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The humble primrose - flower of

Devon
By Laura Joint 19 March 2010  BBC Devon 

When a vote was held to find Devon’s

favourite flower, there was only ever likely to

be one winner.

The primrose - which traditionally heralds the

start of spring - was chosen by the people of

Devon as the flower which best sums up the

county’s natural heritage.

The vote was organised in 2004 by Plantlife

International, the charity for the conservation

of wild flowers.

Thousands of people across the UK took part

in voting for their county flower.

In Devon, the primrose came out on top.

For centuries, the little yellow flower thrived,

and there are stories of them being sold by

the sack-full.

They just love Devon’s high-banked country

lanes and hedgerows.

In past centuries, Devon’s old paper mills

used to send primrose blooms to customers

because the flower was seen - even then - as

a symbol of a breath of fresh Devon air.

As well as the common primrose, Devon is

also home to local varieties, including the

Buckland Wine primrose, which has red

flowers.

Because of Devon’s climate, soil and

geographical position, the wild primrose can

still be widely found in woodland and

countryside right across the county - but it’s

nowhere near as common as it used to be.

Building developments and modern farming

methods have taken their toll.

As a result, Devon County Council launched a

Primrose Action Plan to try and safeguard the

species for future generations.

A county council survey also found that

primroses were still growing throughout

Devon, and that people see the flower as part

and parcel of the county’s natural heritage.

Plantlife International organised the national

‘county flower’ vote following evidence of an

alarming decline in our native flowers - and to

increase public awareness about their plight.

‘The Primrose opens wide in spring;

Her scent is sweet and good:

It smells of every happy thing

In sunny lane and wood…’

(The Primrose Fairy by Mary Cicely Barker –

1895-1973)

HAVE YOU MISSED US?

The Friends of St Bridget’s are planning a

Clean up Day on 27th March 2021. 

Please bring your own equipment for cutting

brambles, cleaning gullies, pulling up nettles

and generally giving the churchyard a good

tidy up after the winter. 

Any bags to take away green waste would

also be welcome or offers to take it to the

recycling centre at the end of the morning. 

Sorry but it will be a BYO refreshments but

hopefully the next clean up day will be up to

our usual standard!

Looking forward to seeing you between

10.00 and 12.00 on Saturday 27th March



Thank you Vicky for pointing out there was a

duplicate page in last month’s BaSE. The proof

reader, who does always says in her defence that

she doesn’t check the adverts, has received a

written warning.

The Vicar writes...
When the clock in the church tower stopped I

didn’t think anyone would notice but within

minutes Facebook was full of people

complaining about the fact they couldn’t hear

the chimes anymore. I hadn’t realised it was

still important to people. I remember hearing

about one village clock that lost several

minutes each day. If it was wound on a

Sunday it meant that by Saturday night the

pub could stay open for another half-an-hour.

I can understand why that was important. Of

course things were different back then and

there wasn’t any social media for people to

complain on. Situations like stopped church

clocks were handled differently too. 

The Colonel, who lived in a spacious old house

at the end of the village, had wanted to try his

hand at bell ringing. He had become bored by

grand sires and changes after a couple of

hours and most of a bottle of gin, and had

attempted to play Tubular Bells, but he had

swung from the clock weight instead of a bell

rope by mistake. When the verger had next

climbed the spiral staircase to the top of the

tower to spend his usual sweaty fifteen

minutes amid the cobwebs and bat droppings

in turning the handle that brought the weights

up from the floor, they refused to come.

Something was bent.

The verger reported the matter to the pub.

This was the hub of village life where most of

the influential figures of the neighbourhood

gathered once, if not twice, a day in the public

bar to consult with each other on matters of

local concern. The pub despatched Frank

Wheeler to repair the clock. Frank was a

farmer and like all farmers, could mend

anything. Give a farmer a hammer and a piece

of baler twine and he would confidently

approach the faulty guidance system on a

Space X rocket.

Frank hit the clock mechanism once or twice

and slid his crowbar into the works, levering it

a few times so that some bits dropped off and

shattered on the church floor 50 feet below.

He then reported his failure back at the pub.

An expert quoted £700, which was a large sum

of money, to repair the damage. The Colonel

was not going to pay: he had only bent

something; and Frank said that he should not

be held responsible for metal fatigue – one bit

had shattered after only a single hammer

blow.

So the village was faced with having to find

£700, eventually the money was raised by the

villages fund raising efforts and the clock was

repaired. 

Luckily we were able just to rewind ours.

Adrian Brook

 

Wanted Knitting

Wool

Do you have small

amounts of

unwanted wool? If

you do I would be

very pleased to

hear from you. I

am knitting tiny

hats for Innocent Fruit Juice bottles, they give Age

UK £1 for everyone knitted. The amounts needed

are very small but I have literally used every

scrap that I have and am feeling withdrawal

symptoms as they are so relaxing to knit as you

watch TV. 

Many Thanks 

Cynthia Higbee 01837 861194

higbee@waitrose.com
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ROUND UP OF NEWS FROM SOURTON

PARISH COUNCIL

At our last (Zoom) meeting we discussed

various matters that we would like our

parishioners’ views on. If you have a view or

would like to volunteer for any of the matters

below, please contact our Clerk at

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk or on 

01837 871308.

1. Speeding through Sourton Village - we have

the chance to join a local Speedwatch

group, which is a group of volunteers who

record the speed of cars passing along a

particular stretch of road, to build up an

accurate picture of real speeds through

30/40mph areas. In this case, after the end of

Lockdown, we are looking for 4 or 5

volunteers (min a group of 3) to help in

Sourton Village. Is anyone interested?

2. Provision of salt bins. We are reviewing our

provision of salt bins. Are there any areas

currently that don’t have a salt bin which in

your view is vital? The parish council would

have to pay for these bins at a cost of approx

£120 each, so we need to make sure that

they are strategically placed in the the right

spots.

3. Possible provision of defibrillators at

Sourton Down/Sourton Village. 

The suggestion

has been made about looking at the possibility

of providing a defibrillator in Sourton

village and possibly Sourton Down. The Pump

and Peddle have already said that they

would be willing to look after the machine,

should there be interest in having one at that

location. The other would most probably be at

the village hall. We would need

volunteers to look after a defib if it was placed

at the village hall (weekly checks).

Please do let us know if you would be

interested in getting involved. We would need

to raise the funds for any defibs purchased

and its not clear yet where that funding might

come from, and its not cheap. Before we make

any commitment to find those funds we

need to know if there is sufficient interest to

take this idea a step further, as without

weekly checks the ambulance service will not

add them to the list of available machines,

in case it is in some way faulty and nobody has

noticed.

4. and lastly ....Digital Connectivity - we would

like to know are there still areas within the

parish that do not have a good internet

connection? The PC wouldn’t be able to help

directly but if we can identify the extent of the

problems within the parish, then we could

work with WDBC on ways to resolve this issue.

(Vacancy on PC,  please see page 19 for details)

QUALITY
SEASONED
LOGS FOR

SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to keep you
toasty this winter!

  Competitively priced with friendly and
reliable delivery available locally

Call Roger for further information on 

07886 185281

Thank you to the kind man who picked up

Conky in Pigs Leg Lane on that windy day in

February and brought him home to Glebe

Park. We’re not sure how Conky managed to

escape and end up in the lane but we’re very

glad to have him back and so is Mrs Conky,

pictured below.



MOVIE WATCH – February 2021

 Well.......many of us have now been vaccinated

(once, at least), the numbers are starting to

inch in the right direction, the weather will

soon be perking up and the most miserable

winter many of us have endured should soon

be over. 

But with short days and correspondingly long

evenings, television viewing will remain at a

high level for a while yet. Meanwhile cinemas

remain closed, with no immediate likelihood of

reopening. The Government seems

determined the current lockdown will be the

last, suggesting it won’t be lifted anytime soon.

So, for the time being at least, the small screen

must remain the focus of domestic

entertainment. My plea for viewing

recommendations fell on deaf ears so you’ll

have to make do with our thoughts - positive

and somewhat less positive.

Very much in the ‘Positive’ column, albeit of

interest to a minority of viewers, is the return

of Test Match Cricket to Channel 4. Making live

cricket available only to those with access to

Sky, has denied almost a full generation of

children exposure to the game, at a time when

the World Cup-winning England squad have

been competitive in all three formats. The last

Test Match shown live on terrestrial TV was in

2005.

Channel 4 are showing the current India v

England series, with the deciding 4th Test

running from 4-8 March. Broadcast rights for

the One Day and T20 internationals, which

follow the Test series, were still being

negotiated as BaSE went to press.

While discussing broadcast television, it’s

worth a respectful nod in the direction of

Channel 5. Long derided for tacky, cheap

programming, the station has enjoyed

something of a rebirth since being acquired by

Viacom. Operating on a shoestring (it launched

with a staff headcount and programme budget

less than a quarter that of Channel 4), the likes

of Graham Norton and Kirsty Young began

their subsequently glittering broadcast careers

with C5, with the likeable Julia Bradbury the

latest to be poached by one of the main

channels.

Kate Humble has replaced Ms Bradbury and is

presenting a Coastal Britain series on C5, on

Fridays at 8pm. She started by walking part of

the South West Coast Path, while visiting Lorna

Doone country. Some of Channel 5’s output

remains unashamedly tabloid, but their 8pm

and 9pm strands contain some hidden gems

and are well worth an occasional listings check.

Amusingly, Julia Bradbury is currently

presenting a series of Cornwall and Devon

Walks for ITV. Maybe they’ll bump into one

another somewhere outside Bude?

On the movie front we were delighted to see a

new Tom Hanks film available to view on

Netflix. We have long operated on the trusted

system that his name on the credits

guarantees an enjoyable watch. Sadly News of

the World was the exception that proved the

rule. I’m not a big fan of Westerns and this

excruciatingly slow horseback journey, taken

through a Texas effectively rendered

impassable by Civil War, won’t be changing my

view. Tom is charming as ever and does his

best with a pedestrian script but this was an

evening wasted. No doubt some will enjoy this

film, primarily due to his presence, but the

excellent Tom Hanks deserves better material

than this with which to work.

Our February viewing has been dominated by

one daily episode of the award-winning Netflix

thriller Tin Star. This is an outstanding, action-

packed, revenge based crime drama, with the

first two series set in the stunning Canadian

Rockies. It is superbly written and brilliantly

acted by the two main characters, Tim Roth

and Genevieve O’Reilly, as husband and wife

team Jack and Angela Worth. Roth delivers

moments of genuine, laugh-out-loud comedy.

However, and it’s a huge however, Tin Star is

about as violent a piece as you’ll find anywhere

on television. Do not watch this if you are likely

to be upset or troubled by a vast and

gruesome body count. Having said that, we

both absolutely loved it. The first two series are

available on Amazon Prime with Series 3, when

the action moves to Liverpool, on Sky Atlantic,

Now TV and various catch-up
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services.

Finally, I checked with Mrs Movie Watch who,

through lockdown necessity, has morphed

seamlessly into Mrs Telly Watch. Apart from

317 archive episodes of Saturday Morning

Kitchen, her planner currently contains

Finding Alice (ITV Comedy/Drama), The Hairy

Bikers (BBC), the thriller Marcella (ITV and

Netflix) and Channel 4’s eternal and seemingly

indestructible Grand Designs.

The last of those reminds me of an incident

that occurred while I was working at Channel 5,

about 100 years ago. Word reached us that

Channel 4 were considering not renewing their

licence to show the enormously popular US

sitcom, Friends. To explore the show’s

potential value to C5, I was actioned to check

how many times C4 had shown Friends during

the previous year and what advertising

revenue we might be able to generate, were

we to nick it from under their noses.

The answer was 1,810, a figure that sounds

ridiculous but proved entirely correct. Channel

4, across their range of channels (C4, E4,

More4 etc) showed Friends an average of five

times a day, every day. And to answer your

next question, 236 episodes of the show were

made, over a 10-year period, between 1994

and 2004. Too much of a good thing? You

decide.

Stay well and please don’t be shy about

submitting your viewing recommendations.

David Harrison

February 2021

     Les Sorts It           
I have recently moved to the area and

I am looking for clients locally.

I am an experienced gardener and no

job is turned down.

During the winter times I also offer

cleaning services with experience also.

WEEDING, GRASS CUTTING, HEDGE

TRIMMING, PLANTING, PRUNING &

GENERAL OUTSIDE JOBS

If you would like a quote or have any

questions please call,

Les  - 07591 761 096

POTATOES FOR SALE 

Marfona 25 kg £8 a bag 

Call Graeme Horn on

07703 729 306

Blackabroom Farm 

Delivery free in Bridestowe area

(Saturday)

Lunar cycle for 
March

New moon     13th
First quarter   21st
Full moon       28th
Last quarter    6th

Beth, Sam, Joe and Isabelle would like to

thank everyone for their kind messages of

support following the death of Michael at

the end of January. 

Thank you also for all the generous flowers,

gifts and donations to Hospiscare.

For Sale

 Braun Multipractic plus.

Hardly used. Some

attachments still in

wrappings.

£10

2 Wine challenge glasses. Each holds

a whole bottle of wine. Unopened.

£5 the pair

01837 861275
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National Trust - News from Lydford Gorge 

Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

As I write this, we’re all awaiting updated

government guidance on what restrictions will

look like in March, so we’ll be digesting that

before we can know what will be opening and

when. In the meantime, the waterfall will stay

open for locals to access for walks, unless high

winds are forecast.

While I’m not able to do some of my usual

duties, such as organising events, I’ve been out

in the gorge helping the ranger team. Most

recently we winched over a large beech limb

that had split off from the tree and landed

vertically in the river, resting on the cliff over

the path. We then used a section of this to

shore up the river path where it had begun to

sink after winter floods washed out a cavity

roughly 2.5m long, 80cm deep, and 40cm high.

Then extra sections of the beech limb, along

with some soil and vegetation from the path

edge, were used to back fill the hole. This

should stop the path sinking even further and

help prevent further soil erosion by the river

when in flood. It was important to get this job

done before it got worse, otherwise it could

have been an even bigger, and more awkward

job, than it was. If any of you have used a tirfor

winch before, you’ll know it gets the job done

but it’s not quick and is pretty physical. 

Finally, there are signs that spring is on its

way, and by March, even with the cold spell of

weather we’re experiencing as I write this, it

should be looking far greener and more

vibrant. The wild garlic leaves are pushing

through, although there are also some toxic

cuckoo-pint leaves popping up amongst them.

The lucky celandines, which get the most sun,

are already beginning to flower and their

yellow flowers will be brightening up the path

edges very soon.Opening Times 2021

Waterfall trail

Open all year 10-5* every day

Tea-room**

15 March to 31 October 10.30-5† every day

Lydford Gorge (full route) and Devil’s

Cauldron trails

1 April to 31 October 10.30-5†

* 1 October to 28 February: close 4.

** Both waterfall and Devil’s Cauldron

tearooms open in school holidays.

† 1 to 31 October: close 4

Currently there’s no need to book ahead,

however we have limited spaces, so if the car

park is busy please come back another time.

We may need to close if high winds are

forecast so please check online before

travelling.

These opening times are still provisional and

the booking system is likely to come back into

operation from Monday 15 March.

Please check our website for up to date

information on opening times. All events are

cancelled until further notice.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity

Number 205846

Bridestowe Volunteer group 

 

 We’re going out on Saturday 27th

February and we will be concentrating on

litter picking - there’s a lot of it about.

On Saturday 27th March we will join forces

with the Friends of St Bridgets to spruce up

that area.

Anyone wishing to join the sessions will be

made very welcome. We meet at the

cemetery gates at 9.30am and we maintain

social distancing throughout.

 HOUSEKEEPER available for
private residence. Reliable and
hard working.
References available. To enquire,
please contact Nicola 

Tel:  01837 861582
07710 127 239
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The 59 Lottery Club

It is time to revamp the 59 Club. The plan is to

move away from weekly prizes and offer a

single monthly prize. The changes will come

in to play from April 1st. 

For the uninitiated, here is a brief guide to the

59 Lottery Club.

• What is it ? 

 It’s a money raising scheme run by

Bridestowe Village Hall Management

Committee  that gives you a chance to have a

flutter and at the same time support your

village hall financially. It’s based around the

National Lottery’s bonus ball.

All profit goes to Hall funds and will help pay

for maintenance projects and new equipment.

•  What will you get? 

You are in with a chance of winning a £100

prize if your number comes up. 

 

• How will it work ? 

 Each member is allocated a number from 1 to

59. If your number corresponds to the bonus

ball drawn in the National Lottery Draw on the

final Saturday of the month, you win a £100

prize. (At present weekly prizes of £20  are

awarded.) If an unallocated number comes up

then  there will be a rollover, so £200 in prize

money. Should that in turn fall to an

unallocated number then the prize will be

awarded according to the bonus ball drawn

the previous week. 

 • What does it cost ?

 £1 a week. 

• When and how do I pay?

Membership fees are due on April 1st.You can

make one annual payment of £52  or two half

yearly payments of £26. Payment can be made

by cheque or BACS transfer or cash. 

I will be contacting existing members routinely

but if you fancy joining please contact me for

full details and application form .

Alison Young  01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet .com

Previous winners in the present scheme

 January

 30th 42 Phil Burley

February

 6th  6 Barbara Metcalfe

13th 48  unallocated

20th 10 Gerald Tickner

Bridestowe Parish Council will be

meeting via Zoom on

Wednesday 24th March 2021

All parishioners are welcome to log in. Please

contact Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), for access

password.

 Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

 The agenda and also minutes from the

previous council meeting are displayed in the

bus shelters and noticeboards in the parish,

or on the Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk

Don’t forget to put your clocks forward
on Sunday 28th March .

Isn’t it ‘Spring
forward, Fall
back?’
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News release 

16 February 2021

On Thursday 6 May

2021 residents in West

Devon will go to the

polls to have their say

on who represents

them in the Police and

Crime Commissioner

elections and Devon County Council elections

as well as casual elections in some

parish/towns.

While the elections are not until May, we’re

already making plans to help you stay safe

while casting your vote.  

There are a number of ways to have your say

in the elections in May - you can vote in a

polling station, by post, or by appointing

someone you trust to vote on your behalf,

which is known as a proxy vote. If you would

like to vote by post, now is the time to register

using the Electoral Commission website at

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/

voting-person-post-or-proxy/voting-post

Steve Mullineaux, Electoral Registration Officer

for West Devon, said:

“The elections are very important – they’re an

opportunity to make your voice heard and

have a say on who represents you on issues

that directly affect day-to-day life here in West

Devon.

“We’re thinking about these elections now so

that, however you choose to cast your vote in

May, you can do so safely. We’re putting

arrangements in place to help you stay safe at

the polling station; you can expect many of the

measures you’ve become used to in shops and

banks over recent months, such as hand

sanitiser, floor markings and face masks. But

you also have the option to apply to vote by

post or by proxy.”

Ailsa Irvine, Director of Electoral

Administration and Guidance at the Electoral

Commission said:

“The choice on how to vote at the elections is

yours – you can have your say in person, by

post or by proxy.

“If you’re thinking about voting by post, you

can apply now. This will make sure your

application is processed early, and your postal

vote can be sent to you more quickly. It’s easy

to apply and you can find out how by visiting

the Electoral Commission website.

“You need to be registered to vote in order to

have a say at the elections – the easiest way to

register is online at

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote”

Residents can visit the FAQ page on the

website at

www.westdevon.gov.uk/May-2021-Elections to

find out more about the elections on 6 May

2021. The page will be updated with new

information as it becomes available. Any

residents who have questions can also contact

their local elections team at

elections@southhams.gov.uk
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Bridestowe - Becoming a Wildlife Friendly

Village

The main aim of this initiative is to build a

closer connection between our community and

the local countryside and the wildlife that

inhabits it thus protecting and increasing our

local biodiversity.  

Improving the local area to benefit wildlife and

considering ways to make Bridestowe

environmentally friendly should deliver a

greener future. 

Devon County Council is drafting a Devon

Carbon Plan (DCP) with the aim of creating a

resilient net-zero carbon Devon – where people

and nature thrive .You can read an overall

summary of the interim draft online 

 https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/

Emissions can be removed from the atmosphere

through initiatives such as planting trees or

restoring peat bogs, as plants absorb carbon

dioxide from the air.

Through our efforts to make Bridestowe a

wildlife friendly village we would be

contributing to  the Plan’s objective.  

So what can be done in our patch?

The first step is to pool ideas on how to move

forward. If you’ re interested in getting involved,

please contact Lisa Butt (LButt@live.co.uk )

with your ideas.

Some strategies have already been suggested

• Hedgehog friendly highways.  Hedgehogs are

declining: the State of Britain’s Hedgehogs 2018

report revealed that the population of the

nation’s favourite mammal has fallen by half in

the British countryside since 2000. Let’s

connect all areas allowing hogs free roaming

• Green corridors - strips/margins left to grow

up allowing shelter/food for invertebrates,

pollinators, small birds, amphibian and small

mammals

 • Green spaces developed into mini meadows

to get Devon buzzing

 •  Planting more trees: perhaps plant a tree in

memory of a loved one - memorial woodland.

 •  Allowing hedges to grow taller and bushier, 

 •  Reducing bank erosion along the River Lew &

Cranford Brook,  • Community orchard

  • Village pond

  • Community meadow 

   • Create a hub to share experiences/ways of

creating wildlife friendly gardens, e.g. Facebook

page

If you want to read about a community that has

embarked on a similar mission, visit Risby’s

website. It is a Suffolk village with a population

of 866, so a little bigger than Bridestowe , who

in 2019  wanted to do something to help

restore the decline in their natural habitats.

https://www.wildlifefriendlyvillage.co.uk

Death of the Ash tree 

Ash trees have a big impact on soil quality

because their leaves are nutrient and base rich,

and decompose rapidly - Alder and lime leaves
have similar qualities. In terms of pollen and

nectar production, flowering time, fruit type and

tree height, elm is the closest match, followed

by birch and rowan. Many of the generalist
animal species that feed on ash can also be

found on oak and beech, along with sycamore,

birch and hazel. However, for specialist insects,

mosses and lichens, elm is the best substitute,
followed by sycamore, aspen, oak and hazel. No

one species alone can substitute ash. However,

elm, sycamore and aspen are good contenders.

Information taken from Devon County Council

website:

https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/ash-die

back. 

 
Brash and log piles

The value of brash and log piles lies in: 

• creating cover, 

• providing additional structure to existing

habitat, 

• enhancing prey availability.

On sites where vegetation structure is limited
brash and log piles may be invaluable features

for reptiles. In particular, the addition of brash

piles to grassland habitats seems to be

attractive to viviparous lizards and adders.
Brash/log piles can be created from the removal

of the Ash trees. Piles should be placed in a

sunny location and set within existing

vegetation (for example, areas of long grass or
next to hedges), so that there is cover

immediately surrounding, or adjacent to, the

pile. To be useful to reptiles brash does not

have to be tightly compacted, as recommended

for invertebrates. To provide diverse structure

within a brash pile, it is recommended that the

central core be compacted,
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while the outer layers are laid more loosely on

top. Vegetation growing through the outer

edges of the brash pile will provide additional

cover.

Parking charges to change in West

Devon car parks following public
consultation
Issued 24 February 2021

West Devon Borough Council has agreed to

amend charges in its pay and display car parks

following a public consultation.

The Borough Council is to increase the cost of

all day parking and long stay in its Bedford,

Brook Street and Riverside car parks in

Tavistock, Mill Road Car Park in Okehampton

and the car parks in Hatherleigh and Chagford

in an effort to give visitors better access to

short stay parking. Short stay prices in

Tavistock’s Guildhall Car Park are also set to

increase. 

A new four-hour charge of £2 for the Bedford

Car Park will also be introduced to provide

more flexibility within the tariff for shorter

term parking requirements, while Riverside

Car Park continues to provide a cheaper

option for users to park.

It follows on the back of a 2019 consultation,

which found that residents wanted more

short-stay parking to be available. In response

to this, the new proposals increasing long stay

charges aim to encourage vehicle turnover to

give visitors and shoppers better access to

parking. It is anticipated this will, in turn,

improve the vibrancy of towns.

Lead Member for Communities Cllr Terry

Pearce, who oversees the authority’s car parks

in West Devon towns, said: “The 2019

consultation revealed to us that our towns

have limited parking availability. We needed to

take action to deal with the extra number of

new residents and visitors wanting to use our

car parks. I strongly believe that the parking

increases are realistic and reasonable, while

still supporting the retail trading core of our

towns.”

The proposals went out to public consultation

in January and February, with notices placed in

all the car parks, on the Council’s website and

in the press. A total of 48 responses were

received; nine people supported the changes

feeling the price increase remained fair and

reasonable. The 39 people that objected felt it

was the wrong time to be increasing charges,

during the pandemic.

Having considered the consultation

responses, we acknowledge that of those

that did respond  the majority objected to

the proposals however, overall this only

represented a small number compared to

the number of users of our car parks.

In Tavistock’s Bedford and Brook Street Car

Parks, the all day rate will increase from £2.50

to £4, while the Riverside all-day rate will

increase from £2 to £2.50. The all-day tariff in

Okehampton’s Mill Road Car Park and

Chagford Car Park will go up from £2.50 to £3.

The new increased charges will come into

effect from 1 March 2021.
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SOURTON ROUNDUP    March 2021

Michael Houghton

We were saddened to hear that Michael was

seriously ill and had later died.  We are very

grateful to Michael and his family for all he has

done for Sourton Church over the years.  For

many years he worked hard as Sexton to the

Church and looked after the churchyard well.

He served on the Sourton Parochial Church

Council and represented us in the Deanery

Synod Committee.  He was an inspiration for

us for the Sourton Sparklers and we spent

many happy hours together teaching our

younger children.  Michael, Beth and their

family lived at Church Cottage for many years

before moving to Bridestowe.  Thank you very

much Michael for being our trusted friend and

helping us to spread the good news of the love

of Jesus to our community.  We will miss your

smiling face and loving friendship at Sourton.

Sourton Village Hall Lottery 

February 1st 112 Lydia Swensson

2nd 106 Patrick Ewen

3rd 10 Paul Alford

March 1st 53 David Dashper

2nd 107 Neil Ley

3rd 74 Tony Batten

Thank you very much indeed to the many

people who support our hall by being part of

the lottery.  It does raise vital funds for the

running and maintenance of the hall.  There

are still some numbers which are unallocated -

please contact Alison Horn on 01837 861223 if

you would like to join. We are hoping that soon

the Covid 19 restrictions will be relaxed, and

that the hall will be able to be used again.

Church Services in March

7th  9.30 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

                  at Sourton - Rev. Adrian Brook

14th   9.30 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

at Bridestowe - Rev. Adrian 

Brook

21st   9.30 am Morning Prayer at Bridestowe 

28th   9.30 am Morning Prayer at Sourton 

Rose Dashper

 

Would you
like to
book

Sourton
Parish Hall?
Sourton

Parish  Hall has good facilities and would be
suitable for a variety of functions and
meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,
disabled toilet, committee room and large
stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access
with ramped entrances. 
To book or for more information contact
Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or
email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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For sale

Robust folding Zedbed

guest bed for sale

Solidly built folding bed

with mattress. Quite old but hardly
used. With wooden headboard which

can be used as tabletop when folded. 

£25. 

James and Penny McInnes, 
01837 861364. 



Please consider signing the petition

www.ipetitions.com/petition/complete-the-missing-link-in-the-tarka-trail

Many people enjoy cycling  and walking stretches of the Tarka Trail but it

would be wonderful if cyclists could travel the whole route from Bridestowe

to Braunton virtually off road without having to do the scary bit of A386

between Hatherleigh and Meeth.

BaSE  Page  12

Courtesy of the Okehampton Times



BaSE  Page  13





An Unwelcome Guest by Howard 

Barkell
Did you enjoy Darcy’s visit, or did his constant,

over exuberant huffing and puffing eventually

get on your nerves? I must admit I was glad

when he went. I suppose the weather plays

such a part in our thinking because somehow

we relate to the days when severe winters and

very wet summers meant the difference

between life and death here, just as extreme

weather still does in some parts of the world.

We only need to turn on the television news to

see the disastrous results flood or famine can

have.

We never seem prepared for cold weather

accompanied by snow, probably because

nowadays it happens so infrequently. Our

children must have been of school age before

we had enough snow to make a snowman. In

those countries where heavy snow and frost is

an annual event life seems to go on as normal.

Perhaps I am over simplifying matters.

Even in the bad old days when colder winters

were the norm some years stand out in folk

memory which indicates that most were

tolerable, a few less so. I still have a fading

snapshot taken in 1927 showing a group of

men who had just dug through a 6 foot deep

drift below Blackabroom. They were wearing

ordinary working clothes and their only tools

were West Country shovels. Other photos from

February 1936, show the chaos caused by a

brief blizzard. The fact that these photos have

survived this long indicates that they must

have recorded an outstanding event at the

time. They show at least six trees blown right

across the road between Leawood Lodge and

New Standon and the Drive also blocked by

fallen trees and branches. The Squire

lamented to my father as he was on the way to

milk his cows in behind Standon, “My trees are

falling like ninepins, Ernest.” The area around

Millaton was equally hard hit with Lord

Carrington reporting ten trees down. Perhaps

Darcy wasn’t so bad after all!

When you are young the thoughts tend to be,

“Is there enough snow to stop the school

opening so that I can get out snowballing and

sledging instead?” rather than the harm it

might be causing. Such was the case in 1947.

An anticyclone over Scandinavia and the

resulting easterly gales brought hard frost

accompanied by a blizzard on 23rd January.

That cold spell lasted until mid-March. The

drifts were so high in places that local villages

were isolated, roads and railway all blocked.

Without the modern machinery now available

much of the effort made to clear access routes

was still down to manpower.

On 1st February another blizzard again

blocked road and rail. The express from

Waterloo to Plymouth struggled as far as

Bridestowe Station with almost 50 passengers

aboard, but had to stay there all night because

a goods train had become stuck between

Lydford and Bridestowe. The fireman on the

engine banked up the fire to try and provide

meagre warmth to the beleaguered

passengers through the heating system. There

were no facilities big enough to accommodate

them at the station. The next morning railway

workmen managed to dig out the beleaguered

engine and it was able to bring its trucks into

the station and back into the sidings at

Bridestowe. The passenger train was then able

to proceed on the up line to Lydford (the down

line was still blocked) and eventually arrived at

Plymouth. The goods engine was not so lucky.

It was uncoupled from its train and sent to

help an engine already snowed in on Sourton

Down, but got stuck itself. A gang of

railwaymen who normally worked at Meldon

Quarry eventually dug the engine stuck at

Sourton out. As several of them were local we

walked up to Prewley Moor to see the size of

the problem for ourselves. Photos taken at the

time show the snow probably ten feet high and

the workmen still wearing ordinary working

clothes and using shovels. Not much had

changed in twenty years.

The roads were also blocked by abandoned

vehicles as well as snow drifts and the weight

of ice on the electricity cables and telephone

wires snapped poles and caused power cuts

and telephone black outs. As single lane travel

became possible the AA urged extreme

caution, especially in the vicinity of Cranford

Hill, and advised drivers to fit snow chains to

their wheels (remember those?).

Many animals perished, especially sheep

trapped under snowdrifts on Dartmoor,

although some survived to be dug out days

later. Unprotected water pipes froze and the

shortage of coal forced the government to

ration the use of electricity, adding to the

discomfort of living in homes
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heated by open fires where bedroom windows

would be frozen on the inside by morning.

In 1947 I was happy to have schools closed, but

in 1963 I was more concerned about whether I

could get to school. By then I was teaching in

Plymouth and lodging there during the week,

normally catching the 7.15 train on a Monday

morning. A blizzard raged overnight into 30th

December bringing with it the same chaos as

in 1947 and again severe frosts and more

snow continued until early in March. Early

efforts by 100 railwaymen and soldiers failed

to clear drifts estimated to be 15 feet deep in

places and snow was hedge high between

Moorside and Vale Down. A couple trapped in

a car on Blackdown were fortunate to be

rescued by Cecil and Eric Allen and taken back

to Watervale for a hot meal.

Despite the odds I decided to try and drive to

Plymouth. I had a Morris Mini which had front

wheel drive and a weighty cast iron engine so

plenty of traction but not much clearance. I

was able to drive to Launceston and the

further I went the less snow I encountered, so I

went cross country to Tavistock and then to

Plymouth. Although everything was frozen up,

including the toilets across the playground, the

school stayed open. I made the daily trip until

the railway was

functioning again.

On 11th January more

heavy snow resulted in

another train getting

marooned on Prewley

Moor and efforts to free it

were thwarted by more

snow blowing off the

moor. Two snow ploughs

sent to assist suffered the

same fate. It was

estimated that 300

truckloads of snow would

have to be moved from

Darkey Cutting between

Sourton Down and

Meldon before the line

could be re-opened. When

the marooned engine was

finally reached it had a

foot of snow on the

footplate, was coated with

18 inch long icicles and

was frozen fast to the

rails. A faithful N class engine was used as a

battering ram and after 7 collisions the engine

was finally freed and was towed back to

Okehampton. I don’t suppose it did their

frames any good, but they were probably

already earmarked for the scrapyard. Only one

N class survived into preservation. 

No. 31874 would have worked at Okehampton

during its long career. It is currently

undergoing restoration at Swanage. At the

same time a team of Royal Engineers was

using a bulldozer to clear drifts along the road

from Sourton Down towards Tavistock.

The frost was so hard that and the ice so thick

that you could stand in the middle of the river

at Bridestowe and drifts that were not cleared

took ages to melt. In May I walked with my

parents from Nodden Gate to Lake Viaduct via

Points. Along the north-facing slope of Deep

Valley was a sheet of snow 5 feet deep and in

the shade under the viaduct the drifts were

even deeper. Our cold weather attire was old

macs and wellingtons!

We have had hard winters and heavy

snowfalls since, the last in 1978. Shall we ever
see another, or has global warming changed

all that? I wonder?
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Bridestowe Churches Partnership

Bridestowe Methodist church

We will continue to meet for our Sunday

morning worship at 11am via zoom until

Easter. Anyone who would like to join us

please email deanmjames0@gmail.com. 

We are currently in the time of Lent in the

Christian calendar. Traditionally people may

give something up, or take something on

during this time to help them reflect on the

time that Jesus spent in the wilderness before

he started his three year ministry telling

people of God’s love.

The period of Lent ends for us at the

celebration of Easter. 

Over a period of three years Jesus’ teaching

had an impact that has affected the history of

the world.

His message of love and hope is for everyone

and if you haven’t considered what it means

for you recently, this time before Easter might

be an opportunity.

Spring is in the air, new life is everywhere,

lambs in fields, flowers blooming, trees

starting to bud.

The apostle Paul writes to the church in

Corinth, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is

a new creation: old things have passed away;

behold, all things have become new.

What does that mean for you?

Maybe a question to ponder through Lent!

 St Bridget’s

Church Services in March

   7th    Holy Communion    Sourton       9.30am

 14th    Holy Communion   Bridestowe  9.30am

Mothering Sunday

 21st     Morning Prayer      Bridestowe  9.30am

28th     Morning Prayer      Sourton        9.30am

Palm Sunday

Prayers said for our parishes and our nation.

Leawood Camp

The chair of Bridestowe Village Hall Management

Committee received the following request:

 “I am the chair of the Throwleigh Village Hall

management committee. You may be unaware that

Throwleigh Village Hall (see photo attached) was

formerly the cinema hut of Leawood army camp,

purchased by the village in 1949 as part of the Labour

Government’s scheme to help foster community spirit

in communities lacking such a hall. You probably do

know that at Bridestowe the hall was used by the 2nd

battalion of the US 116th Infantry while training for D

Day. The battalion led the first wave of the assault on Omaha Beach on D Day in which a third of

them became casualties.

 We are hoping to set up a small exhibition commemorating the sacrifices of the 116th and wondered

if you know of any surviving photographs of the Leawood camp or of the Americans at Bridestowe

and, if so, would it be possible to scan a copy and send them to me? We would of course refund any

expense involved.”   Michael Duffy                M.Duffy@exeter.ac.uk

Is there anyone who can help Michael with his request?
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Advertising feature

Gilbert Stephens Solicitors is a well-established Devon based law firm providing both legal

and financial advice across our six branches in Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, Ottery St Mary,

Exeter, Crediton and Okehampton. We have strong local roots in Mid, West and East Devon, and

have been committed to serving our communities for over 100 years. 

Our service provides carefully considered and robust legal and financial solutions for both private

and business clients. We enable you to protect your personal interests, achieve your objectives

and deliver future security for yourselves, your families and your business.

Residential & Commercial Property 

We provide a comprehensive range of legal services relating to property, offering expertise on

buying, selling, letting, renting, commercial leases, agricultural land, mortgages, protection of

property rights, matrimonial property transfers and land registration. 

Family Law & Children 

We are experienced family

lawyers and can assist with all

legal matters concerning

divorce or separation. We offer

guidance on children issues,

maintenance, financial and

property settlements and

disputes, cohabitation and

prenuptial agreements,

domestic violence, injunctions

and civil partnership. We also

offer a Family Mediation

service for relationship

breakdowns, including

difficulties involving children

and finance. 

Wills, Trusts & Probate 

Our specialist Wills, Trusts and

Probate team can advise on a

range of matters, including Will

preparation, Declarations of

Trust, tax planning, estate

administration and lifetime

trusts. 

Personal Affairs 

Our team of experts can advise

on Lasting Powers of Attorney

both for financial matters

(Property and Affairs) and for

care issues (Health and

Welfare), and on Living Wills

(Advance Directives), long term

care issues and Court of

Protection applications. 
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SOURTON PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE OF VACANCY

There is one vacancy on Sourton Parish Council.

A by-election to fill the vacancy will be held if, within 14 days of the date of this Notice

(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Bank

Holidays),ten electors from the Parish give notice in writing to the Returning Officer requiring

that such an election be held.

Where ten valid requests for a by-election are received by the Proper Officer then under the

provisions of the Coronavirus Act 2020 and The Local Government and Police and Crime

Commissioner (Coronavirus)(Postponement of Elections and Referendums) (England and Wales)

Regulations 2020 the by-election will not currently take place, and the vacancy will be held open

until the by-election takes place. The 2020 regulations provide for the by-election to take place

on the date for the Ordinary Election of Councillors due to be held on Thursday 6 May 2021.

However, this date may be brought forward or deferred by the Government depending upon the

circumstances. Any Election that is in due course called will be duly publicised as required by law.

The address of the Returning Officer is West Devon Borough Council, Kilworthy Park, Drake Road,

Tavistock, Devon PL19 0BZ. A request for an election can also be scanned and emailed to

elections@westdevon.gov.uk, but the document must contain “wet ink” signatures.

If no such notice is given, the Parish Council will fill the vacancy through co-option.

For further information please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council.

Dated: 26 Feb 2021

A March seasonal recipe courtesy of ‘Delicious‘ 

Roasted vegetable Yorkshire pudding

traybake

Our giant Yorkshire pudding tray bake makes

an impressive vegetarian main. It’s bursting

with roasted vegetables, including celeriac,

shallots, kale and wild mushrooms, and is

crying out to be drowned in onion gravy.

Ingredients

    1 celeriac, trimmed and cut into 1cm wedges

    6 medium shallots, peeled and halved

lengthways

    250g portobellini mushrooms, halved or

quartered if large

    A few fresh thyme sprigs

    4 tbsp olive oil

    Large handful kale, thickly sliced

    2 fresh rosemary sprigs

    Small handful fresh sage leaves

    Pinch sea salt flakes

    Quality veggie gravy to serve

For the batter

    225g plain flour

    Pinch baking powder

    4 large free-range eggs

    300ml whole milk

    3 tbsp creamed horseradish

    2 fresh thyme sprigs, leaves picked

You’ll also need…

   1.5 litre baking dish or shallow casserole

Method

1.    Heat the oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas 6.

Put the celeriac, shallots, mushrooms and

most of the thyme sprigs in a large roasting tin,

drizzle with 2 tbsp of the oil and sprinkle with

salt and pepper. Roast for 25 minutes, turning

the vegetables halfway through, until tender

and starting to caramelise.

2.    Drizzle the remaining 2 tbsp oil into the 1.5

litre baking dish, then warm in the oven for 5

minutes.

3.    Meanwhile, for the batter, sift the flour and

baking powder into a large mixing bowl, then

make a well in the centre. Crack in the eggs,

then pour in the milk. Using a balloon whisk,

beat to make a smooth batter (you should see

bubbles start to appear on the surface). Whisk

in the horseradish, thyme leaves and some salt

and pepper.

4.    Sprinkle the kale into the warm oil in the

baking dish/casserole, then pour in the batter

and arrange the roasted veg on top. Bake for

25-30 minutes until puffed up, golden and

cooked through.

 5.   Roughly chop the remaining thyme sprigs,

along with the leaves from the rosemary sprigs

and the sage leaves. Mix with the salt. Sprinkle

over the pud to serve, along with a jug of

piping hot gravy, some mustard and

horseradish sauce.

www.deliciousmagazine.co.uk
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THE WHITE HART INN, 
BRIDESTOWE

                  Tel: 01837 861318

We are able to reopen outdoors from 12th April and

indoors from 17th May. In next month’s BaSE we

will be revealing our own road map to recovery! 

Until then we will continue with our takeaway

service and the new menu going up on display will not

change for the next month. You can view the menu on our Facebook page, on the

pub sign and in the windows of Riverside Stores.  The takeaway service. 

is available on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 5.30- 8.30pm. Please ring the pub

to book your time and slot.

Your continued support is very much appreciated.

Mike and Sarah and the team

Kevin Ball, your Devon County Councillor
Contact details.    Address: 74 North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1BD
Mobile: 07870 377879
Email: kevin.ball@devon.gov.uk. 

Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 
Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT
Tel: 01837 861212
Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk
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   Need a lift to your vaccination appointment? If you need transport please get in touch
using the numbers above.  You can take someone if you both wear masks, your passenger
sits in the back and you keep the car windows open.

For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne

books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser

Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473

elsiesbookcorner@gmail.comFind me on 

Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover
• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux
  Associates
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SBG Plumbing & Heating Services -
Lydford

Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811490356                              

sigilbert@btinternet.com

Private Tutoring 
Oxford English Literature and

English Graduate

DBS checked

Available for one-to-one or family

group tutoring in humanities

subjects and mathematics up to

GCSE level.

 Online or in person. 

£18 /hour. 

Please email Bella at

bwestlake1732@gmail.com for

more information or with any

queries. 

Okehampton Recycling
Centre
Exeter Road Industrial
Estate
Okehampton
EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010
Winter opening times
 (October - March)
 Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm

 



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images
from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local
Artist, Fay Johns.
These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can
easily be made into a framed work of art.
Available from Riverside Stores
Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.
Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Carpentry
Complete carpentry service Roofs, dormers and Veluxes

Kitchens supplied and fitted     1st and 2nd FIX

Free quotations

Tel: 07540 956379           www.magnacarpentry.com

MOOR CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning Holiday Lets Ironing

Home Support Liability Insured

Tel. - Paula 07885 742 908

Email - moorcleaningservices@gmail.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.
Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418
Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 
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Heaecology
Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

EDZ

Painting and decorating

service.

 Interior and exterior work .

Reasonable rates

Free quotes

Chimney sweeping

service sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window

cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have

for valeting - collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com



River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 
Over 16 years veterinary experience
Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 
needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park will open on April 12th. Meanwhile we are taking bookings  for

the touring side and holiday vans. Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed,

static caravans are available for hire, either for the week or for short breaks.

Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 6pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces will be

wiped down between customers. Tokens
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Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured
All tree work undertaken 

Hedge laying & pruning 
 Fencing 

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com

Traditional standing seam metal roofing
Specialising in zinc, copper, aluminium
and stainless steel

Free quotes
 Mike     07732 756 774
James  07713 193 493

zincnationroofing@gmail.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402
www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter



Robert & Nicholas McNamara
01566 783471

Specialists in round the clock
care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services
Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial
Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 
Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!
07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.
Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Need a cleaner? Can also offer some personal care

Ring Liz Morton on 07968 444 692

Ask Debbie Pritchard on 07837 859 706 if you want a reference.

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton

Very Competitive Rates

Telephone: 01837 861 509

Mobile: 07748344978

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

• Rotary/ manual sweeping                 

 • Certificates for insurance issued      

       • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal                             

           • Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for

gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair
Special rates for BaSE catchment area

Call: 01837 861873         07747419950

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming
Digging and planting Leaf clearing
Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating
Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 
mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH
BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an
extensive and ever increasing range of
handmade designs........newborns,
expressions of love, family, animals and
many more.
Contact us now for a copy of our current
catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens
Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Abigail’s Babysitting ServiceFun, caring and kind girl who has experience.  I have

completed a babysitting course and first aid run by ‘Teen Angel Babysitting’. I

charge £5 per hour. Tel: 01837 861247 BaSE  Page  30

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

All quiet here at the moment but we do have a wide range

of shrubs including azaleas and rhododendrons plan to

have lots of new plants for early Spring. There will be

bulbs, bowls of bellis and other blooms!

 John and Angie

01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 
I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat



JAMES TENNANT LTD
LAND ROVER SPECIALIST

Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,
Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478

Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all
makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 

Courtesy car available if required, while
we MOT your vehicle.
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling, Reductions, Hedge

trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also quality firewood supplied

Fully insured Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian
Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 
or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a
range of high quality arboricultural services

Services include: Tree removals, tree pruning,
reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood

removal, hedge trimming, stump grinding and tree planting

Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                  Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ products from

Penny McInnes

Zoom and Skype are fine but there is nothing like

receiving a greetings card to raise the spirits.

Thumbprint Art greetings cards and postcards

with local views are available from Bridestowe

Stores. Available from me are cards with pictures

of other locations, and A4 and 7” x 9” prints in

clear sleeves, which are cheap and easy to frame.

Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 861364 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  


