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Riverside Stores’ 
Christmas Open Kitchen

Friday 22nd November, 6pm - 8pm

Please come along and sample some of our

Christmas produce from our local suppliers -
orders can be taken on the night

Other Christmas fare can be ordered too
including Christmas trees, hampers, wreaths,

luxury fruit garlands and much more.

We are providing Pheasant or Venison
Casserole with a chunk of granary bread - £1

Hot chocolate - 50p 

(with cream and marshmallows- £1)

The Christmas hamper draw will be taking
place too - make sure you have a ticket!

(More details on page 2)

BRIDESTOWE METHODIST 

CHURCH 

ARK PROJECT 

SILENT AUCTION 
FRIDAY 8th November 

6.00 pm  to 9.00 pm 

Coffee & Biscuits 

& 

SATURDAY 9th November 

10.00 am to 1.30 pm 

Coffee/Cakes. Soup /Rolls 

FURNITURE & ALLSORTS 

COME AND GET A BARGAIN ! 
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News from the Castle

Hi everyone
I cannot believe that we are already heading towards the end of the main season here at

Castle Drogo. This year seems to have flown by! It has been wonderful to welcome

visitors in to the newly presented Drawing and Dining rooms and we have had so many

collection items back out on display, including the incredible tapestries which wrap the

Billiards room.

The difference outside is striking too with the main scaffolding down and the builders

working hard to get the waterproofing work completed on the Kitchen and Scullery roof.

The granite store area is looking pretty empty too. It is mainly the new granite slabs in

there now, all cut and ready to lay across the final sections of the roof. 

The estate is gearing up for autumn splendour with a hint of red and gold starting to

appear on the trees in the gorge. Thank you to everyone who has supported our work to

improve butterfly habitats by buying a raffle ticket this year. Numbers are improving and

many people were treated to sightings or some rare and unusual species over the

summer.

We are getting ready to open the castle for Christmas. We will re-open on Saturday 30

November right through to Monday 23 December with the castle dressed in 1920s style

to celebrate when the Drewe family moved in to a not quite completed castle just for

Christmas. We will be having a visit from a certain gentleman wearing a big red coat and a

white beard on the 14, 15, 20, 21 and 22 December. Tickets to see Father Christmas are

bookable on the Castle Drogo website.

Best wishes,

Paula 

Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo

01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

The Devon Air Ambulance needs a community of volunteers to keep

our 19 charity shops open and our emergency helicopters flying.

Could you spare an hour or two to help your local shop? We have a

host of tasks which need to be completed to make our shops a

success. From customer service on the till, sorting through our

generous donations, steaming, tagging and creating displays. You do

not have to have any previous retail experience as we offer friendly

support, training and encouragement. So why not give volunteering a

go and arrange a trial session at one of our shops. This opportunity

would suit anyone who would like to meet new people and help to

save lives. Pop in and have a chat with our lovely Managers at

33 Fore Street, Okehampton (01837 55493) to find out more.

There will be a full meeting of Bridestowe Parish Council  on Thursday 14th

November at 7.30 pm in Methodist Church. There will be a 20 minute period at the
beginning of the meeting when parishioners are very welcome to raise issues with the

Council.
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Simon & Garfunkel Through The Years     Sunday 3rd November, 7.30pm - 10.30pm

Tavistock Wharf, Canal Road, Tavistock

Critically acclaimed as one of the greatest tribute shows anywhere in the world. Simon &

Garfunkel Through The Years has toured the globe extensively receiving standing ovations and

selling out theatres night after night.

Fronted by Dan Haynes and Pete Richards collectively known as ‘Bookends’, the show is a

“masterpiece” (BBC Radio) which perfectly recreates the unmistakable sound of Simon &

Garfunkel.

Hear many of the hits such as The Sound of Silence, Mrs Robinson, The Boxer and the smash hit

Bridge Over Troubled Water - this live concert experience is without doubt, the closest thing to

Simon & Garfunkel touring the world today.

“A masterpiece” - BBC Radio | “One of the greatest tribute shows anywhere in the world” -

Stuart Cameron, BBC and ITV Broadcaster

Tickets £15
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THE BOOK CLUB will

meet  on Thursday, 

7th November at 1 Glebe
Park at 7.30p.m.  We

shall be discussing ‘The
Mandibles’ by Lionel

Shriver and other books
we have read.

Please let me know if you are unable to

come so we have some idea of numbers
and bring a torch - it’s very dark up here -
in every sense!         Ali Young 861157

Okehampton U3A -
University of the Third Age

The next meeting will take place
at the Ockment Centre, North
Street at 2.30pm on Thursday 28th November
when there will be a talk by Louise Brown -
   How to identify precious metals, diamonds & 

gemstones.

U3A welcomes new or prospective members and
the only requirement is that members are not in
full time employment.  More information can be
found at www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton; or
please contact our chairman
 sheila johnson948@btinternet.com  If you would
rather turn up and introduce yourself that’s fine
too.  

Charity Christmas Fayre

Friday 15th November at  7pm

Raffle, nibbles & bubbles

In aid of ThePromise

Gideons Barn (next to school)

Contact: Jo 861114 for more info

www.thepromise.org.uk

ThePromise works to

improve the lives of

disabled children in

Russia and neighbouring

countries by promoting a

system of support called Portage for

disabled children in partnership with

families and carers and by encouraging a

more positive attitude to disability.

Our pioneering work focuses on training

and supporting teams of Portage workers

who are primarily based in the

community supporting families with

disabled children in their own homes.

Portage is a system of one to one early

childhood education used successfully

with disabled children in many parts of

the world. The success of this model of

early intervention in Russia has been

breathtaking.



Christmas Celebrations at Roadford Lake

Celebrate Christmas with us here at Roadford Lake! We have recently relaunched our weekly

Sunday Carvery and during December will be offering our special festive carvery every Sunday

in the Burrator Room, with three scrumptious courses and mulled wine to start to get you in

the Christmas spirit! Bookings of any size welcome.

Looking for the perfect venue for your festive celebrations?  Whether its business or pleasure,

we can cater for parties of 20 to 100 seated at table or up to 250 standing. A range of delicious

food is available and there is ample space for a disco or live band to round off the fun. You can

celebrate with us during the day or evenings, seven days a week! 

We are pleased to announce the appointment of our new General Manager, Will Samuels, who

is standing by to help make your festive celebrations special: 

“I’ve spent most of my working life in hospitality roles, which has spurred my love of providing

amazing experiences for my customers. I’ve been fortunate enough to be a part of the South West

Lakes Trust family since 2017 and have been able to get involved with a huge range of conservation,

recreation and community engagement work across the south west.  In my new role, as General

Manager of the café and venue here at Roadford Lake, I am looking forward to offering fantastic

customer focussed experiences and quality food and drink, complementing the gorgeous views of the

lake and surrounding Devon countryside.”

To find out more visit www.roadfordlake.org.uk, call 01398 371460 or email

info@roadfordlake.org.uk. 
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Bridestowe Queen Bees
A dozen of us turned out to watch ‘A Plastic Wave,’ a short

documentary  made by the environmental charity, Surfers Against

Sewage,* on the problems posed by plastic pollution.

The presenter, David Santillo from Greenpeace Lab at Exeter University,
outlined the problem posed by single use plastic. 1 million bottles are

bought every minute around the world and it takes 400 years for a bottle to degrade. When the plastic
breaks down into smaller fragments it enters the food chain. Last August, the results of a study by

Plymouth University reported plastic was found in a third of UK-caught fish, including cod, haddock,

mackerel and shellfish. Over 90% of all seabirds have plastic pieces in their stomachs. The average

person eats 70,000 microplastics each year.
The film contained some graphic footage from India. Like much of the world, India is struggling to

dispose of its growing quantities of plastic waste. It generates close to 26,000 tonnes of plastic a day,
according to a CPCB estimate from 2012. Worse, a little over 10,000 tonnes a day of plastic waste

remains uncollected. Rivers polluted with plastic flow into the sea. 
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation has estimated that by 2050 there will be more plastic in the oceans

than fish, by weight. 
All very sobering and members offered their thoughts on how to tackle the problem.

Many thanks to Trisha Butler for hosting the evening.
 Christmas lunch
 The Bedford Hotel is booked provisionally for Thursday 9th January, arriving about 12.30 for lunch at

1pm.  The cost is £19 for two courses or £24 for three courses.
Could members let Trisha Butler know if they are interested in coming to the lunch on that date. You

can drop her a note or phone to leave a message on 01837 861385.  We can organise the menu details

can be organised at the November meeting.

At our next meeting  on Thursday 21st November in the Margaret Moore Suite of Bridestowe Village

Hall, Penny Westlake is going to show us how to make something decorative for Christmas.

New members are always welcome to join us.

* Website  for Surfers Against Sewage      www.sas.org.uk
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The Vicar writes...
 A tale collected by Rev. Harold Scott from Mr. Jack Rawlings in 1905
We left Bicton at eight in the evening and we came to Stretton about midnight. It were that dark

that we couldn’t see the trees in the hedge. Going to town we were with a load of grain and

bring back cake for the cattle. When we came about a mile the other side of Stretton, the carter

he says to me “Jack I be that tired I’m going to sleep on the sacks. The roads straight and it’s

midnight and there be no one coming along. You take the reins and keep the team going steady

‘til we come to Donnington cross roads. Then you give me a call and not afore.” So I takes the

reins and he climbs up among the sacks. Eight year old I were then. And the horses went on as

steady as if they were in the plough. No need to mind the reins.

Well maybe we got a mile further or so, and the carter he were a-snoring at the back of the

sacks, when I sees a light in the road ahead of the team, about 50 yards or less maybe. At first I

thought it were a lantern coming through the mists, only there weren’t no mists, and it were

that dark you couldn’t see the horses, except agin the light in the road. Well I thought we should

come with the light, for the horses kept going as steady as if they were in the plough. But the

light it moved with us and never came no nearer. It were a pale kind of light like the moon

through the mist. Well maybe we went on like this for about a quarter of a mile or more and

then I began to feel somehow as if I didn’t half like it.

It were no light that I had ever seen before. So I just hitches up the reins on front of the wagon

and I climbs up in the sacks, the horses going on steady all the while. And there is the carter

snoring in the sacks. “Master Bufton” I says, all of afright now, “What do you make of that there

light?” I specs that I spoke pretty loud and pulled at him too, for he wakes up straight. “Light” he

says “What light?” “There” I says “right in front of the team.” Then he looks and looks and says

nothing. “See it now?” I says. “Leave it.“ he says. Then I hear him getting a light. And he says “It’s

midnight on the hour.” and as he said it the light in the road went out. Never saw it again

neither of us. “Dost thou know what that be?” he says “No” I says to him “Someone’s a corpse”

say he. And not another word did we speak until we come to Donnington cross.

The carter he took the reins and I sat close up agin him, the horses going steady all the while.

And when we got back to Bicton next evening, Martha Evans she came to the fold gate and she

says “Bufton, the missus is gone, doughted at 12 o’ clock last night” And she weren’t even ill

when we started, not so you might say bad like. I’ve never seen that light again and I hopes I

never shall. It were a corpse light, sure enough.

Adrian Brook

Christmas Bingo

Thursday 28th November

Conservative Club,

Okehampton

Doors open 7.30pm for 8pm

start

Raffle. Bar available

Thank You for your help and please can we have

some more!

Next Clean Up Day- Saturday 23rd November

Thank you to all those who donated bulbs and to

those who helped to plant them at the clean-up day

on the 19th October in the churchyard.

The volunteers were enthusiastic but had to retire

‘beaten’ by the generous donation of bulbs. With still

many left to plant, the ‘return match’ on the 

23rd November will be paramount in getting the rest

in the ground ready for the spring. The plan for this

clean up day is also to tackle the hedge which needs

significant thinning so volunteers will be especially

welcome on that day. 

Here’s hoping for a dry day! As always sugary rewards

will be available!!
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Clifford Dawe by Howard Barkell

For the last four years or more, especially at this time of the year, we have thought about the men

who served in the services during the First World War, especially those who lost their lives. As this

year marks the 75th anniversary of D Day it might be more appropriate to remember particularly

the men and boys who fought and fell in Normandy and beyond.

The 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division was part of the invading force after D Day and landed in

France on 23rd June. It consisted of battalions from the Hampshire, Dorset, Wiltshire and

Worcester Regiments and the Duke of Cornwall’s and Somerset Light Infantry plus supporting

service and artillery units. Sometimes known as the Yellow Devils, their shoulder patch was the

Wessex Wyvern, a gold two-footed dragon on a blue background. They were known for their

bravery and tenacity and fought with distinction through Normandy, into the Netherlands as part

of the audacious, but ultimately ill-fated Operation Market Garden in support of the airborne

attempt to seize a bridgehead across the Rhine, and eventually into Germany itself.

A German general is reported as saying, “He who holds Hill 112 holds Normandy” while the British

considered it ‘the key to Normandy,’ which is why it was so tenaciously fought over. As soon as

the end of the forties a memorial to the fallen of the Wessex Division was erected there. Later on

copies of the memorial were erected at Mere Castle in Wiltshire and at Winyards Gap in Dorset. I

often visited the latter when visiting family at Maiden Newton, including an uncle who served with

4 Dorsets. The memorial on Rough Tor above Camelford is slightly different. This area was given

in memory of those who died while serving in north-west Europe with the 43rd Division 1944-45.

Their sacrifice is marked by a plaque at the summit. It is a fairly easy stroll to the top of the tor

from the car park at the end of the lane.

4 Dorsets first major battle was part of Operation Charnwood near Maltot on Monday 10th

July when they attacked German positions on and around Hill 112. They captured Eterville and in

the heat of battle and the fluidity of advance and retreat continued on towards Maltot which they

mistakenly thought had already been captured.  These were apparently insignificant villages but

controlled several important crossing points on the River Odon. As they approached they were

met with a hail of machine gun fire. The battalion received 348 casualties on that first day. Among

the fallen was Clifford Dawe. He was buried, along with several of his fellow Dorset comrades at

Banneville- La-Campagne War Cemetery east of Caen. His grieving parents chose to add the

words “To the World Just Another; To Us All the World” to his headstone. He is also remembered

on the war memorial in Sourton church. 

Clifford William Dawe was born on 23rd September 1915, the only son of Frederick and

Edith. He lived at Moor View on the road between Bridestowe and Sourton Down. When he left

school he joined his father as a jobbing mason. They also ran a small holding adjacent to their

home. He was a good cricketer and was on the committee as well as being vice-captain at

Bridestowe. In 1937 he was runner-up in the competition to be Bridestowe Carnival King, losing

out to Bill Lugg. Despite that disappointment he still won first prize representing  the cricket club

in one of the classes. He was remembered as a hard working, cheerful member of the

community, sadly missed by family and friends.

The citation on the memorial in Sourton Church says “ In Grateful Memory of the Men of this

Parish Who Gave Their Lives in The World War 1939-45.”

May we indeed remember to honour the memory of those like Clifford who made the Supreme

Sacrifice.

For the last four years or more, especially at this time of the year, we have thought about the

men who served in the services during the First World War, especially those who lost their lives.

As this year marks the 75th anniversary of D Day it might be more appropriate to remember

particularly the men and boys who fought and fell in Normandy and beyond.

The 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division was part of the invading force after D Day and landed in

France on 23rd June. It consisted of battalions from the Hampshire, Dorset, Wiltshire and

Worcester Regiments and the Duke of Cornwall’s and Somerset Light Infantry plus supporting

service and artillery units. Sometimes known as the Yellow Devils, their shoulder
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patch was the Wessex Wyvern, a gold two-footed dragon on a blue background. They were

known for their bravery and tenacity and fought with distinction through Normandy, into the

Netherlands as part of the audacious, but ultimately ill-fated Operation Market Garden in support

of the airborne attempt to seize a bridgehead across the Rhine, and eventually into Germany

itself.

A German general is reported as saying, “He who holds Hill 112 holds Normandy” while the

British considered it ‘the key to Normandy,’ which is why it was so tenaciously fought over. As

soon as the end of the forties a memorial to the fallen of the Wessex Division was erected there.

Later on copies of the memorial were erected at Mere Castle in Wiltshire and at Winyards Gap in

Dorset. I often visited the latter when visiting family at Maiden Newton, including an uncle who

served with 4 Dorsets. The memorial on Rough Tor above Camelford is slightly different. This area

was given in memory of those who died while serving in north-west Europe with the 43rd Division

1944-45. Their sacrifice is marked by a plaque at the summit. It is a fairly easy stroll to the top of

the tor from the car park at the end of the lane.

4 Dorsets first major battle was part of Operation Charnwood near Maltot on Monday 10th

July when they attacked German positions on and around Hill 112. They captured Eterville and in

the heat of battle and the fluidity of advance and retreat continued on towards Maltot which they

mistakenly thought had already been captured.  These were apparently insignificant villages but

controlled several important crossing points on the River Odon. As they approached they were

met with a hail of machine gun fire. The battalion received 348 casualties on that first day. Among

the fallen was Clifford Dawe. He was buried, along with several of his fellow Dorset comrades at

Banneville- La-Campagne War Cemetery east of Caen. His grieving parents chose to add the

words “To the World Just Another; To Us All the World” to his headstone. He is also remembered

on the war memorial in Sourton church. 

Clifford William Dawe was born on 23rd September 1915, the only son of Frederick and

Edith. He lived at Moor View on the road between Bridestowe and Sourton Down. When he left

school he joined his father as a jobbing mason. They also ran a small holding adjacent to their

home. He was a good cricketer and was on the committee as well as being vice-captain at

Bridestowe. In 1937 he was runner-up in the competition to be Bridestowe Carnival King, losing

out to Bill Lugg. Despite that disappointment he still won first prize representing  the cricket club

in one of the classes. He was remembered as a hard working, cheerful member of the

community, sadly missed by family and friends.

The citation on the memorial in Sourton Church says “ In Grateful Memory of the Men of this

Parish Who Gave Their Lives in The World War 1939-45.”

May we indeed remember to honour the memory of those like Clifford who made the Supreme

Sacrifice.

Thanks to Jenny Reynolds for sending in this gem
Poster found in a church in France (and translated!)

When you enter this church it may be possible
that you hear “the call of God.” 
However, it is unlikely that He will call on your
mobile.  Thank you for turning off your
phones. 

 If you want to talk to God enter, choose a
quiet place and talk to Him.  

 If you want to see Him, send Him a text while
driving.

 SOURTON PARISH COUNCIL

If anyone is interested in quoting for
the 2020 grass cutting contracts for

two areas of grass in Sourton Parish,

please apply to the parish clerk for

further details. 

Quotes will be required by 30th

November.
parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk
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What to do in the garden in November

Timely tips:

 • Insulate your outdoor containers from frosts, using hessian or bubble wrap held in place with

garden twine.

 • Raise pots off the ground for the winter by using bricks or ‘pot feet’, to prevent waterlogging.

 • Protect roses from windrock by pruning them by one-third to half their height. This will stop

them swaying in strong wind and prevent roots coming loose in the soil.

In the flower garden :

  • Remove fallen leaves from around the base of any rose bushes which suffered from blackspot

or rust this summer, to reduce the chance of reinfection next year.

• Continue to lift dahlia tubers, begonias and gladiolus corms to store dry over the winter

months. Remove the dead foliage before storing.

• Cut back the yellowing foliage of herbaceous perennials, and lift and divide overcrowded

clumps to maintain their vigour.

In the vegetable garden

• Lift parsnips after the first frosts, when their flavour will have sweetened.

• Prepare a perennial vegetable bed which can be planted up with rhubarb crowns and

asparagus crowns.

• Prepare a bed for planting autumn garlic. Improve heavy soils with organic matter before

planting.

 • Place a scaffold plank on the ground along the main access route into your plot to allow access

without compacting the soil as you walk across it.

• Spread fresh manure across the surface of your vegetable beds to rot down over winter.

• Stake top-heavy brassicas and draw up some soil around the base of stems to prevent wind

from rocking the plant and causing damage to the roots.

In the fruit garden

  • Divide mature clumps of rhubarb once they’re dormant.

• Plant currant bushes while they’re dormant.

 • Plant raspberry canes now for a delicious home-grown crop.

 • Tidy up strawberry plants - cut off any dead leaves and remove runners.

• Prune pear and apple trees anytime between now and February.

• Don’t prune your plum trees now as they will be susceptible to the silver leaf fungus - wait until

midsummer.

• Apply grease bands to the trunks of fruit trees to prevent wingless female winter moths

climbing the trunks and laying their eggs in the branches.

• Remove the top netting from fruit cages as heavy snow in winter will make it sag.

• Check fruits in storage and promptly remove any showing signs of disease or rotting.

Looking after your lawn

• Aerate your lawn now - there’s still time to do it before winter sets in. You can either use a lawn

aerator or simply insert a garden fork at regular intervals and lean it back slightly to let air in.

 • Continue to clear fallen leaves off the lawn to keep it healthy.

• Set your lawn mower to a higher cut-height for winter.

 • Edge your lawn. This is easy to do in the winter months once beds are clear. Lawn edging

creates a neat and tidy appearance and makes maintenance easier throughout the year.

There are more general  tips on the Thompson & Morgan website

www.thompson-morgan.com/what-to-do-in-the-garden-in-november
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Kevin Ball, your Devon County Councillor
Contact details.    Address: 74 North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1BD
Mobile: 07870 377879
Email: kevin.ball@devon.gov.uk. 

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT
Tel: 01837 861212
Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 
Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

RHS Rosemoor
Winter Sculpture Exhibition, 14th November - 31st January 

The surprising colour, scent and texture of the garden in winter provides the perfect foil for the

annual sculpture trail. Set against the backdrop of RHS Garden Rosemoor in winter, the annual

Winter Sculpture Exhibition will be on display throughout the garden.

Individual creations in a wide variety of media confront visitors with dramatic material

statements and challenge them with their enigmatic qualities. The low winter sun, the pale light

before snowfall or the careful placement of the illuminations has the effect of highlighting the

sculptures.

 This year the exhibition will see a host of new artists exhibiting.



Movie Watch - October 2019
Two New Carlton films on which to report this month. One bleak and poignant, the other a slice

of long-gone English country life. They’ll both win awards.

Judy is a biographical drama adapted from the West End play, ‘End of the Rainbow.’ The title role

is superbly played by Renee Zellweger, already hot favourite to be named Best Actress at next

year’s Oscars.  Nobody, however, is putting forward the film as a likely candidate for honours.

Both views are understandable.

In 1969, thirty years after starring in ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ much-loved American singer Judy

Garland arrived in London to perform a five-week series of sold-out concerts at the Talk of the

Town in Leicester Square. Confused and riddled with anxiety, drugs and booze, she cut a

desperate figure.

The film is based around the harrowing period of her residency at the nightclub. Having

stumbled through the first few weeks, she eventually passes out on stage and is heckled. Her

engagement is terminated but she returns for a final night on stage where she asks to perform

one last song. She breaks down while singing ‘Over the Rainbow’ but recovers with the

encouragement of supportive fans and just about manages to complete the show.

Unbeknownst to all, but hardly surprisingly, she had just four months to live.

Renee Zellweger gives the performance of a lifetime, but that doesn’t make this a great film. “I’m

only Judy Garland for one hour a night. The rest of the time I’m part of a family,” she slurred,

during yet another calamitous television interview. But the truth was that Judy was never really

off-stage. Her whole life was a theatrical show and a deeply flawed one at that.

The film is dominated by the star but features another marvellous portrayal by Jessie Buckley, so

good earlier this year in Wild Rose. She plays Rosalyn Wilder, Judy’s very prim but increasingly

exasperated British tour organiser. The nightclub scenes carry a real flavour of late-1960’s

London. Judy was replaced by none other than Lonnie Donegan, while impresario Bernard

Delfont was a looming presence throughout. 

So a great solo performance, but an uneasy watch and certainly not a great film.

But relax. Here comes Downton Abbey!

A historical period drama written by Julian Fellowes and set in 1927, the film depicts a visit by

the King and Queen to the Crawley family’s English country house in the Yorkshire countryside.

The family and servants are pitted against the royal entourage, who arrive en masse with the

intention of assuming control of all aspects.

The original 52-part television series ended in 2015, with the final episode set on New Year’s Eve

1925. The film begins about 18 months after the series ended. Buckingham Palace informs

Robert and Cora Crawley, the Earl and Countess of Grantham, that King George V and Queen

Mary will visit Downton Abbey as part of a royal tour through the country.

As one who successfully avoided all 52 episodes, this plot summary could be in Swahili for all I

know. But any film featuring Hugh Bonneville and, particularly, Maggie Smith, will do for me. The

latter, now aged 84 but seemingly improving with every passing year, gives the most

extraordinary performance. I’m unsure whether it was a contractual obligation that every line

she uttered was funny, but that’s how it transpired. She is a treasure.

The plot is thin, borderline anorexic, but who cares? Downton Abbey is simply a vehicle for a

star-studded cast to do what’s expected of them. Which, pretty much without exception, they do.

Quite apart from those already named, do please look out for a memorable cameo from the

splendid Jim Carter, in the role of Mr Carson. His portrayal of Downton’s retired butler was

surely inspired by the theatrical delivery and facial mannerisms of none other than local

dignitary, Geoffrey Cox QC MP.
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A terrific cast, sumptuous locations (Highclere Castle has never looked better), wonderful

costumes and enough ludicrous plot twists to maintain interest throughout, Downton Abbey is

the epitome of an easy watch. And don’t worry if you missed it at the cinema, this is absolutely

nailed-on for TV transmission, probably on Christmas Day afternoon. Pass the chocolates.

There’s a wide range of titles scheduled to reach Okehampton before the end of the year.

Terminator: Dark Fate (Schwarzenegger and Co), Sorry We Missed You (directed by Ken

Loach), The Aeronauts (Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones back together, looking to fly higher

than anyone had ever gone before), The Good Liar (Helen Mirren) and Le Mans ’66 (Matt

Damon and Christian Bale) for starters. Following which, released just in time for Christmas, we

can expect Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker, Cats and Little Women.

 But if none of that lot takes your fancy I should get the Quality Street in, sit tight and wait for

Downton Abbey to appear on the telly!

David Harrison

October 2019

Bridestowe Village Hall Update – October/November 2019

A great big thank you to the small but committed individuals who helped to paint the front and one
side of the Village Hall this summer.  We had hoped to get the Treetops’ side wall painted too but
have been beaten back by the weather.  The job did take longer than expected and the wooden
panels took a lot more rubbing down and preparation before the actual wood preserver could be
painted, followed by the necessary two coats.  
It has been lovely to hear so many positive comments from hirers and users.  It is hoped that the side
and back of the Hall can be tackled in the spring – quotes to tackle the top section of the hall will be
sought over the winter period.

There has been a good range of hirers in recent weeks ranging from weddings, birthday parties,
anniversaries and other family occasions; this vital income helps pay for the ongoing maintenance
jobs that need doing and to pay for the heating bill as temperatures drop at this time of year. 
 
Forty replacement chairs were purchased for wedding and party use as the existing chairs are over
ten years old and after a great deal of wear have started falling apart.

A bit thank you to the White Hart, to the quiz master and to everyone who attended the Village Hall
Quiz Night at the White Hart on the 9th October.  Thank you, too, to everyone who donated a raffle
prize which included a large bottle of champagne.  The proceeds came to £150.20 (not sure where
the 20p came from) and this will help boost Hall funds. 
We have still had no luck in finding a volunteer to take over as Treasurer from Jane Neild  who has
kindly continued in role. We are feeling increasingly anxious as it does not seem fair to keep
trespassing on Jane’s goodwill – she has carried out the role for some ten years and there must
surely be someone in the village who is prepared to continue her good work.
Finally we plan to do some tree planting on the grassy areas to the front of the Hall next to the car
park . Trees have been purchased including ornamental cherry, alder and rowan and these will be
planted in November.
We are always on the lookout for new Volunteer Trustees and Committee members, so if you think
you may be interested  please get in touch or come to one of our monthly meetings; the next one is
on 19th November – we would love to see you. 
 You can also visit the Bridestowe Village Hall website at www.bridestowe.org.uk for more information.

 Esther Winter
 BVH Chairperson 
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Horror - ¼ of all Waste in Rubbish Black Sacks is Food!

End the horror and recycle your pumpkin this Hallowe’en.

As if Hallowe’en wasn’t scary enough, did you know that UK households produce around seven

million tonnes of food waste every year costing the average family about £60 per month?

In West Devon almost a quarter of all waste put into black rubbish sacks is food  – despite West

Devon Borough Council providing weekly kerbside collections for this - but as Hallowe’en

approaches you could make a huge difference with one simple change: when you’re finished

with your pumpkin, make sure you cut it into smaller chunks and then home compost it or put

it in your food caddy.

Any kind of food waste can be placed in your food caddy, whether cooked or uncooked. You

can line your caddy with any bag, such as cereal bags, bread bags, salad bags and so on.

Alternatively you can line your caddy with newspaper or leave the food loose. The food waste

is used to create electricity for the national grid and the by-product is used as a soil conditioner

for use on local farms.

Cllr Caroline Mott, West Devon Borough Council’s Lead Member for Environment, said: “It’s

truly scary to see so many pumpkins being wasted at Hallowe’en, when they could easily be

composted.  If you don’t have a compost bin or food caddy please visit our website or offices for

more information on how to obtain them.”

And if you’re wondering what to do with the inside of your pumpkins? Well, why not make

some delicious pumpkin soup, pie or curry? The possibilities are endless – just search pumpkin

on www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/recipes

Don’t let your pumpkin become another Hallowe’en horror – recycle for West Devon!

Devon County Council

Grit bins

We will not routinely be refilling grit bins this year so please ensure that you

advise us of any empty or damaged grit bins, or any with contents that are

unusable, via our report a problem page

www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/

Be bright, be seen’ as the clocks go back
Cyclists in high-viz
The clocks went back on 27 October and we want to remind all road users to ‘be bright, be
seen’ as it gets darker. Pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and horse riders, are reminded to be
alert and make themselves visible by wearing reflective or fluorescent clothing. Motorists
should also take extra care to look out for other road users, particularly in poor weather
conditions which may reduce visibility.

Tree planting
Town and parish councils across Devon are being encouraged to join a tree planting initiative
to reduce the impact of Ash dieback and help tackle the climate emergency.
During this year’s town and parish council highways conferences, which have started in early
October, we’re calling on local councils to help plant trees on town and parish-owned land
across Devon by making use of the schemes offered by The Woodland Trust.
We’re also reminding people of the 3:2:1 tree planting rule being promoted by the Devon Ash
Dieback Resilience Forum. This aims to plant at least three new trees for every large one lost
to Ash dieback, two for every medium sized one, and one for each small one.
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Lewdown Past

The Lewdown and area local history group

Stowford Parish Hall

Tuesday 19th November

AGM at 7.00pm, talk at 7.30pm:

Tulips, Topiary, Tradescanth and Thyme – plants in history
an illustrated talk by Janet Few

‘Mistress Agnes’ will be making a rare visit from the 17th century to tell us about the

gardens of that age, from humble labourers’ cottage gardens to the country house

gardens designed by Inigo Jones. Find out more about ancient methods of pest control,

what plants were grown then, what they were used for and much more.

Visitors are very welcome to join us any time between 7.00 and 7.30 but may like to

phone 01566 783396 nearer the time to check there has not been a rare change of

programme or for further information. Lifts are possible also. Charge £2 for members,

£3 for non-members to include refreshments.

THIS IS A NEW

TEAM

WITH LADIES WHO

WANT TO KEEP FIT

IN A FRIENDLY

TEAM

ENVIRONMENT
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November Events at Okehampton Library 
Friday 8th November 18:30 – 21:30  – Games Night
To celebrate International Games Week we invite you to bring along
your board games to Okehampton Library, or just come along and learn
a new game. This is a chance for you to teach others how to play your
game and have a chat.  
Join in, meet new people, relax and have some fun!
£3 per person or £10 for a group of 4.  
No booking required. Refreshments will be available to purchase.

Friday 15th November 10:00 – 17:00 – All Wrapped Up
Create your own design of wrapping paper for Christmas using paint and
sponges.  Decorate a piece for the library to use (no charge) and you also
have the chance to make a piece to take home, just 50p per metre.  Suitable for all children, all
materials provided.  

Commencing Wednesday 6th November 13:30-15:00 – The Joy of Reading
Join The Royal Literary Fund Reading Round – a reading group with a difference!
No pre-reading/assigned texts, just turn up on the day.  Meet every week to discuss short stories
and poems.  Some classics, others new and startling, all will be thought provoking! Led by
Morgen Witzel, internationally known author of more than thirty books.  For more information or
to sign up, please email morgen@carucate.co.uk or telephone 01409 221939.

For details of regular events for adults, children and young people, plus any aditional events and
library services, please see our library website or Facebook page 
 www.devonlibraries.org.uk                                 Tel: 01837 52805

Opening hours:

Mon 09:00 - 17:00

Tue 09:00 - 18:00

Wed 09:00 - 13:00

Thu 09:00- 17:00

Fri 09:00 - 18:00

Sat 09:00 - 13:00

The November meeting of the THURSDAY MORNING GROUP will be a Coffee
Morning at Rowden’s Barn (just above Trescote Way) by kind invitation of Cynthia

Higbee. That is on Thursday November 21st at 10.30a.m.

The next  date for your diary is our Christmas lunch which will be at the White Hart
on Thursday December 12th.                              Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551

The Quakers in

Okehampton now meet
every Sunday 10:30-11:30
at the Dartmoor Room in
the Ockment Centre,

North Street. 
The worship is silent and meditative 
with some contributions from members. 
All visitors will receive a warm welcome.

Enquiries to the Clerk of the Meeting,

 Barbara Childs 
email: barbara.childs@btinternet.com

Tavonians Theatre Company presents 

‘Bronte’
Saturday 23rd  November
Charter Hall, Okehampton

at 7.30pm

A beautiful and lively drama evoking
the real and imagined worlds of the
Brontë family

All tickets £10 (Donalds Menswear)
Hot and cold food and drinks from
7pm and during the interval.
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Bridestowe Churches
Partnership

News from Bridestowe Methodist Church

Many thanks to those of you who attended our concert in September and also our

Harvest Supper both good occasions for fellowship and finance. In November we are

holding a Silent Auction - sale of better items in our 50/50 Shop - before we close it for

ever. The viewing will be on Friday 8th November with a coffee evening 6-9pm, and the

sale will be decided on the Saturday morning - 9.30am to 2pm when coffee and soup

with rolls will be served. Pick up an early Christmas present.

Watch out for us on Thursday 31st October!

Services for the month of November

Sunday 3rd: Joint service at the Parish Church at 9.30am

Sunday 10th: Remembrance Day, our service

will be at the Parish Church at 10am and will

finish at the War Memorial with laying of

wreaths.

Sunday 17th: Service at the Methodist Church at

11am with Mr D Sparey-Delacassa - a

communion service. Followed by coffee.

Sunday 24th: Service at the Methodist Church at

11am with Mr John Hawkins. Followed by Coffee

St Bridget’s Church Services in November

   

  3rd  Joint Service Holy Communion     9.30am

 10th        Remembrance Sunday          10.00am

 17th   Holy Communion (said BCP)       8.00am

                   Messy Church                         9.30am

 24th         Morning Prayer                       9.30am

  

St. Bridget’s Church Bells 

 The bells may be rung as follows: each Friday between 19.00 - 21.00 and for

services in the church.  For more information or to come along and have a go

contact Bill Thirtle on  01837 861256
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The poppies at St Bridget’s. 
(Photo by Jules Boreham)



The 59 Club - supporting
Bridestowe’s village hall
  September 

28th 26 Rosemarie Stanbury

October

5th  58 unallocated

12th  58 (again!) unallocated

19th 13 unallocated

26th 32 unallocated

As you can see we could do with

some new members to take on these

unallocated numbers.

Alison Young  01837 861157  
ali.young53@btinternet .com

The Over 60’s Luncheon Club will meet on Tuesday 12th

November. Meet at 12 noon for lunch at 12.30pm. 

Apologies to either Jenny Reynolds 861678 or Ruth
Maddaford 861402.

Okehampton Recycling Centre
Winter opening times

 (October - March )
 Monday - Friday 

 9am - 4.30pm 
  Saturday & Sunday

10am - 4.30pm

Lunar cycle for November

New moon     26th
First quarter   4th
Full moon     12th
Last quarter  19th

Please don't
forget that

BACON BAPS 
 will be served
on Saturday

30th November
from 

10 -12noon at
 Bridestowe
Village Hall. 
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Bridestowe’s Volunteer Group 

We abandoned the meeting on Saturday 26th October because of the frightful

weather and, more importantly, the rugby. We might be meeting on 2nd

November in the afternoon but please check on the Bridestowe & Sourton

Community Information Facebook page. Otherwise we will meet as usual on

Saturday  30th November at 9.30am at the cemetery gates. Do come and join us.

Wednesday 13th November

THE GOLDEN AGE OF ENGLISH FURNITURE

Janusz Karczewski-Slowikowski

By the mid 18th century, English cabinet-makers and

designers were producing furniture which set a new

standard in terms of both design and craftsmanship.

Central to this, was the way in which cabinet makers

exploited the properties and characteristics of

Mahogany. This golden age encompasses the work of

great designers and cabinetmakers like Kent, Vile,

Cobb, and, of course, Chippendale..

Dartmoor DFAS hold most meetings on the second

Wednesday of each month at the Charter Hall,

Market Street, Okehampton. Coffee will be served

from 9.45am and lectures start promptly at 10.30am



Love Devon hate fly-tipping?

Your county needs you!

If you care about the environment,

hate litter and have an artistic eye

why not enter a new competition to

design a logo for a new

partnership, dedicated to cleaning

up our countryside – and if your

design wins, you’ll win £100!

Clean Devon will be launched in the

New Year and will see

environmental groups, emergency services, businesses and local authorities join forces to

combat the scourge of litter and fly-tipping.

We’ve all been for a walk in a park, down a country lane or across a field only to find discarded

rubbish, an abandoned fridge or a pile of chipboard in our path.

This environmental vandalism blights communities; litter and fly tipping is not only unsightly, it

is a growing financial burden on society.

It can have serious public health consequences and impacts on our agriculture, wildlife and

tourist industry.

It is critical that litter and fly tipping is tackled with an innovative, enterprising approach – and

that’s why Clean Devon is being formed.

Each group will share expertise and intelligence and work with businesses, communities and

parish councils to put a stop to it.

And we want a logo that captures this ethos of working for the common good of the

environment.

The designer of the winning entry will win £100 and their design will be used across all Clean

Devon promotional materials.

Entries should be submitted by 22 November through the Recycle Devon website.

www.recycledevon.org/design-a-logo
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At Finch Foundry, Sticklepath
St Clement’s Day -  Saturday 23rd November, 11am - 4pm

Celebrate the patron saint of blacksmiths with us, with blacksmiths from

all over converging to compete and have some fun. There will be

demonstrations, competitions, big bangs, items for sale and mulled

apple juice to keep out the cold.



Tavistock and District Ring and Ride

An accessible, door-to-door minibus service for people of any age who have difficulty in using or

can’t access public transport.

How to make a journey:

1. Check the day the bus serves your area

2. Please call our operator on 07939 093232 between 9.30am and 1.30pm, Monday to Friday to

book your place

3. You will need to ring the day before you want to travel (if that’s a Monday, you must call the

previous Friday)

4. All fares must be paid in cash

Timetable for  Bridestowe

Day: Monday First pick up time: 10.20 * Destination: Tavistock  Return time: 12.30

 Fare £2.30

* Pickup time is a guide only and will depend on the route and the number of other passengers

- you will be given an approximate time when booking.

Website: www.tavistockringandride.co.uk
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Bearslake Inn
The turn of season from late summer into Autumn is always a magical

time at Bearslake Inn. The autumnal colours bouncing off the moors and

tors set the tone for the colder nights and shorter days. Inside the pub

the granite stonework glistens from the light of the fire and guests begin

to settle into a more hearty affair from our chefs. Seasonal and local food

has long been a big tradition in our thatched Dartmoor Inn but as we

now have more roots than shoots on the menu we thought it best to

celebrate our local larder with a lunch time offer. This season we are

giving you the chance to enjoy three courses from our Lunch time menu

(below) for only £20. This offer will be available Wednesday to Saturday, Lunch time only until

the end of November.

NOVEMBER LUNCHTIME DEAL  

Three for £20 menu(sample)

Smaller plates

OS&B pork and sage Scotch egg with burnt apple relish

Celeriac, windfall apple and smoked cheddar soup with crusty roll

Roasted figs with blue cheese and IPA dressed leaves

Larger plates

Beer battered Brixham haddock with Bearslake chip shop treats

Harissa baked cauliflower and pumpkin with aubergine and apricot couscous

Palmers sausage and mash with rich onion gravy

Afters

Sticky toffee and date pudding served with butterscotch sauce and vanilla ice cream

Orchard Fumble; pear, apple and ginger compote topped with a cob nut and oat crumble

served with vanilla custard and ginger ice cream

A selection of West Country ice creams (please ask for today’s selection)

A selection of British Isles cheeses and accompaniments (£6 supplement)
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Traditional standing seam metal roofing
Specialising in zinc, copper, aluminum and
stainless steel
Free quotes
 Mike     07732 756 774
James  07713 193 493

zincnationroofing@gmail.com

Dates for your December diary..

Fox & Hounds Hotel 
Bingo Lunch on Monday 16th December
Two course lunch and bingo starting at

12 noon
£15 per person to include tea and coffee

and

Quiz Night on Friday 20th December
Teams of 4 - 6 £3 per person starts at

7.30pm
Raffle in the evening  

The Fox & Hounds is helping William
Warren to raise  funds for his cricket
tour in South Africa in February  2020

3, West Street, Okehampton

Tea & Talk 

Wednesday 6th November, 2pm -3pm

History and Techniques of Stained

Glass

Our former Museum curator, Alan is

responsible for some of the beautiful stained

glass that we see across our region, Come and

find out more about how it’s done.

£4 per person, includes refreshments. Booking

advisable

Tel: 01837 52295

New advertiser
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SOURTON ROUNDUP November 2019

Sourton Friendship Group

We had a very enjoyable afternoon last month making

Christmas cards and having a good chat!  We will be

meeting in the hall at 2 pm on 12th November to make

Christmas crackers. Look forward to seeing you.

International Aid Trust Shoebox Appeal

Thank you for helping with and supporting the shoebox appeal. Thanks to your generosity we

have sent off 13 boxes filled with children’s gifts and given a donation of £55 to help with the

transport costs.

Wedding

We had a very happy occasion at Sourton Church on 28th September when 2 members of our

church family, Jenny Pratt and Tony Batten, were married.  Rev. Adrian Brook officiated and

Brenda Harris played the organ.  The bells rang out to welcome the happy couple, their families

and many friends.  Jenny and Tony have worked tirelessly for the church for 40 years and it was

good to celebrate with them the beginning of their new life as husband and wife.  The church

was full with people wishing them many years of joy and happiness together and in the hall, at

the reception afterwards, sharing the excitement and love they feel.

A message from the newly weds….

Jenny and Tony Batten would like to thank everyone who helped to make our wedding day so

special.  Thank you for the many cards which are now decorating our home and all the

congratulations and good wishes we received.  Thank you also to all who gave donations to

Sourton Church instead of presents.  The total was £1,100.  Thank you all so much!

Harvest Festival

We had a very enjoyable and successful harvest festival celebrations evening on 7th October.

The church looked lovely thanks to the hard work and generosity of the flower arrangers. The

service was uplifting and we would like to thank Rev. Adrian Brook for officiating, Brenda Harris

for playing the organ and all those taking part.  It was good to hear the sound of our church bells

welcoming us to the service.  The collection of £212.49 has been sent to Farm Community

Network.  The supper and auction went well and thanks to the generosity of the many people

who provided the delicious desserts and bid for the varied items in the auction, we made a profit

of £1,200 for church funds.  A massive thank you to everyone.

Remembrance Day Service

The service on 10th November will begin at 10.45 am and be taken by Beverley Johnson.

Christingle Service

We are looking forward to our Christingle Service on 1st December at 4 pm when we will be

raising money for the Childrens Society.  Treetops Pre-School will be taking part and performing

their Nativity Play.  The service will be followed by tea in the hall afterwards.

Future Dates

1st December 4 pm Christingle Service in church followed by tea in the hall

Church Services in November

3rd     8 am Prayer Book Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook

10th 10.45 am Remembrance Service – Beverley Johnson    

   4.30 pm Taizè  Service – Rev. Adrian Brook

17th  11 am   Common Worship Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook

24th    11 am Morning Prayer – Caroline North

Rose Dashper
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Would you like to book Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and would be suitable for
a variety of functions and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,
disabled toilet, committee room and large stage.  It has disabled
/wheelchair access with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or Chris Heron 01837
861523             email: sourtonvh@gmail.com

Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk       Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

Treasurer required for Bridestowe

Village Hall – Voluntary Post

Duties include – managing the bank

accounts and cash flow.  Recording

payments and receipts, and

reconciling the bank statements.

Basic knowledge of spread sheets

required.  The invoicing for hall hirers

is managed by another trustee and

full support will be given at handover.

If you are interested and would like

further information please contact

Esther Winter on 

01837 861111 – we would love to hear

from you.
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West Devon Borough Council fund a 

home improvement loan scheme

for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining your home.  We

want to help you to take the stress out of funding repairs,
improvements or adaptations to your home.  

We see you as an individual, not a credit score.

For a free, no obligation home visit or more information:

Contact Wessex Resolutions CIC on 01823 461099 or visit

www.wessexresolutions.org.uk

*Subject to eligibility

  The Random Schusser!  6 Committed Skiers Urgently required. 

** Subject to places still being available ** - Lauterbrunnen in

Switzerland, for Murren and Wengen. Depart LGW Saturday 08

February 2020 for a week of Social Skiing. Incredible full package deal

at £815pp. Plus £255 Lift Pass. British Owned & Run 4* Chalet Hotel

and provider.

If I can get 6 more committed skiers NOW and spaces are still available, price could be

£715pp !

Interested?  email me at:  Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk 

Also for more thoughts if interested in forming “The Bridestowe Schussers” for 2020/2021 skiing. 

Nature notes 
Autumn is when many birds form flocks, from parties of long-tailed tits to huge flocks of waders on
coastal estuaries and murmurations of starlings.  Look for flocks of jackdaws, rooks and carrion crows
flying to woodland roosts on Autumn evenings. On the coast look for great skeins of migratory geese
which arrive from Arctic breeding grounds to spend the winter with us.
Wildlife is feasting on the hedgerow harvest. Blackbirds and thrushes love blackberries and the crops
of rose-hips, sloes, crab apples, elderberries and haws (hawthorn berries) provide autumn food for
mice, voles, hedgehogs, squirrels as well as many kinds of birds.
Fungi are not just in woodlands, they pop up all over the place: on lawns and in parks, on piles of wood
chip and on dead logs, on the ground and on the trunks of trees, even on cowpats  You can download
your fungi identification sheet from our website  .
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/explore-wildlife/season/autumn



Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close

Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all day

Home-cooked food served 

between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday

12-2pm, OAPs

Fish & chips with peas and bread and butter £5.95

QUIZ NIGHT

 Wednesday 13th

in aid of

Royal British Legion

Families and dogs welcome

RobACE Construction
Tiling, Bathroom & Kitchen renovations

Your trusted, experienced and insured
local builder

www.race-construction.co.uk

info@race-construction.co.uk

Tel: 07405 878 632

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.
All sizes and types.
Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked
together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.
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The National Trust -  News from Lydford Gorge
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer
 The gorge is gradually changing to its autumn colours. Soon there will be a golden-orange

carpet on the ground and fingers crossed some golden sunlight to show it off at its best.

I was lucky enough to grow up around here, and my parents helped instil in me a love of the

natural world. This started as simply as getting out on the moor to run around and paddle in

the streams. I still enjoy the paddling part, less so the running! I’m really enjoying my role at the

gorge as Visitor Experience Officer, it couldn’t really be more perfect for my knowledge and

skills. One day I’m checking the trees for damage after a storm and the next I’m planning a

science-based potions class. However, what I get the most out of is helping the people who

visit, who likely did not have the access to nature I enjoyed growing up, get a little taste of how

wonderful our small part of the world can be and encourage them to take notice of the natural

world and want to help protect it.

In September the ranger team attended the annual National Trust rangers conference. It’s a

chance for them to get together and share ideas as well as learn what great work is happening

in the Trust and elsewhere. There were talks on responding to climate change, the future of UK

farming, environmental land management, and lots more. Particularly interesting was a talk

from Yeo Valley about their conservation projects. The knowledge and ideas from the

conference will help the ranger team to keep improving the special habitats in the gorge for the

benefit of both wildlife and visitors.

What’s coming up…

Pick up a Dartmoor Christmas tree

Sat 30 Nov, Sun 1, Sat 7 & Sun 8 Dec, 11am-3pm

As well as choosing the perfect tree there will be local craft and food producers in the shop and

activities to entertain the kids.

Wild kitchen

Sat 9 Nov, 11am-2pm

Forage for sloes to concoct some exciting flavour combinations to add to the spirit of your

choice (please bring your own), then enjoy a warming venison stew around the open fire. Over

18s only please. £15 per person, booking essential online or phone 0844 249 1895

Opening Times 2019

From Monday 28 October only the waterfall trails will be accessible. The shop, waterfall tea-

room (November) and Devil’s Cauldron tea-room (December) will be open Friday to Sunday

10am-3.30pm until Sunday 22 December.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity Number 205846
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Okehampton Auctions 

Unit 1 Fatherford Farm, Exeter Road, Okehampton
Next auction Wednesday 13th November. The viewing takes place from 10am - 1pm

Monday 12p.m. - 6.p.m. on the Tuesday and from 8.30a.m. on the day of the sale, with the sale

commencing at 10 a.m



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: 07831096666 or 01566 783079

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

AVON
For more information on Avon products or if you

would like a catalogue, please contact

Emma Jenkins

   Email:       emze1996@yahoo. co.uk
Facebook   Emma’s Avon

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing
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The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see you.

We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418
Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 Email: mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne

books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser

Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.comFind me on

Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ products from
Penny McInnes

Thumbprint Art greetings cards and postcards
with local views are available from Bridestowe
Stores. 

Available from me are cards with pictures of
other locations, and A4 and 7” x 9” prints.
They are in clear sleeves, and cheap and easy
to frame. They make unusual treats for yourself
or presents which are ideal for posting. There
are numerous designs, mostly local, Cornwall
coast and harbours abroad.  

For details of the full range and prices, ring me,
Penny McInnes, on 01837 861364 or email
pennymcinnes@aol.com  

 COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.



LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 / 07984 812807

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken

Felling, Reductions, Hedge trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance

Also quality firewood supplied                                          Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Includes upper back, shoulders, neck,upper arms, head
and face massage 
PEDICURE SPA
Includes soaking feet in natural herbs, removing dead
skin with herbs, cuticle treatment, cutting, filing, buffing
and polish toe nails 
MANICURE SPA
Includes soaking fingers,cutting,filing, cuticle treatment,
buffing and polishing nails. 
DISCOUNT FOR  PENSIONERS
ALSO AVAILABLE: PARAFFIN  WAX
TREATMENT FOR HANDS AND FEET

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming
Digging and planting Leaf clearing
Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating
Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 
mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk
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Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed

Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on

07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and
Garden Walks.

Shop now open every Saturday 10 -
4pm (out of hours, please call ahead

or check our website)
 Bottles of our wine available from

Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805

Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk



Reiki treatments - 
relax and unwind with a 1 hour

treatment in a beautiful setting on
the slopes of Dartmoor. 

Call Danielle 
01822 820 379,

 Burn Cottage, Lydford.

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage  

CALL ROB ON

01837 880336  or 07583 220243

River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience
Dogs, cats, small animals to small

holdings and special needs pets cared
for. Also dog walking and cleaning

available

Please call Louise on

07968698641

CROSSGREEN WOODWORKS
Established Cabinetmakers and Specialist Joinery.

Proprietors Ginette and Brian Nobbs.
Crossgreen Woodworks, Lower Cross Farm, Lifton,Devon, PL15 9SL,

• HAND PAINTED SHAKER STYLE kitchens made in our workshop
• SECOND NATURE bespoke quality kitchens • FREESTANDING solid wood kitchens
• Compare our prices with other kitchen suppliers, you will find our kitchens are very competitively priced.
We are happy to cross price any quote you have had.
Telephone 01566 784216 www.crossgreen-woodworks.co.uk
email: info@crossgreen-woodworks.co.uk 
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Golden Leaf Landscapes 
 Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance

Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience

01837 89285    07811781137
    www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping
Services

• Bookkeeping

• Accounts preparation

• VAT

• Secretarial services
• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502       Mobile 07866 953708

Email: cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com
The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

MOOR CLEANING

SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning

Holiday Lets

Ironing

Home Support
Liability Insured

Tel. - Paula 07885 742 908

Email - moorcleaningservices@gmail.com



Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms
• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation
Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard

Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured
All tree work undertaken 

Hedge laying & pruning 
 Fencing 

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com



High quality flowers tailor -made for all occasions 
Free local delivery around Okehampton area

Gift vouchers available
Workshop dates

20th November - Floral Gift Ideas for Christmas
30th November - Luxury Christmas door wreath Workshop

(also on 1st, 6th, 7th and 11th December)
20th & 21st December - Creative Christmas tables and baubles Workshop
More information on www.halleyfloraldesign.co.uk and my facebook page

 01837 861725  or 07380 194380
   More information can be found on the website www.halleyfloraldesign.co.uk 

or call Bev on 01837 861725

Robert & Nicholas McNamara
01566 783471

Specialists in round the clock
care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services
Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial
Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 
Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!
07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

Handy -Van    Man and Van - Ready to Help!

Removals - Clearances - Labouring

Local or long distance. Careful, safe deliveries. 

Any job considered, big or small.

Reasonable rates 

Tel: 01837 811172

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

New workshop dates



Are you tired. overworked. overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 
I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more effciently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton

Very Competitive Rates

Telephone: 01837 861 509

Mobile: 07748344978

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

EDZ

Painting and decorating

service.

 Interior and exterior work .

Reasonable rates

Free quotes

Chimney sweeping

service sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window

cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have

for valeting - collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT preparation and
MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097
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Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883
Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

www.hearingmobility.co.uk

Redstones 

Independent Funeral Directors - Established for Five Generations

A well planned funeral honours the passing of a unique individual

Traditional • Humanist  • Civil  • Woodland

Call Keith or Ali at anytime on 01837 840205

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402
www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
WINTER SERVICING AND REPAIRS. BOOKINGS NOW
BEING TAKEN FOR ALL ENGINE DRIVEN GARDEN
MACHINERY. FIRST COME FIRST SERVED.
COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR ALL MACHINES. 
RAMP AND WINCH FOR RIDE ON MOWERS IF REQUIRED.
NO VAT ON LABOUR CHARGES.
RIDE ON & PEDESTRIAN MOWERS GARDEN TILLERS
CHAINSAWS, STRIMMERS ,CHIPPER/SHREDDERS, HEDGE TRIMMERS ,LEAF BLOWERS & MORE

CALL RICHARD ON  07591 655072 or 01837 861852
www.northmoorgardenmachinery.co.uk info.northmoor@gmail.com 

• Rotary/ manual sweeping                 

• Certificates for insurance issued      

       • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal                             

• Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for

gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair
Special rates for BaSE catchment area

Call: 01837 861873         07747419950



John & Diane Ware
Hunters Moon Bridestowe, Okehampton, 

Devon, EX20 4EN
Tel 01837 861193email:
enq@huntersmoon-devon.co.uk
website:  www.huntersmoondevon.co.uk

Devon Dogs

Professional dog training on your doorstep

We offer life skills, obedience and agility training. Huge purpose built barn

Tel: 07717 696623     Email: contact@devondogs.co.uk

www.devondogs.co.uk

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   
Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

Call in and take a look at the plants and shrubs we

have on offer. Pansies and cyclamens will bring winter

colour to your garden. A selection of shrubs and hardy

heathers are be available. All at very competitive prices.

Bring back your empty plastic flower pots and trays

and we will recycle them.

Richard’s Time Machine

Mobile Disco :- Wedding
and Family Party Specialist,
Personal, Memorable - and

Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.c
o.uk

01837 811172 
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Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347
Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction
No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)
Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted
Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Okehampton ‘Kenpo Ryu’ Karate Kickboxing

Tuesday evenings at Okehampton College Gymnasium

Juniors 6pm - 6.45pm  Adults 7pm - 8.15pm

Come and give it a try, the first lesson is free!

For more information, contact instructor     Roger Chestnutt 07886 185281

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets

and Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

Abigail’s Babysitting Service
Fun, caring and kind girl who has experience.  I have completed a babysitting course and

first aid run by ‘Teen Angel Babysitting’. I charge £5 per hour. Tel: 01837 861247
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JAMES TENNANT LTD
LAND ROVER SPECIALIST

Est. 1987
Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton

EX20 4HY  Tel. 01837 861478
Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car
Supply of Land Rover parts

 
Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT

your vehicle.

Limited  Editions

A selection of  limited  edition cards, including new images from the Spring Cottage Collection

by local artist  Fay Johns are available from Riverside Stores and Country Lanes Garden Centre,

Okehampton.

These cards fit into a 6 inch mount aperture and can easily be made into a framed piece of art,

making a lovely gift. Original Paintings available  at The Blind Spot Gallery, in the Okehampton

Arcade. Well worth a visit.

Hairdresser
Haircuts, Styling, Makeover, Men, Women anad Children. 

Will visit in the area.

New in Lewdown but still visiting in the Bridestowe 

and Sourton areas.

Ring Gina Reichert!! Tel 01566 783455

Complete Podiatry & Chiropody Care

Mr Heath Weymouth BSc(Hons) PgDip MChS
HCPC Registered Podiatrist & Member of the Society

of Chiropodists and Podiatrists
07946-473972

Home visits available
CANNON BARN PODIATRY

Helping you walk towards pain free
Treatments include: Corns, callus, ingrowing toenails,

thickened nails,
biomechanics, sports injuries and much more.

1 Cannon Barn Cottages, Lewdown. Nr Okehampton.
Devon. EX204BT
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Ink Cartridges & Toners/Printer/Copier/Photo Paper
Envelopes/Laminating Pouches/Blank Cds/DVDs/Jiffy

Bags
Fax & Copier Supplies

*******Competitively priced & personal local service******
*Plus Much More*

Please contact me for prices.

Tel: 01837 861228 Email: julie@devonprintersupplies.co.uk
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Magna Carpentry

Complete carpentry service Roofs, dormers and Veluxes

Kitchens supplied and fitted     1st and 2nd FIX

Free quotations

Tel: 07540 956379           www.magnacarpentry.com

Experienced carer
Has various days and hours available.

Excellent references

To enquire, please contact Belinda       

07534 711357 

Dartmoor Tiling - Professional Tiling Service

Contact: Steve Essery  Tel: 01837 52013     07729 460746

Website:  www.dartmoortiling.co.uk

Email:    steve@dartmoortiling.co.uk 

 Music Shop, Specialist Coffee and Teas in the heart of Dartmoor
10 The Arcade, Okehampton, EX20 1EX 

Tel: 07769 931321      Find us on Google, Facebook & Instagram
Branded musical Instruments, Accessories and Servicing 

alongside Fine Coffees, Tea and Beverages

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 
Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Forthcoming Events for November

Saturday 2nd 9.30am, Tina’s Kitchen, St James Street, Okehampton, Armed Forces & 
Veteran’s Breakfast Club

Wednesday 6th 2pm-3pm, Museum of Dartmoor Life, Tea and talk

Thursday 7th 7.30pm, 1 Glebe Park, Book Club 
Friday 8th 6pm-9pm, Methodist Church, Silent Auction
Saturday 9th 10am - 1.30pm, Methodist Church, Coffee morning

10.30am - 4.30pm, Belstone Village Hall, Craft Fair
Tuesday 12th 12noon, Methodist Hall, Over 60s Luncheon Club

2pm, Sourton Village Hall, Friendship Group meeting, cracker making

Wednesday 13th 10.30am, Charter Hall, Okehampton, Dartmoor Arts Society, lecture
8pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of the Royal British Legion

Thursday 14th 7.30pm, Methodist Church committee room, Bridestowe PC meeting
Friday 15th 7pm, Gideons Barn, Charity Fayre
Tuesday 19th 7pm, Stowford Village Hall, Lewdown Past, AGM followed by a talk

7.30pm, Bridestowe Village Hall - small meeting room, BVHMC meeting

Thursday 21st 10.30am, Rowden’s Barn,  Thursday Morning Group Coffee morning
7:30, Bridestowe Village Hall, Queen Bees, crafting

Friday 22nd 6pm-8pm, Riverside Stores, Open Kitchen

Saturday 23rd 11am -4pm, Finch Foundry, St Clement’s Day celebration
Thursday 28th 2.30pm, Ockment Centre, U3A talk by Louise Brown

Saturday  30th 9.30am, Cemetery gates, Bridestowe Volunteer Group session
10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Baps

 Weekly exercise activities held in Bridestowe Village Hall
Monday             6.45 - 7.45, Aerobics
Tuesday  2 - 4pm, Short Mat Bowls
    "   (term time only)       6.30 -7.30pm,  Margaret Moore Suite, Belly dancing
Thursday      7pm - 8pm    Yoga
           -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sports night: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7pm - 9.30pm, Meth Church

Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 
or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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BASE submissions
We usually plan to print BaSE 5 days before the end of the month so please get your
submissions in well before this date as compiling the newsletter takes some time. If you
do have a late submission, it’s worth phoning to see if we can squeeze it in.
Many thanks.           Martin & Alison Young
Don’t forget you can read it online via Bridestowe’s and Sourton’s websites.


