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Non-Technical Summary  

What is Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)? 

A strategic environmental assessment (SEA) has been undertaken to inform the Bridestowe and 

Sourton Neighbourhood Plan.  This process is required by the SEA Regulations. 

Neighbourhood Plan groups use SEA to assess Neighbourhood Plans against a set of sustainability 

objectives developed in consultation with interested parties. The purpose of the assessment is to 

avoid adverse environmental and socio-economic effects through the Neighbourhood Plan and 

identify opportunities to improve the environmental quality of the area covered by the Neighbourhood 

Plan and the quality of life of residents. 

What is the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan?  

The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan is currently being prepared as a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan under the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012.  The Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in the context of the Plymouth and 

South West Devon Joint Local Plan and the Dartmoor National Park Local Plan. 

The Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to West Devon Borough Council and Dartmoor National Park 

Authority in late 2019.    

Purpose of this Environmental Report  

This Environmental Report, which accompanies the submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan, is 

the latest document to be produced as part of the SEA process. The first document was the SEA 

Scoping Report (October 2019), which includes information about the Neighbourhood Plan areaôs 

environment and community.   

The purpose of this Environmental Report is to: 

 Identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan and alternatives; and 

 Provide an opportunity for consultees to offer views on any aspect of the SEA process which 

has been carried out to date. 

The Environmental Report contains: 

 An outline of the contents and main objectives of the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan and its relationship with other relevant policies, plans and programmes; 

 Relevant aspects of the current and future state of the environment and key sustainability 

issues; 

 The SEA Framework of objectives against which the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan has been assessed; 

 The appraisal of alternative approaches for the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood 

Plan; 

 The likely significant environmental effects of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood 

Plan; 

 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant 

adverse effects as a result of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan; and 

 The next steps for the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying 

SEA process. 
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Assessment of alternative approaches for the Bridestowe and 
Sourton Neighbourhood Plan  

Housing numbers to deliver through the Neighbourhood Plan  

The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared in the context of the Plymouth 

and South West Devon Joint Local Plan which was adopted in May 2019. 

Although the Joint Local Plan does not specifically allocate sites for developments, it provides some 

guidance for the level of housing that might be appropriate for each village in West Devon. In the case 

of Bridestowe, it has been identified as a village which is able to accommodate around 30 dwellings.   

The Neighbourhood Plan area is partly within Dartmoor National Park. The current Dartmoor Local 

Plan is being reviewed, with a variety of evidence documents being produced which will inform the 

updated plan. A final draft version of the Dartmoor Local Plan was published in 2019.1 This identifies 

Sourton as a small village where limited development to meet identified needs of the settlement and 

its parish will be acceptable in principle.  

Community consultation undertaken on the Neighbourhood Plan to date has highlighted that there is a 

strong desire to deliver sustainable development which will support the vitality of the Neighbourhood 

Plan area.  This includes through facilitating the delivery of affordable housing of a type and tenure for 

local needs and providing a degree of certainty as to the type and location of development which 

comes forward in the parishes during the plan period. There is also a recognition that this 

development should take place in the vicinity of Bridestowe village rather than elsewhere in the two 

parishes, given the broader range of facilities available in the village. 

In light of this, the current version of the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to take forward in the region of 60 

dwellings during the plan period in the vicinity of Bridestowe village.  This is with a view to supporting 

the community vitality of Bridestowe village and promoting growth which meets local housing needs. 

This figure is deemed to be appropriate to achieve these aims, whilst ensuring that the sensitive 

environment of the parishes can be protected and enhanced. 

Assessment of potential sites for housing allocations  

To further support the development of a spatial strategy to deliver this growth through the 

Neighbourhood Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has considered alternative locations 

for delivering housing in Bridestowe. 

Following a Neighbourhood Plan Call for Sites process undertaken in 2015, five sites were identified 

as being potentially available in the village for residential development.  

To support the choice of sites to allocate through the Neighbourhood Plan, a site assessment was 

undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on these five sites.  However, following the 

Neighbourhood Plan site assessment, two of the five sites gained planning permission for 

development, leaving three sites available.  These sites are as follows: 

 Land to west of Pool Hill, Bridestowe;  

 Land adjacent to the Cemetery, Bridestowe; and 

 Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe.  

To support the consideration of the suitability of these remaining sites for potential allocation in the 

Neighbourhood Plan, the SEA process has undertaken an appraisal of the key environmental 

constraints present at each of the sites and potential effects that may arise as a result of development 

at these locations.  This SEA site assessment was undertaken separately to a site assessment 

undertaken by the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.   

The locations of the three sites appraised through the SEA process are presented in Figure 4.1 in the 

main body of the SA Report.  Tables 4.1 to 4.3 subsequently present the findings of the appraisal. 

                                                                                                           
1 Dartmoor National Park Authority (2019): óDartmoor Local Plan 2018-2036ô, [online] available at: 
<https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf> [accessed 
26/09/19] 

https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf
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A summary of the site appraisal findings is presented below. 

Table NTS1: Summary of SEA site appraisal findings 

Site Biodiversity 
Climate 
Change Landscape 

Historic 
Environment 

Population 
and 

Community 

 

Health and 

Wellbeing Transport 

Site A        

Site B         

Site C        

 

Key 

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation 
measures)  

 Likely positive effect  

Neutral/no effect  Uncertain effects  

 

Preferred site allocation for the Neighbourhood Plan 

The findings of the site assessments undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan were presented at 

Neighbourhood Plan consultation events which took place in 2018 and 2019. 

These consultation events highlighted that the preferred site for allocating through the Neighbourhood 

Plan was the Land adjacent to the Cemetery site. In addition, community consultation on the 

Neighbourhood Plan highlighted a significant requirement for a new residential facility for the elderly in 

the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

In response to this, the latest version of the Neighbourhood Plan allocates the following for housing: 

¶ Land Adjacent to the Cemetery: to provide some 44 new homes of an appropriate range, mix 

and type to meet local needs; and 

¶ Land at Springfield Residential Home: to provide some 20 sheltered houses for older people.  

These buildings will form an extension to the existing Springfield Residential Home. 

Assessment of the submission version of the Bridestowe and 
Sourton Neighbourhood Plan  

The assessment has concluded that the current version of the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to significant long-term positive effects in relation to the 

óPopulation and Communityô and óHealth and Wellbeingô SEA themes.  These benefits largely relate to 

the Neighbourhood Planôs focus on providing new housing to meet local needs in accessible 

locations, the protection and provision of new community infrastructure in Bridestowe, the protection 

and enhancement of open space and sports and recreational facilities in the area, and the protection 

and enhancement of the quality of the public realm and neighbourhood distinctiveness. 

In relation to the óClimate Changeô theme, some flood risk issues exist on the allocated site at the 

Land Adjacent to the Cemetery. However, this covers a limited part of the site, and potential issues 

are recognised by the allocation policy.  In addition, the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan have a 

focus on addressing fluvial and surface water flood risk issues which provide an additional level of 

protection in relation to flood risk over and above the provisions of national and local policy. As such, 

potential negative effects resulting from the Neighbourhood Plan in relation to flood risk are likely to 

be appropriately avoided and mitigated.      

Potential impacts on landscape character from the Land Adjacent to the Cemetery allocation are also 

recognised by the provisions of the Neighbourhood Plan policy relating to the site. This will be further 
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supported by the other policies of the Neighbourhood Plan, which have a strong focus on protecting 

landscape character and local distinctiveness. 

The allocations taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan are not in locations sensitive for the 

historic environment or biodiversity. However, the Neighbourhood Plan policies have a focus on 

conserving and enhancing the fabric and setting of the historic environment and on protecting and 

enhancing habitats and ecological networks in the two parishes.  

The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will also initiate a number of beneficial approaches 

regarding the óTransportationô SEA theme. These are not though considered to be significant in the 

context of the SEA process given the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and the scale of proposals.   

Next steps 

This Environmental Report accompanies the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan for 

submission to the Local Planning Authorities, West Devon Borough Council and Dartmoor National 

Park Authority, for subsequent Independent Examination. 

At Independent Examination, the Neighbourhood Plan will be considered in terms of whether it meets 

the Basic Conditions for Neighbourhood Plans and is in general conformity with the Plymouth and 

South West Devon Joint Local Plan and the Dartmoor Local Plan. 

If Independent Examination is favourable, the Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to a referendum, 

organised by West Devon Borough Council.  If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the 

Neighbourhood Plan, then it will be ómadeô.  Once made, the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood 

Plan will become part of the development plan for the parishes of Bridestowe and Sourton. 
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1. Introduction 

Background  

1.1 AECOM has been commissioned to undertake an independent Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) in support of Bridestowe and Sourtonôs emerging Neighbourhood Plan.   

1.2 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan is currently being prepared as a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  The Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in the 

context of the Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan.   

1.3 It is currently anticipated that the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will be 

submitted to West Devon Borough Council and Dartmoor National Park Authority later in 2019 

and undergo a referendum in 2020.  

1.4 Key information relating to the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan is presented in 

Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1: Key facts relating to the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan 

Name of Responsible Authority Bridestowe Parish Council and Sourton Parish Council  

Title of Plan Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan  

Subject Neighbourhood planning 

Purpose The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan is being 

prepared as a Neighbourhood Development Plan under the 

Localism Act 2011 and Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012.  The plan will be in general conformity 

with the Plymouth and South West Joint Local Plan and the 

Dartmoor Local Plan. 

The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will be 

used to guide and shape development within the 

Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Timescale To 2034 

Area covered by the plan The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan area 

covers the parishes of Bridestowe and Sourton in West 

Devon (Figure 1.1). 

Summary of content The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will set 

out a vision, strategy and range of policies for the 

Neighbourhood Plan area.   

Plan contact point Alison Young, Bridestowe and Sourton Joint 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

Email:  ali.young53@btinternet.com 
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SEA explained  

1.5 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a mechanism for considering and communicating 

the impacts of an emerging plan, and potential alternatives in terms of key sustainability issues.  

The aim of SEA is to inform and influence the plan-making process with a view to avoiding and 

mitigating negative impacts.  Through this approach, the SEA for the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan seeks to maximise the developing planôs contribution to sustainable 

development. 

1.6 SEA is undertaken to address the procedures prescribed by the Environmental Assessment of 

Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations) which transpose into national 

law the EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive2.  It also widens the scope of 

the assessment from focussing on environmental issues to further consider social and 

economic issues.   

1.7 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan has been screened in by West Devon 

Borough Council as requiring an SEA.  To meet this requirement, the Neighbourhood Plan is 

undergoing an SEA process which incorporates the requirements of the SEA Directive.   

1.8 The SEA will be undertaken to meet specific requirements prescribed by the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations).   

1.9 Two key procedural requirements of the SEA Regulations are that: 

1. When deciding on óthe scope and level of detail of the informationô which must be included 
in the Environmental Report there is a consultation with nationally designated authorities 
concerned with environmental issues; and  

2. A report (the óEnvironmental Reportô) is published for alongside the Draft Plan (i.e. the 
proposed submission version of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan) that 
presents outcomes from the environmental assessment (i.e. discusses ólikely significant 
effectsô that would result from plan implementation) and reasonable alternatives.  

  

                                                                                                           
2 Directive 2001/42/EC 
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Structure of this SEA Environmental Report  

1.10 This document is the SEA Environmental Report for the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan and hence needs to answer all four of the questions listed below with a 

view to providing the information required by the SEA Regulations.  Each of the four questions 

is answered in turn within this report, as follows: 

Table 1.2: Questions that must be answered by the SEA Environmental Report in order to meet 

the regulatory3 requirements  

Environmental Report question 
In line with the SEA Regulations, the report must 
includeé4 

Whatôs the 
scope of the 
SEA? 

What is the plan 
seeking to 
achieve? 

¶ An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan 
and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes. 

What is the 
sustainability 
ócontextô? 

¶ The relevant environmental protection objectives, 
established at international or national level. 

¶ Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance. 

What is the 
sustainability 
óbaselineô? 

¶ The relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan. 

¶ The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected. 

¶ Any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance. 

What are the key 
issues & 
objectives? 

¶ Key problems/issues and objectives that should be a 
focus of (i.e. provide a óframeworkô for) assessment. 

What has plan-making/SEA 
involved up to this point? 

¶ Outline reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt 
with (and thus an explanation of the óreasonablenessô 
of the approach). 

¶ The likely significant effects associated with 
alternatives. 

¶ Outline reasons for selecting the preferred approach 
in-light of alternatives appraisal/a description of how 
environmental objectives and considerations are 
reflected in the current version of the plan. 

What are the assessment findings 
at this stage? 

¶ The likely significant effects associated with the 
submission version of the plan.  

¶ The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as 
fully as possible offset any significant adverse effects 
of implementing the submission version of the plan. 

What happens next? ¶ The next steps for plan making / SEA process.  

 

  

                                                                                                           
3 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
4 NB this column does not quote directly from Schedule II of the Regulations.  Rather, it reflects a degree of interpretation. 
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2. Local Plan context and vision for the 
Bridestowe and Sourton 
Neighbourhood Plan  

Local Plan context for the Neighbourhood Plan  

2.1 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in the context of the 

Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan which was adopted on 17th May 2019 and 

covers the time period up until the year 2034.  The Joint Local Plan sets out the overarching 

strategy for the area, setting out where development will take place, what areas should be 

protected and how the area will change.  It brings together previous work that has already been 

carried out by the three councils on South Hams óOur Planô, West Devonôs óOur Planô and the 

Plymouth Plan5.  

2.2 The Joint Local Plan outlines a spatial strategy for Plymouth and South West Devon through 

setting out provisions for the Plymouth Policy Area and the Thriving Towns and Villages Policy 

Area.  The Neighbourhood Plan area is located within the óThriving Towns and Villagesô Policy 

Area.  In this context Bridestowe and Sourton is considered by the Joint Local Plan as a 

óSustainable Villageô. 

2.3 Policy TTV25 óDevelopment in the Sustainable Villagesô within the JLP outlines provisions for 

550 homes to be sought from the sustainable villages.  Although the JLP does not specifically 

allocate sites for development, it provides some guidance for the level of housing that might be 

appropriate for each village. In the case of Bridestowe, it has been identified as a village which 

is able to accommodate around 30 dwellings.   

2.4 The JLP does not consider the housing need for Sourton since the settlement is not viewed as 

a óSustainable Villageô.  Sourton is also located partially within the boundary of Dartmoor 

National Park. The current Dartmoor Local Plan is being reviewed, with a variety of evidence 

documents being produced which will inform the updated plan. A final draft version of the 

Dartmoor Local Plan was published in 2019.6 This identifies Sourton as a small village where 

limited development to meet identified needs of the settlement and its parish will be acceptable 

in principle. In these settlements, the priorities are:  

¶ To give opportunities to meet identified local housing needs; 

¶ To maintain and improve existing employment sites where appropriate opportunities exist; 
and; 

¶ To sustain a range of services and facilities which serve the settlement. 

2.5 Neighbourhood plans will form part of the development plan for Local Plans but not as a 

replacement.  The Joint Local Plan and Dartmoor Local Plan seek to give communities a solid 

framework within which appropriate community-led planning policy documents, including 

neighbourhood plans, can be brought forward.  Neighbourhood plans are required to be in 

general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and can develop policies and 

proposals to address local place-based issues.  In this way it is intended for the Local Plans to 

provide a clear overall strategic direction for development in West Devon Borough and 

Dartmoor National Park, whilst enabling finer detail to be determined through the 

neighbourhood planning process where appropriate. 

  

                                                                                                           
5 West Devon Borough Council, South Hams District Council and Plymouth City Council (2019): óPlymouth & South West 
Devon Joint Local Plan 2014-2034ô, [online] available to access via: < 
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/JLPAdoptedVersion.pdf > [accessed 24/10/19]  
6 Dartmoor National Park Authority (2019): óDartmoor Local Plan 2018-2036ô, [online] available at: 
<https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf> [accessed 
24/10/19] 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/JLPAdoptedVersion.pdf
https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf
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Vision and aims for the Neighbourhood Plan  

2.6 The vision statement for the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan, which was 

developed during the earlier stages of plan development, is as follows:  

 

Our vision for Bridestowe and Sourton. 

In consultation with the community, the established vision for Bridestowe and Sourton is to secure 

a strong future for both parishes by supporting sustainable development that meets the needs of 

current and future residents without detriment to the unique and highly prized landscape and 

environment and without jeopardizing the strong community feeling that exists and the feeling of 

safety and security that residents value. 

Vision statement for the Bridestowe and Sourton 
Neighbourhood Plan   

 

2.7 The aims of the Neighbourhood Plan are as follows: 

1. Housing development. To support and facilitate provision of suitable housing to meet 

the current and future housing needs of residents of the Parishes. 

2. Scale and location. To keep housing development to a small scale to retain the 

essential character of the villages and within or adjacent to the core settlement to 

prevent sprawl. 

3. Good Design. To ensure that any new developments are designed to integrate with 

adjacent buildings; this is achieved by appropriate design, materials and layout. 

4. Conserving and Enhancing. To conserve and enhance the landscape, biodiversity, 

natural habitats and cultural heritage of the Parishes through: Å sensitive design which 

protects and enriches the landscape and built setting in new developments and Å 

identification of key landscapes, views and heritage assets to be protected. 

5. Promotion of Small Businesses. To promote the local economy through support for 

traditional types of rural employment (such as farming, forestry, and related practical 

skills) and other forms of small-scale independent businesses (including hospitality and 

sustainable tourism) appropriate to the location. 

6. Renewable Energy. To encourage small-scale renewable energy production in new 

developments on or within the home and in the existing built environment where location 

and design are sensitive both to the local environment and to residential amenity. 

7. Wellbeing. To conserve and enhance educational, social, cultural and recreational 

facilities in the Parishes, including communal open spaces, footpaths and cycle paths. 
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3. What is the scope of the SEA?  

SEA Scoping Report  

3.1 The SEA Regulations require that: ñWhen deciding on the scope and level of detail of the 

information that must be included in the report, the responsible authority shall consult the 

consultation bodiesò.  In England, the consultation bodies are Natural England, the 

Environment Agency and Historic England.7  These authorities were consulted on the scope of 

the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan SEA in October 2019.  

3.2 The purpose of scoping was to outline the óscopeô of the SEA through setting out: 

¶ A context review of the key environmental and sustainability objectives of national, regional 

and local plans and strategies relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan; 

¶ Baseline data against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed; 

¶ The key sustainability issues for the Neighbourhood Plan; and 

¶ An óSEA Frameworkô of objectives against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed. 

3.3 Responses received on the Scoping Report, and how they were addressed, have been 

summarised below. 

Table 3.1: Consultation responses received on the SEA Scoping Report  

Consultation response How the response was 

considered and addressed 

Natural England 

Victoria Kirkham, Consultations Team (email response received on 13th November 2019) 

Natural England has no specific comments to make on this 

neighbourhood plan SEA scoping. 

Comment noted.  

Historic England 

David Stuart, Historic Places Adviser (email response received on 19th November 2019)  

We would take this opportunity to reiterate the helpfulness of 

providing a summary in the introduction of the Report to set out 

the basis upon which the Screening exercise determined that 

an SEA is necessary.  This would have been particularly useful 

in this instance as the Plan appears to have evolved to include 

sites for development which werenôt previously included in the 

Regulation 14 version of the Plan nor that upon which an 

earlier SEA Screening exercise (which concluded SEA was not 

required) was based. 

 

Comment noted. Scoping 

Reports prepared in the 

future will include an 

overview of the screening 

opinion.  

                                                                                                           
7 In-line with Article 6(3).of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected because óby reason of their specific 
environmental responsibilities,[they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and 
programmeô.ô 
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Consultation response How the response was 

considered and addressed 

Otherwise, we are pleased to note the reference to our various 

guidance.  The only observation on this point is to highlight the 

desirability of also referencing our guidance on Site Allocations, 

and that new guidance on Statements of Significance has just 

been issued which it might also be useful to reference: 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-

books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-in-

local-plans/ 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-

books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-

note-12/  

Comment noted. The 

recommended guidance has 

provided an essential 

reference point during the 

SEA process. The context 

review section for the historic 

environment baseline 

information (presented in 

Appendix A) has been 

updated to reference the 

guidance.  

Environment Agency 

Fiona Anderson, Customers & Engagement Officer (email response received on 21st October 
2019)  

In general we consider that it is unlikely that neighbourhood 

plans will result in any significant environmental effects unless 

the plan allocates or encourages development over that set out 

in the Local Plan.  Otherwise we consider that any potential for 

environmental effects from growth in the parish should already 

have been addressed through the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 

which supported the adopted Local Plan. 

 

Please note, this is a standard response.  If you consider the 

plan will result in significant environmental effects please 

reconsult us. 

Comments noted.  

 

3.4 Baseline information (including the context review and baseline data) is presented in Appendix 

A.  The key sustainability issues and SEA Framework are presented below.   

Key Sustainability Issues  

Air Quality  

¶ No air quality issues have been identified in the Neighbourhood Plan area, and future issues 
are not anticipated.  

¶ Due to the absence of any significant air quality issues within the Neighbourhood Plan area, 
the air quality theme has been scoped out for the purposes of the SEA process.  

Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

¶ The Dartmoor SAC is located within the eastern part of the Neighbourhood Plan area.  

¶ The North Dartmoor SSSI is also located within the eastern part of the Neighbourhood Plan 
area. 

¶ Parts of the Neighbourhood Plan area which are adjacent to the North Dartmoor SSSI overlap 
with SSSI IRZ thresholds for residential, rural residential, and rural non-residential 
development types. However, development taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan is 
unlikely to take place in these locations.  

¶ There are several CWS located within and within proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area 
which support habitats and species listed in the annexes of both the European Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC) and the European Birds Directive (79/409/EEC). 



Strategic Environmental Assessment for the 
Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 

 
  

Environmental Report to accompany the 
submission version of the Neigbourhood Plan 

 

 
Prepared for: Bridestowe and Sourton Joint Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Group 

AECOM 
8 

 

¶ There are several BAP priority habitats located within and within proximity to the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, including areas of purple moor grass and rush pastures, grass 
moorland, deciduous woodland and upland heathland.  

Climate Change  

¶ Any increases in the built footprint of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan area 
(associated with the delivery of new housing and employment land) has the potential to 
increase overall greenhouse gas emissions in the parishes. 

¶ The total CO2 emissions per capita within West Devon are higher than regional and national 
totals and the overall percentage reduction of emissions within the Neighbourhood Plan area 
between 2005 and 2016 are lower than regional and national trends.  

¶ There are areas of land adjacent to the River Thrushel, the River Lew and Crandford Brook 
which are located within Flood Risk Zone 3, and as such, have a >1% chance of annually 
flooding.   

¶ As stated within the SFRA, surface water flooding has been an issue for some properties in 
Bridestowe.  

¶ The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan should seek to increase the resilience of 
the Neighbourhood Plan area to the effects of climate change by supporting and encouraging 
adaptation strategies.  

Landscape  

¶ The eastern area of the Neighbourhood Plan lies within Dartmoor National Park. 

¶ The Neighbourhood Plan area lies within NCAs: 149 The Culm and 150 Dartmoor; which are 
described as landscapes of rolling ridges and plateaux and extensive unsettled moorland.  

¶ The Neighbourhood Plan area is within the óHigh Dartmoor northô, óTavistock Dartmoor fringesô 
and óUpper Tamar Tributary Valleysô character areas and the óWooded ridges and hilltopsô, 
óMoorland Edgeô, Unsettled High Upland Moorlandô and óUpland Moorland with Torsô 
landscape character types, as defined within the Devon Landscape Character Assessment.  

¶ The potential effects of development proposed through the Bridestowe and Sourton 
Neighbourhood Plan may have implications for the overall character and appearance of 
Bridestowe and Sourton in the future. 

Historic Environment  

¶ The Neighbourhood Plan area contains four Grade II* and 65 Grade II nationally designated 
listed buildings which are protected through the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act 
1990.  

¶ There are 34 scheduled monuments within or within proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area 
which are protected by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

¶ Two of the scheduled monuments are identified as óat riskô on Historic Englandôs Heritage at 
Risk Register. 

¶ A Conservation Area is present within the Neighbourhood Plan area, which covers the built-
up area of Bridestowe; however, a conservation appraisal has not yet been prepared.  

¶ The HER for Devon and Dartmoor contains 270 records within Bridestowe Parish and 252 
within Sourton Parish including a variety of structures and archaeological finds which 
positively contribute to the historic character of the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Land, Soil and Water Resources  

¶ The Provisional Agricultural Land Quality dataset shows that the Neighbourhood Plan area is 
predominantly covered by Grade 3 and 4 agricultural land.  However, based on the results of 
the óPredictive BMV Land Assessmentô8, most of the undeveloped areas surrounding 
Bridestowe and Sourton have a low likelihood (less than or equal to 20%) of containing BMV 
land.   

                                                                                                           
8 Natural England (2017): óLikelihood of Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Agricultural Land ï Strategic scale map for the South 
Westô [online] available at: <http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5208993007403008> [accessed 02/10/19]    

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/5208993007403008
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¶ The main watercourses flowing through the Neighbourhood Plan area are the River Thrushel, 
the River Lew and Crandford Brook.  There are two ordinary watercourses which flow through 
the Neighbourhood Plan area, namely: Thrushel and Lew (Tamar). 

¶ Based on the most recently completed water quality assessments undertaken in 2016, the 
Environment Agencyôs Catchment Data Explorer classifies Thrushel and Lew as having a 
ógoodô overall water quality status.  

¶ Due to the absence of any significant land, soil and water resource issues within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, the land, soil and water resources theme has been scoped out 
for the purposes of the SEA process.  

Population and Community  

¶ The population of Bridestowe and Sourton increased at a lower rate between 2001 and 2011 
than West Devon, the South West of England and England averages.   

¶ Generally, there is a higher proportion of residents within the 60+ age category within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area (36.3%) in comparison to the regional and national trends.   

¶ Bridestowe village has a range of local community facilities which serve the needs of the local 
community and play a vital role in supporting the parishôs sense of identity.   

¶ In terms of deprivation, the Neighbourhood Plan area is within the West Devon 004A LSOA, 
which is amongst the top 40% most deprived LSOAs in England. 

Health and Wellbeing  

¶ 4.7% of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan area consider themselves to have óbad healthô 
or óvery bad healthô. 

¶ 76.7% of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan area confirm that their activities are ónot limitedô. 
This is lower than the totals for West Devon (80.0%), the South West of England (81.6%) and 
England (82.4%).  

¶ The main challenges which have been identified in the JSNA for Devon are linked to 
population, equality and diversity, economy, community and environment, deprivation, starting 
well, living well and ageing well.   

¶ Published in June 2018, the JSNA district profile for West Devon indicates that 31.0% of 
residents have a BMI over 30, with 23.5% of residents completing low levels of physical 
activity.  

Transportation  

¶ The Neighbourhood Plan area has poor access to the rail network. 

¶ Bus services are limited in the Neighbourhood Plan area, and do not directly serve Bridestowe 
village.   

¶ 5.7% of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan area either catch a train, bus, minibus, coach or 
walk to work.  This is lower than the percentage for West Devon (11.1%), the South West of 
England (13.2%) and England (15.0%).  

¶ The most popular method of travelling to work in the Neighbourhood Plan area is via driving 
a car or van.  

¶ 92.8% of households in the Neighbourhood Plan area have access to at least one car or van, 
which is higher than the totals for West Devon (87.1%), the South West of England (81.1%) 
and England (74.2%). 

SEA Framework  

3.5 The SEA Framework provides a way in which environmental effects can be defined and 

subsequently analysed based on standard ótestsô.  Each proposal within the submission version 

of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will be assessed consistently using the 

framework. 
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SEA Objective Assessment questions  

Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

Protect and enhance 

all biodiversity and 

geodiversity  

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Support the integrity of Dartmoor SAC located within the 

Neighbourhood Plan area?  

¶ Support the status of the nationally and locally designated sites 

within and within proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area? 

¶ Protect and enhance priority habitats and species?   

¶ Achieve a net gain in biodiversity? 

¶ Support enhancements to multifunctional green infrastructure 

networks? 

¶ Support access to, interpretation and understanding of biodiversity 

and geodiversity?  

Climate change 

Reduce the 

contribution to climate 

change made by 

activities within the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

area 

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Reduce the number of journeys made? 

¶ Reduce the need to travel? 

¶ Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, including 

walking, cycling and public transport? 

¶ Increase the number of new developments meeting or exceeding 

sustainable design criteria?  

¶ Generate energy from low or zero carbon sources? 

¶ Reduce energy consumption from non-renewable resources? 

Support the resilience 

of the Neighbourhood 

Plan area to the 

potential effects of 

climate change, 

including flooding 

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Ensure that inappropriate development does not take place in areas 

at higher risk of flooding, taking into account the likely future effects 

of climate change? 

¶ Improve and extend green infrastructure networks in the plan area to 

support adaptation to the potential effects of climate change? 

¶ Sustainably manage water run-off, reducing surface water runoff 

(either within the plan area or downstream)? 

¶ Ensure the potential risks associated with climate change are 

considered through new development in the Neighbourhood Plan 

area? 

¶ Increase the resilience of biodiversity in the area to the effects of 

climate change, including through enhancements to ecological 

networks? 

Landscape 

Protect and enhance 

the character and 

quality of landscapes 

and villagescapes.  

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Conserve the special qualities of Dartmoor National Park? 

¶ Conserve and enhance locally important landscape and 

villagescapes features within the Neighbourhood Plan area? 

¶ Conserve and enhance local diversity and character? 
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SEA Objective Assessment questions  

Historic Environment 

Protect, conserve and 

enhance heritage 

assets within the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

area   

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Conserve and enhance the significance of buildings and structures 
of architectural or historic interest, both designated and non-
designated, and their setting? 

¶ Conserve and enhance the special interest, character and 
appearance of locally important features and their settings?  

¶ Support the integrity of the historic setting of key buildings of cultural 
heritage interest as listed on the HER? 

¶ Support access to, interpretation and understanding of the historic 
evolution and character of the environment? 

¶ Conserve and enhance archaeological remains, including historic 
landscapes? 

¶ Support the undertaking of archaeological investigations and, where 
appropriate, recommend mitigation strategies?  

Population and Community  

Cater for existing and 

future residentsô needs 

as well as the needs of 

different groups in the 

community, and 

improve access to 

local, high-quality 

community services 

and facilities. 

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Encourage and promote social cohesion and encourage active 

involvement of local people in community activities? 

¶ Minimise fuel poverty? 

¶ Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existing local residents? 

¶ Improve the availability and accessibility of key local facilities, 

including specialist services for disabled and older people? 

¶ Support the provision of land for allotments and cemeteries? Reduce deprivation 
and promote a more 
inclusive and self-
contained community. 

Provide everyone with 

the opportunity to live 

in good quality, 

affordable housing, 

and ensure an 

appropriate mix of 

dwelling sizes, types 

and tenures. 

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Support the provision of a range of house types and sizes? 

¶ Support enhancements to the current housing stock? 

¶ Meet the needs of all sectors of the community? 

¶ Provide quality and flexible homes that meet peopleôs needs? 

¶ Promote the use of sustainable building techniques, including use of 

sustainable building materials in construction? 

¶ Provide housing in sustainable locations that allow easy access to a 

range of local services and facilities? 
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SEA Objective Assessment questions  

Health and Wellbeing 

Improve the health and 

wellbeing residents 

within the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

area. 

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Promote accessibility to a range of leisure, health and community 

facilities, for all age groups? 

¶ Address the key challenges identified in the JSNA for Devon?  

¶ Provide and enhance the provision of community access to green 

infrastructure, in accordance with Accessible Natural Greenspace 

Standards?  

¶ Promote the use of healthier modes of travel? 

¶ Improve access to the countryside for recreational use? 

¶ Avoiding any negative impacts to the quality and extent of existing 

recreational assets, such as formal or informal footpaths? 

Transportation 

Promote sustainable 

transport use and 

reduce the need to 

travel.   

Will the option/proposal help to: 

¶ Encourage modal shift to more sustainable forms of travel? 

¶ Facilitate working from home and remote working? 

¶ Improve road safety? 

¶ Reduce the impact on residents from the road network? 
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4. What has plan making / SEA 
involved up to this point?  

Introduction 

4.1 In accordance with the SEA Regulations the Environmental Report must includeé 

¶ An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and 

¶ The likely significant effects on the environment associated with alternatives / an outline of 

the reasons for selecting the preferred approach in light of alternatives appraised. 

4.2 The ónarrativeô of plan-making / SEA up to this point is told within this part of the Environmental 

Report.  This section explains how preparation of the current version of the Bridestowe and 

Sourton Neighbourhood Plan has been informed by an assessment of alternative locations for 

non-strategic scale development in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.3 The following sections therefore describe how the SEA process to date has informed the 

preferred development strategy for the Neighbourhood Plan area and potential locations for 

development. Specifically, this chapter explains how the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Planôs development strategy has been shaped through considering alternative 

approaches for the location of housing in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  

Housing numbers to deliver through the Neighbourhood Plan  

4.4 As highlighted in Section 2.1, the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan has been 

prepared in the context of the Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan which was 

adopted in May 2019.  The Joint Local Plan sets out the overarching strategy for the area, 

setting out where development will take place, what areas should be protected and how the 

area will change.   

4.5 The Joint Local Plan outlines a spatial strategy for Plymouth and South West Devon through 

setting out provisions for the Plymouth Policy Area and the Thriving Towns and Villages Policy 

Area.  Bridestowe is located within the Thriving Towns and Villages Policy Area and has been 

identified as a ósustainable villageô. 

4.6 Strategic Objective SO9 within the Joint Local Plan aims to enable the development of new 

homes, jobs and community infrastructure sufficient to meet the local needs of the sustainable 

villages identified in the area and the village networks they serve.  Policy TTV25 supports SO9, 

which states that óprovision in the order of 550 homes will be sought from the sustainable 

villages as part of the overall housing supply for the TTV Policy Areaô.  The Joint Local Plan 

does not however identify sites for development within the villages defined as a ósustainable 

villageô but takes an approach which aims to enable development to come forward in these 

villages which reflects their sustainability, and which will respond to local needs. In these 

locations, the Local Plan states that it is important to strike a balance so that development 

maintains or improves the viability of the villages whilst also being of an appropriate scale and 

meeting the needs of local people.  It is also seen to be important that any development in the 

Sustainable Villages also respects the character of the villages, and particularly of any 

landscape designations such as the AONBs. Although the JLP does not specifically allocate 

sites for developments, it provides some guidance for the level of housing that might be 

appropriate for each village. In the case of Bridestowe, it has been identified as a village which 

is able to accommodate around 30 dwellings.   

4.7 The Neighbourhood Plan area is partly within Dartmoor National Park. The current Dartmoor 

Local Plan is being reviewed, with a variety of evidence documents being produced which will 

inform the updated plan. A final draft version of the Dartmoor Local Plan was published in 
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2019.9 This identifies Sourton as a small village where limited development to meet identified 

needs of the settlement and its parish will be acceptable in principle. In these settlements, the 

priorities are:  

¶ To give opportunities to meet identified local housing needs; 

¶ To maintain and improve existing employment sites where appropriate opportunities exist; 
and; 

¶ To sustain a range of services and facilities which serve the settlement. 

4.8 Community consultation undertaken on the Neighbourhood Plan to date has highlighted that 

there is a strong desire to deliver sustainable development which will support the vitality of the 

Neighbourhood Plan area.  This includes through facilitating the delivery of affordable housing 

of a type and tenure for local needs and providing a degree of certainty as to the type and 

location of development which comes forward in the parishes during the plan period.  There is 

also a recognition that this development should take place in the vicinity of Bridestowe village 

rather than elsewhere in the two parishes, given the broader range of facilities available in the 

village and the provisions of the two Local Plans covering the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.9 In light of this, the current version of the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to take forward in the 

region of 60 dwellings during the plan period in the vicinity of Bridestowe village.  This is with a 

view to supporting the community vitality of Bridestowe village and promoting growth which 

meets local housing needs. This figure is deemed to be appropriate to achieve these aims, 

whilst ensuring that the sensitive environment of the parishes can be protected and enhanced. 

Assessment of reasonable alternatives for site allocations  

4.10 As discussed above, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has sought to respond to 

consultation undertaking during earlier stages of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This indicated a 

community desire for sustainable growth to take place which would support the community 

vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area.  It was agreed that, given the provisions of the two 

Local Plans covering the Neighbourhood Plan area and the services and facilities available in 

the village, new residential provision should take place in Bridestowe rather than Sourton. 

4.11 To further support the development of a spatial strategy to deliver this growth through the 

Neighbourhood Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has considered alternative 

locations for delivering housing in the vicinity of Bridestowe village. 

4.12 Following a Neighbourhood Plan Call for Sites process undertaken in 2015, five sites were 

identified as being potentially available in Bridestowe for residential development.  

4.13 To support the choice of sites to allocate through the Neighbourhood Plan, a site assessment 

was undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on these five sites.  However, 

following the Neighbourhood Plan site assessment, two of the five sites gained planning 

permission for development, leaving three sites available.  These sites are as follows: 

¶ Land to west of Pool Hill, Bridestowe;  

¶ Land adjacent to the Cemetery, Bridestowe; and 

¶ Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe.  

4.14 The locations of the three sites assessed through the SEA process are presented in Figure 4.1 

below.  

4.15 To support the consideration of the suitability of the sites in the Neighbourhood Plan, the SEA 

process has undertaken a separate appraisal of the key environmental constraints present at 

each of the three sites.  This has considered the potential effects that may arise as a result of a 

housing development at these locations 

                                                                                                           
9 Dartmoor National Park Authority (2019): óDartmoor Local Plan 2018-2036ô, [online] available at: 
<https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf> [accessed 
26/09/19] 

https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1708579/Local-plan-reg19-for-web-CC2019.pdf


Strategic Environmental Assessment for the 
Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 

 
  

Environmental Report to accompany the 
submission version of the Neigbourhood Plan 

 

 
Prepared for: Bridestowe and Sourton Joint Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Group 

AECOM 
15 

 

4.16 In this context the sites have been considered in relation to the SEA Framework of objectives 

and decision-making questions developed during SEA scoping (Chapter 3) and the baseline 

information.  This SEA site assessment was undertaken separately to the site assessment 

undertaken by the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

4.17 The tables which follow present a summary of this assessment and provide an indication of 

each siteôs sustainability performance in relation to the eight SEA themes.   
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SEA site appraisal findings  

Table 4.1: Site A, Bridestowe Land to west of Pool Hill, Bridestowe 

SEA theme Commentary, Site A: Land to west of Pool Hill, Bridestowe 

Biodiversity 
and 
Geodiversity  

The site does not contain significant biodiversity constraints. 

There are no European or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites 
within or adjacent or close to the boundary of the site. The Dartmoor Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) is located approximately 2km east of the site, but no 
impact pathways have the potential to lead to likely significant effects on the SAC 
from development at this location.  

The site is not within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone for the type of development 
proposed. 

There are no BAP Priority Habitats on or in the vicinity of the site, or County 
Wildlife Sites or Local Nature Reserves.  

Whilst the site itself does not have significant biodiversity constraints, the site is 
bounded by mature ýeld boundaries incorporating trees and hedgerows which 
form important components of local ecological networks. However, it is likely that 
the majority of these features can be kept in situ. 

 

Climate 
Change 

Development of the site will lead to inevitable increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions from an increase in the built footprint of the village and an 
intensification of uses at this location, although these are unlikely to be significant 
given the size of the site and the scale of likely development.  

The site is in relative proximity to the services and facilities in the village centre 
(c.190m), helping to limit the need to travel to local amenities (and associated 
greenhouse gas emissions).  

In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the southern part of the 
site borders an area of ólowô flood risk zone for fluvial flooding and ólowô and 
ómediumô flood risk zones for surface water flooding.  These are not significant 
constraints to development.  

 

Landscape  

The site is considered to have sensitivity within Bridestoweôs villagescape. The 
site is on land which is raised above the village and will therefore be visible and 
impact the local character. Additionally, there will be some long views in from open 
countryside south eastwards from the site.   

 

Historic 
Environment 

The site is adjacent and overlooks the Bridestowe Conservation Area. 

No nationally listed buildings are present on the site. However, given the raised 
and elevated nature of the site, development which takes place on the site would 
be visible to and from key historic environment features in the village centre.  Of 
particular significance, the site has the potential to impact on the historic setting 
of the Grade II* listed Church of St Bridget, which is located approximately 85m 
to the south west of the site. 

There are no features listed on the Historic Environment Record present on the 
site. Pool Road, which runs to the south of the site is listed on the HER as 
óConjectural route of the Roman road westwards from Okehampton towards the 
Tamarô; however, this route is unlikely to be affected by development on the site. 

 

Population 
and 
Community 

Allocation of the site will contribute positively towards meeting local housing 
needs, including through the delivery of affordable housing.   

The site is located in good proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe centre 
(c.190m) which will limit the need for residents to travel for the amenities provided 
here.  

 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Development of this site is not likely to directly impact the health and wellbeing of 
residents. The site is within walking distance to the village centre and is 
accessible to the villageôs public right of way network. This will support active 
lifestyles. 
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SEA theme Commentary, Site A: Land to west of Pool Hill, Bridestowe 

Transportation 

The site is located in good proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe centre 
(c.190m). 

The site is also located approximately 120m to the nearest bus stop, with services 
to Launceston and Okehampton.  

 

Key 

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation 
measures)  

 Likely positive effect  

Neutral/no effect  Uncertain effects  

  

Table 4.2: Site B, Land adjacent to the Cemetery, Bridestowe 

SEA theme Commentary, Site B: Land adjacent to the Cemetery, Bridestowe 

Biodiversity 
and 
Geodiversity  

The site does not contain significant biodiversity constraints. 

There are no European or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites 
within or adjacent or close to the boundary of the site. The Dartmoor Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) is approximately 1.75km east of the site, but no impact 
pathways have the potential to lead to likely significant effects on the SAC from 
development at this location.   

The site is not within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone for the type of development 
proposed. 

There are no BAP Priority Habitats on or in the vicinity of the site, or County 
Wildlife Sites or Local Nature Reserves. 

Whilst the site itself does not have significant biodiversity constraints, the site is 
bounded by mature ýeld boundaries incorporating trees and hedgerows which 
form important components of local ecological networks. However, it is likely that 
the majority of these features can be kept in situ.  

 

Climate 
Change 

Development of the site will lead to inevitable increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions from an increase in the built footprint of the village and an 
intensification of uses at this location, although these are unlikely to be significant 
given the size of the site and the scale of likely development. 

The site is in relatively good proximity to the services and facilities in the village 
centre (c.370m), helping to limit the need to travel to local amenities (and 
associated greenhouse gas emissions).  

In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the south eastern 
boundary of the site is located within a ólowô flood risk zone with patches of 
ómediumô flood risk zones for fluvial and surface water flooding. These flood risk 
areas are associated with the River Lew. This will be a constraint to development 
on these parts of the site.  

 

Landscape  

The site slopes down to the south east and as a result there are some long views 
in from the open countryside from the south east, including from Dartmoor 
National Park. There are also views in to the site from properties at Princess 
Elizabeth Terrace and Hunterôs Moon. 

 

Historic 
Environment 

The site is not within the setting of the Bridestowe Conservation Area. 

No nationally listed buildings are present on the site and the site is not within the 
setting of any listed buildings. 

There are no features or areas listed on the Historic Environment Record present 
on the site. Pool Road, which runs to the north of the site, is listed on the HER as 
óConjectural route of the Roman road westwards from Okehampton towards the 
Tamarô; however, this route is unlikely to be affected by development on the site. 
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SEA theme Commentary, Site B: Land adjacent to the Cemetery, Bridestowe 

Population 
and 
Community 

Allocation of the site will contribute positively towards meeting local housing 
needs, including through the delivery of affordable housing.   

The site is located in relative proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe 
centre (c.370m) which will limit the need for residents to travel for the services 
and facilities provided here.  

 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Development of this site is not likely to directly impact the health and wellbeing of 
residents. The site is within walking distance to the village centre and is 
accessible to the villageôs public right of way network which will support active 
lifestyles. 

 

Transportation 

The site is located at relative proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe 
centre (c.370m). 

The site is also located approximately 40m to the nearest bus stop, with services 
to Launceston and Okehampton.  

 

Key 

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation 
measures)  

 Likely positive effect  

Neutral/no effect  Uncertain effects  

 

Table 4.3: Site C, Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe 

SEA theme Commentary, Site C: Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe 

Biodiversity 
and 
Geodiversity  

The site does not contain significant biodiversity constraints. 

There are no European or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites 
within or adjacent or close to the boundary of the site. The Dartmoor Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) is approximately 1.6km east of the site.  

The site is not within a SSSI impact risk zone for the type of development 
proposed. 

There are no BAP Priority Habitats on or in the vicinity of the site, or County 
Wildlife Sites or Local Nature Reserves.  

 

Climate 
Change 

Development of the site will lead to inevitable increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions from an increase in the built footprint of the village and an 
intensification of uses at this location, although these are unlikely to be significant 
given the size of the site and the scale of likely development.  

The site is in good proximity to the services and facilities in the village centre 
(c.300m), helping to limit the need to travel to local amenities (and associated 
greenhouse gas emissions).  

In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is not located 
within identified flood risk zones for fluvial or surface water flooding.  

 

Landscape  

Development lies to the east and west of the site and would therefore contribute 
to a linear pattern of development. The site will be screened by vegetation from 
the caravan park which lies to the east of the site. 

Whilst significant impacts on landscape character are not anticipated, the site is 
open in part to the open countryside, and may be visible from the Dartmoor 
National Park.  

 

Historic 
Environment 

The site is not within the setting of the Bridestowe Conservation Area. 

No nationally listed buildings are present on the site and the site is not within the 
setting of any listed buildings. 

There are no features or areas listed on the Historic Environment Record present 
on or adjacent to the site. 
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SEA theme Commentary, Site C: Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe 

Population 
and 
Community 

Allocation of the site will contribute positively towards meeting local housing 
needs. 

The site is located in good proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe centre 
(c.300m) which will limit the need for residents to travel for the amenities provided 
here.  

 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Development of this site is not likely to directly impact the health and wellbeing of 
residents. The site is within walking distance to the village centre and is 
accessible to the villageôs public right of way network. This will support active 
lifestyles. 

 

Transportation 

The site is located at relative proximity to services and facilities in Bridestowe 
centre (c.300m). 

The site is also located approximately 455m to the nearest bus stop, with services 
to Launceston and Okehampton.  

 

Key 

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation 
measures)  

 Likely positive effect  

Neutral/no effect  Uncertain effects  

 

Summary of SEA site appraisal findings 

4.18 The following table presents a summary of the findings of the site appraisal undertaken through 

the SEA process. 

Table 4.4: Summary of SEA site appraisal findings 

Site Biodiversity 
Climate 
Change Landscape 

Historic 
Environment 

Population 
and 

Community 

 

Health and 

Wellbeing Transport 

Site A        

Site B         

Site C        

 

Key 

Likely adverse effect (without mitigation 
measures)  

 Likely positive effect  

Neutral/no effect  Uncertain effects  
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Preferred approach in the Neighbourhood Plan in light of 
appraisal findings 

Choice of site allocations taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan  

4.19 The findings of the site assessments undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan were presented at 

Neighbourhood Plan consultation events which took place in 2018 and 2019. 

4.20 These consultation events highlighted that the preferred site for allocating through the 

Neighbourhood Plan was the Land Adjacent to the Cemetery site. In addition, community 

consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan highlighted a significant requirement for a new 

residential facility for the elderly in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

4.21 In response to this, the latest version of the Neighbourhood Plan allocates the following for 

housing: 

¶ Land Adjacent to the Cemetery: to provide some 44 new homes of an appropriate range, mix 
and type to meet local needs 

¶ Land at Springfield Residential Home: to provide some 20 sheltered houses for older people.  
These buildings will form an extension to the existing Springfield Residential Home. 

Neighbourhood Plan policies  

4.22 To support the implementation of the vision for the Neighbourhood Plan discussed in Section 

2.6, the submission version of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan puts forward 

25 policies to guide development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  These were developed 

following extensive community consultation and evidence gathering.   

4.23 The policies presented in the submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan are as follows: 

Table 4.5: Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan policies 

Policies 

Policy H1 Sustainable housing development 

Policy H2 Development Boundary for Sustainable Housing development 

Policy H3 Allocated Sites 

Policy H3a Land Adjacent to the Cemetery 

Policy H3b Land at Springfield Residential Home, Bridestowe 

Policy H4 Rural Exception Sites for Local Allocation 

Policy H5 Design and Quality of New Development 

Policy H6 Conversion of Buildings in the Countryside 

Policy H7 Transport and Accessibility 

Policy H8 Flood risk 

Policy EH1 General Landscape 

Policy EH2 Farm Diversification 
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Policy EH3 Local Green Space Designations 

Policy EH4 Wildlife Protection 

Policy EH5 Trees and Hedgerows 

Policy EH6 Heritage Assets 

Policy E1 General Business Development Guidelines 

Policy E2 Small scale expansions 

Policy E3 Protection of employment sites 

Policy E4 Communications Infrastructure 

Policy E5 Tourism Development 

Policy LC1 Microgeneration energy development 

Policy CW1 Community assets and facilities 

Policy CW2 Sporting/recreational facilities 

Policy CW3 Future sporting facility at Bridestowe Village Hall 

  

4.24 The next chapter presents the findings of the assessment of these policies. 
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5. What are the appraisal findings at 
this current stage?  

Introduction  

5.1 The aim of this chapter is to present appraisal findings and recommendations in relation to the 

current submission version of the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan.  This chapter 

presents: 

¶ An appraisal of the submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan under the seven SEA 
theme headings; and 

¶ The overall conclusions at this current stage.  

Approach to this appraisal  

5.2 The appraisal is structured under the seven SEA themes taken forward for the purposes of the 

SEA. 

5.3 For each theme, ósignificant effectsô of the current version of the plan on the baseline are 

predicted and evaluated.  Account is taken of the criteria presented within Schedule 2 of the 

Regulations.   So, for example, account is taken of the probability, duration, frequency and 

reversibility of effects as far as possible.   These effect ócharacteristicsô are described within the 

assessment as appropriate. 

5.4 Every effort is made to identify / evaluate effects accurately; however, this is inherently 

challenging given the high level nature of the plan.  The ability to predict effects accurately is 

also limited by understanding of the baseline and the nature of future planning applications.  

Because of the uncertainties involved, there is a need to exercise caution when identifying and 

evaluating significant effects and ensure all assumptions are explained.  In many instances it is 

not possible to predict significant effects, but it is possible to comment on merits (or otherwise) 

in more general terms.  

Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

5.5 In terms of the allocations proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan, none of the allocated 

sites are in locations with significant sensitivity for biodiversity, and the development at the 

locations proposed will not lead to the loss of key habitats or impacts on ecological networks. 

5.6 The key Neighbourhood Plan policy which seeks to support the integrity of biodiversity assets 

in Bridestowe and Sourton is Policy EH4 (Wildlife Protection). This seeks to avoid significant 

direct or indirect harm to any sites designated for their wildlife value, and protect and restore 

and create wildlife features. Additionally, Policy EH5 (Trees and Hedgerows) seeks to protect 

existing trees and hedgerows and facilitate the additional planting of native trees and hedges. 

These policies will therefore support the parishesô ecological networks through enhancing 

linkages for biodiversity and supporting improvements to habitats. This will also support the 

resilience of the Neighbourhood Plan areaôs biodiversity in relation to the likely impacts of 

climate change on key habitats and species. 

5.7 A number of further policies will also have indirect positive effects for biodiversity networks. For 

example, Policy EH3 (Local Green Space Designations) supports the protection and 

enhancement of key areas of open space, including through designating them as Local Green 

Spaces and Policy H5 (Design and Quality of New Development) promotes development 

schemes which enhance biodiversity. 

5.8 As such, the Neighbourhood Plan effectively supports national and Local Plan policy provisions 

with regards to biodiversity through seeking to protect and enhance habitats, species and 

ecological networks in the two parishes. 
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Climate Change  

5.9 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan contains a number of policies which have 

direct relevance to climate change considerations. The assessment of the Neighbourhood 

Planôs performance with regard to climate change is outlined below, with discussions relating to 

climate change mitigation and climate change adaptation. 

Climate change mitigation  

5.10 In terms of climate change contribution, per capita greenhouse gas emissions generated in the 

Neighbourhood Plan area may continue to decrease with the wider adoption of energy 

efficiency measures, renewable energy production and new technologies. Transport emissions 

may also be limited by take up of electric cars. However, increases in the built footprint of the 

Neighbourhood Plan area would contribute to increases in the absolute levels of greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

5.11 Whilst the delivery of homes through the Neighbourhood Plan will increase greenhouse gas 

emissions either directly through construction, or indirectly through an increase in population, 

the built footprint of the area and associated travel and consumption behaviours, this level of 

housing would likely be mirrored by the approval of planning applications.  As such the level of 

development proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan will be unlikely to lead to increases in 

greenhouse gas emissions over and above that would be seen otherwise.  

5.12 The Neighbourhood Plan will help limit per capita greenhouse gas emissions through seeking 

to focus new development in close proximity to Bridestowe village centre.  These locations are 

accessible to key facilities in the village, including the post office, village shop, primary school 

and pre-school. This will help reduce the need for residents to travel for some day-to-day 

facilities and reduce car dependency, helping to limit emissions from road transport. This will be 

supported by a number of the policies seeking to explicitly encourage walking and cycling 

through enhanced pedestrian and cycle provision.  This is discussed in more detail under the 

óTransportationô SEA theme below. 

5.13 The Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to apply energy efficiency standards within new 

development.  In this context the Code for Sustainable Homes was formally withdrawn in a 

Ministerial Statement published on 25th March 2015, which outlined the Governmentôs new 

national planning policy on the setting of technical standards for new dwellings and Local Plan 

making.  In addition to this, the Deregulation Act also brought in a clause which amended the 

Planning and Energy Act 2008 to prevent local authorities from requiring higher levels of energy 

efficiency than existing Building Regulations. On this basis, it would not be appropriate for the 

Neighbourhood Plan to set specific targets for energy efficiency as part of a design policy.  

However, Policy H5 (Design and Quality of New Development) seeks to incorporate sustainable 

construction techniques and energy conservation measures and small scale energy production. 

Policy LC1 (Microgeneration Energy Development) supports microgeneration renewable 

energy infrastructure (outside Dartmoor National Park) that is compatible with the landscape 

sensitivity of the parishes and does not, either individually or cumulatively, have an adverse 

impact on the special qualities of the landscape within the plan area or the setting of Dartmoor 

National Park. In addition, Policy HG (Conversion of Buildings in the Countryside) will support 

proposals where the design process has clearly considered the existing context and its 

response to climate change and changing social conditions including need for adaptability. 

Climate change adaptation 

5.14 In relation to the sites allocated through the Neighbourhood Plan, the Land adjacent to the 

Cemetery site is constrained in part by flood risk issues.  In this respect, the River Lew flows 

adjacent to the boundary of the site, and areas of land located towards the south eastern site 

boundary are located within fluvial Flood Zone 3. These areas also have a ómediumô risk of 

surface water flooding.   

5.15 These flood risk issues are recognised by Policy H8 (Flood risk) which states that development 

should be located away from areas at risk of flooding, and flood measures are included in the 

development to ensure that flood risk in surrounding areas is not increased in accordance with 

existing policies. Additionally, Sustainable Drainage Systems are one of the requirements for 
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H5 (Design and Quality of New Development) which will further reduce the impact on 

development from surface water flooding. It is also recognised that the provisions of the NPPF 

and national policy (including relating to the sequential and exception test) will help guide 

development away from flood risk areas and ensure that appropriate mitigation measures are 

implemented.  

5.16 As highlighted by the NPPF, well planned green infrastructure can help an area adapt to, and 

manage the risks of climate change (including flood risk).  Enabling and providing for green 

infrastructure within the Neighbourhood Plan area is therefore a key way in which the 

Neighbourhood Plan can help to promote climate change adaptation measures.  Responding to 

this, Policy EH3 (Local Green Space Designations) designates four areas within the 

Neighbourhood Plan area as Local Green Space. Alongside, Policy EH1 (General Landscape) 

seeks to conserve and enhance landscape features which will help support the resilience of the 

Neighbourhood Plan area to the effects of climate change including extreme weather events.  

Key landscape features in this regard include hedgerows, trees and woodland. 

5.17 As such, the Neighbourhood Plan sets out a range of provisions which will support positive 

gains with regard to climate change adaptation measures within the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Landscape  

5.18 Dartmoor National Park overlaps with the section of the Neighbourhood Plan area that lies east 

of the A386.  However, none of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan allocations are within the 

National Park and are located within Bridestoweôs redrawn settlement boundary. This will limit 

the amount of development in the open countryside and contribute to the protection of 

landscape features. 

5.19 There are also numerous policies within the Neighbourhood Plan which seek to protect and 

enhance the local landscape. The key Neighbourhood Plan policy which seeks to support the 

landscape character in Bridestowe and Sourton is Policy EH1 (General Landscape). This seeks 

to ensure that the siting, scale, form, layout, design, materials and landscaping of any 

development proposal within the areas of Bridestowe and Sourton should respect, conserve 

and enhance, wherever possible, the rural nature and existing visual landscape quality of the 

area, its wildlife and the heritage value of the parishes. It also states that development should 

also respect the important contribution the open countryside makes to the setting and visual 

quality of Bridestowe and Sourton. It also seeks to ensure that new development wherever 

possible should maintain existing hedgerows, trees and woodland as well as providing for the 

planting of new trees and hedgerows. 

5.20 Furthermore, Policies H3a (Land Adjacent to the Cemetery) and H3b (Land at Springfield 

Residential Home) consist of different design elements which will contribute to conserving the 

distinct character of Bridestowe and Sourton. These include ensuring that visual screening of 

existing trees is maintained, that the height of development is limited so that it is not prominent 

in the landscape and that the height of existing hedgerows is maintained to provide adequate 

screening. Policy H5 (Design and Quality of New Development) also states that applications for 

new development will be supported if it demonstrates high quality design through the use of 

appropriate scale, density, layout, height and mass, materials and detailing.  This should reflect 

local character and distinctiveness and respect and work with the existing landscape and 

natural and historic environment. These design elements will therefore conserve and enhance 

local character and distinctiveness, which will also help enhance the wider character of the 

villagescape. 

5.21 Policy EH3 (Local Green Space Designations) focuses on designating Local Green Spaces 

across the village. The provision of green space will support enhancements to the public realm, 

support a limitation of effects on the open countryside and safeguard these areas from 

inappropriate development. Protecting open space will also protect key features which 

contribute to the distinctiveness of the landscape character. Additionally, policy EH5 (Trees and 

Hedgerows) states that proposals for new housing or business development should include 

measures for the protection during the course of development of existing trees/hedgerows of 

significant landscape, amenity, historic or conservation value.  Where appropriate, such 
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proposals should include provision for additional planting of native trees and hedges to 

enhance the landscape character of the wider area within the two parishes. 

5.22 Applications for new small-scale business development and uses will also be supported if 

landscaping and green screening is utilised, where necessary, to reduce visual impact (Policy 

E1 General Business Development Guidelines). Additionally, tourism development will be 

supported providing it does not have a significant adverse impact on the landscape and are 

mitigated by extensive landscaping and visual screening. 

5.23 Overall, the Neighbourhood Plan has a strong focus on protecting and enhancing landscape 

character, the quality of the public realm and local distinctiveness. The policies for the 

Neighbourhood Plan therefore provide a robust basis for the protection and enhancement of 

landscape and villagescape character in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  

Historic Environment  

5.24 The Neighbourhood Plan area has a rich historic environment resource, with much of the 

village of Bridestowe being covered by a conservation area. However, both of the sites which 

have been allocated for development are located outside of the conservation area, and are not 

visible from the conservation area or other locations of sensitivity for the historic environment 

(including listed buildings). No features listed on the Historic Environment Record are also 

located on or are likely to be affected by development on the allocated sites. Nonetheless, 

policies within the Neighbourhood Plan have a strong focus on conserving and enhancing the 

significance of historic environment assets.   

5.25 In this respect Policy EH6 (Heritage Assets) states the potential impact of the development 

proposal on a heritage asset and its setting should be fully assessed and that the relevant 

Historic Environment Record should have been consulted as a minimum requirement. Policy 

H4 (Rural Exception Sites for Local Allocation) states that development in rural areas will be 

supported if it relates well to the physical form of the settlement and is appropriate in scale and 

character and appearance. Policy H6 (Conversion of Buildings in the Countryside) seeks to 

respect the original character of buildings which are converted as well as their surroundings.  

5.26 Design principles that relate to conserving the distinct character of Bridestowe and Sourton 

have been discussed under the Landscape SEA theme above.  These policies will also help 

conserve and enhance the setting of features and areas of historic environment interest, and 

help promote a high quality and distinctive public realm which utilises the historic environment 

as a key basis for delivering local distinctiveness.   

5.27 In light of the elements discussed above, the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan therefore are 

anticipated to bring a range of benefits in relation to the fabric and setting of the historic 

environment in Bridestowe and Sourton. 

Population and Community  

5.28 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan sets out a range of provisions which will 

support the quality of life of the parishesô residents.  

5.29 Site 4 (Land Adjacent to the Cemetery) is intended to provide some 44 new homes of an 

appropriate range, mix and type to meet local needs. Site 5 (Land at Springfields Residential 

Home) is intended to provide some 20 sheltered houses for older people.  As this exceeds the 

number of houses suggested in Bridestowe and Sourton by the Plymouth and South West 

Devon Joint Local Plan and Dartmoor Local Plan, it is considered that these site allocations will 

deliver an appropriate level of housing which meets the housing needs of the local community. 

5.30 The Neighbourhood Plan area has an ageing population and there is currently a limited 

availability of properties for which elderly people can downsize to. Additionally, people with low 

or restricted incomes find it difficult to afford property prices in the area. Therefore, maintaining 

and enhancing the diversity of local community infrastructure is essential for the vitality of 

settlements, encouraging growth and meeting the needs of residents. In this context Policy H1 

(Sustainable Housing Development) states that proposals for new housing will support the 

continued sustainability and viability of communities in the Neighbourhood Plan area by 
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providing new homes, including but not limited to affordable and local needs housing to meet 

the objectively assessed local housing needs of the Plan area. Additionally, Policy H4 (Rural 

Exception Sites for Local Allocation) states that development proposals on sites outside but 

adjacent or near to the development boundaries of Bridestowe and Sourton, whose primary 

purpose is to provide affordable housing to meet local needs in perpetuity and to enhance or 

maintain the vitality of the communities, will be supported as long as they meet a number of 

requirements (including are clearly affordable led). 

5.31 Policy CW1 (Community Assets and Facilities) seeks to protect community assets and facilities 

that are valued by the community including three primary schools, three community buildings, 

three churches and sport and leisure facilities. Additionally, Policy CW2 (Sporting/Recreational 

Facilities) supports proposals that provide for additional public open space, sports facilities or 

access to shared facilities which meet the needs of schools and the wider community. Policy 

CW3 also supports the proposal to provide additional sporting facilities at the village hall site. 

5.32 Accessibility to services and facilities is a key influence on the quality of life of residents and 

community cohesion.  In relation to the proposed allocations taken forward through the 

Neighbourhood Plan, both of the sites are accessible to the key services and facilities present 

in the village centre. However, the 6A bus service, which passes through the Neighbourhood 

Plan area stops on the former A30, which is outside of the village, and accessible only via a 

long steep hill that many with impaired mobility find extremely difficult or impossible to access. 

5.33 Recognising this constraint, accessibility to services and facilities are supported by Policy H7 

(Transport and Accessibility) which states that all new development should provide an 

appropriate level of off street parking i.e. two parking spaces for two bedroom houses and three 

for larger houses, subject to viability and, where possible, include additional off road visitor 

parking spaces. It also seeks to ensure new development demonstrates safe and suitable 

access to the site for other road users and does not cause a significantly adverse impact on the 

local road network that cannot be managed or mitigated.  

5.34 The Neighbourhood Plan takes an approach which seeks to deliver sustainable development 

which is sensitive to the environmental constraints and which is intended to meet specific 

housing requirements or other community objectives. For example, the provisions of policy 

H3a, H3b and H5b all draw on specific design principles regarding building height, style of 

buildings and site layout to ensure that any new development fits in with Bridestowe and 

Sourtonôs local character whilst also ensuring the local community will benefit. Policy E1 

(General Business Development Guidelines) also seeks to deliver sustainable development as 

it supports applications for new small-scale business development and uses subject to being in 

an accessible and sustainable locating, not having significant adverse impacts on the amenities 

of adjoining businesses and householders and ensuring that any increase in traffic resulting 

from the proposal can be safely accommodated on the local road network. This will support the 

economic vitality of the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

5.35 The Neighbourhood Plan also recognises the value of the digital economy in the parishes and 

flexible working practices, with a higher percentage of residents choosing to work from home in 

comparison to regional and national trends. Policy E4 óCommunications Infrastructureô outlines 

support for developments which seek the expansion of telecommunication facilities, electronics 

communication networks and high-speed broadband along with improvements to connectivity. 

This will help to remove any associations of inaccessibility and poor connectivity within the 

parishes and help facilitate working from home and running a business from home.  

5.36 Overall, it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to long term significant 

positive effects for the quality of life of residents and community vitality. 

Health and Wellbeing  

5.37 Supporting health and wellbeing, there is a strong focus on delivering suitable housing for the 

different age groups and housing needs represented in the Neighbourhood Plan area.  

Recognising the trend of an ageing population within the Neighbourhood Plan area, the quality 

and availability of housing for older people is an important contributor. Regarding this, Policy H3 
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(Allocated Sites) highlights that housing allocation on the Land at Springfield Residential Home 

site has been proposed for housing for the elderly. 

5.38 In relation to the quality of life and the wellbeing of local residents, Policy H5 (Design and 

Quality of New Development) aims to improve safety through design and layout, minimising 

opportunities for crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour. Policy H7 (Transport and 

Accessibility) states that development should demonstrate a safe and suitable access to the 

site for all people and not cause a significantly adverse impact on the local road network that 

cannot be managed or mitigated. Policy CW1 (Community Assets and Facilities) also states 

that any alternative sites for community assets and facilities if necessary, should be accessible 

by public transport, walking and cycling. These policies are particularly important from a health 

wellbeing perspective, in terms of enabling local residents to safely access local services and 

amenities and supporting road safety. 

5.39 There is now robust evidence that access to the natural environment improves peopleôs health 

and wellbeing through encouraging healthy outdoor recreation and relaxation. The benefits to 

emotional wellbeing and mental health resulting from close contact with the natural 

environment are well-documented.  As such there is a strong drive to maintain and improve 

access to open spaces through the Neighbourhood Plan. In this context, Policy EH3 (Local 

Green Space Designations) designates four green spaces as Local Green Spaces which will be 

safeguarded from development. This will promote recreational opportunities, with benefits for 

health and wellbeing. 

5.40 Policy CW2 (Sporting/Recreational Facilities) supports proposals that provide for additional 

public open space, sports facilities, or access to shared facilities which meet the needs of 

schools and the wider community. Similarly, Policy CW3 (Future sporting facility at Bridestowe 

Village Hall) proposes to provide additional sporting facilities at the village hall site. The 

provision of new sporting facilities will therefore encourage people to be more active.  

5.41 Overall, the Neighbourhood Plan sets out a range of provisions which will enhance health and 

wellbeing within the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Transportation  

5.42 In terms of the proposed allocations taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan, both of the 

sites are accessible to the services and facilities present in Bridestowe village centre. This will 

promote accessibility to these amenities by non-car modes such as walking and cycling. As 

previously highlighted, access to public transport is difficult for a number of groups in the 

village.  This is given the 6A bus service which passes through the Neighbourhood Plan area 

stops on the former A30, which is outside of the centre of the village, and accessible only via a 

long steep hill that many with impaired mobility find difficult or impossible to access. However, 

the Land adjacent to the Cemetery site is located only 40m from the bus stop. This will support 

accessibility to these bus services.  

5.43 The designation of local green spaces (Policy EH3) and enhancements to green infrastructure 

networks will encourage walking and cycling as alternative modes of transport to the private 

car. Additionally, Policy CW1 (Community Assets and Facilities) states that community assets 

and facilities will be protected and changes of use resulting in the loss of these assets will not 

be supported unless the proposal includes alternative provision. This will support accessibility 

to services and facilities in the village, and encourage the use of alternative modes of transport 

to the private car to access these amenities. 

5.44 Supporting road safety for vulnerable road users such as walkers and cyclists, the 

Neighbourhood Plan includes policies which seek to reduce the impact on residents from the 

road network and improve road safety. For example, Policy H7 (Transport and Accessibility) 

states that all new development should demonstrate a safe and suitable access to the site for 

all and not cause a significantly adverse impact on the local road network that cannot be 

managed or mitigated. Similarly, Policy E1 (General Business Development Guidelines) states 

that new small-scale business development will be supported as long as any increase in traffic 

resulting from the proposal can be safely accommodated on the local road network and that 

provision is made for parking appropriate to the needs of development. Additionally, Policy E5 
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(Tourism Development) states that proposals for the development and expansion of tourism will 

be supported providing that traffic, access and highway issues are satisfactorily addressed. 

5.45 Within Bridestowe, there is concern about the lack of on-road parking in residential areas. A 

number of policies within the Neighbourhood Plan therefore seek to support appropriate 

parking provision. In this respect Policy H7 (Transport and Accessibility) states that all new 

development should provide an appropriate level of off-street parking i.e. two parking spaces 

for two bedroom houses and three for larger houses, subject to viability and, where possible, 

include additional off road visitor parking spaces. It also seeks to discourage on-street parking 

where feasible. Policy E1 (General Business Development Guidelines) and Policy E2 (Small 

scale expansions) also outline support for new small-scale business development and 

expansions if provision is made for parking appropriate to the needs of the development.  As 

acknowledged through Policy H3a and Policy H3b, any transport issues at the two proposed 

allocation sites and measures to deal with the impacts should be considered in more detail 

through Transport Assessments which will be required to support development at the sites  

Conclusions at this current stage  

5.46 The assessment has concluded that the current version of the Bridestowe and Sourton 

Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to significant long-term positive effects in relation to the 

óPopulation and Communityô and óHealth and Wellbeingô SEA themes.  These benefits largely 

relate to the Neighbourhood Planôs focus on providing new housing to meet local needs in 

accessible locations, the protection and provision of new community infrastructure in 

Bridestowe, the protection and enhancement of open space and sports and recreational 

facilities in the area, and the protection and enhancement of the quality of the public realm and 

neighbourhood distinctiveness. 

5.47 In relation to the óClimate Changeô theme, some flood risk issues exist on the allocated site at 

the Land Adjacent to the Cemetery. However, this covers a limited part of the site, and potential 

issues are recognised by the allocation policy.  In addition, the policies of the Neighbourhood 

Plan have a focus on addressing fluvial and surface water flood risk issues which provide an 

additional level of protection in relation to flood risk over and above the provisions of national 

and local policy. As such, potential negative effects resulting from the Neighbourhood Plan in 

relation to flood risk are likely to be appropriately avoided and mitigated.      

5.48 Potential impacts on landscape character from the Land Adjacent to the Cemetery allocation 

are also recognised by the provisions of the Neighbourhood Plan policy relating to the site. This 

will be further supported by the other policies of the Neighbourhood Plan, which have a strong 

focus on protecting landscape character and local distinctiveness. 

5.49 The allocations taken forward through the Neighbourhood Plan are not in locations sensitive for 

the historic environment or biodiversity. However, the Neighbourhood Plan policies have a 

focus on conserving and enhancing the fabric and setting of the historic environment and on 

protecting and enhancing habitats and ecological networks in the two parishes.  

5.50 The Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will also initiate a number of beneficial 

approaches regarding the óTransportationô SEA theme. These are not though considered to be 

significant in the context of the SEA process given the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and 

the scale of proposals.   
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6. What are the next steps?  
6.1 This Environmental Report accompanies the Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan for 

submission to the Local Planning Authorities, West Devon Borough Council and Dartmoor 

National Park Authority, for subsequent Independent Examination. 

6.2 At Independent Examination, the Neighbourhood Plan will be considered in terms of whether it 

meets the Basic Conditions for Neighbourhood Plans and is in general conformity with the 

Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan and the Dartmoor Local Plan. 

6.3 If Independent Examination is favourable, the Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to a 

referendum, organised by West Devon Borough Council.  If more than 50% of those who vote 

agree with the Neighbourhood Plan, then it will be ómadeô.  Once made, the Bridestowe and 

Sourton Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the development plan for the parishes of 

Bridestowe and Sourton. 
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Appendix A Context Review and 
Baseline  

A1 ï Air Quality  

Context Review  
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include: 

¶ óPlanning policies and decisions should sustain and contribute towards compliance with 
relevant limit values or national objectives for pollutants, taking into account the presence of 
Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones, and the cumulative impacts from 
individual sites in local areas.  Opportunities to improve air quality or mitigate impacts should 
be identified, such as through traffic and travel management, and green infrastructure 
provision and enhancement.  So far as possible these opportunities should be considered at 
the plan-making stage, to ensure a strategic approach and limit the need for issues to be 
reconsidered when determining individual applications.  Planning decisions should ensure 
that any new development in Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones is consistent 
with the local air quality action plan.ô 

¶ óSignificant development should be focused on locations which are or can be made 
sustainable, through limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of transport 
modes.  This can help to reduce congestion and emissions, and improve air quality and public 
health.ô 

¶ New and existing developments should be prevented from contributing to, being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of air pollution. 

Published in January 2018 by the UK Government, óA Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the 

Environmentô10 sets out several goals and policies in order to help the natural world regain and retain 

good health.  In this context, Goal 1 óClean Airô and the policies contained within óChapter 4: 

Increasing resource efficiency and reducing pollution and wasteô within the 25 year plan directly relate 

to the air quality SEA theme. 

In terms of the local context, West Devon Borough Council is required to monitor air quality across the 

county under Section 82 of the Environment Act (1995), report regularly to Defra and take action 

where nationally set levels are likely to be exceeded.  Monitoring is undertaken to assess levels of 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulphur dioxide, ozone, benzene and particulates.  Where exceedances exist, 

areas are declared as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and local authorities are required to 

produce an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) to improve air quality in the area.  In April 2018, South 

Hams District Council and West Devon Borough Council commenced a consultation on its emerging 

óClean Air Strategy for South Hams and West Devonô11 which includes a AQAP for each of the three 

AQMAs which are in South Hams and West Devon.   

At the local level, Policy DEV2: óAir, Water, Soil Noise, Land and Lightô within the Plymouth and South 

West Devon JLP directly relates to the air quality SEA theme.  

                                                                                                           
10 HM GOV (2018) A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment [online] available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-
environment-plan.pdf [accessed 26/09/19] 
11 South Hams District Council, West Devon Borough Council (2018): óA Clean Air Strategy for South Hams and West Devon: 
Incorporating the Air Quality Action Plansô, [online] available to access via: <https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/3902/Air-
Quality> [accessed 26/09/19]  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/3902/Air-Quality
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/3902/Air-Quality
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Summary of Current Baseline  

Air quality in the Neighbourhood Plan area (and more widely in West Devon) is generally excellent. 
West Devon Borough Council monitors air quality in key locations across the borough and has not 
determined any locations as exceeding air quality objectives for key pollutants.  

Given the lack of issues in the area, West Devon Borough Council is not currently monitoring air 
quality within the Neighbourhood Plan area.   

Summary of Future Baseline 

Whilst no significant air quality issues currently exist within the Neighbourhood Plan area, the 
provision of new housing and/or employment land within the Neighbourhood Plan area has the 
potential for adverse effects on air quality through increasing traffic flows and associated levels of 
pollutants such as NO2. However the baseline for air pollutants is low, and no longer term issues are 
anticipated. 

Implementation of the aims and objectives contained within the Air Quality Action Plan, along with the 
policies in the Local Transport Plan (discussed in Chapter 10), present opportunities to continue to 
improve air quality within both the Neighbourhood Plan area and the wider district.  

Additionally, South Hams and West Devon are currently in the process of preparing a óClean Air 
Strategyô for the area covered by these two local authorities. Once completed, the strategy will further 
contribute to improving air quality at both the local and regional level.   

A2 ï Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

Context Review  

At the European level, the EU Biodiversity Strategy12 was adopted in May 2011 in order to deliver an 
established new Europe-wide target to óhalt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem 
services in the EU by 2020ô. 

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:  

¶ One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF is an environmental objective to 
ócontribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environmentô including 
by óhelping to improve biodiversity.ô 

¶ óPlans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally 
designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value[é], take a 
strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green 
infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape 
scape across local authority boundaries.ô  

¶ óPlanning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by: protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or 
geological value and soils (in a manner commensurate with the statutory status or identified 
quality in the development plan); and minimising impacts on and providing net gains for 
biodiversity, including establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to 
current and future pressures.ô 

¶ óTo protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:  

a) Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider 

ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally 

designated sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that 

connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat 

management, enhancement, restoration or creation; and 

b) Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 

networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 

opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversityô. 

The Natural Environment White Paper (NEWP)13 sets out the importance of a healthy, functioning 

natural environment to sustained economic growth, prospering communities and personal well-being.  

                                                                                                           
12 European Commission (2011) Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 [online] available at: 

<http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/EP_resolution_april2012.pdf> [accessed 26/09/19]  
13 Defra (2012) The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature (Natural Environment White Paper) [online] available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/EP_resolution_april2012.pdf
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It was in part a response to the UKôs failure to halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity by 2010 and 

it signalled a move away from the traditional approach of protecting biodiversity in nature reserves to 

adopting a landscape approach to protecting and enhancing biodiversity.  The NEWP also aims to 

create a green economy in which economic growth and the health of our natural resources sustain 

each other and markets, business and Government better reflect the value of nature.  It includes 

commitments to: 

¶ Halt biodiversity loss, support functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological 
networks by 2020; 

¶ Establish a new voluntary approach to biodiversity offsetting to be tested in pilot areas; 

¶ Enable partnerships of local authorities, local communities and landowners, the private sector 
and conservation organisations to establish new Nature Improvement Areas; and 

¶ Address barriers to using green infrastructure to promote sustainable growth. 

Reflecting the commitments within the Natural Environment White Paper and the EU Biodiversity 

Strategy, óBiodiversity 2020: A strategy for Englandôs wildlife and ecosystem servicesô aims to óhalt 

overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent 

ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit of wildlife and peopleô14.  

The recently published 25 Year Environment Plan15 sets out the Governmentôs environmental plan of 

action over the next quarter century, in the context of Brexit.  The Plan aims to tackle the growing 

problems of waste and soil degradation, improving social justice through tackling pollution and 

promoting the mental and physical health benefits of the natural world.  It also sets out how the 

Government will address the effects of climate change.  These aims are supported by a range of 

policies which are focused on the following six key areas: 

¶ Using and managing land sustainably; 

¶ Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes; 

¶ Connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing; 

¶ Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste; 

¶ Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans; and 

¶ Protecting and improving the global environment. 

In this context, Goal 3 óThriving plants and wildlifeô and the policies contained within Chapter 2 

óRecovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapesô and Chapter 5 óSecuring clean, 

productive and biologically diverse seas and oceansô directly relate to the Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity SEA theme. 

At the local level, Policy DEV26 óProtecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and Geological Conservationô 

and Policy DEV28 óTrees, Woodlands and Hedgerowsô within the Plymouth and South West Devon 

JLP directly relate to the biodiversity and geodiversity SEA theme.  Additionally, Strategic Policies 2.2 

óConserving and enhancing Dartmoorôs biodiversity and geodiversityô, 2.3 óBiodiversity Net Gainô and 

ó2.4 Conserving and enhancing Dartmoorôs moorland, heathland and woodland from the Draft 

Dartmoor Local Plan also relate to the biodiversity and geodiversity SEA theme. 

In 1998 The Nature of Devon-Biodiversity Action Plan was published, identifying 29 key wildlife 

habitats and 251 key species as a priority for conservation action. Action Plans were produced for the 

17 habitats and 20 species identified as requiring a county wide approach to their conservation. 

                                                                                                           
<http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf> [accessed 26/09/19] 
14 DEFRA (2011): óBiodiversity 2020: A strategy for Englandôs wildlife and ecosystem servicesô, [online] available at: 
<https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services> 
[accessed 26/09/19]  
15 HM GOV (2018) A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment [online] available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-
environment-plan.pdf [accessed 26/09/19] 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
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Devonôs Biodiversity Action Plan was updated to include Geodiversity in 2009.  The Devon 

Biodiversity and Geodiversity Action Plan16 is presented in eight volumes:  

¶ Introduction to the revised edition; 

¶ Section A: Summary; 

¶ Section B: A vision for variety; 

¶ Section C: Planning for biodiversity and geodiversity conservation in Devon; 

¶ Section D: A review of Devonôs wildlife and geological heritage; 

¶ Section E: Setting out priorities; 

¶ Section F: Turning plans into action; and 

¶ Appendix i: óPriority Speciesô & óSpecies of Conservation Concernô in Devon.  

Summary of Current Baseline  
European and Nationally designated sites 

The north eastern part of the Neighbourhood Plan area lies within Dartmoor Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC). Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site include 
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix, European dry heaths, Blanket bogs and Old sessile 
oak woods with llex and Blechnum in the British Isles. The general site character of Dartmoor SAC 
comprises of17: 

¶ Inland water bodies (Standing water, Running water) (1%); 

¶ Bogs, Marshes, Water fringed vegetation, Fens (42%); 

¶ Heath, Scrub, Maquis and Garrigue, Phygrana (40%); 

¶ Humid grassland, Mesophile grassland (12%); 

¶ Improved grassland (2%); 

¶ Broad-leaved deciduous woodland (1%); and 

¶ Inland rocks, Screes, Sands, Permanent Snow and ice (2%). 

Nationally designated sites 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest  

The same north eastern part of the Neighbourhood Plan area lies within North Dartmoor Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Designated in January 1989 and covering an area of approximately 

13559 ha, the North Dartmoor SSSI citation states18:  

óNorth Dartmoor contains one of the largest areas of upland semi-natural habitat in southern Britain. It 

is particularly important for western blanket bog and mixed valley mire communities, but also supports 

a diverse upland breeding bird community. Within the site lies Black Tor Copse, of national importance 

for lichens, and also Black Ridge Brook, of national geological importance.  

The site is located on the northern part of the Dartmoor granite. It comprises a plateau lying between 

300 and 600m, cut by many valleys and the headwaters of many of the major rivers of Devon are 

found here. The highest areas are capped by tors and rocky buttresses, often flanked by granite 

clitter. The area receives a high rainfall of 150--230 cm per year and experiences strong prevailing 

southwesterly winds. The soils are very acidic. Higher areas are covered with raw peat deposits, 

several metres thick in places, while on the lower slopes thinner gleyed soils and podzols with much 

organic matter occur. 

                                                                                                           
16Devon County Council (2009) Biodiversity and Geodiversity Action Plan [online] available at: 
<https://new.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife> [accessed 26/09/19] 
17 JNCC (2019): óDartmoor Designated Special Area of Conservationô, [online] available at: < 
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012929> [accessed 26/09/19] 
18 Natural England (no date): óErme Estuary SSSIô, [online] available to access via: 
<https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1004385> last accessed [19/09/19]  

https://new.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012929
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1004385
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Western blanket bog occupies parts of the highest ground, characterised by abundant bog-mosses, 
principally Sphagnum capillifolium, S. papillosum and S. auriculatum. Typical associated plants are 
Purple Moor Grass Molinia caerulea, Hareôs-tail Cottongrass Eriophorum vaginatum, Common 
Cottongrass E. angustifolium, Deergrass Trichophorum cespitosum, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, 
Heather Calluna vulgaris, Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia and Bog Asphodel Narthecium 
ossifragum. Many pools containing Sphagnum cuspidatum and S. auriculatum occur within this 
blanket bog, while on the drier banks and rocks and moss Racomitrium lanuginosum is abundant.  

The valley mires within the site are of two types. Where water movement is restricted, a plant 
community similar to that of the blanket bog occurs, although with Sphagnum pulchrum often a major 
constituent. Where water movement is greater, the mires have abundant S. recurvum, S. auriculatum 
and Polytrichum commune, along with Soft Rush Juncus effusus, Sharp-flowered Rush J. acutiflorus, 
Bottle Sedge Carex rostrata, Star Sedge C. echinata, White-beak Sedge Rhyncospora alba and 
Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata.  

Large areas of both wet and dry heathland are also found within the SSSI, dominated by Heather, 
Purple Moor Grass and Cross-leaved Heath, together with Western Gorse Ulex gallii and Bilberry 
Vaccinum myrtillus. In amongst this heathland patches of acidic grassland are frequent, the main 
components of which are Bristle Bent Agrostis curtisii, Sheepôs Fescue Festuca ovina, Mat-grass 
Nardus stricta, Heath Rush Juncus squarrosus and Green-ribbed Sedge Carex binervis. Both these 
heathland and grassland communities are restricted to South-west Britain. Occasionally Bilberry alone 
is the dominant shrub and here mosses such as Pleurozium schreberi, Rhytidiadelphus loreus, 
Racomitrium lanuginosum, Hylocomium splendens, Thuidium tamariscinum and Hypnum jutlandicum 
are abundant, while lichen-rich patches with Cladonia arbuscula, C. uncialis and C. impexa also 
occur. 

Among the more unusual species recorded on site are Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus on the open 
moor, Fir Clubmoss perzia selago, Lemon-scented Fern Oreopteris limbosperma, Tunbridge Filmy-
fern Hymenophyllum tunbrigense and Wilsonôs Filmy-fern H. wilsonii in wet shaded crevices in scree 
slopes, Bog Orchid Hammarbya paludosa in a few mires, and the liverwort Anastrepta orcadensis on 
the highest tors.  

The bird community includes the only regular breeding populations of Golden Plover Pluvialis 
apricaria and Dunlin Calidris alpina in southern Britain. Also present are breeding populations of 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra, Wheatear Oenanthe and Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus, a species which 
breeds here in greater numbers than anywhere else in Southern England. 

Black Tor Copse is one of three high altitude stunted Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur woodlands on 
Dartmoor. It has developed on thin humic and podzolic soils with extensive granite clitter on a south-
west facing slope above the West Okement River. The vascular plant community is limited to strict 
acid-loving species such as Bilberry, but the moss and lichen floras are rich. Many of the granite 
boulders are covered with a carpet of mosses, with species such as Rhytidiadelphus loreus, Thuidium 
tamariscinum and Plagiothecium undulatum being abundant. The Copse is nationally important for the 
lichens which clothe the trees, mosses and rocks, with exceptionally well-developed Parmelietum 
laevigatae and Usneion communities. Many species present are rarely found outside the uplands of 
Scotland and Wales, including Mycoblastis affinis, Usnea filipendula, Sphaerophorus melanocarpus, 
Arthonia stellaris, Micaria botyroides, M. cinerea, M. violacea and Gyalideopsis muscicola, and also 
Alectoria smithii known from only two other sites in Britain. Notable species growing on rocks in the 
vicinity include Massalongia carnosa, Ochrolechia tartarea, Pilophorus strumaticus and Parmelia 
discordans.  

Black Ridge Brook provides an important palynological record of the Flandrian vegetation history and 
environmental change on north Dartmoor. The pollen sequence covers the whole period from the late 
Devensian/Flandrian boundary almost to the present day and is supported by radiocarbon dating. In 
addition to the relatively long record, the site provides pollen evidence for local tree cover and 
relatively early burning.ô 

SSSI Impact Risk Zones 

SSSI Impact Risk Zones (IRZ) are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zones around each SSSI according 

to the sensitivities of the features for which it is notified.  They specify the types of development that 

have the potential to have adverse impacts at a given location, including residential, rural-residential 

and rural non-residential. Natural England is a statutory consultee on development proposals that 

might impact on SSSIs.  
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In this context, the eastern areas of the Neighbourhood Plan area which surround the North Dartmoor 
SSSI overlaps with SSSI IRZ thresholds for residential, rural residential, and rural non-residential 
development types.  However, it is useful to acknowledge that development which is taken forward 
through the Neighbourhood Plan is instead likely to take place in the west of the Neighbourhood Plan 
area in the vicinity of Bridestowe village; these locations are not within SSSI IRZs for the type of 
development likely to come forward through the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Locally important sites  

County Wildlife Sites 

County Wildlife Sites (CWS) are the most significant areas of semi-natural habitat in Devon outside of 
statutory European and nationally protected sites.  They are designated through a strict criteria and 
data regarding the sites is collected by the Biodiversity Monitoring Framework19.  CWS range from 
small copses and linear features like river valleys, to ancient woodlands, large moors and wetlands.  
There are several CWS located within and within proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area, shown in 
Figure 3.0 (overleaf).   

BAP Priority Habitats  

There are a variety of BAP priority habitats located within and within proximity to the Neighbourhood 
Plan area, including areas of purple moor grass and rush pastures, grass moorland, deciduous 
woodland and upland heathland.  Most of the BAP priority habitats are associated with the North 
Dartmoor SSSI and SAC.   

Figure 3.1 (overleaf) shows the designated wildlife sites and BAP priority habitats located within and 
adjacent to the Neighbourhood Plan area.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.0: CWS within and within proximity to Bridestowe and Sourton (taken from DCCôs 

Environmental Viewer)20 

                                                                                                           
19 Devon Biodiversity Records Centre (no date) County Wildlife Sites [online] <http://www.dbrc.org.uk/county-wildlife-site-
survey/> [accessed 26/09/19] 
20 Devon County Council (2019): óEnvironmental Viewer: CWS Layerô, [online] available at: 
<http://map.devon.gov.uk/DCCViewer/> [accessed 26/09/19]  
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