 9am-10am at Lydford Sports

Field, EX20 4BE.

Established in 2016 this small, friendly local

youth football club with a strong family feel

offering fun training sessions to focus on the

development of skills for the beautiful  game.

Sessions will run at Lydford Sports Field each

Saturday. To register your interest please

contact us at play@lydfordfoxes.com or just

turn up on Saturday mornings at 09.00. We

look forward to seeing you

BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP 

 Our next meeting will be

held on Thursday 6th

October starting at 7.30p.m.

Our hosts are David and Rosemarie Fraser at

Millaton Cottage.  We will be discussing

Blackout by Simon Scarrow. New faces always

welcome.

01566 783529

 email: neil@neiledgson.com 

For November’s diary



National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 After some much needed rain at the

beginning of September there were some

gorgeous sunny days, although the

temperature tipped towards the cooler end of

the scale. 

We’re deeply saddened by the death of Her

Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. During her reign,

the Queen’s towering leadership and

unshakable integrity were a source of pride

and inspiration for generations of people

around the world. It was wonderful to see so

many people pay their respects either by

travelling to London, joining a local service of

remembrance, or in private. I watched the

coverage on the TV with plenty of tea (from an

old typhoo teapot that I think has been

around almost as long as me) and home-made

biscuits. My way to remember the queen and

thank her for her dedication and service.

Last month in the orchard I found a strange

wobbly, bright green blob, about 2cm across,

attached to an acorn on a pedunculate oak

tree. When I looked it up I found it was a

knopper gall. Apparently an adult cynipid

wasp lays its eggs in the oak tree buds. As the

egg develops it releases chemicals that distort

the normal growth of the developing acorn,

causing it to grow into an unusual shape.

Inside this gall the wasp larvae can feed and

develop out of harm’s way. There are many

different types of gall, and they can be caused

by a variety of agents - from viruses, fungi and

bacteria, to other plants, insects and mites.

Plant galls can often be identified by their

specific growth pattern. A common one is the

marble gall, hard brown balls found on oaks.

Another fun one to spot on dog rose is a

robin’s pin-cushion, a mass of green fluffy

stalks with red tinged ends.

If the autumnal weather has prompted you to

have a bit of a sort out then we are still in the

market for second-hand books, puzzles and

DVDs. You can drop them off any time we’re

open. From Monday 31 October just give us a

ring or email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk to arrange

a suitable time to drop off.

What’s coming up…

Poisonous plants - autumn trail

Friday 7 to Sunday 30 October, 10am-3pm

Follow the trail around the orchard to learn

about some of the poisonous plants that can

be found around the gorge. Free, no booking

required

Opening Times 29 March to 30 October

Just a reminder that we’ll be closed on

Mondays during October (except for Mon 24

October which falls in half term).

Lydford Gorge trails 10 - 4           Tues - Sunday

Tea-rooms                  10.30 -30     Tues - Sunday

Second-hand bookshop 10 -3.30 Tues - Sun

 

We’ll revert to winter opening arrangements

(just Waterfall walking trails, with tea-room

open on weekends until Christmas) from

Monday 31 October.

Please check our website for uptodate

information.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, 

Nr Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320

 Registered Charity Number 205846

Supporting

individuals with all

their concerns,

historic and current. 

West Devon

Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom

Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 

For more information or to book a FREE 20

minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk

Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting

soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that

someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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Events at the Library

Digital Devon

Book onto one of our free digital skills sessions

in October at Okehampton Library to learn

some basic digital skills or improve and refresh

existing skills. Bring in your own device or use

our public access computers. Contact

Okehampton Library to have a chat about how

we can help, and to book a digital session.

Booking essential.

Okehampton Library Fun Palace – Saturday

1st October 09:30-12:30

Fun Palaces is a national campaign to put

culture in the heart of local communities. It is

an annual weekend of action - arts, science,

craft, tech, digital, heritage and sports. We are

offering a creative community morning of free

taster activities. 

Crochet - 09:30-10:30    Needle Felting -

11:00-12:00    Ukulele - times TBC

‘Libraries Week’ - 3- 8th October 

‘Read Easy’ information stand – Tuesday 4

October 10:00-12:00

National Charity Read Easy are hosting an

information stand at Okehampton Library for

people to come along to discuss the research

they have available.  Also to consider ways to

encourage those they recognise as having

problems with reading to seek the help that

they provide.  

‘An Evening of Devonshire Custom and

Song’ with Jim Causley and Mark Norman -

Thursday 6th October 19:30  

More than simply a folk-singer, multi award

winning singer-songwriter, musician and proud

Devonian Jim Causley is an all-round

entertainer. Supporting Jim is Mark Norman

who is curator for the Folklore Library and

Archive, and Recorder of Folklore for the

Devonshire Association. Enjoy an evening with

some discussion on different aspects of Devon

folklore (legends, farming etc) with Jim

performing a number of local songs in

between each piece. Tickets are £5 each,

available at the library or through Eventbrite.

Small charge for refreshments.  

Book & Puzzle Sale - Saturday 8th October

10:00-12:00 (mentioned on page 13)

Creepy Crafts & Spooky Stories - 28th

October 10:30-11:30

From skeletal hands for ages 7+ to flying

ghosts, witches, owls and stars for ages 3+

Crafts will be 50p each - Booking essential.

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with like-

minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at

70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  This is a new partnership

between Libraries Unlimited and Devon Public

Health Nursing.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00
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 Bacon Baps 
 will be served on

Saturday  29th

October from 

10 -12 noon at

Bridestowe Village Hall. 
We had a very enjoyable session in

September with some new faces and such a

good atmosphere.

The ‘buttered’ baps are proving very popular.

 As usual this month Mike Bidmead will be

there with his range of plants, all at very

reasonable prices. Gill from North Lew will

be selling her honey again PLUS free range

eggs, and Penny Mcinnes will be there with

her ‘thumbprint’ artwork. If you’re interested

in hiring a table please get in contact.

There’s only a small charge. 

Alison Young 01837 861157  

Bridestowe Volunteer Group

The volunteers have  been busy;  in the

Community Orchard, they have  been weeding

and mulching around each tree. Mowing the

grass along the footpath from Trescote Way to

the village hall, mowing the fruit tree strips and

mowing the corner by Queen Elizabeth Terrace

has kept Ian busy. The hedge has been trimmed

near the cemetery gate too.Every session involves

a stint of litter picking and when the group meet

 on Saturday 29th October the plan is to litter pick

along the old A30. 

 We will rendezvous at the cemetery gates at

9.30am. After the session the group will retreat to

the village hall for well earned bacon buttered

baps. 

New faces are always welcome.

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 
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QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact:

Jackie Butler,   Independent Usborne Organiser 
Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    

Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 
and bank holidays open all day from 12 midday

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

£5.95

 Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 
Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 12th
October 

Quiz night in aid of
the Queen Bees.

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Nr Okehampton, Devon      Tel: 01837 861318
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         Winter food times
Home-cooked food served  
Monday - Thursday 
 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 8pm 
Friday & Saturday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 9pm

Sunday
12 -2pm and 6pm - 9pm



TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £12 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £16 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -

Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea Cakes - Treat Boxes and much
more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.

We are suppliers of puddings and sweet treats for The White

Hart, Bridestowe. 

Next time you’re in, why not give our desserts a try!

Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Fully Qualified and Insured 
Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork

available to order now.

Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes

available, as well as individual joints and sausages.

For prices and more information, contact Alyse

07514943239 or Isaac 07908430236
BaSE  Page  27

NORTHMOOR GARDEN

MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs &

parts

Collection service

available

No VAT on labour

charges

Tel: 07591 655072

Email:

info.northmoor@gmail.com



www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard

Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up
repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

 Plenty of plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what
we’ve got. 
John and Angie            01837 861866
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Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery

and Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@ Nailzbylottie

@ Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours

available. Excellent references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Les Sort It!
I am expanding my

gardening  business

and offer a variety of

skills. No job turned

down. All jobs

considered.

Honest, hardworking

and reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and

marblecut to anysize and shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   

Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord

certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping

service at sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning

service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever

you have for valeting

- collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 -

£45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    

Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      

 

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations
Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT
Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478             Email:

info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 Deadline around 25th of the month

but can be flexible!

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for October
(Back by popular demand but not always accurate!)

Thursday 6th 7.30pm, Millaton Cottage, Reading Group   

7.30pm, Okehampton Library,‘An Evening of Devonshire Custom and 

Song’ with Jim Causley and Mark Norman   

Friday 7th 10am - 3pm, Lydford Gorge, Poisonous plants - autumn trail (until 

Sunday 30th October)
6pm - 11pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Barn dance

Saturday 8th 10am - 12noon, Okehampton Libray, Book & Puzzle sale
Tuesday 11th 12.15 for 12.30, Methodist Church - The Ark, Over 60’s luncheon

Wednesday 12th Goose Fair, Tavistock
7.30pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of the Queen Bees

Thursday 13th 7.30pm, Village Hall , Queen Bees - glass etching

Thursday 20th 10.30am, The Ark, Thursday Morning Group
 6pm - 7.30pm, Sourton Village Hall, Hatha Yoga sessions start

Saturday 15th 9.30am - 12noon, St Bridget’s Clean Up Day

Tuesday 18th           7.30pm, Stowford Parish Hall The Cathedral Yard Fire &
Exeter’s ancient buildings

Wednesday 19th     2.30pm - 3.15 White Hart car park, Mobile library

Saturday 29th 9.30am, Volunteer Group meet at cemetery gates
10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Bap

 From 10am, Fairplace Church, Come and Sing 
  6.30pm Performance


