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And talking of trees...

Tree Wardens are a national force of local tree 

champions and a key part of The Tree Council’s 

Community Action Programme.

The Tree Council launched the Tree Warden

Scheme in 1990 and co-ordinates the scheme

nationally. It works with local authorities,

voluntary organisations, parish councils and

local partnerships to set up and develop 

tree warden networks in town, city and

countryside.

Today there are many thousands of tree

wardens in local networks throughout the UK,

forming a volunteer force of immense value to

the environment. 

When you read Terry Prichard’s article ,

‘Planting The Fossil Tree’, you will realise Terry

has a passion for trees and he is keen to take

on  the role of Tree Warden for Bridestowe.

 Terry has several ideas on how to raise the

profile of local trees. One is to encourage

people to tell him of examples of special trees

within the parish and then to have them

photographed so that a display of Bridestowe’s

noteworthy trees can be compiled.

 Another idea is to produce a ‘Tree Trail’, a

circular walk that takes in good examples of

indigenous (or exotic) species within the area.

It’s surprising how many people have troubled

identifying our main species.

If you  know of a tree that you think is worth

photographing,or you have a ‘tree related’

project in mind, do get in touch with Terry.

 emaildebsandtel@hotmail.co.uk
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Wishing you all a
very happy Christmas
and New Year

Bridestowe’s Village Christmas Tree

The plan is to put the tree up on

Sunday 5th December around 2pm.

Children at the Primary School and

Treetops will be making their own

decorations for the tree but anyone

who would like to contribute their own

ornament, please come and hang it on

from 15.00.

In the evening at

18.00, we’ll be

turning the lights

on and there will

be seasonal

refreshments on

offer and some

carol singing. The

more, the merrier!

Okehampton’s Edwardian Evening -Thursday December 2nd
Lights switched on at 6pm followed by Mayor’s 7 Carols by St James’ Church.

Something for everyone 

Planting a Fossil Tree page 14
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The Vicar writes                
There have been rumours of Christmas being

cancelled this year because of Covid, fuel

shortages, food shortages, power cuts and

whatever else the media rumour mill can

churn out. I can’t see how Christmas can really

be cancelled, after all it’s a celebration of the

birth of Christ. I suppose they mean the

commercial Christmas, the one that starts in

the middle of October and finishes on Boxing

Day. That might not be a bad thing if it meant

we didn’t have to endure endless, tacky,

tinselly, PC, TV adverts trying to entice us to

buy their pointless, tawdry products. (One of

the good things about the festive season is it

gives grumpy old men like me plenty to be

grumpy about.)

So what if we can’t get a turkey? Get a bit of

beef or chicken instead, it’s only a roast dinner

after all. If we can’t get everything in the

shops, don’t bother, use the time to chill out,

think about Advent instead. If we get a power

cut, light some candles and have a

conversation or sing some carols. If the kids

can’t have the present they want because you

would need to re-mortgage the house, spend

some extra time with them instead - play a

game, read a story.

We need to get back to the real meaning of

Christmas. You often hear people say ‘ ‘Tis the

season to be jolly’  ‘peace, goodwill to all men’

and all that stuff but Christmas can be a very

difficult time for some people. Divorce and

suicide rates are much higher, expectations of

joy and peace can create enormous stress

when hope and reality clash. 

You don’t get peace and goodwill merely by a

date on the calendar.

There are many layers to the meaning of

Christmas. One of the oldest is that at the

darkest time of the year the hero is born. The

birth of Christ symbolises the hope that

comes out of darkness and chaos, when

everything is bleak and falling apart, the thing

can set it right emerges. Jesus was born into

danger as Herod was looking to kill all the

firstborn, symbolising the danger that always

dogs our existence.

No matter how dark our lives become

whether it’s fear of covid, climate change,

political tyranny or  because of more personal

circumstances like bereavement, job loss,

debt, loneliness, relationships, there is always

hope. One of the readings at the Carol Service

describes Jesus as ‘the Word’ from the Greek

Logos which means the thing that always sets

things right, eternally reborn at the darkest

period in time. Why not invite that into your

heart and family? And it’s free!

Adrian Brook

The Ark
Bridestowe Methodist Church

There will be a Coffee Morning with
cake stall

On Saturday 11th December
 10am to 12 noon.

Also open for teas and coffee and a
chat on

Tuesday and Thursday
From 10am to 12 noon

And 2.30pm to 4.30pm.
Do come and join us, you will be made

most welcome.
The ARK can be booked contact 

Brian Maddaford (861402)
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 A War Time Christmas

Howard Barkell

Memories of Christmas as a day or season will

very much depend on the place and

circumstances you were in at the time. In 1943

I was living at Bridestowe with my parents and

older sister. In those days, like most villages,

the place was fairly self sufficient. There were

two shops selling food, rationed of course, and

general goods, a butcher’s shop, a post office,

two public houses, a tailor, a cobbler, a

carpenter/undertaker, a blacksmith cum

garage/petrol station (rationed) and places to

buy milk.  Some men and women were away

serving in the forces, others doing war work in

factories around the country. Much larger

numbers of American soldiers were occupying

the large infantry camp at Leawood, the

smaller ordnance camp at Bridestowe Station

and the Military Hospital at Millaton. Most

evacuees had returned home, but some

mothers and children from away were living

with parents/grandparents for the duration of

the war.

Despite the fact that food was rationed,

clothing was rationed and coal was rationed

most people tried to keep a traditional

Christmas, at least as far as Christmas Dinner

was concerned. Petrol rationing did not

directly affect many people because hardly

anybody owned a car. There was no bus

service, the only means of travel was by train.

The owner of the petrol station was able to

run a taxi to and from the station as needed,

but travel was not very common. 

The blackout was still in place and this applied

not only to buildings but also to traffic. It was

hoped that complete darkness would make

enemy bombing less effective. Air Raid

Wardens patrolled the streets to make sure no

light was showing after dark. My father was a

warden. He was kitted out with a dark blue

uniform complete with tin helmet and issued

with a stirrup pump and two buckets to help

fight any fires caused by incendiary bombs.

Our windows were covered by purpose built

blinds every night. They comprised a wooden

frame covered with roofing felt held in place

by latches. Perhaps it was because of his

position that we had to set a good example.

Most people relied on heavy curtains. All

vehicle headlights were masked with slotted

covers to deflect the beams downwards

making venturing out after dark a difficult and

dangerous time for both drivers and

pedestrians. A pedestrian knocked down and

killed by a cyclist approaching Lydford

illustrates this.

Christmas Dinner usually comprised some

kind of poultry, a once a year treat, followed

by Christmas Pudding. We had a smallholding

at the time where my father kept a few cows

and a small flock of hens, so we were

privileged as far as food was concerned. We

always fattened a cockerel or two especially

for Christmas. My father never had the heart

to kill them, so Bert Tucker who had been a

butcher before joining the railway, always did

the deed. My mother had no problem in

drawing and preparing the bird for the oven

because she had been the cook at Great

Bidlake. All cooking was done in a portable

oven placed on a two burner paraffin stove.

Since the 1941 National Farm Survey all

farmers had been given orders about what

crops they had to grow to produce food. One

of the requirements was acres of potatoes,

another was root vegetables and hardy

brassicas like brussels sprouts, kale and flat

pole cabbages, so we were never short of

vegetables. We sold untreated milk from the

back door, customers providing their own

jugs. Some preferred ‘scalded’ milk because it

was cheaper, so a large enamel pan of milk

was often placed on the paraffin stove and

when the milk cooled the cream was skimmed

off leaving the scalded milk. The cream came

in very useful when the Christmas pudding

was served. Sometimes excess cream was

made into butter.

My uncle was serving with the Royal Engineers

in Italy after being rescued from France in

1940 and subsequent time in North Africa, so

my aunt and cousin spent the day with us and

so did my aunt who ran the Post Office next

door. The Christmas tree was adorned with

various baubles most of which were easily

broken and the downstairs rooms were

decorated with paper streamers and bells, etc.

The front room was used for probably one of

the few times in the year. It was heated by an

open fire which had a propensity for

downdraught. The actual meal was served at a

round walnut dining table.

The festivities started with
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hanging a stocking at the end of the bed in

anticipation of a visit from Father Christmas. I

remember hearing a distinct noise in the night

and discovered a trainset next morning, not a

Hornby, but an engine painted in austerity

black and a couple carriages, worked by

clockwork. It ran on a circular track. I never

stopped to wonder how on earth my parents

managed to find such a treasure for me. The

other bits in the stocking would have been

gleaned from careful use of the various food

coupons. While I was enjoying all this my

father would have had to be in the Post Office

by quarter past six to sort the mail for the

three postmen to deliver. Then he would have

gone to the smallholding behind Standon to

milk the cows by hand and to feed the stock, a

chore to be repeated before tea in the late

afternoon.

The “season” would have started earlier in the

month when the boys from Marlborough

House School presented their excellent

version of Lessons and Carols at the church.

This boarding school from Hawkhurst in Kent

was evacuated to Great Bidlake until the

threat of invasion and the likelihood of victory

was assured.

A visit to church would have been part of the

morning because one aunt played the organ

and the other and my father were the

backbone of the choir. Church bells were

silent of course. A Sunday School party would

have taken place at sometime after Christmas.

From late May Leawood Camp had been home

the 2nd Battalion 116th Infantry Regiment US

Army. They were training for an amphibious

landing somewhere in the future. At Christmas

they organised a party at the camp for all the

local children. I don’t remember anything

about the party but the spread of food was

amazing to children used to rationing. Much of

the food was rich in sugar, I was particularly

taken by ring doughnuts which I had never

seen before and all kinds of fruit not at that

time available to the general public in this

country.

 It was a good Christmas, but some were not

so fortunate. Members of the local Home

Guard platoon from Southerly and Lake had

their dinners interrupted when they were

called out in miserable weather to search for a

plane thought to have crashed on the moor.

But that is another story.

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

For one month only we’ll be breaking our

third Thursday rule and meeting on

WEDNESDAY December 8th for our

Christmas lunch. Meet at the White Hart

around 12.30 for lunch at 1.00. Please

remember to bring a small (maximum value

£5) wrapped gift to go in the “secret Santa”

sack.

In November we received a warm welcome

at The Ark and the members agreed to make

that our regular meeting place during the

winter months. So (Covid developments

permitting) we shall meet there at 10.30 on

the third Thursday of the month in January,

February and March.

Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551.

“Christmas! ‘Tis the season for kindling the

fire of hospitality in the hall, the genial

flame of charity in the heart.”

– Washington Irving, 19th century American

author known for his biographical works and

such stories as ‘Rip Van Winkle’ and ‘The

Legend of Sleepy Hollow.’
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 Lily Luxton will not be
sending Christmas cards this
year due to problems with her
vision but she would like to

send Christmas and New Year
greetings to all her family,
friends and well-wishers.
Lily would like to thank

especially all those people who
have helped her through this
year and Mark for always

being there for her.



Bridestowe Parish Council News

A recent parish council planning meeting

discussed again the plans for plot 1 on the

Rectory Road development site for 4

dwellings: Applic. Nos: 3184/21/VAR

(4136/19/FUL previously granted). PC

comments on this application have already

been submitted to WDBC as reported in last

month’s BaSE. However, following discussions

with the applicants, the parish council

convened a site meeting and subsequently

adjusted their comments to WDBC as follows:

“Bridestowe Parish Council has an objection to

planning application 3184/21/VAR. The

original application, 4136/19/FUL had placed

all four houses in the development in line with

the property known as Lyndhurst thus

minimising the visual impact and protecting to

a large extent the valued views of  Dartmoor

from Rectory Road and from the conservation

area; The need for this was emphasised by

English Heritage in their statement on the

original full application. However, this

proposed variation to the dwelling (Plot

number 1) places a part of the building

beyond the site line so it obtrudes further into

the field.”

  The previous comment regarding the

perceived rotation of the building (in the

plans) was, the council accepts, a

misunderstanding and has been deleted.

Planning Applic. Nos: 3773/21/OPA: The parish

council supported an outline application with

all matters reserved for proposed

construction of agricultural worker’s dwelling

at Knole farm, Bridestowe. EC20 4HA. 

The new cemetery seat looks great, having

been affixed to the concrete plinth. The parish

council wishes to say a huge thank you to all

those volunteers who carried out the work

and funded the whole project.  

The parish council receives many comments

from the public (probably more than any

other matter) expressing their disgust that

dog faeces are not being picked up in the

churchyard and Sporting Green by one or two

thoughtless people. It should be said that

dogs are not allowed in the Sporting Green,

apart from on the footpath on a lead. Our

borough councillor, Caroline Mott has

informed WDBC Environmental Health, who

have in turn met with the clerk to the council,

and agreed they will undertake regular patrols

of these areas to try and stamp out this anti-

social behaviour, not least to prevent the risk

of disease to children playing in the park.

Next Parish Council Meeting date to be

arranged and publicised in the usual places.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the newly

built Bridestowe website at

www.bridestowe.org.uk  

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

A FEW SKIERS STILL WANTED 

Fully organised, all inclusive travel package,

NO hidden extras, Group bookings get

discounts, why pay full price?  Full ATOL

protection of your booking etc.

** The Skiing season has already started.

Good early snows are promising lots more

fun to be had! 

** We are going to BELLE PLAGNE Tuesday

28 December for a week to see in the New

Year.  Contact me immediately if you would

like to come. (Subject to availability) 

**  France Sunday 16th January,  Tignes or

Courchevel 1650 the plan..... I’m booking

very, VERY soon, don’t miss out!

** Late February, planning Les Menuires or

Val Thorens.

I’m booking that in the New Year.

For further information,

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk 
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Thank you Queen Bees

I would very much like to thank all the ladies

of the ‘Bees’ who helped to achieve so much in

October when catering for the Mayor of West

Devon’s Civic Service. After a church service

the invited guest were served afternoon tea at

the Methodist Church. The ladies involved

baked, plated up and served numerous

delicious home made cake and sausage rolls.

I didn’t mean to offend anyone by not

including them but l had no list of members

so went to the ones l could remember were

‘Bees’ and when l had enough, stopped!

Once again thank you for your hard work and

generosity.

Janet Rattenbury

Parking in Rectory Road
Just to make people aware, there can be a

problem when the last parking space is used

in Rectory Road (in the bay running parallel to

the school playing field)

A few months ago an emergency ambulance

was unable to access Rectory Cottage

because of a vehicle parked opposite

overnight. The vehicle was not parked illegally

or thoughtlessly - it just compromised the

access. If people could avoid using that space

if intending a long stay, the resident would be

grateful. If the intention is to drop off or pick

up a child that shouldn’t pose a problem.

Thank you

    x

For Sale 
Classic Stands Unique hi-fi

separates cabinet, complete

with doors and isolation

platform. Ready assembled.

Four shelves plus detachable turntable

platform. In good condition; minor scuffs

and a missing closure magnet on one door

the only issues. 

Overall Dimensions: H=880mm; W=720mm;

D=420mm. 

Interior shelf dimensions: W=550mm; D

330mm

It’s yours for a £10 donation to 

the British Lung Foundation.

Call 07999 493277

The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for

Bridestowe Village Hall

On Saturday 27th November the

monthly prize of £100  was won by a

Sourton parishioner. Who will be lucky

on Saturday 25th December?
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Bridestowe Methodist Church

Worship in December

Sunday 5th: 2nd in Advent  11am  Dale Sutcliffe

Sunday 12th: 3rd in Advent 11am Cafe Church 

in The Ark (Mince pies & cream)

Sunday 19th: 4th in Advent 11am Rev Jerry 

Cook, United service with St Bridget’s

Christmas Day Celebration 10am

On Wednesday 22nd December at 6.00pm St

Bridget’s and the Methodist Church will be

having a carol service in the village. Come and

join us to sing your favourite Carols.  

On Saturday 11th we will be having a coffee

morning with cake & other stalls in The Ark.

The Ark is open on Tuesday and Thursday

morning and afternoon. During December we

will be having a foodbank collection box in The

Ark so if you would like to donate any items

please drop it in.

Which carols do you like to sing during the

Christmas period? The first verse of one we

sing says;

Love came down at Christmas,

Love all lovely, Love divine

Love was born at Christmas,

Stars and angels gave the sign.

 Love was born at Christmas. Love entered into

human history in a unique way in the birth of

Jesus. The Apostle John declares: 1 John 4:9 This

is how God showed his love among us: He sent

his one and only Son into the world that we

might live through him.

Now, love always has an object. If I say to you “I

am in love,” you may ask me “Who are you in

love with?” Well, if God is love and love was

born at Christmas, for whom was love born?

You and me! Love was born at Christmas for

you and me!  With all of our issues and all of

our problems. And all of our strengths.

That’s what the angels declared when they

announced the birth of Jesus to a band of

shepherds.   Luke 2  10-11: The angel said to

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news

that will cause great joy for all the people. Today

in the town of David a Saviour has been born to

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’

Happy Christmas.

 

St Bridget’s Church (inc. St Thomas à Becket)

Church Services for December 

 5th  Holy Communion, Sourton         9.30am

12th  Holy Communion, Bridestowe  9.30am

19th  Joint Service, Bridestowe Methodist 

Chapel      11.00am

22nd Carol Singing, village centre,      6.00pm

24th  Midnight Mass, Bridestowe     11.00pm

25th  Holy Communion, Sourton,       9.30am

26th  Morning Prayer, Bridestowe,    9.30am

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

So what have the volunteers been up to

recently? They tackled the weedy footpath

behind the Methodist Church at October’s

session and spruced up the village centre in

preparation for the Act of  Remembrance. 

One hardy volunteer got into the River Lew

to help retrieve planks of a foot bridge that

had become wedged and were obstructing

flow. That’s dedication !

At November’s session the focus was on

litter picking and 8 bags were filled.

The group is taking a break in December but

will start afresh in the new year.

Anyone wishing to join this jolly bunch on

Saturday 29th January will be made very

welcome. We meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am. 

The Over 60’s Lunch  will meet on

Tuesday 14th

December -gather  at 12

noon for lunch at 12.30.

All details from Brian
Maddaford 861402 
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 Mount Kelly Choral Society’s  Christmas Concert

Saturday 18th December at 7.30pm 

at St Eustachius’ Parish Church, Tavistock

 This year’s programme will include Vivaldi’s exuberant Gloria with full

orchestra and professional soloists plus a varied programme of Christmas

music including the chance to sing along with some well know favourites.

Tickets £5/ Free to under 18s. Available from Bookstop, Tavistock
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Movie Watch - November 2021

 With shorter days, longer evenings, reassuring

Covid provisions and better films, a trip to the

New Carlton has once again become an

attractive proposition.

We made two cinema visits during November

and were only warned off a third by a helpful

personal recommendation. Or rather, a

recommendation to avoid.

The first film we saw was The French

Dispatch. This came as something of a

surprise as it hadn’t appeared on trailer reels

and we knew little about it. But not to worry, it

was outstandingly good.

I couldn’t begin to do justice to this film in a

few paragraphs. Suffice to say it’s a loose

tribute to the legendary New Yorker magazine,

purporting to be a supplement to a fictional

Kansas newspaper, set and published in a

small, provincial French town. 

The film comprises an anthology of mostly

outrageous short stories, submitted to an

authoritative editor, elegantly portrayed by Bill

Murray. Tilda Swinton appears as an art critic,

Frances McDormand an investigative

journalist, Saoirse Ronan a mysterious woman

passing through…..…and so on. I spotted Kate

Winslet, Lea Seydoux (fresh from No Time to

Die) and Elizabeth Moss but completely missed

any number of other big names.

The script is so rich and beautifully crafted I

was tempted to sit through it all again. If The

French Dispatch appears on your television I’d

be inclined to record and play it back with your

thumb constantly on the Pause button. It really

is very good. A bit weird, but very good.

Our other visit didn’t go particularly well,

although I partly blame myself. We made a late

decision to see the heavily promoted Spencer.

Unfortunately neither of us took the time to

read up about the film. I went with a vague

assumption it would be based around Diana,

probably featuring the wider family, with

sumptuous shots of Althorp. Wrong.

Completely wrong in fact.

Spencer covers the 1991 Christmas holiday

period. The marriage of Charles and Diana has

long since collapsed and is lurching towards a

final, bitter conclusion.

The film is actually a fictionalised account of

what may have happened at Sandringham

over those three, grim days. The film is

German funded and set in a series of locations

across Germany, so ‘Sandringham’ is actually

the Schlosshotel Kronberg near Frankfurt. No

wonder we didn’t recognise it.

The portrayal of Diana is that of a woman

bereft of emotional support, struggling with

eating disorders and desperate to escape a

loveless marriage. Given that backdrop,

Spencer is not an easy or enjoyable watch.

Kristen Stewart is expressively and physically

convincing as a hopelessly flawed Diana.

Timothy Spall is right back on top form (let’s

not mention The Last Bus) as the Queen

Mother’s equerry, seconded to ensure ‘others

do not see’ and Sally Hawkins excellent as

Maggie, Diana’s favoured dresser.

The critics mostly liked Spencer. We didn’t.

Maybe you will.

The cinema trailer reel looks better than for

some time. Mothering Sunday (Colin Firth,

Odessa Young, Olivia Colman) and House of

Gucci (Lady Gaga, Adam Driver, Jeremy Irons,

Al Pacino) both feature on the promotional

tape but at the time of writing, without

transmission dates. Fingers crossed they’ll both

arrive here in the next few weeks. 

The King’s Man (Ralph Fiennes, Gemma

Arterton) has a great trailer but doesn’t go on

general release until the week before

Christmas, while I’d rather dismissed King

Richard (Will Smith), but again the trailer looks

good. That one is showing at the New Carlton

as I write, but may run into December. It tells

the story of Richard Williams and his plan to

take his daughters, Venus and Serena, away

from the streets of Compton, LA and onto the

world tennis stage.

Finally, Spielberg’s much vaunted West Side

Story re-hash and 
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The Matrix Resurrections (Keanu Reeves)

both go on general release during December.

There’s also some good stuff scheduled for

the New Year, but we’ll leave that until nearer

the time.

With cinema output improving week by week,

I can safely leave small screen

recommendations alone. However………I have

to give another shameless plug to Succession,

currently showing on Sky Atlantic but surely

destined for wider distribution before long.

If you’re looking for a long evening viewing

project and you’ve ticked off the winter

classics – Breaking Bad, Mad Men, Tin Star,

Ozark etc – then Succession would be a

worthy addition to that list.

‘The Logan family is known for controlling the

biggest media and entertainment company in

the world. However, that world changes when

their father steps down from the company.’

It’s a dark comedy. At least I think it’s a

comedy. It’s certainly very funny and very

dark. Series 3 is currently on-air, with the first

two series readily available on catch-up.

Recommended.

Elsewhere, at least one of us enjoyed the film

A Call to Spy on Netflix, Guilt on BBC,

Showtrial on BBC and Dalgleish on 

Channel 5.

David Harrison

November 2021

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.   £5
per hour.  Please call Tiggs on
01837 861 144. References
available on request

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on Wednesday 1st

December 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books  so why not make use of

this very convenient supply for the holidays

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001

devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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 Poppy Appeal
Many thanks to everyone who bought knitted

poppy brooches.

The total raised in Bridestowe and from

military families in

Gibraltar was an amazing

£120.

  Thank you for your

support

   Georgina Hodgson

The Poppies
We have made the sad decision to take the

poppies down early this year due to the

continued dog fouling in the Churchyard,even

the poppies have been fouled on . It is such a

shame that we are having to do this as it is a

lovely display made by the villagers .

Jenny and Georgina 

 The White
Hart Pub Quiz

Wednesday 8th
December at 8pm
In aid of Bridestowe Cricket Club
Guest Quiz Master Charlie Ewen
Look forward to
seeing lots of
people 
for a fun, festive-
filled evening and
raising money for
the Club!



If you can’t make the workshop, you can order a readymade decoration for £15 (delivery

to local area included) or a kit to make your own at home for £10 (foliage not included)..

All orders must be received by Monday 6th December by emailing

friendsofbridestoweschool@gmail.com for an order form.  

Payment can be made via cash, cheque or 

PayPal - http://paypal.me/friendsofbridestowe
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 Sourton Church News  - December 

2021
Remembrance Sunday

Caroline North officiated at our act of

remembrance with Brenda Harris at the

organ. Wreaths were laid by Danielle

Humphrey on behalf of the parish council and

Tony Batten on behalf of the church.  Ken

Hobbs read the Kohima Epitaph and Jenny

Batten read the Bible reading.

Christingle

We are very sad to say there will not be a

Christingle service at Sourton this year. The

staff at Treetops decided, due to the Covid

situation it would be safer for all the families

involved not to risk spreading any infection,

especially just before Christmas. For more

years than we can remember it has been a

tradition for us to welcome Treetops and their

families to Sourton . It is very disappointing

but we sincerely hope next year there will be

an amazing Christingle again at Sourton . This

year, if you would like to go to a Christingle

service there is one at Lydford on Christmas

Eve and  MESSY CHURCH  will be taking part.

Please see Adrian for details.

Our Christmas Appeal

 Just a reminder! -   If you would like to give a

donation to our appeal supporting 

St Bridget’s Milk and Breakfast Fund

(instead of Shoeboxes this year) Please give

your donation to Rose Dashper (01837

8461285) or Jenny Batten (01822 820391)

Church Flowers

We will be decorating the church for

Christmas on Saturday 18th December at

10.a.m . If you would like to bring flowers or

greenery or help with decorating we would be

very grateful.

Jenny Batten

SERVICES AT SOURTON

December 5th     9.30 a.m. Prayer Book Holy 

Communion

December 12th    9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

Service at Bridestowe

December 19th    4 p.m.    Parish Carol Service

Christmas Day      9,00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

with Carols

December 26th     No service

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact

Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or

email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

Gloves found on verge in Rectory

Road near Glebelands. A  pair of blue

knitted glove with pink trim at wrist.

Laundered and ready for collection.

861157

No Bacon Baps until Saturday 29th

January  2022

What a good session

we had on November

27th. Our trusty

regulars were there

plus new young faces.

 It was such a relaxed, social occasion with a

couple of ‘stalls’ to add extra interest. We

raised £130 for our village hall funds. Thank

you for your support.

If you’d like a stall next time, please ring

861157
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NEWS FROM SOURTON PARISH

COUNCIL 

New Clerk 

 We  extend a warm welcome to Abbi Horn

who has just been appointed as our new

parish clerk.   Many of you will know Abbi

anyway, living as she does at Lake.

The email contact address for the clerk

remains the same -

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk  

Salt Bins

We have done a quick check to make sure that

our salt bins are all full ready for the coming

winter.  In addition we have ordered 5 bags of

salt (the maximum that we are allowed to

order) for use at Forda.  Forda Farmhouse,

who requested the bags, has very kindly

offered to store them where they will be

available to local residents but out of sight of

people who are not local, and who might be

tempted to stop and take them away with

them if the bags were just left by the side of

the road!  The bags will be put out only when

the roads are icy.

Sand Bags for Floods - An Emergency Plan

Parish councils are now expected to pay for for

sandbags for use in flood emergencies.  

 Parishes are being encouraged to write an

Emergency Plan.  We do not have an up-to-

date plan and if we were to write a new plan it

would make us eligible for funding to acquire

some sandbags for floods, or other emergency

equipment.  

This would be one way of acquiring the bags

without having to find the additional costs

from our own limited budget.  Would this idea

be supported by you? Would you like to

volunteer to help with the plan?

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee /  Celebration

of Reign of Queen  next year

Knowing  what to do for next year is difficult

with the uncertainties of the Queen’s health.  It

would be a shame to do nothing though.  One

solution could be to consider this as either a

celebration of the Platinum Jubilee/ or a

celebration of the Queen’s reign if the worst

happened.The celebrations could include a

look back at life in Sourton parish in the

Queen’s reign - perhaps a collection of

reminisces and photographs, which would

work whatever the occasion.  The subject is on

our December agenda so if you would like to

join in the conversation about whether we

could have some sort of parish event,  please

come to our  next parish meeting.  It starts at

7.30pm on 6th December in the Parish Hall.

 BRIDESTOWE READING GROUP

We will be getting together

again on Thursday 2nd
December and our thanks

to David and Rosemarie

Fraser at Millaton Cottage
for the invitation.

We will be discussing,

amongst other books and topics, Testament
of Youth by Vera Brittain.

 Start time is 19:30. As this is our Christmas

bash please bring along a plate of nibbles
or treats and a wrapped, used, book for our

Secret Santa. 

New members are always welcome,
whether you have read this book.  or not or

you would just like to pop along and see

what happens, contact Neil on
neil@neiledgson.com or 

01566 783529

Buy sacks of potatoes -

marfona - £10 a bag.

Ring Graeme Horn

01837 861223 or

07703 729 306.  

Free delivery 

Lunar cycle for

December
  New moon     4th

  First quarter  11th

  Full moon      19 th

  Last quarter    27th 
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Planting a fossil tree

During the summer I was sitting in my

favourite barbeque spot with my

granddaughter Kate and I said to her next time

we’re here we must bring a pencil and paper

and record all the different types of tree that

we can see without moving from our chairs. A

week or so later and another BBQ, and we did

just that, and managed to record 28 distinct

types of tree. All the usual suspects you would

expect to see were there - oaks, beeches, ash,

(looking a bit sad) hazels, limes and even two

fine elms still alive and growing well. We also

have a few less common trees - spindles, field

maples and a sizeable wild service tree whose

berries so delight the blackbirds. There are a

few a bit more exotic as well - monkey puzzle,

a giant redwood, not yet a giant but big

enough for me not to be able to get my arms

round any more. A lovely Chinese necklace

poplar, although ours is the rarer variant,

populus candicans, sometimes known as the

balm of gilead, or the Ontario poplar, with its

variegated leaves (If anyone wants one they do

strike readily from cuttings in the early spring).

We are privileged here to overlook the grounds

of Millaton house, which has some really

remarkable specimen trees.  Massive ancient

yews, a fine lime tree which must be one of the

biggest in the area, a huge spreading cedar of

Lebanon, and also one of my favourites, a

mature black locust or false acacia, of which

three fine specimens can be seen in Gidleigh

churchyard.

 All this is wonderful, and were are benefiting

now from some plantsman’s foresight many

years ago. Perhaps the most striking is a

mature swamp cyprus, which has the rare

distinction of being one of the few deciduous

softwoods. There are many of these to be seen

in stately home gardens as they were

introduced from North America as long ago as

the mid sixteen hundreds. Along with the

larches, there is another tree rarer still, that

drops its needles in the winter and that has a

fascinating story to tell. Up until the 1940’s the

dawn red wood, or metesequoia

gliptostroboideis, was thought to be extinct.

This tree was widespread when dinosaurs

roamed the earth, and  was thought to only

exist in fossil records. In the1940’s a botanist

was exploring a remote hidden valley in

northern China when he came upon a tree,

evidently coniferous,  that he could not readily

identify - it was either dead or a deciduous

softwood. It wasn’t one of the larches or one of

the swamp cypruses, so he returned in the

summer and identified it as a Dawn Redwood.

Its discovery sent a wave of interest around the

world; it was the botanical equivalent of finding

a dodo still alive. An expedition was  funded by

Harvard University to collect seed from the

surviving trees. These seeds were then

distributed internationally to arboreta and

plant enthusiasts to re-establish this wonderful

tree. (photo)

 We have planted two of these trees on our

property, which are now about ten years old,

and this year’s growth is close to three feet. I

have to brush past one of them every day

when I let the chickens out - a pleasure which

is difficult to put into words. It’s a joy to see

them flushing out their lime green needles in

the spring, and then watch them turning a

russety brown before the winter needle drop.

The dawn redwood is now well established and

thriving - it will thrive in almost all conditions -

heat, cold, wet and dry, and is also tolerant to

pollution, making it an ideal tree for city parks

and gardens. It has the added bonus, as a

coniferous tree, of casting very little shade in

the winter.

 So I admit to being a bit of a nerd when it

comes to trees. If there are any more tree

nerds out there, I would be happy to

accompany them for a ‘tree identity parade’ if

you’re interested.

 email

debsandtel@hotmail.co.uk

Terry Pritchard
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Treetops’ Christmas Fayre

Wow, I’m speechless! What an absolutely

amazing and lovely day we’ve had at our

annual Christmas Fayre. 

There are so many wonderful people that I

need to thank so here goes and please bear

with me. 

Firstly to all of the stall holders that came

along on the day: your support is really

appreciated and I hope you all had a super

day. I look forward to booking you in again for

next year’s event. Thank you.

Laura and Nicky in the kitchen: the paninis

were delicious and you both worked so hard

to deliver such yummy food. Thank you.

Jayne, Debs, Georgia, Alice and Mel: for

manning the refreshments - you all made it

run so smoothly. Thank you.

Kirstie and Kylie: the number of raffle tickets

you both sold was staggering and for the help

you both gave setting up and packing away as

well. Thank you.

Luke and John: for all of your hard work

setting out the tables, helping decorate the

hall (the lights were beautiful) and then for

coming back and helping pack away and

taking it all down again. Thank you. 

Kelly: you worked so hard making all of the

craft items and delicious hot chocolate

stirrers, plus you helped so much with the

organisation of the event and keeping me

calm. Thank you so much. I know how much

you love me!

And finally thanks to each and everyone of

you that came along and supported us on the

day; I not only hope you all made some great

Christmas purchases but that you all had an

enjoyable day and got into the festive spirit. It

was good to see so many local faces come

along to support us.

We had a quick count up after the event and

our total raised so far is over £700.

Plans are already underway to make next year

bigger and better. Thank you for all  your

support. Merry Christmas to you all.  Jackie x

Silent Auction!  
Treetops have been very lucky to receive a

donation from one of our preschool

parents: 

A One Night Stay for 2 people in their

beautiful shepherds hut located in an acre

of tranquil woodland. 

The hut was created by leaders of luxury

living design. The smeg hob, wood burning

stove, walk in rain shower and double bed

with memory foam mattress are what bring

homely indulgence to an area of

outstanding natural beauty.

How does the Silent Auction work?

From 23rd November to 3rd December we

will be accepting silent bids via email for this

stunning one night stay. At the end of the

time period, whoever has the highest bid

will win this gorgeous stay! 

Terms and Conditions:

No Smoking

No Dogs

Check in after 3pm

Check out by 10am

Please email Treetops with your bids for this

beautiful over night stay and the winner will

be revealed on the 4th December.

Our email address is:

treetopschildcare@btconnect.com

Happy bidding!
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Here we are again in December, with Christmas only a couple of weeks away. We are pleased

to let you know that the shop is fairly well stocked and we have some wonderful gift ideas for

Christmas.  

The No 1 Toy for Christmas: This year’s number 1 toy for Christmas is the absolutely amazing

Magic Mixies and they are selling fast at our shop! It’s a cauldron, with a wand where the child

uses the potions, feathers and magic to create a super cute surprise soft cuddly toy. Once the

child uses the magic wand on the soft plush you, it becomes interactive and the magic

continues. Come in and see what all the fuss is about – we think they are amazing!!   

Games: We stock a great range of games for both children and adults. Games that are proving

popular in the run up to Christmas for younger children are Crocodile Dentist – best seller, Bee

Genius, Junior Monopoly, Connect 4, Twister and Bugs in the Kitchen. For slightly older children

that like single player games 30 Cubed, Genius Star, Dinosaur Mystic Island, Quadrillion, Pirates

Crossfire and the Fast and Furuious Game of Observations are all selling well. Colour Brain,

Muffin Time, OK Play and Kluster. For those adults who like more “adult” games, Cards Against

Humanity and the expansion pack are selling well, as is Disturbed Friends, Scrawl and Burn

Book.  Pop in and make everyone’s Christmas, by giving them a game that they will play for 

years to come! 

Stocking Fillers: Are you stuck for ideas for your little ones stocking this year? Don’t worry,

we’ve got so many great quality stocking fillers, such as spud guns, bath beans, bath bombs,

mini games, spy pens, torch projectors, creepy crawlies and of course, top trumps to name just

a few. The difficulty will be choosing which of our great stocking fillers to! 

Edwardian Evening: We are very excited about Edwardian Evening, which is on Thursday 2nd

December. We will be open from 17.30 and look forward to seeing our customers – do pop in

and say hi and grab some lovely Christmas gifts.   

Thank You: We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for shopping with us and to

wish you and your families and very merry Christmas and a healthy 2022.  

Jade and Team @ The Toy Shop, 18 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton 

www.thetoyshopoke.co.uk
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News from the Moor

Hi everyone

I hope that you are all keeping well. We have

had a glorious few days of Autumn sunshine

which has felt like such a treat after the run of

heavy rain and high winds. Today we hosted

the inter-school cross country run at Castle

Drogo with 135 children taking part. It was a

joyful day with everyone being thoughtful of

each other but still having fun. I was very

grateful to Mother Nature for sending a lovely

calm – dry - day!

As we reach the end of the main season, many

of our buildings are closing for the winter deep

clean but the outdoor spaces remain open for

that much needed breath of fresh air. At

Lydford Gorge, the waterfall entrance will

remain open for the short walk while the

Ranger team do some essential maintenance

on the longer route. In the lead up to

Christmas the tearoom will also be open at

weekends if you need to warm up.

At Finch Foundry the forge is now closed with

plans to complete some work on the

machinery over winter. The car park will

remain open though, with some excellent

walks along the river to enjoy and a recently

opened heritage centre in St Mary’s church in

the village – well worth a visit. 

At Castle Drogo, the castle closed on 31

October to get dressed for Christmas.

However, the garden will be open up to

Christmas and we have a new display in the

Gun Room which has been developed in

partnership with the River Teign Restoration

Project. It is all about the plight of the salmon

which make the journey from the sea up to the

high moor to spawn every year. The Gun Room

will be open every day, 11am – 3pm, as part of

the garden visit so worth popping in to take a

look next time you come up. Most importantly,

the café and shop will also be open if you need

some respite from the Christmas shopping

crowds. The castle will re-open for weekends in

December but please check the website for

opening dates and times as the weather can

be so unpredictable at that time of year.

Take care everyone, stay warm as Autumn

moves in to Winter and I hope to see you soon,

Paula 

Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor

01647 434130,

paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

The Treetops Elf Hunt is back!
So all of the cheeky elves are hiding in their

new homes in Bridestowe - but who can help

us find them? 

If you’d like to enter the Elf Hunt, please email

Treetops for your answer sheet. Each sheet

costs £2.00 and everyone that returns their

sheets will receive a prize! 

Happy hunting.

treetopschildcare@btconnect.com
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December Events at

Okehampton Library

Seasonal Surprise Book

Sale

Have a little festive fun with our surprise book

sale, available throughout December.

Adult books £1, Junior (containing 2 or more

books) 50p

Christmas Crafts & Stories ~ Thursday 9th

December, 10:30-11:30

Join us for a festive craft and story.  Suitable for

children under 5’s and their parents/carers.  

Free event, donations welcome. 

Christmas Craft Table for children ~

Monday 13th - Saturday 18th December

Call in any time during our opening hours to

get creative at our festive craft table, suitable

for children 5+ and their parents/carers.  Free

activity, donations welcome.

Walk & Talk ~ Tuesday 14th December

10:00 start from the Band Stand in Simmons

Park, finishing at Okehampton Library for

coffee and mince pies at about 11:00.  The

Okehampton Walk and Talk Group meet

weekly for a chat and a walk.  Please contact

Pat on 01837 83487 for details.

Regular events
Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with

like-minded crafters. Tea and coffee available

at 60p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Devon Libraries is part of Libraries Unlimited.

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity.

Every penny raised goes directly towards

library services that help make a difference to

people’s lives and communities.  To donate,

please visit librariesunlimited.org.uk 

Normal opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00

Tuesday 09:00-18:00

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

Christmas & New Year opening hours

Friday 24th - 28th Dec Closed

Saturday 1st - Monday 3rd Jan. Closed
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 As we head into December, we’re all

getting to grips with the winter jobs. The

rangers have more on their list than usual

as we’re still catching up after staff

changes and the effects of covid

lockdowns. Vertical Technology are due to

complete the yearly rock-face inspections

by the start of December. Then the ranger

team will be left with a mess of fallen rock

to clear off the paths. I’m finally starting to

think about plans for the future. Next year

we’ll start by focussing on getting more of

the gorge open; and available to more

people as we hope to reinstate Tramper

hire. We’re also planning a few trails

throughout the year, with some prompts

and activities to help everyone take notice

of nature. 

Another West Dartmoor snippet -

Trowlesworthy Warren is made up of

around 64 pillow mounds and 40 vermin

traps scattered along the slopes of Little

and Great Trowlesworthy Tors. The

boundaries of the warren are denoted by

the River Plym, Spanish Lake and Blacka

Brook. It’s generally accepted to be the

oldest surviving warren on Dartmoor, with

possible medieval origins, and it appears

to have remained in constant use until the

first half of the 20th century. In these

warrens, which can be found all over

Dartmoor, rabbits were bred both to feed

people and to sell for meat and skins.

However, they had to be protected from

stoats and weasels and this involved

trapping them. There is a lovely X-shaped

vermin trap which utilises the earlier

prehistoric walling of a hut circle, and can

be found at SX574644. The position of the

trap suggests that it was intended to catch

vermin following the enclosure walling.

Vermin approaching their quarry tend to

seek a route that provides visual cover and

the purpose of a trap was to funnel

predators along ditches or alongside walls

to a central point where they could be

trapped. 

We’ve moved a selection of second-hand

books into the waterfall tea-room for

winter. Browse the range of novels,

children’s books and some railway and

nature books; or pick up a blind date with

a book. Make a day of it with a festive hot

drink and a walk to Whitelady Waterfall.

Friday to Sunday, 11am-3.30pm, until

Sunday 19 December. 

To organise a donation please give us a

ring on 01822 820320 or email

lydfordgorge@nationaltrust.org.uk so we

can get back to you. Thank you.

From November to March the Waterfall

trails will remain open for walks. During

periods of high wind and rainfall trees may

drop branches or fall over making it

hazardous to walk in the gorge. Please

check the weather before you travel. We

may have to shut sections of path for

safety and maintenance work over winter,

please check the website for updates.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

from the whole team at Lydford Gorge. We

hope you get to spend time with friends

and family, and get a chance to enjoy the

benefits of being out in nature too.

Opening Times

From Monday 1 November just the

Waterfall trail will be open for walks. The

Waterfall tea-room will be open Friday to

Sunday, 11am-3.30pm, until Sunday 19

December. Toilets are open when the tea-

room is open.

We plan to reopen the full gorge (excluding

the path to Tucker’s Pool) from Tuesday 29

March 2022. Please check our website

for up to date information.

Website:

nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt
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Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

Lois Samuel, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details: Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton EX20 3AJ

Tel: 01837 851240

Email: Lois.Samuel@devon.gov.uk

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Normal opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all day
from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

Families and dogs welcome

We would like to thank everybody who has
supported us through another challenging year
and we wish you all a happy Christmas and
New Year Mike, Sarah and the team

Okehampton Recycling Centre

Exeter Road 

Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  (Oct to March)

Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm

          

Quiz Night
Wednesday 8th

December at 8pm 

Xmas Day: open 12-2pm for drinks
only
Boxing Day: Food served only at lunch

The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see you.

We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,
 call 01837 658696
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QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact:Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser   Elsie’s Book Corner        07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com     Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

With two entertaining activity books

and one very special Christmas story,

this set features all the ingredients

needed for a magical Christmas day,

with each book designed to engage

children as they learn about the special

day!

Included are:

Little First Stickers: Christmas

         ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas

          Little Children’s Christmas Activity

Book

All books in the set are available

individually at RRP.

Now £12.97 (was £18.97)

Paul Sprake
Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates
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TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open space

for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West Devon

Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet whilst in our

care. 

We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are from £10 - £14 per day between 7am to 7pm. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email info@muttleymanorkennels.co.uk

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 

Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs & parts

Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges

Tel: 07591 655072                      Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park is taking bookings  for 2022 for the touring side and holiday vans.

Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static caravans are available for

hire, either for the week or for short breaks.  Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 8pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces can be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates
Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile: 07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and

Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@Nailzbylottie

@Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

A new section is now open giving us more room for more
plants.  Why not drop in and see what we’ve got. 
John and Angie            01837 861866
Wishing you a very happy Christmas and New Year

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping service at

sensible prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have for valeting -

collection and delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604      Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -  Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea

Cakes - Treat Boxes and much more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.
Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Our Brownies are also on sale in Riverside Stores 
 Fully Qualified and Insured 

Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to

provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood removal, hedge trimming,
stump grinding and tree planting. Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes

Bridestowe Christmas cards

Available from Riverside Stores. 

Commissions accepted

Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 861364 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478                            Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.


